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From Shakespeare to Plato — from the philosophic poet to the poetic philo- 
sopher — the transition is easy, and the road is crowded with illustrations 
of our present subject, 

' ksn. 
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Hast thou ever raised thy mind to the consideration of existence, in and 
by itself, as the mere act of existing P 

Hast thou ever said to thyself, thoughtfully, It is! — heedless, in that 
moment, whether it were a man before thee, or a flower, or a grain of 
sand, — without reference, in short, to this or that particular mode or 
form of existence P If thon hast, indeed, attained to this, thou wilt have 
felt the presence of a mystery, which must have fixed thy spirit in awe 
and wonder, 

Coleridge. 
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PREFACE. 



Since 1848, when the " Poetry of Science" was first 
submitted to the public, two editions have been ex- 
hausted. This, were proofs required, would of itself 
show that there is a large circle of readers to whom 
the deductions of science have an unfailing interest. 
Beyond this, it conveys an assurance that every truth, 
however abstract it may appear, nas a large popular value 
if studied in its relations to those generalities which 
embrace great natural phenomena. With this per- 
suasion the third edition of the " Poetry of Science" 
has been extended so as to include all the important 
discoveries whidh have been made in Natural Philo- 
sophy to the end of the year 1853. It is now pre- 
sented to the world in a new and cheaper form, in the 
hope, that, with the extension of its circulation, there 
may be awakened, in still larger circles, a deep and 
healthful interest in the sciences of which the volume 
treats. 

R. H. 

Edinburgh, March 7, 1854. . 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The True is the Beautiful. Whenever this becomes 
evident to our senses, its influences are of a soul- 
elevating character. The beautiful, whether it is per- 
ceived in the external forms of matter, associated in the 
harmonies of light and colour, appreciated in the 
modulations of sweet sounds, or mingled with those 
influences which are, as the inner life of creation, ever 
appealing to the soul through the vesture which covers 
all things, is the natural theme of the poet, and the 
chosen study of the philosopher. 

But, it will be' asked, where is the relation between 
the stern labours of science and the ethereal system 
which constitutes poetry ? The fumes of the laboratory, 
its alkalies and acids, the mechanical appliances of the 
observatory, its specula and its lenses, do not appear 
fitted for a place in the painted bowers of the Muses. 
But, from the labours of the chemist in his cell, — from 
the multitudinous observations of the astronomer on his 
tower, — spring truths which the philosopher employs to 
interpret nature's mysteries, and which give to the soul 
of the poet those realities to which he aspires in his high 
imaginings. 

Science solicits from the material world, by the 
persuasion of inductive search, a development of its 
elementary principles, and of the laws which these obey. 
Philosophy strives to apply the discovered facts to the 



d by Google 



X INTRODUCTION. 

great phenomena of being, — to deduce large generalities 
from the fragmentary discoveries of severe induction, — 
and thus to ascend from matter and its properties up to 
those impulses which stir the whole, floating, as it were, 
on the confines of sense, and indicating, though • dimly, 
those superior powers which, more nearly related to 
infinity, mysteriously manifest themselves in the phe- 
nomena of mind. Poetry seizes the facts of the one 
and the theories of the other ; unites them by a pleasing 
thought, which appeals for truth to the most unthinking 
soul, and leads the reflective intellect to higher and 
higher exercises ; it connects common phenomena with 
exalted ideas ; and, applying its holiest powers, it invests 
the human mind with the sovereign strength of the 
True. 

Truth is the soul of the poet's thought; — truth is 
the reward of the philosopher's toil ; and their works, 
bearing this stamp, live among men through all time. 
Science at present rejoices in her ministry to the require- 
ments of advancing civilization, and is content to receive 
the reward given to applications which increase the 
comforts of life, or add to its luxuries. Every improve- 
ment in the arts or manufactures, beyond encreasing 
utilities for society, has a tendency to elevate the race. 
Science is ever useful in the working days of our week, 
but it is not to be neglected on our Sabbath, — when, 
resting from our labours, it becomes agreeable to con- 
template the few truths permitted to our knowledge, 
and thus enter into communion as closely as is allowed 
to finite beings, with those influences which involve and 
interpenetrate the earth, giving to all things Life, 
Beauty, and Divinity. 

The human mind naturally delights in the discovery 
of truth ; and even when perverted by the constant 
operations of prevailing errors, a glimpse of the Real 
comes upon it like the smile of daylight to the sorrowing 
captive of some dark prison. The Psychean labours to 
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try man's soul, and exalt it, are the search for truth 
beneath the mysteries which surround creation, — to 
gather amaranths, shining with the hues of heaven, 
from plains upon which hang, dark and heavy, the mists 
of earth. The poet may pay the debt of nature, — the 
philosopher may return to the bosom of our common 
mother, — even their names fade in the passage of time, 
like planets blotted out of heaven ; —-but the truths 
they have revealed to man burn on for ever with un- 
extinguishable brightness. Truth cannot die ; it passes 
from mind to mind, imparting light in its progress, and 
constantly renewing its own brightness during its dif- 
fusion. The True is the Beautiful ; and the truths 
revealed to the mind render us capable of perceiving 
new beauties on the earth. The gladness of truth is like 
the ringing voice of a joyous child, and the most remote 
recesses echo with the cheerful sound. To be for ever 
true is the Science of Poetry, — the revelation of truth 
is the Poetry of Science. 

Man, a creation endued with mighty faculties, but a 
mystery to himself, stands in the midst of a wonderful 
world, and an infinite variety of phenomena arise around 
him in strange form and magical disposition, like the 
phantasma of a restless night. 

The solid rock obeys a power which brings its con- 
geries of atoms into a thousand shapes, each one geo- 
metrically perfect. Its vegetable covering, in obedience 
to some external excitation, developes itself in a curious 
diversity of forms, from the exquisitely graceful to the 
singularly grotesque, and exhibits properties still more 
varied and opposed. The animal organism quickened 
by higher impulses, — powers working within, and modi- 
fying the influence of the external forces,— ^presents, 
from the Monad to the Mammoth, and through every 
phase of being up to Man, a yet more wonderful series 
of combinations, and features still more, strangely con- 
trasted. 
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XU INTRODUCTION. 

Lifting our searching gaze into the measureless space 
beyond our earth, we find planet bound to planet, and 
system chained to system, all impelled by a universal 
force to roll in regularity and order around a common 
centre. The pendulations of the remotest star are com- 
municated through the unseen bond ; and our rocking 
world obeys the mysterious impulse throughout all those 
forces which regulate the inorganic combinations of this 
earth, and unto which its organic creation is irresistibly 
compelled to bow. 

The glorious sun by day, and the moon and stars in 
the silence and the mystery of night, are felt to influence 
all material nature, holding the great Earth bound in a 
many-stranded cord which cannot be broken. The 
tidal flow of the vast ocean, with its variety of animal 
and vegetable life, the atmosphere, bright with light, 
obscured by the storm-cloud, spanned by the rainbow, 
or rent with the explosions of electric fire, — attest to the 
might of these elementary bonds. 

These are but a few of the great phenomena which 
play their part around this globe of ours, exiting men 
to wonder^ or shaksing them with terror. 

The mind of man, in its progress towards its higher 
destiny, is tasked with the physical earth as a problem, 
which, within the limits of a life, it must struggle to 
solve. The intellectual spirit is capable of embracing 
all finite things. Man is gifted with powers for studying 
the ^entire circle of visible creation ; and he is equal, 
under proper training, to the task of examining much 
of the secret machinery which stirs the whole. 

In dim outshadowing, earth's first poets, from the 
loveliness of external nature, evoked beautiful spirtualiza- 
tions. To them the shady forests teemed with aerial 
beings, — the gushing springs rejoiced in fantastic sprites, 
— the leaping cataracts gleamed with translucent shades, 
— the cavernous hills were the abodes of genii, — and the 
earth-girdling ocean was guarded by mysterious forms. 
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Such were the creations of the far-searching mind in its 
early consciousness of the existence of unseen powers. 
The philosopher picked out his way through the dark 
and labyrinthine path, between effects and causes, and 
slowly approaching towards the light, he gathered 
semblances of the great Reality, like a mirage, beautiful 
and truthful, although still but a cloud-reflection of the 
vast Unseen. 

It is thus that the human mind advances from the 
Ideal to the Real, and that the poet becomes the philo- 
sopher, and the philosopher rises into the poet ; but at 
the same time as we progress from fable to fact, much 
of the soul-sentiment which made the romantic holy, 
and gave a noble tone to every aspiration, is too 
frequently merged in a cheerless philosophy which dings 
to the earth, and reduces the mind to a mechanical 
condition, delighting in the accumulation of facts, re- 
gardless of the great laws by which these are regulated, 
and the harmony of all Telluric combinations secured. 
In science we find the elements of the most exalted 
poetry ; and in the mysterious workings of the physical 
forces we discover connections with the illimitable world 
of thought, — in which mighty minds delight to try their 
powers, — as strangely complicated, and as marvellously 
ordered, as in the psychological phenomena which have, 
almost exclusively, been the objects of their studies. 

In the aspect of visible nature, with its wonderful 
diversity of form and its charm of colour, we find the 
Beautiful; and in the operations of these principles, 
which are ever active in producing and maintaining the 
existing conditions of matter, we discover the Sublime. 

The form and colour of a flower may excite our 
admiration; but when we come to examine all the 
phenomena which combine to produce that piece of 
symmetry and that lovely hue, — to learn the physio- 
logical arrangement of its structural parts, — the chemical 
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actions by which its woody fibre and its juices are pro- 
duced, — and to investigate those laws by which is 
regulated the power to throw back the white sunbeam, 
from its surface in coloured rays, — our admiration passes 
to the higher feeling of deep astonishment at the perfec- 
tion of the processes, and of reverence for their great 
Designer. There are, indeed, "tongues in trees;" but 
science alone can interpret their mysterious whispers, 
and in this consists its poetry. 

To rest content with the bare enunciation of a truth, 
is to perform but one half of a task. As each atom of 
matter is involved in an atmosphere of properties and 
powers, which unites it to every mass, of the universe, so 
each truth, however common it may be, is surrounded 
by impulses which, being awakened, pass from soul to 
soul like musical undulations, and which will be repeated 
through the echoes of space, and prolonged for all 
eternity. 

The poetry which springs from the contemplation of 
the agencies which are actively employed in producing 
the transformation of matter, and which is founded upon 
the truths developed by the aids of science, should be in 
no respect inferior to that which has been inspired by 
the beauty of the individual forms of matter, and the 
pleasing character of their combinations. 

The imaginative view of man and his world— the 
creations of the romantic mind — have been, and ever 
will be, dwelt on with a soul-absorbing passion. The 
mystery of our being, and the mystery of our ceasing to 
be, acting upon intelligences which are for ever striving 
to comprehend the enigma of themselves, leads by a 
natural process to a love for the Ideal. The discoveiy 
of those truths which advance the human taind towards 
that point of knowledge to which all its secret longings 
tend, should excite a higher feeling than any mere crea- 
tion of the fancy, how beautiful soever it may be. The 
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phenomena of Reality are more startling than the phan- 
toms of the Ideal. Truth is stranger than fiction. 
Surely many of the discoveries of science which relate to 
the combinations of matter, and exhibit results which 
we could not by any previous efforts of reasoning dare 
to reckon on, results which show the admirable balance 
of the forces of nature, and the might of their uncontrolled 
power, exhibit to our senses subjects for contemplation 
truly poetic in their character. 

We tremble when the thunder-cloud bursts in fury 
above our heads. The poet seizes on the terrors of the 
storm to add to the interest of his verse. Fancy paints 
a storm-king, and the genius of romance clothes his 
demons in lightnings, and they are heralded by thunders. 
These wild imaginings have been the delight of man- 
kind ; there is subject for wonder in them : but is there 
anything less wonderful in the well-authenticated fact, 
the dew-drop which glistens on the flower, that the tear 
which trembles on the eye-lid, holds locked in its trans- 
parent cells an amount of electric fire equal to that 
which is discharged during a storm from a thunder- 
cloud ? 

In these studies of the effects which are continually 
presenting themselves to the observing eye, and of the 
phenomena of causes, as far as they are revealed by 
Science in its search of the physical earth, it will be 
shown that beneath the beautiftd vesture of the external 
world there exists, like its quickening soul, a pervading 
power, assuming the most varied aspects, giving to the 
whole its life and loveliness, and linking every portion 
of this material mass in a common bond with some great 
universal piinciple beyond our knowledge. Whether by 
the improvement of the powers of the human mind, 
man will ever be enabled to embrace within his know- 
ledge the laws which regulate these remote principles, 
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we are not sufficiently advanced in intelligence to de- 
termine. But if admitted even to a clear perception 
of the theoretical Power which we regard as regulating 
the known forces, we must still see an unknown agency 
beyond us, which can only be referred to the Creator's 
will. 
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THE 

POETEY OF SCIENCE. 



CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF MATTER. 

Its varied Characters, and constant change of external Form— 
The Grain of Dust, its Properties and Powers — Com- 
binations in inorganic Masses and in organized Crea- 
tions — Our knowledge of Matter — Theory of Ultimate 
Atoms — The Phya ; cal Forces acting on the Composition of 
. Masses — The certainty of the exercise of subtile principles, 
which are beyond the reach of experimental Science. 

The Physical Earth presents to us, in every form of 
organic and inorganic matter, an infinite variety of 
phenomena. If we select specimens of rocks, either 
crystalline or stratified, — of metals in any of their 
various combinations with oxygen, sulphur, and other 
bodies, — of gems glistening with light and glowing with 
colour, — if we examine the varied forms and hues of the 
vegetable world, or the more mysterious animal crea- 
tions, we must inevitably come to the conclusion, long 
since proclaimed, and admit that dust they are, and to 
dust must they return. Whatever permanency may be 
given to matter, it is certain that its form is ever in a 
state of change. The surface of the " Eternal Hills " 
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2 CHANGE OF FORM. 

» is worn away by the soft rains which fall to fertilize, 
and from their wrecks, borne by the waters to the 
ocean, new continents are forming. The mutations of 
the old earth may be read upon her rocks and mountains, 
and these records of former changes tell us the infallible 
truth, that as the present passes into the future, so will 
the form of Earth undergo an important alteration. 
The same forces which lifted the Andes and the Hima- 
layas are still at work, and from the particles of matter 
carried from the present lands by the rivers into the sea, 
where they subside in stratified masses, there will, in 
the great future, be raised new worlds, upon which the 
work of life will go forward, and over which will be 
spread a vast Intelligence. 

If we regard the conditions of the beautiful and varied 
organic covering of the Earth, the certainty, the con- 
stancy, of change is ever before us. Vegetable life 
passes into the animal form, and both perish to feed the 
future plant. Man, moving to-day the monarch of a 
mighty people, in a few years passes back to his primi- 
tive clod, and that combination of elementary atoms, 
which is dignified with the circle of sovereignty and the 
robe of purple, after a period may be sought for in the 
herbage of the fields, or in the humble flowers of the 
valley. 

We have, then, this certain truth, — all things visible 
around us are but aggregations of atoms. From parti- 
cles of dust, which under the microscope could scarcely 
be distinguished one from the other, are all the varied 
forms of nature created. This grain of dust, this particle 
of sand, has strange properties and powers. Science has 
discovered some truths, but still more are hidden within 
this irregular molecule of matter which we now survey, 
than have yet been shadowed in the dreams of our 
philosophy. How strangely it obeys the impulses of 
heat— my sterious are the influences of light upon it — 
electricity wonderfully excites it — and still more curious 
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is the manner in which it obeys the magic of chemical 
force. These are phenomena which we have seen ; we 
know them, and we can reproduce them at our pleasure. 
We have advanced a little way into the secrets of nature, 
and from the spot we have gained, we look forward 
with a vision somewhat brightened by our task; but we 
discover so much to be yet unknown, that we learn 
another truth, — our vast ignorance of many things 
relating to this grain of dust. 

It gathers around it other particles; they ding 
together, and each acting upon every other one, and all 
of them arranging themselves around the little centre 
-according to some law, a beautiful crystal results, the 
.geometric perfection of its form being a source of admi- 
ration. 

It exerts some other powers, and atom cohering to 
atom, obeying the influences of many external radiant 
forces, undergoes inexplicable changes, and the same 
dust which we find forming the diamond, aggregates 
into the lordly taree, — Wends to produce the graceful, 
scented, and richly painted flower, — and combines to 
jield the luxury of fruit. 

It quickens with yet undiscovered energies ; it moves 
with life : dust is stirred by the mysterious excitement 
of vital force; and blood and bone, nerve and muscle, 
:are the results. Forces, which we cannot by the utmost 
refinements of our philosophy detect, direct the whole, 
and from the same dust which formed the rock and 
grew in the tree, is produced a living and a breathing 
thing, capable of receiving a Divine illumination, of 
^bearing in its new state the gladness and the glory of a 
Soul. 

These considerations lead us to reflect on the amount 
of our knowledge. We are led to ask ourselves, what 
do we know? We know that the world with all its 
variety is composed of certain material atoms, which, 
although presented to us in a great variety of forms, do 
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4 THE ACTION OF PHYSICAL FORCES 

not in all probability differ very essentially from each 
other. 

We know that those atoms obey certain conditions 
which appear to be dependent upon the influences of 
motion, gravitation, heat, light, electricity, and chemical 
force. These powers are only known to us by their 
effects ; we only detect their action by their operations 
upon matter; and although we regard the several 
phenomena which we have discovered, as the manifesta- 
tions of different principles, it is possible they may be 
but modifications of some one universal power, of which 
these are but a few of its modes of action. 

In examining, therefore, the truths which science has 
revealed to us, it is advantageous, for the purpose of 
fixing the mind to the subject, that we assume certain 
conditions as true. These may be stated in a few sen- 
tences, and then, without wasting a thought upon those 
metaphysical subtleties which have from time to time 
perplexed science, and served to impede the progress of 
truth, we shall proceed to examine our knowledge of 
the phenomena which constantly occur around us. 

Every form, whether inorganic or organic, which we 
can discover within the limits of human search, is com- 
posed of atoms, which are capable of assuming, under 
the influence of certain physical forces, conditions essen- 
tial to the physical state of that body of which they 
constitute a part.* The known forces, active in pro- 

* Sir Isaac Newton supposed matter to consist of hard, 
impenetrable, perfectly inelastic atoms, 

Boscovitch regarded the constitution of matter differently. The 
ultimate atom was with him a point surroimded by powers of infi- 
nite elasticity. (See Dr. Robisoris Mechanical Philosophy, for a 
full explanation of the theory of Boscovitch.) 

The view entertained by Dr. Faraday, which will be compre- 
hended from one or two short extracts from his valuable and 
suggestive paper, claims attention : — 

"If the view of the constitution of matter already referred to be 
assumed to be correct— and I may be allowed to speak of the 
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during these conditions, are modes of motion ; gravita- 
tion and aggregation, heat, light; and associated with 
these, actinism or chemical radiation ; electricity, under 
all its conditions, whether static or dynamic; and 
chemical affinity, regarded as the result of a separate 
elementary principle. 

These forces must be considered as powers capable of 
acting in perfect independence of each other. They are 
possibly modifications of one principle ; but this view 
being an hypothesis, which, as yet, is only supported by 
loose analogies, cannot, without danger, be received in 
any explanation which attempts to deal only with the 
truths of science. 

We cannot examine the varied phenomena of nature, 
without feeling that there must be other and most active 
principles of a higher order than any detected by science, 

particles of matter, and the space between them (in water, or in 
the vapour of water, for instance), as two different things — the 
space must be taken as the only continuous part, for the particles 
are considered as separated by space from each other. Space will 
permeate all masses of matter in every direction like a net, except 
that in the place of meshes it will form cells, isolating each atom 
from its neigh hours, and itself only being continuous." 

Examining the question of the conducting power of different 
bodies, and observing that as space is the only continuous part, 
so space, according to the received view of matter, must be at one 
time a conductor, at others a non-conductor, it is remarked : 

"It would seem, therefore, that, in accepting the ordinary 
atomic theory, space may be proved to be a non-conductor in non- 
conducting bodies, and a conductor in conducting bodies ; but 
the reasoning ends in this — a subversion of that theory altogether ; 
for, if space be an insulator, it cannot exist in conducting bodies ; 
and if it be a conductor, it cannot exist in insulating bodies." — 
A Speculation touching Electric Conduction, and the Nature of 
Matter : by Michael Earaday, D.C.L., F.R.S., <fcc. : Philosophical 
Magazine, vol. xxiv. Third Series. 

See also Wollaston, On the Finite Extent of the Atmosphere. — 
Phil. Trans. 1822. Young, On the Essential Properties of 
Matter. — Lectures on Natural Philosophy. Mossotti, On Molecular 
Action. — Scientific Memoirs, vol. i. p. 448. 
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to which belong the important operations of vitality,, 
whether manifested in the plant or the animal. In. 
treating of these, although speculation cannot be entirely 
avoided, it will be employed only so far as it gives any 
assistance in linking phenomena together. 

We have to deal with the active agencies which give 
form and feature to nature — which regulate the harmony 
and beauty and vigour of life — and upon which depend 
those grand changes in the conditions of matter, which 
must convince us that death is but the commencement 
of a new state of being. 
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CHAPTER II. 

MOTION. 

Are the Physical Forces modes of Motion? — Motion denned — 
Philosophical Views of Motion, and the Principles to which 
it has been referred — Motions of the Earth and of the Solar 
System— Visible Proofs of the Earth's Motion on its Axis — 
Influence of the proper Motions of the Earth on the Condi 
tions of Matter^ — Theory of the Conversion of Motion into 
Heat, &c. — The Physicai Forces regarded as principles inde- 
pendent of Motion, although the Cause and often apparently 
the Effects of it. 

Many of the most eminent thinkers of the present time 
are disposed to regard all the active principles of nature 
as "modes of motion," — to look upon light, heat, elec- 
tricity, and even vital force, as phenomena resulting from 
" change of place" among the particles of matter; this 
change, disturbance, or motion, being dependent upon 
some undefined mover.* 

The habit of leaving purely inductive examination for 
the delusive charms of hypothesis — of viewing the 

* u Motion, therefore, is a change of rectilinear distance between 
two points. Allowing the accuracy of this definition, it appears 
that two points are necessary to constitute motion ; that in all 
cases, when we are inquiring whether or no any body or point is 
in motion, we must recur to some other point which we can com- 
pare with it ; and that if a single atom existed alone in the universe, 
it could neither he said to he in motion nor at rest 

" The space which we call quiescent is in general the earth's 
surface ; yet we well know, from astronomical considerations, that 
every point of the earth's surface is perpetually in motion, and that 
in very various directions : nor are any material objects accessible 
to our senses which we can consider as absolutely motionless, or 
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material world as a metaphysical bundle of essential 
properties, and nothing more — has led some eminent 
philosophers to struggle with the task of proving that 
all the wonderful manifestations of the great physical 
powers of the universe are but modifications of motion, 
without the evidence of any antecedent force.* 

The views bf metaphyscians regarding motion involve 
many subtle considerations which need not at present 
detain us. We can only consider motion as a change of 
place in a given mass of matter. Now matter cannot 
effect this of itself, no change of place being possible 
without a mover ; and, consequently, motion cannot be 
a property of matter, in the strict sense in which that 
term should be accepted.f 

even as motionless with regard to each other ; since the continual 
variation of temperature to which all bodies are liable, and the 
minute agitations arising from the motion of other bodies with 
which they are connected, will always tend to produce some im- 
perceptible changes in their distances."— Lectures on Natural 
Philosophy, 4-c., by Thomas Young, M.D. Edited bv the Rev. P. 
Kelland. 1845. 

* " The position which I seek to establish in this essay is, that 
the various imponderable agencies, or the affections of matter 
which constitute the main objects of experimental physics, viz., 
heat, light, electricity, magnetism, chemical affinity, and motion, 
are all correlative, or have a reciprocal dependence ;— that neither, 
taken abstractedly, can be said to be the essential or proximate 
cause of the others ; but that either may, as a force, produce, or be 
convertible into, the other : — thus heat may mediately or imme- 
diately produce electricity, electricity may produce heat, and so of 
the rest. . . . Although strongly inclined to believe that the 
five other affections of matter, which I have above named, are, and 
will ultimately be, resolved into modes of motion, it would be 
going too far at present to assume their identity with it : I, there- 
fore ase the term force, in reference to them, as meaning that 
active force inseparable from matter, which induces its various 
changes."— On the Correlation of Physical Forces, by W. R. Grove, 
Esq., M.A., F.R.S. 

t When discussing the hypothesis of Hobbes— that no body can 
possibly be moved but by a body contiguous and moved — Boyle asks :— 
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Motion depends upon certain external disturbing and 
directing forces acting upon all matter; and, conse- 
quently, as every mode of action is determined by some 
excitement external to the body moved, motion cannot, 
philosophically, be regarded otherwise than as a pecu- 
liar affection of matter under determinable conditions. 
" We find," says Sir Isaac Newton, " but little motion 
in the world, except what plainly flows from either the 
active principles of nature, or from the command of the 
wilier."* 

" I demand how there comes to be local motion in the world ? 
For either all the portions of matter that compose the universe 
have motion belonging to their natures, which the Epicureans 
affirmed for their atoms, or some parts of matter have this motive 
power, and some have not, or else none of them have it ; but all 
of them are naturally devoid of motion. If it be granted that 
motion does naturally belong to all parts of matter, the dispute is 
at an end, the concession quite overthrowing the hypothesis. 

" If Mr. Hobbes should reply that the motion is impressed 
upon any of the parts of matter by God, he will say that which 
I most readily grant to be true, but will not serve his turn, if be 
would speak congruously with his own hypothesis. For I demand 
whether this Supreme Being that the assertion has recourse to, be 
a corporeal or an incorporeal substance? If it be the latter, and 
yet the efficient cause of motion in bodies, then it will not be uni- 
versally true that whatever body is moved is so by a body conti- 
guous and moved. For, in our supposition, the bodies that God 
moves, either immediately or by the intervention of any other 
immaterial being, are not moved by a body contiguous, but by an 
incorporeal spirit/'— -Some Considerations about the ReconcileabU- 
Mess if Reason and Religion : Boyle, vol. iii. p. 520. 

* Boyle has some ingenious speculations on this point : — 

" That there is local motion in many parts of matter is manifest 
to sense, but how matter came by this motion was of old, and is 
suU, hotly disputed of: for the ancient Corpuscularian philoso- 
phers (whose doctrine in most other points, though not in all, we 
are the most inclinable to), not acknowledging an author of the 
universe, were thereby reduced to make motion congenite to 
matter, and consequently coeval with it. But since local motion, 
or an endeavour at it, is not included in the nature of matter, 
which is as much matter when it rests as when it moves ; and 
since we see that the same portion of matter may from motion be 
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Plato, Aristotle, and the Pythagoreans, supposed that 
throughout all nature an active principle was diffused, 
upon which depended all the properties exhibited by 
matter. This is the same as the "plastic nature " of 
Cudworth,* the "intellectual and artificial fire" of 
Bishop Berkeley ;f and to these all modes of motion 
were referred. Sir Isaac Newton also regards the 

reduced to rest, and after it hath continued at rest, so long as other 
bodies do not put it out of that state, may by external agents be 
set a moving again ; I, who am not wont to think a man the worse 
naturalist for not being an atheist, shall not scruple to say with an 
eminent philosopher of old, whom I find to have proposed among 
the Greeks that opinion (for the main) that the excellent Bes Cartes- 
has revived amongst us, that the origin of motion in matter is 
from God ; and not only so, but that thinking it very unfit to be 
believed, that matter barely put into motion, and then left to 
itself, should casually constitute this beautiful and orderly world ; 
I think also further, that the wise Author of things did, by estab- 
lishing the laws of motion among bodies, and by guiding the first 
motions of the small parts of matter, bring them to convene after 
the manner requisite to compose the world ; and especially did 
contrive those curious and elaborate engines, the bodies of living 
creatures, endowing most of them with the power of propagating 
their species." — Considerations and Experiments touching the Origin 
of Forms and Qualities: Boyle's Works, vol. ii. p. 460. Edin- 
burgh. 1744. 

* Cudworth's Intellectual System. 

f "According to the Pythagoreans and Platonists, there is a 
life infused throughout all things ... an intellectual and 
artificial fire — an inward principle, animal spirit, or natural life, 
producing or forming within, as art doth without — regulating, 
moderating, and reconciling the various motions, equalities, andi 
parts of the mundane system. By virtue of this life, the great 
masses are held together in their ordinary courses, as well as the 
minutest particles governed in their natural motions, according to 
the several laws of attraction, gravity, electricity, magnetism, and. 
the rest It is this gives instincts, teaches the spider her web, and 
the bee her honey ; — this it is that directs the roots of plants to 
draw forth juice from the earth, and the leaves and the cortical 
vessels to separate and attract such particles of air and elemen- 
tary fire as suit their respective natures." — Bishop Berkeley, Siris* 
No. 277. 
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material universe and its phenomena as dependent upon 
"active principles" — for instance, the cause of gravity — 
whereby the planets and comets preserve their motions 
in their orbits, and all bodies acquire a degree of motion 
in falling; and the cause of fomentation — whereby the 
heart and blood of animals preserve a perpetual warmth 
and motion — the inner parts of the earth are kept con- 
stantly warmed — many bodies burn and shine— and the 
son himself burns and shines, and with his light warms 
and cheers all things." 

The earth turns on its axis at the rate of more than 
1,000 miles an hour, and passes around the sun with 
the speedof upwards of 68,000 miles in the same time.* 
The earth and the other planets of our system move in 
ellipses around a common centre : therefore their motion 
cannot have been originally communicated merely by 
the impressed force of projection. Two forces, at leasts 
must have operated, one making the planets tend 
directly to the centre, and the other impelling them to 
fly off at a tangent to the curve described. Here we • 
hive a system of spheres, held by some power to a great 
central mass, around which they revolve with a fearful 
velocity. Nor is this aU; the Solar System itself, 
bound by the same mystic chain to an undiscovered 
centre, moves towards a point in space at the rate of 
83,550,000 geographical miles, whilst our earth per- 
forms one revolution around the sun.f 

* " The revolution of the earth is performed in a natural day, 
or, more strictly speaking, onoe in 23b. 56' 4", and as its mean 
circumference is 24,871 miles, it follows that any point in its equa- 
torial surface has a rotatory motion of more than 1 ,000 miles per 
hour. This velocity must gradually diminish to nothing at either 
pole. Whilst the earth is thus revolving on its axis, it has a pro- 
gressive motion in its orbit. If we take the length of the earth's 
orbit at 630,000,000, its motion through space must exceed 68,490 
miles in the hour." — Enc. Brit. art. Physical Geography. 

t "Here then we have the splendid result of the united studies 
of MM. Argelander, O. Struve, and Peters, grounded on observa- 
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The evidence of the motion of the Earth around its 
axis, as afforded by the swinging of a pendulum or the 
rotation of a sphere, is too interesting to be omitted. 
In mechanical philosophy, we have two terms of the 
same general meaning — the conservation of the plane of 
vibration — and the conservation of the axis of rotation. 
For the non-scientific reader, these terms require 
explanation, and in endeavouring to simplify this as 
much as possible, we must ask the indulgence of the 
Mechanical Philosopher. Let us fix in the centre of a 
small round table an upright rod, having an arm ex- 
tending from its top, to which we can suspend a tolerably 
heavy weight attached to a string. This is our piece of 
apparatus: upon the table draw a chalk line, along 
which line we intend our pendulum to swing, and con- 
turning this line upon the floor, or by a mark on the 
wall, our arrangements are complete. Raise steadily 
the bob of our pendulum, and set it free, so that its 
plane of vibration is along the line which has been 
marked. As the pendulum is swinging firmly along 
this line, slowly and steadily turn the table round. It 

tions made at the three observatories of Dorpat, Abo, Pulkova, 
and which is expressed in the following thesis : — The motion of 
the solar system in space is directed to a point of the celestial 
vault situated on the right line which joins the two stars n and ft 
Hercidis, at a quarter of the apparent distance of these stars, 
reckoning from v Herculis. The velocity of chis motion is such, 
that the sun, with all the bodies which depend upon it, advances 
annually in the above direction 1*623 times the radius of the 
earth's orbit, or 33,550,000 geographical miles. The possible 
error of this last number amounts to 1,733,000 geographical miles, 
or to a seventh of the whole value. We may then wager 400,000 
to 1 that the sun has a proper progressive motion, and 1 to 1 that 
it is comprised between the limits of thirty-eight and twenty-nine 
millions of geographical miles." — Etudes d Astronomic Stellaire : 
Sur la Voie Lactee et sur les Distances des Etoiles Fixes : M. F. 
W. G. Struve. [A report addressed to his Excellency M. Le 
•Comte Ouvaroff, Minister of Public Instruction and President of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg.] 
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will then be seen that the pendulum will still vibrate in the 
direction of the line we have continued onward to the wall, 
but that the line on the table is gradually withdrawn 
from it. If we had no upright, we might turn the table 
entirely round, without in the slightest degree altering 
the line along which the pendulum performs its oscilla- 
tions. Now, if from some elevated spot, say, from the 
centre of the dome of St. Paul's, a long and heavy pen- 
dulum is suspended, and if on the floor we mark the line 
along which we set the pendulum free to vibrate, it will 
be seen, as in the experiment with the table, that the 
marked line moves away from under the pendulum. It 
continues to vibrate in the plane it first described, 
although the line on the earth's surface continues to 
move forward by the diurnal rotation around the axis. 
Similar to this is the law of the conservation of the axis 
of rotation. If a common humming-top, the spindle of 
which is its axis of rotation, is set spinning obliquely, it 
will be seen that the axis will continue to point along 
the line . it took at the commencement of motion. 
By placing a heavy sphere in a lathe, resting its project- 
ing axial points on some moveable bearings, and then 
getting the sphere into extremely rapid motion, one of the 
bearings may be removed without the mass falling to 
the ground. The rapidity of motion changes so con- 
stantly and quickly the position of the particles which 
have a tendency tafall, that we have motion balanced 
against the force of gravitation in a striking manner ; 
and we learn, from this experiment, the explanation 
of the planetary and stellar masses revolving on their 
axis at a speed sufficient to maintain them without sup- 
port in space. A mass of matter, a sphere or a disc, 
carefully balanced, is fixed in gymbals such as we employ 
for fixing our compass needles, and it is set by some 
mechanical contrivance in rapid rotation. The position 
of the axis of rotation remains unaltered, although the 
earth is moving; and thus, by this instrument, — called the 
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gyroscope, — we can determine, as with the pendulum, the 
motion of the earth around its axis ; and we learn why, 
during its movement around the sun, its axis is unde- 
viatingly 'pointed towards one point in space, marked in 
our Heavens' as the Polar Star. 

In addition to these great rotations, the earth is sub- 
jected to other motions, as the precession of the equi- 
noxes and the nutation of its axis. Booking regularly 
upon a point round which it rapidly revolves, whilst it 
progresses onward in its orbit, like some huge top in 
tremulous gyration upon the deck of a vast aerial ship 
gliding rapidly through space, is the earth performing 
its part in the great law of motion. 

The rapidity of these impulses, supposing the powers 
of the physical forces were for a moment suspended, 
would be sufficient to scatter the maw of our planet 
over space as a mere star-dust. 

limiting, as much as possible, the view which opens 
upon the mind as we contemplate the adjustments by 
which this great machine, our system, is preserved in all 
its order and beauty, let us forget the great movement 
of the whole through space, and endeavour to consider 
the effect of those motions which are directly related to 
the earth, as a member of one small group of worlds. 

We cannot for a moment doubt, although we have not 
any experimental proof of the fact, that the proper 
motions of the earth materially influence the conditions 
of the matter of which it is formed. Every pair of 
atoms is, like a balance, delicately suspended, under 
the constant struggle which arises from the tendency to 
fly asunder, induced by one order of forces — centrifugal 
force — and the efforts of others, gravitation and cohe- 
sion, to chain them together. The spring is brought to 
the highest state of tension— one tremor more, and it 
would be destroyed. 

We cannot, by any comparison with the labours of 
the most skiKnl human artisan, convey an idea of the 
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exquisite perfection of planetary* mechanics, even so far 
as they have been discovered by the labours of science ; 
and we must admit that our insight into the vast 
machinery has been very limited. 

All we know is the fact that this planet moves in a 
certain order, and at a fixed rate, and that the speed is 
of itself sufficient to rend the hardest rocks ; yet the 
delicate down which rests so lightly upon the flower is 
undisturbed. It is, therefore, evident that matter is 
endued with powers, by which mass is bound to mass, 
and atom to atom ; these powers are not the results of 
any of the motions which we have examined, but, 
acting in antagonism to them, they sustain our globe in 
it* present form. 

Are there other motions to which these powers can be 
referred ? We know of none. That absolute nest may 
not exist among the particles of matter is probable. 
Electrical action, chemical power, crystalline aggrega- 
tion, the expansive force of heat, and many other known 
agencies, are in constant operation to prevent it It 
must, however, be remembered, that each and every 
atom constituting a mass may be so suspended between 
the balanced forces, that it may be regarded as relatively 
at rest. 

Theory imagines Motion as producing Force — a body 
is moved, and its mere mechanical change of place is 
regarded as generating heat; and hence the refinements 
of modern science have advanced to the conclusion that 
motion and heat are convertible. Admitting that the 
material atoms of which thia world is formed are never 
in a state of quiescence, yet we cannot suppose any gross 
ponderable particle as capable of moving itself; but 
once set in motion, it may become the secondary cause 
of motion in other particles.* The difficulties of the 

* " The first great agent which the analysis of natural pheno- 
mena offers to our consideration, more frequently and prominently 
than any other, is force. Its effects are either, 1st, to counteract 
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case would appear to have been as follows : — Are heat, 
light, electricity, &c., material bodies? , If they are 
material bodies — and heat, for example, is the cause of 
motion — must not the calorific matter move itself — or if 
it be not self-moving, by what is it moved ? If heat is 
material, and the primary cause of motion, then matter 
must have an innate power of moving ; it can convert 
itself into active force, or be at once a cause and an 
effect, which can scarcely be regarded as a logical 
deduction. 

We move a particle of matter, and heat is manifested ; 
the force being continued, light, electricity, and chemi- 
cal action result ; all, as appears from a limited view of 

the exertion of opposing force, and thereby to maintain equilibrium ; 
or, 2ndly, to produce motion in matter, 

" Mattel*, or that whatever it be of which all the objects in nature 
which manifest themselves directly to our senses consist, presents 
us with two general qualities, which at first sight appear to 
stand in contradiction to each other — activity and inertness. 
Its activity is proved by its power of spontaneously setting other 
matter in motion, and of itself obeying their mutual impulse, 
and moving under the influence of its own and other force ; 
inertness, in refusing to move unless obliged to do so by a force 
impressed externally, or mutually exerted between itself and 
other matter, and by persisting in its state of motion or rest 
unless disturbed by some external . cause. Yet, in reality, this 
contradiction is only apparent Force being the cause, and 
motion the effect produced by it on matter, to say that matter is 
inert, or has inertia, as it is termed, is only to say that the cause 
is expended in producing its effect, and that the same cause 
cannot (without renewal) produce double or triple its own proper 
effect. In this point of view, equilibrium may be conceived as a 
continual production of two opposite effects, each undoing at 
every instant what the other has done,"?— See continuation of 
the argument in HerscheVs Discourse on the Study of Natural 
Philosophy, page 223. 

In the Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, vol. xlv., will be 
found a paper by Dr Kobert Brown — " Of the sources of motions 
upon the Earth, and of the means by which they are sustained" 
which will well repay an attentive perusal, as pointing to a class 
of investigation of the highest order, and containing deductions of 
the most philosophic description. 
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the phenomena, arising out of the mechanical force 
applied to the particle first moved** This mechanical 
force, it must be remembered, is external to the body 
moved, and is, in all probability, set up by the move- 
ment of a - muscle, acted upon by nerves, under the 
influence of a will. 

The series of phenomena we have supposed to arise 
admit of an explanation free of the hypothesis of motion, 
and we avoid the dangerous ground of metaphysical 
speculation, and the subtleties of that logic which rests 
upon the immateriality of all creation. This explanation, it 
is freely admitted, is incomplete : we cannot distinctly 
correlate each feature of the phenomena, combine lint 
to link, and thus form a perfect chain ; but it is suffi- 
ciently clear to exhibit what we do know, and leave the 
unknown free for unbiassed investigation. 

Each particle, each atom of that which conveys to our 
senses the only ideas we have of natural objects — pon- 
derable matter — is involved in, or interpenetrated by, 
those principles which we call heat and electricity, with 
probably many others which are unknown to us ; and 
although these principles or powers are, according to 
some law, bound in statical equilibrium to inert matter, 
they are freely developed by an external excitement, and 
the disturbance of any one of them, upsetting the equili- 
brium, leaves the other power equally free to be brought 
under the cognizance of human sense by their effects. 

When we come to an examination of the influences 
exerted by these powers upon the physical earth, the 
position, that they must be regarded as the causes of 
motion rather than the effects of it, will be farther con- 
sidered. At present it is only necessary to state thus 

* Friction, it is well known, generates heat ; by rapidly rubbing 
two sticks together, the Indian produces their ignition ; heat and 
light being both manifested. Under every mechanical disturb- 
ance electrical changes can be detected, and the action of heat in 
the combustion of the wood is a chemical phenomenon. 

c 
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18 FORCE, A CAUSE OF MOTION. 

generally the views we entertain of the conditions of 
matter in connection with the imponderable forces and 
mechanical powers. The conversion, as it has been 
called, of motion into heat, in the experiments of Count 
Rumford and Mr. Joule,* are only evidences that a 

* Count Rumford's experiment consisted in placing a mass of 
metal in a box of water at a known temperature, and, by employ- 
ing a boring apparatus, ascertaining carefully the increase of 
heat after a given number of revolutions. He thus describes his 
most satisfactory experiment : — 

"Everything being ready, I proceeded to make the experi- 
ment I had projected, in the following manner. The hollow 
cylinder having been previonsly cleaned out, and the inside of 
its bore wiped with a clean towel till it was quite dry, the square 
iron bar, with the blunt steel borer fixed to the end of it, was 
put into its place ; the mouth of the bore of the cylinder being 
closed at the same time by means of the circular piston through 
the centre of which the iron bar passed. 

" This being done, the box was put in its place ; and the join- 
ings of the iron rod, and of the neck of the cylinder with the 
two ends of the box, having been made water-tight, by means of 
collars of oiled leather, the box was filled with cold water (viz., at 
the temperature of 60°) and the machine was put in motion. The 
result of this beautiful experiment was very striking, and the 
pleasure it afforded me amply repaid me for all the trouble I had 
had, in contriving and arranging the complicated machinery used 
in making it. The cylinder, revolving at the rate of about thirty- 
two times in a minute, had been in motion but a short time, when 
I perceived, by putting my hand into the water and touching the 
out3ide of the cylinder, that heat was generated, and it was not 
long before the water which surrounded the cylinder began to be 
sensibly warm. At the end of one hour, I found, by plunging 
a thermometer into the water in the box (the quantity of which 
fluid amounted to 18*77 lbs. avoirdupois, or 2± wine gallons), 
that its temperature had been raised no less than 47°; being 
now 107o of Fahrenheit's scale. When thirty minutes more 
had elapsed, or one hour and thirty minutes after the machinery 
had been put in motion, the heat of the water in the box was 
142°. At the end of two hours, reckoning from the beginning 
of the experiment, the temperature of the water was found to be 
raised to 1 78°. At two hours twenty minutes it was at 200° ; 
and at two hours thirty minutes it actually boiled" — Inquiry 
concerning the Source of the Heat excited by Friction : Philosophi- 
cal Transactions, vol. lxxxviii. a.d. 1798. 
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certain uniformity exists between the mechanical force 
applied, and the amount of heat liberated. It does not 
appear that we have any proof of the conversion of 
motion into physical power. 

It is necessary, to a satisfactory contemplation of the 
wonderful properties of matter, and of the forces regu- 
lating the forms of the entire creation, that we should 
be content with regarding the elementary bodies which 
chemistry instructs us form our globe, as tangible, pon- 
derable atoms, having specific and distinguishing pro- 
perties. That we should, as far as it is possible for 

" !Mr. Joule brought a communication on the same subject before 
the British Association at Cambridge, which was afterwards 
published in the Philosophical Magazine, and from that journal 
the following notices are extracted :— 

" The apparatus exhibited before the Association consisted of 
a brass paddle-wheel, working horizontally in a can of water. 
Motion could be communicated to this paddle by means of 
weights, pulleys, &c. The paddle moved with great resistance 
in the can of water, so that the weights (each of four pounds) 
descended at the slow rate of about one foot per second. The 
height of the pulleys from the ground was twelve yards, and 
consequently when the weights had descended through that dis- 
tance they had to be wound up again in order to renew the 
motion of the paddle. After this operation had been repeated 
sixteen times, the increase of the temperature of the water was 
ascertained by means^of a very sensible and accurate thermometer. 
" A series of nine experiments was performed in the above 
manner, and nine experiments were made in order to eliminate 
the cooling or heating effects of the atmosphere. After reducing 
the result to the capacity for heat of a pound of water, it ap- 
peared that for each degree of heat evolved by the friction of 
water, a mechanical power equal to that which can raise a weight 
of 890 lbs. to the height of one foot, had been expended. 

" Any of your readers who are so fortunate as to reside amid 
the romantic scenery of Wales or Scotland could, I doubt not, 
confirm my experiments by trying the temperature of the water 
at the top and at the bottom of a cascade. If my views be cor- 
rect, a fall of 817 feet will of course generate one degree of heat, 
and the temperature of the river Niagara will be raised about 
one fifth of a degree by its fell of 160 feet.**— 2&&f»«i between 
Heat and Mechanical Power: Philosoph. Mag vol. xxriL*Jft40» 
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finite minds to do so, endeavour to conceive the power* 
or forces — gravitation, molecular attraction, electricity, 
heat, light, and the principle which determines all 
chemical phenomena — as manifestations of agencies 
which hold a place between the most subtile form of 
matter and the hidden principles of vitality, which is still 
vastly inferior to the spiritual state, which reveals itself 
dimly in psychological phenomena, and arrives at its- 
sublimity in the God of the universe. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GRAVITATION. 

"The Forms of Matter—Shape of the Earth— Probability of the 
Mass forming this Planet haying existed in a Nebulous State 
— Zodiacal [Lights— Comets — Volatilization of Solid Matter 
by Artificial means — The principle of Gravitation— Its Influ- 
ence through Space and within the smallest Limits— Gravi- 
tating powers of the Planets— Density of the Earth — Cer- 
tainty of Newton's Law of the Inverse Square — Discovery of 
Neptune — State of a Body relieved from Gravitation — Expe- 
riment explaining Saturn's Ring, &c. — General inference. 

Let us suppose the earth — consisting of three conditions 
of matter ; the solid, the fluid, and the aeriform — to be 
set free from that power by which it is retained in its 
present form of a spheroid flattened at the poles, but 
still subject to the influences of its diurnal and annual 
rotations. Agreeably to the law which regulates the 
conditions of all bodies moving at high velocities, the 
-consequence of such a state of things would be, that our 
planet would instantly spread itself over an enormous 
area. The waters and even the solid masses of this 
globe would, in all probability, present themselves amidst 
the other phenomena of space in a highly attenuated 
state, revolving in an orbit around the sun, as a band of 
nebulous matter, which might sometimes be rendered 
sensible to sight by still reflecting solar light, or by 
•condensation in the form of flights of shooting stars.* 

* Three hypotheses may be used to account for this most curious 
phenomenon. 

1st. The body shines by its own light, and then explodes like a 
-sky-rocket, breaking into minute fragments too small to be any 
•longer visible to the naked eye. 

2nd. Such a body, having shone by its own light, suddenly- 
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23 SHAPE OF THE EARTH. 

This may be illustrated by experiment. If upon a 
rapidly revolving disc we place a ball of dust, it will be 
almost immediately spread out, and its particles will 
arrange themselves in a series of regular curves, varying 

ceases to be luminous. " The falling stars and other fiery meteors 
which are frequently seen at a considerable height in the atmos 
phere, and which have received different names according to the 
variety of their figure and size, arise from the fermentation of the 
effluvia of acid and alkaline bodies which float in the atmosphere. 
When the more subtile parts of the effluvia are burned away, the 
viscous and earthy parts become too heavy for the air to support, 
and by their gravity fall to the earth." — Keith's Use qfthe Globes. 
According to Sir Humphry Davy, in the Philosophical Transac- 
tions for 1847, " the luminous appearances of shooting stars and 
meteors cannot be owing to any inflammation of elastic fluids, but 
must depend upon the ignition" of solid bodies." 

3. The body shines by the reflected light of the sun, and ceases 
to be visible by its passing into the earth's shadow, or, in other 
words, is eclipsed. Upon the two former suppositions the fact of 
the star's disappearance conveys to us no knowledge of its position, 
or of its distance from the earth ; and all that can be said is, that 
if it be a satellite of the earth, the great rapidity of its motion in- 
volves the necessity of its being at no great distance from the earth's 
surface — much nearer than the moon; while the resistance it 
would encounter in traversing the air would be so great that it is 
probably without the limits of our atmosphere. Sir J. W. Lub- 
bock leans to the third hypothesis. — Sir J. W. Lubbock, On Shoot- 
ing Stars: Phil. Mag. No. 213, p. 81. 

Sir J. Lubbock also published a supplementary paper on the 
same subject, in No. 214, p. 170. 

Mr. J.r. Joule entertains an hypothesis with respect to Shooting 
Stars similar to that advocated by Chladnito account for meteoric 
stones, and he reckons the ignition of these miniature planetary 
bodies by their violent collision with our atmosphere, to be a re- 
markable illustration of the doctrine of the equivalency of heat to 
mechanical power, or vis viva. 

If we suppose a meteoric stone of the size of a six-inch cube to 
enter our atmosphere at the rate of eighteen miles per second of 
time, the atmosphere being yi^ of its density at the earth's surface, 
the resistance oflered to the motion of the stone will in this case 
be at least 51 ,600 lbs. ; and if the stone traverse twenty miles with 
this amount of resistance, sufficient heat will therebv be developed 
to give 1° Fahrenheit to (5,967,980 lbs. of water. Of course by Jar 
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with the velocity of the motion. In addition to the dis- 
integration which would arise from the tendency of the 
atoms to fly from the centre, the motion, in space, of 
the planetary mass would naturally occasion a trailing 
out, and the only degree of uniformity which this orb 
could, under these imaginary conditions, possibly pre- 
sent, would be derived from the combined effects of 
motions in different directions. 

Amid the remoter stars, some remarkable cloud-like 
appearances are discovered. These nebulae, presenting 
to the eye of the observer only a gleaming light, as from 
some phosphorescent vapour, were long regarded as 
indications of such a condition as that which we have 
just been considering. Astronomers saw, in those mys- 
terious nebulae, a confirmation of their views, which 
regarded all the orbs of the firmament as having once 
been thin sheets of vapour, which had gradually, from 
irregular bodies traversing space, been slowly condensed 
about a centre, and brought within the limits of aggre- 
gating agencies, until, after the lapse of ages, they 
become sphered stars, moving in harmony amid the 
bright host of heaven.* Geologists seized on those 

the largest portion of this heat will be given to the displaced air, 
every particle of which will sustain the shock, whilst only the sur- 
face of the stone will be in violent collision with the atmosphere. 
Hence the stone may be considered as placed in a blast of intensely 
heated air, the heat being communicated from the surface to the 
centre by conduction. Only a small portion of the heat evolved 
will therefore be received by the stone ; but if we estimate it at 
only yj^ it will still be equal to 1° Fahrenheit per 69,679 lbs. of 
water, a quantity quite equal to the melting and dissipation of any 
materials of which it may he composed. — Mr. J. P. Joule, On Shoot- 
ing Stars: Phil. Mag. No. 216, p. 348. 

* " Laplace conjectures that in the original condition of the solar 
system, the sun revolved upon his axis, surrounded by an atmos- 
phere which, in virtue of an excessive heat, extended far beyond 
the orbits of all the planets, the planets as yet having no existence. 
The heat gradually diminished, and as the solar atmosphere con- 
tracted by cooling, the rapidity of its rotation increased by the laws 
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views with* eagerness, as confirming theoretical conclu- 
sions deduced from an examination of the structure of 
the earth itself, and explained by them the gradual 
accretion of atoms into crystalline rocks from a cooling 
mass. 

of rotatory motion ; and an exterior zone of vapour was detached 
from the rest, the central attraction being no longer able to over- 
come the increased centrifugal force. This zone of vapour might 
in some cases retain its form, as we see it in Saturn s ring; but 
more usually the ring of vapour would break into several masses, 
and these would generally coalesce into one mass, which would re- 
volve about the sun/' — WhewelTs Bridgemater Treatise. 

The following passage is translated by the same author from 
Laplace :— 

" The anterior state (a state of cloudy brightness) was itself pre- 
ceded by other states, in which the nebulous matter was more and 
more diffuse, the nucleus being less and less luminous. We arrive 
in this manner at a nebulosity so diffuse, that its existence could 
scarce be suspected. Such is in fact the first state of the nebula 
which Herschel carefully observed by means of his telescope." 

Sir William Herschel has the following observations on these 
remarkable masses : — 

" The nature of planetary nebulae, which has hitherto been in- 
volved in much darxness, may now be explained with some degree 
of satisfaction, since the uniform and very considerable brightness 
of their apparent disc accords remarkably well with a much con- 
densed, luminous fluid; whereas, to suppose them to consist of 
clustering stars will not so completely account for the milkiness or 
soft tint of their light, to produce which it would be required that 
the condensation of the stars should be carried to an almost incon- 
ceivable degree of accumulation. 

" How far the light that is perpetually emitted from millions of 
suns may be concerned in this shining fluid, it might be presump- 
tuous to attempt to determine; but notwithstanding the incon- 
ceivable subtilty of the particles of light, when the number of the 
emitting bodies is almost infinitely great, and the time of the con- 
tinual emission indefinitely long, the quantity of emitted particles 
may well become adequate to the constitution of a shining fluid or 
luminous matter, provided a cause can be found that may retain 
them from flying ©jf, or reunite them. 9 ' — Observations on Nebulous 
Stars: Philosophical Transactions, vol. lxxxi. a.d. 1791. 

In addition, the following Memoirs on the same subject, by Sir 
WOliam Herschel, have been published in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions i—Catalogue of 1000 Nebuke and Clusters of Stars, vol. 
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The researches of modern astronomers, aided by the 
magnificent instruments of Lord Rosse,* have, however, 
shown that many of the most remarkable nebulae are 
only clusters of stars;* so remote from us, that the light 
from them appears blended into one diffused sheet or 
luminous film. There are, however, the Magellanic 
clouds, and other singular patches of light, exhibiting 
changes which can only be explained on the theory of 
their slow condensation. There is no evidence to dis- 
prove the position that world-formation may still be 
going on; that a slow and gradual aggregation of par- 
ticles, under the influence of laws with which we are 
acquainted, may be constantly in progress, to end, even- 
tually, in the formation of a sphere. 

May we not regard the zodiacal light as the remains 
of a solar luminiferous atmosphere, which once embraced 
the entire system of which it is the centre ?t Will not 

lxxvi. ; Catalogue of another 1000, with remarks on the Heavens, vol. 
lxxix.; Catalogue of 500 more, with remarks as above, vol. xcii. ; 
Qf such as have a cometary appearance, vol. ci. ; Of planetary 
nebula, ibid. ; Qf stellar nebula, ibid. ; On the sidereal part of 
the heavens, and its connection with the nebulous, vol. civ. ; On the 
relative distances of clusters of nebulous stars, vol. cviii. 

* Lord Bossed beautiful telescopes have been formed upon 
principles which appear to embrace the best possible conditions 
for obtaining a reflecting surface which should reflect the greatest 
quantity of light, and retain that property little diminished for a 
length of time. The alloy used for this purpose consists of tin and 
copper in atomic proportions, namely, one atom of tin to four atoms 
of copper, or by weight 58*9 to 126*4. — On the Construction of 
large Reflecting Telescopes : by Lord Rosse. Report of the Four- 
teenth Meeting of the British Association, 1844, p. 79. 

f The best description of the Zodiacal light occurs in a letter 
furnished by Sur John Herschel to the Times newspaper in March, 
1843 : — " The zodiacal light, as its name imports, invariably ap- 
pears in the zodiac, or, to speak more precisely, in the plane of the 
sun's equator, which is 7° inclined to the zodiac, and which plane, 
seen from the sun, intersects the ecliptic in longitude 78° and 258°, 
or so much in advance of the equinoctial points : in consequence 
it is seen to the best advantage at, or a little after, the equinoxes ; 
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the strange changes which have been seen to take place 
in cometary bodies, even whilst they were passing near 
the earth, — as the division of Biela's comet and the 
ultimate formation of a second nucleus from the de- 
tached portion, — strongly tend to support the probabi- 
lity of the idea that attenuated matter has, in the pro- 
gress of time, been condensed into solid masses, and 
that nebulous clouds must still exist in every state of 
tenuity in the regions of infinite space,* which, in the 

after sunset, at the spring, and before sunrise, at the autumnal 
equinox ; not only because the direction of its apparent axis lies 
at those times more nearly perpendicular to the horizon, but also 
because at those epochs we are approaching the situation when it 
is seen most completely in section. 

u At the vernal equinox the appearance of the zodiacal light is 
that of a pretty broad pyramidal, or rather lenticular, body of light, 
which begins to be visible as soon as the twilight decays. It is 
very bright at its lower or broader part near the horizon, and, if 
there be broken clouds about, often appears like the glow of a dis- 
tant conflagration, or of the rising moon, only less red, giving rise, 
in short, to amorphous masses of light such as have been noticed 
by one of your correspondents as possibly appertaining to the comet. 
At higher altitudes, its light fades gradually, and is seldom trace- 
able much beyond the Pleiades, which it usually, however, attains 
and involves, and (what is most. to ray present purpose) its axis at 
the vernal equinox is always inclined (to the northward of the 
equator) at an angle of between 60° and 70° to the horizon, and it 
is most luminous at its base, resting on the horizon, where also it 
is broadest, occupying, in fact, an angular breadth of somewhere 
about 10° or 12° in ordinary clear weather." 

* " The assumption that the extent of the starry Armament is 
literally infinite has been made by one of the greatest of astrono- 
mers, the late Dr. Olbers, the basis of a conclusion that the celes- 
tial spaces are, in some slight degree, deficient in transparency ; 
so that all beyond a certain distance is, and must remain for ever, 
unseen ; the geometrical progression of the extinction of light far 
outrunning the effect of any conceivable increase in the power of 
our telescopes. Were it not so, it is argued, every part of the celes- 
tial concave ought to shine with the brightness of the solar disc, 
since no visual ray could be so directed as not, in some point or 
other of its infinite length, to encounter such a disc." — Edinburgh 
Review, p. 185, for January, 1848 ; Etudes d'Astronomie Stellaire. 
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mysterious processes of world-formation, will, eventually, 
become stars, and reflect across the blue immensity of 
heaven, in brightness, that light which is the necessary 
agent of organisation and all manifestations of beauty ? 
The inferences drawn from a careful study of the con- 
dition of our own globe are in favour of the assumption 
of the existence of nebulous matter. By the processes 
of art and manufacture, by the operation of those powers 
on which organisation and life depend, solid matter is 
constantly poured off in such a state that it cannot be 
detected, as matter, by any of the human senses. Yet 
a thousand results, daily and hourly accumulating as 
truths around us, prove that the solid metals, the gross 
earths, and the constituents of animal and vegetable life, 
all pass away invisible to us, and become " thin air." 
We know that, floating around us, these volatilized 
bodies exist in some material form, and numerous ex- 
periments in chemistry are calculated to convince us, 
that the most attenuated air is capable, with a slight 
change of circumstances, of being converted into the 
condition of solid masses. Hydrogen gas, the lightest, 
the most ethereal of the chemical elements, dissolves iron 
and zinc, arsenic, sulphur, and carbon ; and from the 
transparent combinations thus formed, we can with 
facility separate those ponderous bodies. Such sub- 
stances must exist in our own atmosphere; why not 
in the regions of space? Whether this planet ever 
floated a mass of nebulous matter, only known by its 
dim and filmy light, or comet-like rushed through 
space with widely eccentric orbit, are questions which 
can only receive the reply of speculative minds. 
Whether the earth and the other members of the Solar 
System were ever parts of a Central Sun,* and thrown 

* In the Astronomische Nachrichten of July, 1846, appeared a 
Memoir by M. Madler, Die Centralsonne. The conclusions arrived 
at by Macfier may be understood from the following quotation from 
a French translation, made by M. A.- Gautier, in the Archives desr 
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from it by some mighty convulsion, though now revolv- 
ing with all the other masses around that orb, chained 
in their circuits by some infinite power, is beyond the 
utmost refinements of science to discover. This hypo- 
thesis is, however, in its sublime conception, worthy of 
the master-mind that gave it birth. 

All we know is, that our earth is an oblate sphere, 
which, by the effects of its rotation around an axis, is 
somewhat enlarged at the equator and flattened at the 
poles ; — that it maintains its regular course around the 
sun, in virtue of the operation of two forces, one of 

Sciences Physiques et Naiurelles, for October, 1846 :— " Quoiqu'il 
resulte de ce qui precede que la region du ciel que j'ai adoptee 
satisfait a toutes les conditions poshes plus haut, il n'en est pas 
moins convenable de la soumettre a toutes les epreuves possibles. 
Plusieursessaisde combinaisons differentes m'ont convaineu qu'on 
ne pourrait trouver aucun autre point dans le ciel qui put temr 
lieu, meme d'une maniere approchee, que celui que j'ai adopte. 
On pourrait maintenant m'addresser l'objection que, si la region 
du ciel ou se trouve le centre de gravite de notre systeme d'etoiles 
fixes, est determined par ce qui precede entre certaines limites, il 
n'en resulte pas la necessite de choisir Alcyone pour ce centre, 
attendu qu'il pourrait bien tomber sur quelqu'autre etoile situee 
dans le groupe ou dans son voisinage. Mais outrd que c'est tout 
pres de la que se trouve le groupe le plus brillant et le plus ricbe 
en etoiles de tout le ciel, et qu'il ne s'agit point ici d'un point 
arbitraire situe dans le voisinage peu apparent et qui n'ait rien 
qui le distingue, il ne se trouve nul part, ineme dans la region 
voisine, une aussi exacte concordance des mouvements propres 
qu'ici, et ces mouvements correspondent mieux que tous les autres 
aux conditions etablies plus haut. Or si Ton doit considerer ce 
groupe central, entre les etoiles egalement eloignees, on peut pre- 
sumer que la plus brillante de beaucoup presente la plus grande 
masse. Outre cela Alcyone, considered optiquement, est au milieu 
du groupe des Pleiades; et son mouvement propre, determine par 
Bessel, est plus exactement en accord avec la moyenne de ceux 
des autres Pleiades ; ainsi que des etoiles de cette region jusqu'a 
10° de distance. J e puis done tiablir comme consequence de tout ce 
ui, pre* cede que le groupe des Pleiades est le groupe central I ensemble 
lu systeme des itoiles fixes, jusqu'aux limites extirieures determine* es 
par la Voie Lactee ; et que Alcyone est Vitoile de ce groupe qui 
paralt itre, leplus vraisemblablement, le vrai Soleil central." 
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PRINCIPLE OF GRAVITATION. 29 

which, acting constantly, would eventually draw it 
into the body of the sun itself; but that it is op- 
posed by the other, centrifugal force, and the varying 
momentum of the revolving mass ; — that the same 
force acting from the centre of the earth itself, and 
from the centre of every particle of its substance,, 
resolves the whole into a globular form. 

The principle of Gravitation* is that force which 
resides in every form of matter, by which particle is 
attracted by particle, and mass by mass, the less 
towards the greater. What this may be, we scarcely 
dare to speculate. In the vast area of its action, which 
opens before the eye of the mind, we see a power span- 
ning all space, and linking together every one of those 
myriads of worlds which spangle the robe of the Infi- 
nite, and we are compelled to pause. Is this principle 
of gravitation a property of matter, or is it a power 
higher than the more tangible forces, is the question 
which presses on the mind. If we regard it as a subtile 
principle pervading all space, we compel ourselves to 
look beyond it for another power yet more refined ; and 
we cannot halt until, ascending from the limitable to 
the illimitable, we resolve gravitation and its governing 
influences to the centre of all power — the will of the 
eternal Creator. 

Science has developed the grand truth, that it is by 
the exercise of this all-pervading influence that the 
earth is retained in its orbit — that the pellucid globe of 
dew which glistens on the leaf is bound together — that 
the debris which float upon the lake accumulate into 
(me mass — that the sea exhibits the phenomena of the 
tides— and the aerial ocean its barometric changes. In 
all things this force is active, and throughout nature it 
is ever present. Our knowledge of the laws which it 

* See the article On Gravitation, Penny Cyclopaedia, from the 
pen of the Astronomer-Royal. 
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obeys, enables us to conclude that the sun and distant 
planets are consolidated masses like this earth. We 
find that they have gravitating power, and by com- 
paring this influence with that exerted by the earth, we 
are enabled to weigh the mass of one planet against 
another. In the balance of the astronomer, it is as 
easy to poise the remote star, as it is for the engineer 
to calculate the weight of the iron tunnel of the Menai 
Straits, or any othermechanical structure. Thusthrough- 
out the universe the balance of gravitating force is un- 
erringly sustained. If one of the most remote of those 
gems of light, which flicker at midnight in the dark 
distance of the starry vault, was, by any power, removed 
from its place, the disturbance of these delicately ba- 
lanced mysteries would be felt through all the created 
systems of worlds. 

From the peculiarity of the laws which this power 
called gravity obeys, it has been inferred that it acts 
from centres of force; it is proved that its power dimi- 
nishes in the inverse ratio of the square of the distance, 
and that the gravitating power of every material body 
is in the direct proportion of its mass. In astronomical 
calculations we have first to learn the mass of our 
earth. Experiment informs us that the density of our 
hardest rock is not above 2*8 ; but from the enormous 
pressure to which matter must be subjected, at great 
depths from the surface, the weight of the superincum- 
bent mass constantly increasing, it is quite certain 
that the earth's density must be far more than this. 
Maskelyne determined the attraction of large masses 
by a plummet and line on the mountain Schehallion.* 

* Delambre dates the commencement of modern astronomical 
observation in its most perfect form from Maskelyne, who was the 
first who gave what is now called a standard catalogue (a.d. 1790) 
of stars ; that is, a number of stars observed with such frequency 
and accuracy, that their places serve as standard points of the 
heavens. His suggestion of the Nautical Almanack, and his su- 
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Cavendish, with exceedingly delicate apparatus, observed 
the attraction of masses of known weight and size upon 
each other. Applying the powers of arithmetical cal- 
culation; and the data obtained from the small experi- 
ments to the larger phenomena, Maskelyne determined 
the earth's mean density to be 4*71, whilst Cavendish 
made it 5*48, but the more recent refined investigations 
of Baily have determined it to be 5*67.* 

Prom data thus obtained by severe inductive experi- 
ments and mathematical analyses, the astronomer, by 
observing the deviations of a distant star, is enabled to 
determine the influence of those stellar bodies near 
which it passes, and, hence, to calculate the relative 
magnitudes of each. The accuracy of the law is in this 
way put to the severest test, and the precision of astro- 
nomical prediction is the strongest proof of its univer- 
sality and troth. 

Soiling onward its lonely way, in the far immensity 
of our system, the planet Uranus was discovered by 
the elder Herschel, — so great its distance that its 
diminished light could scarcely be detected by the 
most powerful telescopes; but since its discovery its 
path has been carefully watched, and some irregularities 
noticed. Most of these disturbances were referable 
to known causes ; but a little alteration in its rate of 
motion observed when the planet was in one portion 
of its vast orbit was unexplained. Convinced of the 
certainty of Newton's law, and having determined 
that the attraction of known masses was insufficient 

perintendenee of it to the end of bis life, from its first publication 
in 1767, are mentioned in the Almanack (vol. i. p. 864) ; his Sche- 
hallion Experiment on Attraction in vol. Hi. p. 69 ; and the charac- 
ter of his Greenwich Observations in Greenwich Observatory in vol. 
ii. p. 442. 

* Experiments to determine the Density of the Earth. By Henry 
Cavendish, Esq., F.K.S. and F.A.S. — Philosophical Transactions, 
1798. 
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to produce the disturbance observed, these deviations 
were referred to the gravitating influence of a maw 
beyond the known limits of our Solar System. By 
the investigations of Adams in England,* and Le Verri^r 
in Prance, f the place of the hypothetical mass was 
determined, and its size computed. Aa a grand 
confirmation of the great law, and to the glory of those 
two far-searching minds, who do honour to their 
respective countries and their age, the hypothesis 
became a fact, in the discovery of the planet Neptune 
in the place determined by rigorous calculation. Astron 
nomy affords other examples of the sublime truth of 
the law of gravitation, than which science can afford no 
more elevated poetry. 

So completely is all nature locked in the bonds of 
this infinite power, that it is no poetic exaggeration to 
declare, that the blow which rends any earthly mass 
is conveyed by successive impulses to every one of the 
myriads of orbs, which are even too remote for the 
reach of telescopic vision. 

An illustrative experiment must close our consideration 
of relative operations of rotation and gravitation. We well 
know that a body in a fluid state would, if suspended above 
the earth, it being at the same time free to take any form, 
naturally assume that of a flattened spheroid, from the 
action of the mass of the earth upon it : whereas the 
force of cohesive attraction acting equally from all sides 
of a centre, would, if uninfluenced, necessarily produce 
a perfect sphere. The best method of showing that this 
would be the case, is as follows : — 

Alcohol and water are to be mixed together until the 

* Adams : An "Explanation of the observed irregularities in the 
motion of Uranus, on the hypothesis of disturbance caused by a more 
distant Planet. — Appendix to Nautical Almanack for 1851. 

f Le Verrier : Premier Mimoire sur la thiorie d 'Uranus, Comptes 
Rendus, vol. xxi. ; Sur la planete qui preduit les anomalies observe" es 
dans le mouvement d Uranus. — lb. vol. xxiii. 
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fluid is of the same specific gravity as olive oil. If, when 
this is effected, we drop globules of the oil into the 
mixed fluid, it will be seen that they take an orbicular 
form ;— and, of course, in this experiment the power of 
the earth's gravitating influence is neutralized. The 
same drops of oil under any other conditions would be 
flattened. Simple as this illustration is, it tells much of 
the wondrous secret of those beautifully balanced forces 
of cohesion and of gravitation ; and from the prosaic 
fact we rise to a great philosophical truth. Our experi- 
ment may lead us yet farther in exemplification of 
known phenomena. If we pass a steel wire through 
one of those floating spheres of oil, and make it revolve 
rapidly and steadily, thus imitating the motion of . 
planet on its axis, the oil spreads out, and we have thi 
spheroidal form of our earth. Increase the rapidity of 
this rotation, and when a certain rate is obtained the 
oil widens into a disc, a ring separates itself from 
a central globe, and at a distance from it still revolves 
around it.* Here we have a miniature representation of 

* The experiment alluded to is one of a series by M. Plateau, 
who thus describes his arrangement of the fluid : — " We begin by 
making a mixture of alcohol and distilled water, containing a cer- 
tain excess of alcohol, so that when submitted to the trial of the 
test tube it lets the small sphere of oil fall to the bottom rather 
rapidly. When this point is obtained, the whole is thrown upon 
filters, care being taken to cover the funnels containing these last 
with plates of glass ; this precaution is taken in order to prevent, 
as much as possible, the evaporation of the alcohol. The alco- 
holic liquor passes the first through the filters, ordinarily carrying 
with it a certain number of very minute spherules of oU When 
the greater part has thus passed, the spherules become more nume- 
rous; what still remains in the first filters, namely, the oil and a 
residue of alcoholic liquor, is then thrown into a single filter placed 
on a new flask. This last filtration takes place much more slowly 
than the first, on account of the viscosity of the oil ; it is consider- 
ably accelerated by renewing the filter once or twice during the 
operation. If the funnel has been covered with sufficient care, the 
oil will collect into a single mass at the bottom of the flask und* 

D 
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the ring of Saturn. This is a, suggestive experiment,, 
the repetition of which, by reflective minds, cannot fail 
to lead to important deductions. The phenomena of 
cohesion, of motion, and gravitation, are all involved; 
and we produce results resembling, in a striking man- 
ner, the conditions which prevail in the planetary spaces, 
under the influence of the same powers. If we take 
a glass globe, and having filled it with a fluid of the 
proper density, drop into it large and small globules of 
oil, we may produce an instructive representation of 
the stellar vault, with its beautiful spheres of light 
revolving in their respective orbits ; and though cross- 
ing each other's paths, still moving in obedience to 
attracting and repelling forces — onward in perfect 
harmony. 

Prom the centre of our earth to the utmost extremity 
of the universe— from the infinitely small to the im- 
mensely vast — cavitation exerts its force. It is met 
on all sides by physical powers acting in antagonism to 
it, but, like a ruling spirit, it restrains them in their 
wildest moods. 

The smallest dust which floats upon the wind 
Bears this strong impress of the Eternal Mind. 
In mystery round it, subtile forces roll; 
And gravitation binds and guides the whole. 
In every sand, before the tempest hurl'd, 
Lie locked the powers which regulate a world, 
And from each atom human thought may rise 
With might to pierce the mysteries of the skies, — 
To try each force which rules the mighty plan, 
Of moving planets, or of breathing man ; 
And from the secret wonders of each sod, 
Evoke the truths, and learn the power of God. 

a layer of alcoholic liquor."— On the Phenomena presented by afrer 
Liquid Mass withdrawn from the action of Gravity. By Professor 
Plateau, of the University of Ghent. Translated from the Memoirs 
of the Royal Academy of Brussels, vol. xvi. ; in the Scientific 
Memoirs, vol. iv. part 13 r 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MOLECULAR FORCES. 

Conditions of Matter— Variety of organized Forme— Inorganic 
Forms — All matter reducible to the most simple conditions 
— Transmutation, a natural operation — Chemical Elemen- 
tary Principles — Divisibility of Matter — Atoms — Molecules — 
Particles— Molecular Force includes several Agencies — 
Instanced in the Action of Heat on Bodies — All Bodies 
porous — Solution — Mixture — Combination — Centres «f 
Force — Different States of Matter (Allotropic Conditions) 
— Theories of Franklin, JEpiuus, and Coulomb — Electrical 
and Magnetic Agencies — Ancient Notions — Cohesive 
Attraction, &c. 

In contemplating the works of nature, we cannot but 
regard, with feelings of religions admiration, the infinite 
variety of forms under which matter is presented to our 
senses. On every hand the utmost diversity is ex- 
hibited; through all things we trace the most perfect 
order ; and over alt is diffused the charm of beauty. It 
is the uneducated or depraved alone who find deformities 
in the creations by which we are surrounded. 

The three conditions of matter are — the solid, the 
fluid, and the aeriform ; and these belong equally to the 
organic and the inorganic world. 

In organic nature we have an almost infinite variety 
of animal form, presenting developments widely different 
from each other, yet in every case suited to the circum- 
stances required by the position which the creature 
occupies in the scale of being. Through the entire 
series, from the Polype to the higher order of animals, 
even to man, we find a uniformity in the progress 
towards perfection, and a continuity in the series, which 
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betrays the great secret, that the mystery of life is the 
same in all, — a pervading spiritual. essence associated 
with matter, and modifying it by the master-mechanism 
of an Infinite mind. 

In the vegetable clothing of the surface of the earth, 
which fits it for the abode of man and animals — from 
the confervas df a stagnant pool, or the lichen of the 
wind-beaten rocks, to the lordly oak or towering palm — 
a singularly beautiful chain of being presents itself to 
the contemplative mind, and we cannot but trace 
the gradual elevation in the scale of organization. 

In the inorganic world, where the great phenomena 
of life are wanting, we have constantly exhibited the 
working of powers of a strangely complicated kind. 
The symmetrical arrangement of crystal* — the diversi- 
fied characters of mineral formations — the systematic 
aggregations of particles to form masses possessing pro- 
perties of a peculiar and striking nature — all prove, that 
agencies, which science, with all its refinements, has not 
yet detected, are unceasingly at work. Heat, electricity, 
chemical power — whatever that may be — and the forces 
of cohesion, are known to be involved in the production 
of the forms we see ; but contemplation soon leads to 
the conviction that these powers are subordinate to 
others which we know not of. We know only the 
things belonging to the surface of our planet, and these 
but superficially. The geologist traces rock-forma- 
tions succeeding each other (from the primary strata 
holding no traces of organized forms, through the Paleo- 
zoic series, in which, step by step, the history of animal 
life is recorded,) to the more recent formations, teeming 
with relics, which, though allied to some animal types 
still existing, are generally such as have .passed away. 
The naturalist searches the earth, the waters, and the 
air, for their living things ; and the diversity of form, 
the variety of condition, and the perfection of organiza- 
tion which he discovers as belonging to this our epoch 
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— differing from, indeed bearing but a slight relation to, 
those which mark the earth's* mutations— exhibit, in a 
most striking view, the endless variety of characters 
which matter can assume. 

We are so accustomed to all these phenomena 01 
matter, that it is with some difficulty we can bend 
ourselves to the study of the more simple conditions 
in which it exists. 

The solid crusts of this telluric sphere — the waters 
and the atmosphere — the diversified fabrics of the vege- 
table kingdom — and the still more complicated struc- 
tures of men and animals — are, altogether, but the 
aggregation of minute particles in accordance with 
certain fixed laws. By mechanical means aU kinds of 
matter may be reduced to powder, the fine particles of 
which would not appear very different from each other, 
but each atom has been impressed with properties 
peculiar to itself, which man has no power to change. 

To nature alone belongs the mysterious property of 
transmutation. The enthusiastic alchemist, by the 
agency of physical forces, dissipates a metal in vapour ; 
but it remains a metal, and the same metal still. By the 
Hermetic art he breaks up the combination of masses ; 
btit he cannot alter the principles of any one of the 
elements which form the mass upon which his skill is 
tried. 

Every atom is invested with properties peculiar to all 
of its class ; and each one possesses powers, to which in 
mute obedience it is compelled, by which these proper- 
ties are modified, and the character of matter varied. 
What are those properties ? Do we know anything of 
those powers ? 

The earth, so far as we are acquainted with it, is 
composed of about sixty principles, which we call 
elementary. These are the most simple states to which 
we can reduce matter, and from them all the forms of 
creation yet examined by the chemist are produced. 
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These elementary principles are, some of them, .perma- 
nently gaseous under the ordinary temperature, and 
others exist as solid masses ; the difference between the 
two conditions being regulated, as it appears, by the 
opposing forces of heat and cohesive attraction. 

Matter has been regarded by some as infinitely divi- 
sible ; but the known conditions of chemical combina- 
tions lead to the conclusion that there are limits beyond 
which matter cannot be divided.* The theory of atoms 
having determinate characters, and possessing symmetric 
forms, certainly has the advantage of presenting to the 
human mind a starting point — a sort of standing ground, 
— from which it can direct the survey of cosmical phe- 
nomena. The metaphysical hypothesis, which resolves 
all matter into properties, and refers all things to ideas, 



* "The divisibility of matter is great beyond the power of 
imagination, but we have no reason for asserting that it is 
infinite; for the demonstrations which have sometimes been 
adduced in favour of this opinion are obviously applicable to 
space only. The infinite divisibility of space seems to be essen- 
tial to the conception that we have of its nature, and it may be 
strictly demonstrated that it is mathematically possible to draw 
an infinite number of circles between any given circle and its 
tangent, none of which shall touch either of them except at the 
general point of contact ; and that a ship following always the 
same oblique course with respect to the meridian, — for example, 
sailing north-eastwards, — would continue perpetually to approach 
the pole without ever completely reaching it. But when we 
inquire into the truth of the old maxim of the schools, that all 
matter is infinitely divisible, we are by no means able to decide 
so positively. Newton observes that it is doubtful whether any 
human means may be sufficient to separate the particles o/ 
matter beyond a certain limit; and it is not impossible that 
there may be some constitution of atoms, or single corpuscles, 
on which their properties, as matter, depend, and which would 
be destroyed if the units were further divided; but it appears to 
"be more probable that there are no such atoms, and even if there 
are, it is almost certain that matter is never thus annihilated in 
the common course of matter." — The Essential Properties of 
Matter : Young s Natural Philosophy ; ed. by Kev. P. Lelland. 
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leaves the mind in a state of uncertainty and bewilder- 
ment. 

Adapting the views of Dumas, with some modifica- 
tions,* it will be found more satisfactory to regard the 
ultimate atoms of matter as points beyond the reach of 
oar examination; which, according to a law, determined 
by the influences of the so-called imponderable forces, 
unite to fdrm molecules. Again, these molecules com- 
bine to form the particles of the mass which we may 
regard as the limit of mechanical division. The particles 
of solid bodies are solid, those of fluids fluid, and those of 
gaseous bodies are themselves aeriform ; but it does not 
follow that the molecules of any body should be neces- 

* "Two very different hypotheses have been formed to ex- 
plain the nature of matter, or the mode of its formation ; the 
one known as the atomic theory, the other, the dynamic. The 
founder of the former and earlier was Leucippus: he consi- 
dered the basis of all bodies to be extremely fine particles, 
differing in form and nature, which he supposed \o be dispersed 
through space, and to which his follower Epicurus first gave 
the name of atoms. To these atoms he attributed a rectilinear 
motion, in consequence of which such as are homogeneous 
united, whilst the lighter were dispersed through space. The 
-author of the second hypothesis was the famous Kant. He 
imagined all matter existed 1 , or was originated, by two antagonist 
and mutually counteracting principles, which he called attraction 
and repulsion, all the predicates of which he referred to motion. 
Most, modern philosophers, and foremost amongst them Ampere 
and Poisson, have adopted an hypothesis combining the features 
of both the preceding. They regarded the atoms as data, deriving 
their origin from the Deity as the first cause, and consider their 
innate attractive and repulsive force as a necessary condition to 
their combination in bodies. The main features of this hypothesis 
are borrowed from Aristotle, inasmuch as he supposed the basis 
of all bodies to be the four elements known to the ancients, the 
particles of which, endued with certain powers, constituted 
bodies. According to Ampere, all bodies consist of equal particles, 
and they again of molecules that, up to a certain distance, 
attract each other. Their distance from each other he supposed 
to be regulated bv the intensity of the attractive and repulsive 
forces, the latter of which preponderates." — Peschel's Elements of 
Physics; translated by E. West, 1845. 
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sarily solid, fluid, or aeriform, from the circumstance of 
their having formed the particles of a body in one of 
these states. ' 

As this planet — a molecule in space — is formed of 
aggregated atoms, and enveloped by its own physical 
agencies — and as it is involved in the infinitely extending 
influences of other planetary molecules, and thus forms 
part of a system — so the molecules of any mass are 
grouped into a system or 'particle, which possesses the 
great characteristic features of the whole. 

In an aeriform body the particles are in a state of 
extreme tenuity, the molecules being themselves, by the 
influence of some repulsive force, just on the verge where 
cohesion exerts its decaying power. In fluid bodies the 
attenuation- of the particles is less — the particles and 
also the molecules are nearer together, — whereas, in the 
solid body, the forces of cohesion are most strongly ex- 
erted, and all the molecular conditions brought more 
powerfully into action. 

Under the term molecular force, we include several 
agencies, — not alike in the phenomena which they 
exhibit, but which are all-powerful in producing the 
general characteristics of bodies. These require a 
somewhat close examination. All the particles of even 
a solid mass may be brought under conditions on which 
they are free to move. By heat we can increase the 
length and thickness of a bar of iron, or any other 
metal, and at length produce the fluid state, — a melted 
metal flows as freely as water in a stream. Fluids 
and gases in like manner obey the dispersive influence 
of caloric. Prom these and other analogous results we 
learn that all bodies have a greater or less degree of 
porosity. The distance at which the particles of fluid 
bodies are maintained is strikingly proved by the fact, 
that hydrated salts dissolved in water occupy no more 
space than that which is equal to the water contained in 
the crystalline body ; while anhydrous salts dissolve 
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without at all increasing the bulk of the fluid. All the 
solid matter of the salt must, in these cases, it would 
appear, go to fill up the interstitial spaces which we 
suppose to exist in the liquid.* 

The conditions which regulate the solubility of 
bodies, and the power of solution, regarded either as a 
mechanical or a chemical process, are very obscure. 
We might be led to suppose, that those bodies possess- 
ing the largest amount of unoccupied space were capable 
of holding the greatest quantity of soluble matter dis- 
solved. This, however, is far from being the case, the 
denser fluids generally having the greatest solvent 
power. 

The peculiar manner in which hydrogen gas appears 
to dissolve solid substances, — as iron, potassium, sodium, 
sulphur, phosphorus, selenium, and arsenic, may be ex- 
plained by regarding the results as a manifestation 
of the powers of chemical affinity over the forms of 
bodies. In like manner, the solution of salt in water, 
or the mixture of alcohol in that fluid, may be viewed as 
chemical phenomena, although usually considered as 
ample cases of solution or mixture : alterations of tempera- 
ture and other physical changes taking place in either. If 
two masses of metal, — either tin and copper, for example, 
—are melted and combined, the united mass will not 
equal the bulk of the two masses. If a pint measure of 
oil of vitriol and an equal quantity of water are mixed 
together, the combined fluids will not fill a two pint 
measure.f 

* This was first proved by the researches of Dr. Dal ton: the 
subject will be again alluded to under the consideration of atomic 
volumes. 

t These peculiar phenomena may be studied advantageously in 
tue works of most of the eminent European chemists. In our 
°wn language the reader is referred to Dr. Thompson's Outline of 
to Sciences of Heat and Electricity, 2nd ' edition ; Brande's 
tfoMwJ of Chemistry- Art. Specific Heat ; Graham's Elements of 
^»w/ry ; and Daiiicll's Introduction to the Study of Chemicat 
rtilosophy. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 CHEMICAL PHENOMENA. 

In these instances a large quantity of heat is rendered 
sensible, as if it had been squeezed out by the force 
with which the particles combined, from insterstices, 
which were filled with, what we may be allowed to call, 
an atmosphere of heat. Hence we conclude that, 
amongst the influences determining the molecular con- 
stitution of a body, heat performs an important part. 
All these facts go to prove that the atoms which form 
the compound body, whatever may be its character, are 
disposed of as so many centres of force, which act by 
influences of a peculiar character upon each other. That 
these influences are dependent upon known physical 
forces is certain ; but the laws by which the powers of 
the ultimate atom are altered remain still unknown. 

In the great operations of nature, changes are pro-j 
duced which we cannot understand, and variations of 
condition do certainly occur, which may be regarded as 
instances of transmutation. 

Amongst others, we may adduce the different states 
in which we know carbon to exist. We have the 
diamond with its beautiful light-refracting property, & 
hardness and high specific gravity, capable of being con- 
verted into graphite and coke.* Charcoal, graphite, and 
the diamond, are totally unlike each other, yet we kno* 
they are, each composed of the same atoms. Charcoal 
is a black irregular substance, light, and readily inflam- 
mable ; graphite is crystalKzable ; but the forms of & 
crystals cannot be referred to those of the diamond, and 
it burns with difficulty. The diamond occurs in the 
most regular and beautifully transparent forms ; and it 
can be burned only at the highest artificial temperatures. 

* The conversion of the diamond into graphite and coke was 
first effected by the agency of the galvanic arc of flame, by M- 
Jaquelini, and communicated to the Academy of Sciences in Wh 
fn a Memoir entitled, De V action calorifique de la pile de Bunsen, 
du ckalumeau d gaz oxygine et hydrogene sur le carbon pur, artifi&d 
et naturel. See Comptes Rendus, 1847, vol. xxiv. p. 1050; also 
Report 'fthe British Association, for 1847, (Transactions ofSectM 
p. 50. 
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"We are, however, convinced by experiment that the 
brilliant and transparent gem is made up of the same 
atoms as those which go to form the dull black mass of 
charcoal. From diamonds, as is above stated, coke has 
been formed by the heat of the voltaic battery, and re- 
cent experiments have proved that the volatilized 
carbon constantly passing off from one of the poles of a 
sufficiently powerful battery, is deposited in a crystal- 
line powder, possessing most of the properties, as it 
regards hardness, &c. of true diamond dust. What is 
the mystery of this ? We know not. The peculiar 
conditions have been the subjects of anxious study ; but 
science has not yet let in a ray of light upon the 
mystery. That a different state — it has been called 
an ollotropic condition — is often induced in the same 
class of atoms is certain ; and hence the variety of the 
resulting compounds. To continue our illustrations 
with carbon — may not its combinations, in uniform pro- 
portions with oxygen and hydrogen,* owe their differ- 
ences to some allotropic change in the ultimate atoms of 
this element. 
We know that silicon — the metallic base of flint — is 



* "In the annua report on the progress of chemistry, presented 
to the. Royal Academy of Stockholm, in March 1840, I have 
proposed to designate by the term allotropic state, that dissimilar 
condition which is observed in certain elements, and long known 
examples of which are found in the different forms of carbon, as 
graphite and diamond. 

tt Although these dissimilar conditions, which I have here called 
allotropic, have long since attracted attention in one or two 
elements, still they have been regarded as exceptions to the 
general rule. It is at present my object to show that they are 
not so rare ; that it is probably rather a general property of the 
elements to appear in different allotropic conditions ; and that 
although we have hitherto been unable to obtain several of the 
elements when uncombined in their allotropic states, still their 
compounds indicate the same with tolerable distinctness/' — Ber- 
*fat on (he AUotropy of the Elementary Bodies, £c. : Poggen- 
doiffs Annalen, 1844. Scientific Memoirs, vol. iv. p. 240. 
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capable of assuming two or more different states ; and 
that sulphur, selenium, phosphorus, and arsenic, are 
susceptible of these remarkable changes in which, with- 
out the slightest variation in the chemical character/ a 
complete change in the physical condition is produced. 
Copper, iron, tin, and manganese, are known to exist in 
at least two states of physical dissimilarity, aud many of 
the rarer metals exhibit the same peculiarity.* Hence, 
may we not infer that some of those substances, which 
we now term elementary, are but altered conditions of 
the same element ? The resemblance between many of 
those bodies strengthens the supposition. Iridium and 
platinum, — iron and nickel, — chlorine, bromine, iodine, 
and probably fluorine, — are good examples of these 
similarities, although these bodies are all distinguished 
by physical and chemical differences. 

The light-refracting gem, which glistens on the neck 
of beauty, and is valued for its transparency, differs only 
from the rude lump of coke in its molecular arrange- 

* Copper, when reduced by hydrogen at a heat below that of 
redness, ou exposure to air soon becomes converted throughout 
its mass into protoxide ; and when it is triturated for some time 
with an equivalent quantity of sulphur, it combines with it 
according to Bottcher's experiments, producing flame, and form- 
ing sulphuret of copper. If, however, the copper be reduced by 
hydrogen at a red heat, still considerably below the temperature 
at which it softens and begins to melt, it remains for years un- 
changed by exposure to air, and cannot be made to combine 
with sulphur without the application of heat. Tron, cobalt, and 
nickel, when reduced by hydrogen below a red heat, inflame after 
tbey have cooled, if exposed to the air ; and if they are imme- 
diately placed in water to avoid their taking fire, they inflame 
when they are again removed, and have become nearly dry. If 
we compare this behaviour with that of iron reduced by heat, 
and with iron in that state in which it forms the conductor of 
a galvanic current without becoming oxidized, it would appear 
that these peculiarities depended upon something more than a 
difference of mechanical condition." — Berzelius on the Allotropy 
of Elementary Bodies. See Cm Hie Isomeric Conditions of the Per- 
oxide of Tin: by Prof. H. Hose.— Chemical Gazette, Oct. 1848. 
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meat Chemistry teaches us that we may, without pro- 
ducing any disarrangement of the affinities, but by 
merely setting up molecular disturbance, effect decided 
changes, as is strikingly shown in the colour of iodide of 
mercury changing from red to yellow under slight in- 
fluences of heat, and back again to red by a gentle 
mechanical disturbance. By a slight change, merely 
molecular, iron may be made to resemble platinum in 
its physical properties.* An iron wire plunged into 
nitric acid is attacked by the acid with violence ; but if 
one extremity of the wire is heated in the flame of 
a spirit lamp, such a change of state is produced 
throughout the entire length of the wire, that if it be 
now plunged into nitric acid no effect is produced upon 
it. On studying this question, we find good reason for 
supposing that bodies which, though physically different, 
resemble each other in some of their properties, iodine, 
teranime, &c., are the results of different allotropic con- 
ditions which have been impressed upon the ultimate 
atoms, similar to those observed in the substances 
named. This hypothesis appears to be more in accord- 
ance with the great principles which we must conceive 

* On this curious subject, and its history, see Bergman's 
Dissert, de Phlog. quantitate in Metallu, 1764. Kirwan, On the 
Attractive Powers of Mineral Acids : Philosophical Transactions. 
Kiefs Experiments and Observations on the Dissolution of Metals 
i*A6ds: Phil. Trans. 1790. 

From these valuable papers it will be seen that the peculiar 
states of iron had already attracted attention, particularly those 
"inactive conditions" noticed in a " Note sur la Maniere oVagir 
de T Acide nitrique sur le Fer, par J. F. W. Herschel," Aug. 1833 ; 
and previously n indicated by M. H. Braconnot, Sur quelques 
PropriitSs de V Acide nitrique, Annales de Chimie, vol. lii. p. 54. 
Reference should also be made to the Memoirs of Sir John 
Herscliel, On the Action of the Rays of the Solar Spectrum on 
Vegetable Colours, tyc. : Phil. Trans, vol. cxxxiii. p. 221 ; and On 
the Separation of Iron from other Metals: Phil. Trans, vol. cxi. p. 
293; and several papers by Schonbein, in the Philosophical 
Magazine, from 1837. 
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guided the labours of an Infinite Mind, than that which 
supposes a vast number of individual creations. It will 
"be seen in the sequel that light, heat, electricity, and 
chemical action, have the power of producing yet more 
striking changes in the forms of bodies. Is it not 
probable that, according to the operations of these 
agents, either combined or separate, acting over different 
spaces of time, and under varying circumstances, in 
relation to the molecular forces, all those allotropie 
states may be produced? Hence bodies may be dis- 
covered, which, — from the imperfections of science,— 
resisting our means of analysis, must, fen* a time, be 
regarded as new elements, whereas they are possibly 
only altered states of the same substance. 

The experiments of Faraday and of Plucker prove 
that all matter exists in certain polar conditions, having 
powers, of mutual attraction and repulsion.* Are the 
molecular forces, so called, to be referred to any of those 
powers which are involved in the general term magnetic- 
polarity? Are they not probably the result of some 
ultimate principle of which these properties are bat 
the modified manifestations? These questions will 
now be generally answered in favour of magnetism; 
but in our ignorance we should pause ; the next genera- 

* Faraday, in his memoir On new Magnetic Action*, and on tit 
Magnetic Conditions of all Matter, says : — u By the exertion of 
this new condition of force,' the body moved may pass either along 
the magnetic lines or across them, and it may move along or across' 
them in either or any direction, so that two portions of matter, 
simultaneously subject to this power, may be made to approach 
each other as if they were mutually attracted, or recede as if 
mutually repelled. All the phenomena resolve themselves int 
this, that a portion of such matter, when under magnetic actiol 
tends to move from stronger to weaker places or points of ford 
When the substance is surrounded by lines of magnetic force i 
equal power on all sides, it does not tend to move, and is then I 
marked contradistinction with a linear current of electricity undl 
the same circumstances." — Phil. Trans, for 1846, vol. exxxvii. 
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tkm will without doubt find another solution for 
the problem. 

Franklin supposed the ultimate atoms of bodies to be 
surrounded by a subtile fluid or ether, -which they have 
the power of condensing upon their surfaces with 
great force — and we have experiments showing that 
this is probable* — whilst he regarded the atoms of the 
ether itself as mutually repellent, thus establishing an 
equilibrium of forces. iEpinus reduced the hypothesis 
of Franklin to a mathematical theory ; and Coulomb 
proved that the force with which the repulsion of the 
ethereal atoms and the attraction of the material mole- 
cules are produced, is, like universal attraction, — to 
whatever power that maybe due, — regulated by the law 
of the inverse ratio of the square of the distance. These, 
views are found, upon minute examination, to hold true 
to the phenomena with which inductive science has 
made us acquainted ; and the striking manner in which, 
when submitted to the rigorous investigations of geome- 
ters, they agree with known conditions of electricity, 
appears certainly to favour the opinion that this power 
may be materially connected with these molecular 
arrangements. 

Many of the phenomena which are connected with 
the magnetic influences also bear in a remarkable 
manner upon this inquiry. But, without the necessary 
proof of direct experimental evidence, it were as un- 
philosophical to refer the binding together of the 
molecules of matter to the agency of electricity, as it 
would be to adopt the theory of the hooked atoms of 

* New Experiments and Observations on Electricity made at 
Philadelphia, in America. — Addressed to Mr. Collinson, from 1747 
to 1754. By Benjamin Franklin. Of these Priestley remarks : — 
"It is not easy to say whether we are most pleased with the 
simplicity and perspicuity with which the author proposes every 
hypothesis of bis own, or the noble frankness with which he 
relates his mistakes, when they were corrected by subsequent 
experiments." 
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Epicurus, or the astrological dream of the sympathies of 
matter.* 

Science, however, enables us to infer with safety that 
the mechanical powers which regulate the constitution 
of a cube of marble, or a granite mountain, are of a 
similar order to those which determine the earth's re- 
lation to the other planets in the solar system, and that 
solar system itself a unit, in the immensity of space, to 
the myriads of suns which spangle the stellar vault. 

In fine, cohesion, or the attraction of aggregation, is 
a power employed in binding particle to particle. To 
cohesion, we find we have heat opposed as a repellent 
force ; and the mysterious operations of those electrical 
phenomena, generally referred to as polar forces, are 
constantly, it is certain, interfering with its powers. In 
addition, we have seen that in nature there exists an 
agency which is capable of changing the constitution of 
the ultimate atoms, and of thus giving variety to each 
resulting mass. What this power may be, our seience 

* " The atomic philosophy of Epicurus, in its mere physical 
contemplation, allows of nothing hut matter and space, which are 
equally infinite and unbounded, which have equally existed from 
all eternity, and from different combinations of which every 
visible form is created. These elementary principles have no 
common property with each other ; for whatever matter is, that 
space is the.reverse of; and whatever space is, matter is the con- 
trary to. The actual solid part of all bodies, therefore, are matter, 
their actual pores space, and the parts which are not altogether 
solid, but an intermixture of solidity and pore, are space and 
matter combined. 

" The infinite groups of atoms, flying through all time and 
space in different directions and under different laws, have inter- 
changeably tried and exhibited every possible mode of rencoun- 
ter: sometimes repelled from each other by concussion, and 
sometimes adhering to each other from their own jagged or 
pointed construction, or from the casual interstices which two or 
more connected atoms must produce, and which may be just 
adapted to those of other figures, — as globular, oval, or square. 
Hence the origin of compouud and visible bodies; hence the 
origin of large masses of matter ; hence, eventually, the origin of 
the world itself." — Dr. Good's Book of Nature. 
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<cannot tell ; but 'Our reason leads us, with firm con- 
viction, to the belief that it is a principle which is, 
beyond all others in its subtile influences which equally 
•universal with, appears to rise superior to gravitation ; 
and which, like a spirituality, shadows forth to our 
dwarf conceptions the immensity of the divine power of 
the omniscient Creator. 

The molecular forces involve a consideration of all the 
known physical powers, the study of which, in their 
•operations on matter, will engage our attention. But it 
is pleasant to learn, as we advance step by step in our 
examination of the phenomena of creation, 4hat we may 
«tudy the grand in what externally appears the simple, 
and learn, in the mysteries of a particle, the high 
truths which science has to tell of a planet. 

It may appear that the forces of gravitation and cohe- 
sion are regarded as identical. Many phenomena, which 
we are enabled to reach by the refinements of inductive 
inquiry, certainly present to us* a striking similarity in 
the laws which regulate, the operations of these powers ; 
but it must be remembered that their identity is not 
established. So far from this, we know the law of gra- 
vitating force. Newton determined with surprising 
accuracy, that the action of this power diminishes with 
the distance as the universe square, but cohesive force is 
exerted only at such distances that it is impossible to 
determine whether or not it is subjected to the same law. 
To quote the words of Young : " The whole of our 
inquiries respecting the intimate nature of forces of any 
kind must be considered merely as speculative amuse- 
ments, which are of no further utility than as they 
make our views more general> and assist our experi- 
mental investigations."* 

* Young's Lectures on Natural Philosophy and the Mechanical 
Arts. Lectuie 49, On the Essential Proptities oj Matter. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CRYSTALLOGENIC FORCES. 

Crystallisation and Molecular Force distinguished — Experimental 
Proof — Polarity of Particles forming a Crystal— -Difference 
between Organic and Inorganic Forms — Decomposition of 
Crystals in Nature— Substitution of Particles in Crystals — 
Pseudomorphism — Crystalline Form not dependent on Che . 
mical Nature — Isomorphism — Dimorphism — Theories of 
Crystallogenic Attraction— Influence of Electricity and Mag- 
netism—Phenomena during Crystallisation— Can a change of 
Form take place m Primitive Atoms ? — Illustrative Example 
of Crystallisation. 

"Crystallisation is a peculiar and most admirable 
work of nature's geometry, worthy of being studied 
by all the power of genius, and the whole energy of the 
mind, not on account of the * delight which always 
attends the knowledge of wonders, but because of its 
vast importance in revealing to us the secrets of nature ; 
for here she does, as it were, betray herself, and, laying 
aside all disguise, permits us to behold, not merely the 
results of her operations, but the very processes them 
selvss." — Such is the language of an Italian philosopher, 
Gulielmini ; and it is the striking peculiarity of behold- 
ing the process of the formation of the regular geometric 
figures of crystals, the gradual accretion of particle to . 
particle, which induces us to separate crystallization from 
mere molecular aggregation. Without doubt the forma- 
tion of a crystal and the production of an amorphous 
block are due to powers which !>ear a close resemblance 
in many points ; but they present remarkable differences 
*n others. 
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Let us take some simple case in illustration. In 
quiet water we have very finely divided matter sus- 
pended, and matter in a state of solution. The first is 
slowly precipitated, and in process of time consolidates 
into a hard mass at the bottom, presenting no particular 
character, unless it has been placed in some peculiar 
physical conditions; when, as in nature, we have a 
regular bedding which is intersected by lines of lamina- 
tion or of cleavage, which we are, from experiment, 
enabled to refer to the influence of current electricity. 
The second — the matter in solution — is also slowly 
deposited; but it is accumulated upon nuclei which 
possess some peculiar disposing powers, and every par- 
ticle is united by some particular face, and an angular 
figure of the most perfect character results. Many 
pleasing experiments would appear to show that elec- 
tricity has much to do in the process of crystallization ; 
but it is evident that it must be under some peculiarly 
modified conditions that this power is exerted, if, indeed, 
it has any direct action. 

The same substances always crystallize in the same 
forms, unless the conditions of the crystallizing body are 
altered. It has been supposed that each particle of a 
crystalline mass has certain points or poles which possess 
definite properties, and that cohesion takes place only 
along lines which have some relation to the attracting 
or repelling powers -of these poles. We shall have, 
eventually, to consider results which appear to prove 
that magnetism is universal in its influence, and that 
this polarity of the particles of matter may be referred 
to it. 

Be the cause of crystallisation what it may, it presents 
to us in appearance a near approach in inorganic nature 
to some of the peculiar conditions of growth in the 
organised creation. In one, we have the gradual pro- 
duction of parts and the formation of members due to 
peculiar powers of assimilation, each individual pre- 
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serving all its distinguishing features ; and in the other, 
we have a regular order of cohesion occurring under the 
influence of a power which draws like to like, and 
arranges the whole into a form of heauty. 

This appears to be the proper place for correcting an 
error too prevalent, relative to the formation of crystals, 
the development of cells, and the yet more fatal false- 
hood of referring the great phenomena of life to any 
of the physical forces with which we are acquainted. 

The Crystal forms, by the accretion of particle to 
particle, along lines determined by some yet unknown 
power. There is no change in the character of any 
particle — like coheres to like ; the first atom and the 
last of the series being identical in character. 

The Plant grows, not by the gathering together of 
similar particles of matter, but by the absorption of a 
compound particle — by that one which must be regarded 
as the primary nuclear atom or cell. After this absorption 
— in virtue of a power which we call life, excited into 
action by light — the compound particle is decomposed, 
and one constituent is retained to effect the formation 
of a new cell, whilst the other is liberated as an invisible 
air. Here we have a change of chemical constitution 
effected ; and this takes place through the whole period 
of vegetable growth, from the development of the plu- 
.mule up to the formation of the latest leaf upon the 
topmost branch of the most lordly tree. 

Life has been referred to electricity and to chemical 
power — as the effect of a known cause. Without doubt, 
during the operations of life the whole of the physical 
powers are necessary to the production of all the pheno- 
mena of growth in the vegetable and the animal world. 
But these powers are ever subsidiary to vital force, and 
are like attendant spirits chained to do an enchanter's 
bidding. 

Life is a force beyond the reach of human search, and 
he who fancies he has a hold upon the principle which 
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produced biological phenomena, has committed himself 
to as wild a pursuit as he who rashly endeavours to catch 
a morass-meteor. 

Subtile as are the forces of light, heat, and electricity 
— that of life, vitality, is infinitely more refined, and it 
must for ever elude the search of the philosopher. 

Man is permitted to test and try all things which are 
created, and to apply to useful ends the discoveries which 
he may make. But man can never become a creator ; 
and he who would attempt to give sense to an inert mass 
of matter, by electricity, heat, or light, will prove him- 
self as ignorant of nature's truth as is the senseless mass 
upon which he works. 

"So far shalt thou go, and no further," was said 
equally to the great tide-wave of human intellect, as to 
the mighty surge of the earth-girdling ocean. 

It must not be forgotten that a striking difference 
exists between the productions of the mineral and the 
other kingdoms of nature. Animals and vegetables arrive 
at maturity by successive developments, and increase by 
the assimilation of substances, having the power of pro- 
ducing the most important chemical changes upon such 
matter as comes within the range of their influence ; but 
minerals are equally perfect in the earliest stages of their 
formation, and increase only, as previously said, by the 
accretion of particles without their undergoing any 
change. 

The animal and vegetable tribes cease to continue the 
functions of life : death ensues, and a complete disorga- 
nisation takes place; but this is not the case in the 
mineral world : the crystal being the result of a con- 
stantly acting force is not necessarily liable to decom- 
position. 

Nevertheless, we sometimes find in nature that crys- 
tals, after arriving at what may be regarded as, in some 
aoi% their maturity, are, owing to a change of the con- 
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ditions under which they were formed, gradually decom- 
posed. In our mines we discover skeletons of crystals, 
and within the hollow shell thus formed, other crystals 
of a different constitution and figure find nuclei, and the 
conditions required for their development. Again, to 
give a striking instance, the felspar crystals of the 
granitic formations are liable to decomposition in a 
somewhat peculiar manner. In decomposing, these 
crystals leave moulds of their own peculiar forms, and it 
not unfrequently happens, in the stanniferous districts 
of Cornwall, that oxide of tin gradually fills these moulds, 
and we procure this metallic mineral in the form of the 
earthy one. Then we have the curious instances of 
bodies crystallising in a false form under change of cir- 
cumstances. We find, for example, Pseudomorphism, (or 
false-form), as this class of phenomena is named, occur- 
ring by the removal of the constituent atoms of one 
crystal, while another set — which naturally assumes a 
different form — takes their place, yet still preserving 
the original shape. It often happens that copper pyrites 
will, in this manner, exhibit the angles of an ordinary 
variety of crystallised carbonate of iron. These curious 
changes may be familiarised by supposing a beautiful 
statue of gold, from which some skilful mechanic removes 
particle by particle, and so skilfully substitutes a grain of 
brass for every one of gold removed, that the loss of the 
precious metal cannot be detected by any mere examina- 
tion of its form. 

Crystalline form is not strictly dependent upon the 
chemical nature of the parts forming the crystal. The 
same number of atoms, arranged in the same way, pro- 
duce the same form. Substances much unlike each 
other will assume the same crystalline arrangement. 
Magnesia, lime, oxide of cadmium, the protoxides of 
iron, nickel, and cobalt, combined with the same acid, 
present similarly formed bodies. These Isomorphic 
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(like-form) * peculiarities are exceedingly common, and 
the discoverer of the phenomena, Mitscherlich, an- 
nounced the above law. It cannot, however, be regarded 
as a philosophical expression of the fact, and requires 
reconsideration — chemical elements of a dissimilar cha- 
racter may have the same law of aggregation, and thus 
produce the same form, without having any relation to 
the number of atoms. 

We also find compounds which have two distinct 
systems of crystallisation. This property, Dimorphism, 
is very strikingly shown in carbonate of lime, which 
occurs in rhombohedrons, in calc spar, and in rhombic 

* " Gay Lussac first made the remark, that a crystal of potash 
alum, transferred to a solution of ammonia alum, continued to in- 
crease without its form being modified, and might $us be covered 
with alternate layers of the two alums, preserving its regularity and 
proper crystalline figure. M. Beudant afterwards observed that 
other bodies, such as the sulphates of iron and copper, might pre- 
sent themselves in crystals or the same form and angles, although 
the form was not a simple one, like that of alum. But M. Mits- 
cherlich first recognised this correspondence in a sufficient number 
of cases to prove that it was a general consequence of similarity of 
composition in different bodies." — Graham's Elements of Che- 
msky (1842), p. 136. 

The following remarks are from a paper by Dr. Hermann Kop tx 
On the Atomic Volume and Crystalline Condi ion of Bodies, fyc. y 
published in the Philosophical Magazine for 1841 : — ** The doctrine 
of isomorphism shows us that there are many bodies which pos- 
sess an analogous constitution, and the same crystalline form. 
Our idea of the volume (or, in other words, of the crystalline form) 
of these bodies must therefore be the same. From this it follows 
that their specific weight is connected with mass contained in the 
-same volume. From these considerations the following law may 
he deduced : The specific weight of isomorphous bodies is propor- 
tional to their atomic weight, or isomorphous bodies possess the same 
atomic volume? — page 255. A translation appears in the Caven- 
dish Society, from Dr. Otto's Chemistry, On Isomorphism, which 
may be advantageously consulted. See also a paper by M. Rose, 
translated from the Proceedings of the Royal Berlin Academy for 
the Chemical Gazette, Oct. 1848, entitled, On the Isomeric Condi- 
tions of the Peroxide of Tin. 
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prisms in arragonite. The molecular arrangements here 
are not, however, of equal stability, and one form is 
evidently forced upon the other, and is abandoned by it 
on the slightest disturbance. When a prism of arra- 
gonite is heated it breaks up into the rhombs of common 
calc spar, at a temperature far below that at which the 
carbonate of lime is decomposed ; but no alteration of 
temperature can convert calc spar into arragonite. 

Crystals are found in the most microscopic character, 
and of an exceedingly large size. A crystal of quartz at 
Milan is three feet and a quarter long, and five feet and 
a half inr circumference, and its weight is 870 pounds. 
Beryls have been found in New Hampshire measuring 
four feet in length.* 

In the dark recesses of the earth, where the influences 
which produce organisation and life cease to act, a 
creative spirit still pursues its never-ending task of giving 
form to matter. 

The science of crystallogeny,t embracing the theoreti- 
cal and practical question of the causes producing these 
geometric forms, has in various ways attempted to ex- 
plain the laws according to which molecules arrange 
themselves on molecules in perfect order, giving rise to 
a rigidly correct system of architecture. But it cannot 
be said that any theory yet propounded is sufficiently 
exact to embrace the whole of the known phenomena, 
and the questions, — What is crystallogenic attraction,, 
and what is the physical nature of the ultimate particles 
of matter, — are still open for the inquiries of that 
genius which delights in wrestling with the secrets of 
nature. 

* A System of Mineralogy, comprising/ the most recent discoveries, 
by James D. Dana, A.M., New York, 1844. 

f Cry stall ogeny, or the formation of crystals, is the term em- 
ployed by Dana, in his admirable work quoted above: whose- 
remarks on Theoretical Crystallogeny, p. 71, are well worthy of all 
•attention 
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The great Epicurus speculated on the " plastic nature" 
of atoms, and attributed to this nature the power they 
possess of arranging themselves into symmetric forms. 
Modern philosophers satisfy themselves with attraction, 
and, reasoning from analogy, imagine that each atom 
has a polar system. 

Electricity, and light, and heat, exert remarkable 
powers, and accelerate or retard crystallisation according 
to the conditions under which these forces are brought 
to bear on the crystallising mass. We have recently 
obtained evidence which appears to prove that some form 
of magnetism has an active influence in determining the 
natural forms of crystals, and we discover that magnetism 
exerts a peculiar influence in relation to the optic axes of 
crystals, which is not exerted in lines at right angles to 
these. Electricity appears to quicken the process of 
crystalline aggregation — to collect more readily together 
those atoms which seek to combine — to bring them all 
within the limits of that influence by which their sym- 
metrical forms are determined ; and strong evidence is 
now afforded, in support of the theory of magnetic 
polarity, by the refined investigations of Faraday and 
PltLcker, which prove that magnetism has a directing 
influence upon crystalline bodies.* 

It has been found that crystals of sulphate of iron, 
slowly forming from a solution which has been placed 
within the range of sufficiently powerful magnetic force, 
dispose themselves along certain magnetic curves, such 
as are formed around a magnet by steel filings 5 whereas 
the crystals of the Arbor Dianae, or silver tree, forming 

* On the Magnetic Relations of the Positive and Negative Optic 
Aset of Crystals, by Professor Plucker, of Bonn. — Philosophical 
Magazine, No. 231 (3rd Series), p. 450. Experimental Researches 
0* Electricity ; On the Crystalline Polarity of Bismuth and other 
hdies, and on its Relation to the Magnetic form of Force: by 
Michael Faraday, Esq., F.R.S.— Transactions of the Royal Society 
for 1848 
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under the same circumstances, take a position nearly at 
right angles to these curves. Certain groups of crystals 
have been found in nature, which appear to show, by 
their positions, that terrestrial magnetism has been active 
in producing the phenomena they exhibit; indeed, 
nearly all our mineral formations indicate the influences 
of this, or some similarly acting power.* 

During rapid crystallisation, some salts — as the sul- 
phate of soda, boracic acid, and arsenious acid crystallis- 
ing in muriatic acid — exhibit decided indications of 
electrical excitement ; light is given out in flashes. We 
have evidence that crystals exhibit a tendency to move 
towards the light, and that crystallisation takes place 
more readily, and progresses with greater activity in the 
sunshine than in the shade. Professor Pliicker has 
recently ascertained that certain crystals — in particular 
the cyanite — " point very well to the north, by the mag- 
netic power of the earth only. It is a true compass 
needle; and, more than that, you may obtain its decli- 
nation." We must remember that this crystal, the 
cyanite, is a compound of silica and alumina only. This 
is the amount of experimental evidence which science has 
afforded in explanation of the conditions under which 
nature pursues her wondrous work of crystal formation. 
We see just sufficient of the operation to be convinced 
that the luminous star which shines in the brightness of 

# In the Memoirs of the Geological Survey of the United King- 
dom, and of the Museum of Economic Geology, vol. i. 1846, will be 
found a paper, by the author of this volume, On the Influences of 
Magnetism on Crystallisation, and other Conditions of Matter, in 
which the subject is examined with much care. See also Magnit 
isme polaire oVune montagne de Chlorite schisteuse et de Serpentine : 
Annales de Chimie, vol. xxv. p. 327 ; Influence du Magnetisme s*r 
ies actions chimiques, by l'Abbe Rendus ; and also a notice of the 
experiments of Kitter and Hansteen, " Analysees par M. CErsted; " 
also Effets du Magnetisme terrestre sur la precipitation de V Argent 
observes par M. Muschman: Annales de Chimie, vol. xxxviii. p. 
196—201. 
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Heaven, and the cavern-secreted gem, are equally the 
result of forces which are known to us in only a few of 
their modifications. 

Every substance, when placed under circumstances 
which allow of the free movement of its molecules, has 
a tendency to crystallise. All the metals may, by slowly 
cooling from the melting state, be exhibited with a crys- 
talline structure. Of the metallic and earthy minerals, 
nature furnishes us with an almost infinite variety of 
crystals, and, by a reduction of temperature, yet more 
simple bodies assume the most symmetric forms. Water, 
in the conditions of ice and snow, is a familiar and beau- 
tiful example ; and, by such extreme degrees of cold as 
are artificially produced, many of the gases exhibit a 
tendency to a crystalline condition. 

May not the solid elementary atoms be susceptible of 
change of form under different influences ? May not 
the different states under which the. same bodies are 
found — as, for example, silica, carbon, and iron — be due 
entirely to a change in the form of the primitive atom ? 

Admitting the probability of this, we then easily see 
that the central molecule, formed of an aggregation of 
such atoms, uniting by particular faces, would present a 
determinate form ; and that the resulting crystal, a mass 
of such molecules, cohering according to a given law, at 
certain angles, would present such geometric figures as 
we find in nature, or produce in our laboratories, when 
we avail ourselves of processes which nature has taught 

U8. 

If we take a particle of marble, and place it in a large 
quantity of water acidulated with sulphuric acid, it 
dissolves, and a new compound results. The marble 
disappears — the eye cannot detect it by form or colour : 
% acid also has been disguised — the taste discovers 
nothing sour in the fluid. We have, in combination 
with the water, the lime and sulphuric acid ; but that 
combination appears to the eye in no respect different 
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from the water itself. It is colourless and perfectly 
transparent, although it holds a mass of solid matter 
which previously would not allow of the permeation of 
a ray of light. Let us expose this fluid to such circum- 
stances that the water will slowly evaporate, and we 
shall find forming in it, after a time, microscopic par- 
ticles of solid, light-refracting matter. These particles 
gradually increase in size, and we may watch their 
growth until eventually we have a symmetric • figure, 
beautifully shaped, the primary form of which is a right 
rhomboidal prism. Thus in nature, by the action, in 
all probability, of vegetable matter on the sulphates held 
in solution by the water of the great rivers and the 
ocean— aided by our oxidizing atmosphere — sulphuric 
acid is produced to do its work upon the limestone for- 
mations, and from this combination would result the 
well-known gypsum, or plaster of Paris, which ordi- 
narily exists as an amorphous mass, but is often found 
in a crystalline form.* 

This is a very perfect illustration of the wonderful 
process we have been considering, and in which, simple 
though it appears to be, we have set to work a large 
proportion of the known physical, elements of the 
universe. By studying aright the result which we have 
it in our power to obtain in a watch-glass, we may 
advance our knowledge of gigantic phenomena, which 
are now progressing at the bottom of the ocean, or of 



* The transparent varieties of sulphate of lime are distinguished 
by the name Selenite ; and the fine massive varieties are called 
Alabaster. Gypsum forms very extensive beds in secondaiy 
countries, and is found in tertiary deposits; occasionally, h* 
primitive rocks; it is also a product of volcanoes. The finest 
foreign specimens are found in the salt mines of Bex, in Switzer- 
land ; at Hall, in the Tyrol ; in the sulphur-mines of Sicily ; and 
in, the gypsum formation near Ocana, in Spain. In England, the 
clay of Shotover Hill, near Oxford, yields the largest crystals.— See 
Dana's Mineralogy, second edition, p. 241. 
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the wondrous agencies which are in operation, producing 
light-refracting gems within the secret recesses of the 
rocky crust of our globe. 

The force of crystallisation is a subject worthy of 
much consideration. If we examine our slate rocks, 
through which little veins filled with quartz crystals 
are spread, we shall see that the mechanical force 
exerted during the production of these crystals has 
been capable of rending those rocks in every direc- 
tion. Those fissures formed by the first sy tsem of crystal- 
line veins, in order of time, are filled in by another set 
of crystalline bodies, which equally exert their mechani- 
cal power, and thus produce those curious intersections 
and dislocations which were long a puzzle to the geo- 
logist. The simplest power, slowly and constantly 
acting through a long period of time, may become 
sufficient, eventually, to rend the Andes from base to 
summit, or to lift a new continent above the waters of 
the ocean. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



HEAT SOLAR AND TERRESTRIAL, 

olar and Terrestrial Heat— Position of the Earth in the Solar 
System — Heat and Light associated in the Sunbeam— 
Transparency of Bodies to Heat — Heating Powers of the 
Coloured Rays of the Spectrum— UnduTatory Theory— 
Conducting Property of the Earth's Crust— Convection— 
Radiation — Action of the Atmosphere on Heat Rays- 
Peculiar Heat Rays — Absorption and Radiation of Heat by 
dissimilar Bodies — Changes in the Constitution of Solar 
Beam — Differences between Transmitted and Reflected Solar 
Heat— Phenomena of Dew — Action of Solar Heat on the 
Ocean — Circulation of Heat by the Atmosphere and the 
Ocean— Heat of the Earth — Mean Temperature — Central 
Heat — Constant Radiation of Heat Rays from all Bodies— 
Thermography — Action of Heat on Molecular Arrangements 
— Sources of Terrestrial Heat — Latent Heat of Bodies- 
Animal Heat — Eremacausis — Spheroidal State Cold- 
Condensation — Freezing — Theories of Heat — Natural Phe- 
nomena—and Philosophical Conclusion. 

We receive heat from the sun, associated with light ; and 
we have the power of developing this important principle 
. by physical, mechanical, and chemical excitation, from 
every kind of matter. Our convictions are, that the 
calorific element, whether derived from a solar or a 
terrestrial source, presents no essential difference in its 
physical characters ; but as there are some remarkable 
peculiarities, in the phenomena, as they arise from 
either one or the other source, it will assist our compre- 
hension of this great principle, if we consider it under 
the two heads. 

Untutored man finds health and gladness in the 
warmth and light of the sun ; he rears a rugged altar, 
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and bows his soul in prayer, to the principle of fire, 
which in his ignorance he regards as the giver and the 
supporter of life. The philosopher finds life and organi- 
zation dependent upon the powers combined in the 
sunbeam; and, examining the phenomena of this 
wonderful band of forces, he is compelled to acknow- 
ledge that the flame upon the altar — on the 'Persian 
hills, — was indeed a dim shadow of the infinite wisdom 
which abides behind the veil. 

The present condition of our earth is directly depen- 
dent upon the amount of heat we receive from the sun. 
It has frequently been said, that if it were possible to 
move this planet so much nearer that orb that the 
quantity of heat would be increased, the circumstances 
of life would necessarily be so far changed, that all the 
present races of animals must perish; and that the 
same result would happen from any alteration which 
threw us yet further from our central luminary, when, 
owing to the extremity of cold and the wretchedness of 
gloom, all living creatures would equally fail to support 
their organization. 

To move the earth nearer to, or more distant from 
the sun, is an impossibility ; but it has been argued 
that those planets which are near to the sun must pos- 
sess a temperature which would melt our solid rocks, 
and vaporize the ocean, — while Uranus and Neptune 
must, from their distance from the source of heat, have 
so small an amount, that water must become solid as 
the rock, and such an atmosphere as that of the earth 
exist as a dense liquid. 

It will be shown that according to the physical con- 
dition of the material substances, so are their powers regu- 
lated of absorbing and retaining the heat which falls as a 
radiant power upon their surfaces. Heat rays, in passing 
through the attenuated medium of planetary space, lose 
none of their power — this we know from the fact that even 
the less dense upper region of the earth's atmosphere 
takes from the solar rays but an exceedingly small 
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quantity of heat. Therefore, whether a solar heat ray 
traverses through one million, or one hundred million 
miles of space, it still retains its power equally of 
imparting warmth to the solid matter by which it 
is intercepted. There is no law of variation as the 
inverse square of the distance of those radiating powers. 
Consequently, there is no reason why the physical con- 
ditions, alike of the nearest and the most remote 
planetary bodies, should not be so adjusted that they all 
enjoy that life promoting temperature which belongs to 
the earth. 

All the objects around us are adapted to the circum- 
stances of the earth's position in relation to the sun, to 
which we are bound by the principle of gravitation; 
opposed to that centrifugal force which tends constantly 
to drive the moving planetary mass off from the centre 
of power. The balance maintains its perfect equilibrium, 
although we have one power constantly drawing the 
earth towards the sun, and the other as constantly 
exerting itself to move it off into space at a tangent to 
the orbit in which the planet moves. In our examina- 
tion it will be found that one common system of harmony 
runs through all the cosmical phenomena, by which 
everything is produced that is so beautiful and joyous in 
this world. 

Heat, and the other elementary radiant principles, 
are often combined as the common cause of effects 
evident to our senses. The warmth of the solar rays, 
and their luminous influence, are not, however, com- 
monly associated in the mind as the results of a 
single cause. It is only when we come to examine the 
physical phenomena connected with these radiations 
that we discover the complexity of the inquiry. Yet it 
is out of these very subtle researches that we draw the 
most refined truths. The high inferences to which the 
analysis of the subtile agencies of creation leads us, 
render science, pursued in the spirit of truth, a great 
system of religious instruction. 
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Although we do not fear that heat and light can be 
confounded in the mind, so different are their pheno- 
mena,-*-we have heat rays, as from dark hot iron, 
which give no light, while in the full flood of the lunar 
rays the heat is scarcely appreciable by the most delicate 
instruments ; — yet it is important to show how far these 
two principles have been separated from each other. 
Transparent bodies have varied powers of calorific trans- 
parency, or transcalescence : some obstructing the heat 
radiated from bodies of the highest temperatures almost 
entirely even in the thinnest layers ; whilst others will 
allow the warmth of the hand to pass through a thickness 
of several inches. Liquid chloride of sulphur, which is of 
a deep red colout, will allow 63 out of 100 rays of heat 
to pass, and ^solution of carmine in ammonia, or glass 
stained with oxides of gold, or copper, rather a greater 
number; yet these transparent media obstruct a large 
quantity of light. Colourless media obstructing scarcely 
any light, will, on the contrary, prevent the passage of 
calorific rays. Out of every hundred rays, oil of turpen- 
tine will only transmit 31, sulphuric ether 21, sulphuric 
acid 17, and distilled water only 11. Pure flint glass, 
however, is permeated by 67 per cent, of the thermic rays, 
and crown glass by 49 per cent. The body possessing 
the most perfect transparency to the rays of heat is diapha- 
nous salt-rock, which transmits 92, while alum, equally 
translucent, admits the passage of only 12 per cent.* 

* The following table of the rays penetrating coloured glass has 
been given by Melloni, in his memoir On the Free Transmission qf 
Radiant Heat through Different Bodies : — 

Deep violet . 

Yellowish red (flaked) 

Purple red (flaked) 

Vivid red 

Pale violet 

Orange red 

Clear blue ... _.. 

Translated in the Scientific Memoirs, vol. i. p. 30. 

F 
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Deep yellow . 


40 


53 


Bright yellow 


34 


51 


Golden yellow 


33 


47 


Deep blue 
Apple green . 


33 


45 


26 


44 


Mineral green 


23 


42 


Very deep blue 


19 
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Black mica, obsidian, and black glass, are nearly 
opaque to light, but they allow 90 per cent, of radiant 
heat to pass through them ; whereas a pale green glass, 
coloured by oxide of copper,* covered with a layer of 
water, or a very thin plate of alum, will, although 
perfectly transparent to light, almost entirely obstruct 
the permeation of heat rays. 

* " The physical characters of this species of glass, which 
acts so differently from the other species of ooloured glass in all 
the phenomena of calorific absorption, are, 1st, its intercepting. 
almost totally the rays which pass through alum ; 2nd, its entirely 
absorbing the red rays of the solar spectrum. I have already 
stated that their colouration is produced almost entirely by the 
oxide of copper. 

" Thus, the colouring matters of the coloured glasses, while 
they so powerfully affect the relations of quantity which the dif- 
ferent rays of ordinary light bear to each other, exercise no elec- 
tive action on the concomitant calorific rays. This curious 
phenomenon is the more remarkable as the" colouring matters 
absorb almost always a very considerable portion of the heat 
naturally transmitted by the glass. The following are, in fact, the 
calorific transmissions of the seven coloured glasses referred to ; 
the transmission of the common glass being represented by 
300; red glass, 82*5; orange, 725; yellow, 55; bluish-green, 
57.5; blue, 52*5; indigo, 80; violet, 85. The quantity of 
heat absorbed through the action of the colouring substances is. 
therefore, 17.5 in the red glass, 27.5 in the orange, 45 in the 
yellow, 42*5 in the green, 47*5 in the blue, 70 in the indigo, 
and 15 in the violet. Now, as these absorptions extinguish a 
proportional part of each of the rays which constitute the calo- 
rific stream transmitted by common glass, they may be compared, 
as we said before, with the absorbent action exercised on light 
by matters more or less deeply brown or dark, when they are 
immersed in water, or some other colourless liquid which dis- 
solves, but does not affect them chemically." — Annates de Ckunie- 
et de Physique, torn. xl. p. 382. 

Guided by these principles, the author selected the glass 
employed in glazing the Royal Palm-House, at Kew Botanical 
Gardens, where it was desired to obstruct the passage of those 
rays which have a particular scorching influence. Of this glass 
a description was given at the meeting of the British Association 
at Oxford, which appears in the Transactions for that year. The 
result has been all that could be desired — not a single instance of 
scorching haying occurred during the three years which have elapsed. 
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We thus arrive at the fact that heat ami tight may be 
separated from each other ; and if we examine the solar 
beam by that analysis which the prism affords, we shall 
find that there is no correspondence between intense 
light and ardent heat. By careful observation, it has 
been proved, when we have a temperature of 68° F. in the 
yellow ray, which ray has the greatest illuminating power; 
that below the red ray, out of the point of visible light, 
the temperature is found to be 79^, while at the other end 
of the spectrum, in the blue ray, it is 56°, and at the end 
of the violet ray no thermic action can be detected.* 

From the circumstance, that as we, by artificial 
means, raise the temperature of any body, and produce 
intense heat, so after a certain point of thermic elevation 



* In the Philosophical Transactions, vol. xc, the following" 
papers, by Sir William Herschel, may be consulted : — 

Investigation of the powers of the prismatic colours to heat and 
ithtminate objects; with remarks that prove the different re- 
frangibility of radiant Jteat. To which is added, an inquiry into 
the method of viewing the sun advantageously, with telescopes of 
large apertures and high magnifying powers, p. 255. Experi- 
ments on the refrangibility of the invisible rays of the sun, p. 284. 
Experiments on the solar and on the terrestrial rays that occa- 
sion heat; with a comparative view of the laws to which tight 
and heat, or rather the rays which occasion them, are subject, in 
order to determine whether they are the same or different, 
pp. 293, 437. 

In connection with this inquiry, Sir William Herschel remarks, 
that since a red glass stops no less than 692 out of 1,000 such 
rays as are of the refrangibility of red light, we have a direct 
and simple proof, in the case of the red glass, that the rays of 
light are transmitted, while those of heat are stopped, and that 
thus they have nothing in common but a certain equal degree of 
refrangibility, which by the power of the glass must occasion 
them to be thrown together into the place which is pointed out to 
us by the visibility of the rays of light 

On the same subject, a Memoir, by Sir Henry Erglenald, in 
the Journal of the Royal Institution for 1802, p. 202, may 
be consulted ; and Researches on JJght K by the Author. 
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has been obtained, we occasion a manifestation of light * 
It has been concluded, somewhat hastily, that neat and 
light differ from each other only in the rapidity of the 
undulations of an hypothetical ether. 

It must be admitted that the mathematical demon- 
strations of many of the phenomena of calorific and 
luminous power are sufficienlty striking to convince us 
that a wave-movement is common to both heat and 
light. The undulatory theory, however, requires the 

* Dr. Draper, On the production of light by heat, in the Phil. 
Mag. for 1847. 

- Sir Isaac Newton fixed the temperature at which bodies be- 
come self-luminous at 635°; Sir Humphry Davy at 812°; Mr. 
Wedgewood at 947°; and Mr. Daniell at 980°; whilst Dr. 
Draper from his experiments gives 977°; and Dr. Robinson 865°. 

Jn a review of the above paper by Melloni, entitled Researches 
on the Radiations of Incandescent Bodies, and on the Elementary 
Colours of the Solar Spectrum, translated for Silliman's Journal 
for August, 1 847, he remarks :— 

"I say that they conduct, as do others heretofore known on 
light and radiant heat, to a perfect analogy between the general 
laws which govern these two great agents of nature. I will add 
that I regard the theory of their identity as the only one admis- 
sible by the rules of philosophy; and that I consider myself 
obliged to adopt it, until it snail have been proved to me that 
there is a necessity of having recourse to two different princi- 
ples, for the explanation of a series of phenomena which at pre- 
sent appear to belong to a solitary agent.'' 

Reference should also be made to a paper by Dr. Robinson, 
On the effects of Heat in lessening the 4fi n ^ es °f the Elements 
of Water, in the Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 
1848, where he says that " when a platinum wire is traversed by 
a current gradually increased till it produces ignition, the first 
gleam that appears is not red, but of a colour which, when I 
first saw it, I compared to the * lavender ray ' discovered by Sir 
John Herschel beyond the violet, though I was. surprised at 
seeing the tint of that most refrangible ray preceding the ray 
which is least so. It is quite conspicuous at about 865° ; and 
as the mode in which it makes its appearance presents nothing 
abrupt or discontinuous, it seems likely that it is merely a 
transition from invisible rays excited at a lower temperature 
to ordinary light."— p. 310. 
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admission of so many premises of which we have no 
proof; its postulates are, indeed, in many cases so 
gratuitous, that notwithstanding the array of talent 
which stands forward in its support, we must not allow 
ourselves to be deceived by the deductions of its advo- 
cates, or dazzled by the brilliancy of their displays of 
learning. 

Radiant heat appears to move in waves ; but that 
calorific effects in material bodies are established by any 
system of undulation, is a deduction without a proof; 
and the thermic phenomena of matter are as easily ex- 
plained by the hypothesis of a diffusive subtile fluid. 

We have not, however, to prove the correctness of 
either of the opposing views ; indeed, it is acknowledged 
that many phenomena require for their explanation 
conditions which are not indicated by either theory. 

The earth receives its heat from the sun; a portion of 
it is conducted from particle to particle into the interior 
of the rocky crust. Another portion produces warmth 
in the atmosphere around us, by convection, or the 
circulation of particles ; those warmed by contact with 
the surface becoming lighter, and ascending to give 
place to the colder and heavier ones. A third portion is 
radiated off into space, according to laws which have 
not been sufficiently investigated, but which are depen- 
dent upon the colour, chemical composition, and mecha- 
nical structure of the surface. 

It cannot but be instructive to contemplate the 
indications which we have of the dependence of all that 
is beautiful on earth, on the heat and light radiations 
which we receive from the sun. Let us endeavour to 
realise some of the effects which arise from even the 
temporary deprivation of solar heat. 

It is winter, the vegetable world appears chilled to its 
centre. The trees, except a few of the hardy evergreens, 
are bare of leaves, and stretching forth their branches 
into the cold air, they realise the condition of vegetable 
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skeletons. The lowly plants of the hedge-row, and the 
grasses of the field, show that their vital power is subdued 
to that minimum degree <rf action which is but a few 
slight removes from death. The life of the running 
stream is suspended, it is cased in the "thick-ribbed 
ice/' and the waters beneath no longer send forth their 
joyous music to the genial breeze. Even within the 
temperate limits of our own land, the aspect of winter 
convinces the ordinary observer, that the loss of heat 
has been followed by diminished activity in the powers 
of life -,. and the philosopher discovers that the lessened 
energies of solar light, and the weaker action of the 
radiant heat, have aided in producing that repose which 
is a little more than sleep — a little less than death. 

It is night, and winter : the earth is parting with its 
heat, — with the absence of light, there is a still greater 
loss of vigour, a yet further diminution of the powers of 
life. Even the animal races, sustained by vital influ- 
ences of a more exalted kind, sink under the temporary 
deprivation of the solar rays to a monotonous, a melan- 
choly repose. All animals undergo different degrees of 
hybernation, and each in his winter retreat supports 
vitality by preying upon himself. The world is hung in 
mourning black ; there is no play of colours to harmonize 
the human spirit by sending their ethereal pulsations to 
the human eye, and it is only the consciousness that 
when the night is at the darkest, the day is nearest; 
that even man's soul is sustained against the depressing 
influences of the absence of the sun. 

The conditions which we must observe at our own 
doors cannot fail to convey as a conviction to the least 
imaginative mind, that a slightly prolonged continuance 
of darkness, with its consequent increase of coldness, 
would be fatal to the existence of the organic world. 

The sun has entered Aries : it is spring. The length 
of the day and night are equal, the powers of light and 
darkness are now exactly balanced against each other, 
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aad light, like the Archangel, triumphs over the sombre 
spirit. The organic world awakes. . Chemical action 
commences in the seed, the vital spark is kindled in the 
embryo, and under the impulsive force of some solar 
radiations the plant struggles into light and life. The 
same invigorating force impels the circulation of the sap 
through the capillary tubes of the forest tree, until the 
topmost branch trembles with the new flow of life. The 
bods burst forth into leaf, and a fresh and lively covering 
spreads over those brandies which, in their nakedness, 
could scarcely be distinguished from the dead. 

The animal races are no less sensible of the new 
influence which is diffused around. The birds float 
joyously upon the breeze, and give to heaven their 
trilling songs of praise. The beasts come forth from 
the clefts of the rocks and the tangled shelters of the 
forests, and gambol in the full luxury of their renewed 
vigour. Man, even man, the inhabitant of cities, 
trained and tempered to an artificial state, awakes of a 
spring morning with a fuller consciousness of mind, and 
a deeper and more pleased sense of his intelligence, 
than when the fogs and gloom of winter hung like the 
charmed robe upon the limbs of the giant. Now, the 
dormant poetry of man seeks expression. As the 
morning sun is said to have awakened the musical un- 
dulations of the Memnonian statue, so the sun of the 
vernal morning produces in the mind of the most 
earthly, faint pulsations of that heaven-born music, which 
neither sin nor sorrow can entirely destroy. The psy- 
chologist, in studying the peculiar phenomena of the 
human mind, must associate himself with the natural 
philosopher, and learn to appreciate the influence of 
physical causes in determining effects which our elder 
philosophers and the poets of every age have attributed to 
spiritual agencies. 

Summer, with its increased heat and light, reigns over 
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the land. The work of life is now at its maximum, and 
every energy is quickened throughout the organic 
creation. The laws of nature are arranged on the 
principle of antagonistic forces, the constant struggle to 
maintain them in equilibrium constituting the sensible 
phenomena of existence. Heat and light, with chemical 
power and electricity, have been quickening the un- 
known principle of fife, until it has become exhausted 
in the production of new parts — in the strange pheno- 
menon of growth — the formation of organized matter 
from the inorganic stores of creation. 

The autumn, with its tempered sunlight, comes, but in 
the solar radiance we discover new powers, and under 
the influence of these the flower and the fruit have 
birth. The store of a new life is centered in the seed, 
and though the leaf falls, and the flower fades, a new set 
of organisms are produced, by which the continuance of 
the species is secured. 

Let any man examine himself as the seasons change, 
and he will soon be convinced that every alternation of 
ight and darkness, of heat and its absence, produces new 
sets of influences equally on the mind and on the body, 
showing the entire dependence of the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms upon those causes which appear to 
flow from the centre of our planetary system. 

The phenomena which connect themselves with the 
changes of the seasons cannot fail to convince the most 
superficial thinker that there is an intimate connection 
between the sun and the earth which deserves our close 
attention. 

Indeed, if we examine the most ancient of histories, 
we find one great fact at the base of all their philoso- 
phies. Moses connects darkness with a void and formless 
earth, and light with the creation of harmbny and life. 
Menis sings of a fearful world by "many formed dark- 
ness encircled," and links the idea of a " life-breathing 
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divinity" with the awakening of light upon created 
things. The Egyptian Isis, the Grecian Apollo, who, 

The Lord of boundless light 

Ascending calm o'er the empyrean sails, 

And with ten-thousand beams his awful beauty veils, 

the fire-worshipper of the Persian hills and the sun- 
god of the Peruvian mountains, exhibit, through time 
and space, the full consciousness of man to the influences 
of solar light and heat upon the organic creations of 
which he is himself the chief exemplar. 

The investigations of modern philosophers have ex- 
tended these influences to the inorganic masses which 
constitute the Planet Earth : — and we now know that 
the physical forces, ever active in determining the 
chemical condition and the electrical relations of matter, 
are directly influenced by the solar radiations. 

Pew things within the range of our inquiry are more 
striking than the phenomena of calorific radiation and 
absorption. They display so perfectly the most refined 
system of order, and exhibit so strikingly the admirable 
adaptation of every formation to its particular con- 
ditions, and for its part in the great economy of being, 
that they claim most strongly the study of all who would 
seek to discover a poetry in the inferences of science. 

Owing to the nature of our atmosphere, we are pro- 
tected from the influence of the full flood of solar heat. 
The absorption of caloric by the air has been calculated 
at about one-fifth of the whole in passing through a 
column of 6,000 feet. This estimate is, of course, made 
near the earth's surface ; but we are enabled, knowing 
the increasing rarity of the upper regions of our gaseous 
envelope in which the absorption is constantly diminish- 
ing, to prove, that about one-third of the solar heat is 
lost by vertical transmission through the whole extent of 
our atmosphere.* 

* In the Bakerian Lecture for 1842, On the transparency of the 
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Experience has proved that the conditions of the 
sun's rays are not always the same; and there are few 
persons who have not observed that a more than usual 
scorching influence prevails under some atmospheric 
circumstances. This is also evidenced in the effects 
produced on the foliage of trees, which, though often 
attributed to electricity, is evidently due to heat. An 
examination of the solar radiations, as exhibited in the 
prismatic spectrum, has proved the existence of a class 
of heat rays, which manifest themselves by a very pecu- 
liar deoxidizing power quite independent of their caloric 
properties, to which the name of parathermic rays 
has been given.* We are protected from the severe 

Atmosphere, and the law of extinction of the solar rags injoawssmg 
through it, by James D. Forbes, Esq., F.R.S., Ac., will be found a 
most complete investigation of this subject 

The experiments were, for the most part, made in Switzerland 
with Sir John HerscbeFs actinometer, aud they prove satis- 
factorily, — " That the absorption of the solar rays by the strata 
of air to which we bare immediate access, is considerable in 
amount for even moderate thicknesses." 

* After referring to several curious and instructive experiments, 
in which peculiar chemical changes are produced under the influ- 
ence of the solar rays by their Heat, Sir John Herschel says : — 

" These rays are distinguished from those of light by being 
invisible ; they are also distinguished from the pure calorific rays 
beyond the spectrum, by their possessing properties (of a peculiar 
character, referred to in former papers) either exclusively of the 
calorific rays, or in a much higher degree. They may perhaps not 
improperly be regarded as bearing the same relation to the calorific 

rotrum which the photographic rays do to the luminous ones. 
the restriction to these rays of the term thermic, as distinct 
from calorific, be not (as I think, in fact, it is not) a sufficient 
distinction, I would propose the term parathermic rays to designate 
them. These are the rays which I conceive to be active in pro- 
ducing those singular molecular affections which determine the 
precipitation of vapours in the experiments of Messrs. Draper, 
Moser, and Hunt, and which will probably lead to important dis 
coveries as to the intimate nature of those forces resident on the 
surfaces of bodies, to which" M. Dutrochet has given the name of epi- 
polic forces." — On certain improvements in Photographic Processes, de- 
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effects of these rays by the ordinary state of the medium 
through which the solar heat passes. Our atmosphere 
is a mixture of gases and aqueous vapour ; and it has 
been, found, as already stated, that even a thin film of 
water, however transparent, prevents the passage of many 
edorific radiations, and the rays retarded are, for the 
most part, of that class which have this peculiar scorch- 
ing power. The air is, in this way, the great equaliser 
of the solar heat, rendering the earth agreeable to all 
animals, who, but for this peculiar absorbent medium, 
would have to endure, even in our temperate clime, the 
burning rays of a more than African sun. 

The surface of the earth during the sunshine — and, 
though in a less degree, even when the sun is obscured 
by ckwide — is constantly receiving heat ; but the rate of 
its absorption varies. Benjamin Franklin showed, by a 
set of siniple but most conclusive experiments, that a 
piece of black cloth was warmed much sooner than cloth 
of a lighter colour;* and we know, from observations 
of a similar class, that the bare brown soil receives heat 
more readily than the bright green grassy carpet of the 
earth. Consequently, during the winter season, rela- 

icribedin a former communication (Phil. Trans, vol. cxxxiii.); and 
On ike Paratherwdc Rays of the Solar Spectrum, Phil. Trans, vol. 

cxxxiv. 

The experiments of Mrs. Somerville, On the Action of the Rays 
of She Spectrum on Vegetable Juices (Phil. Transactions, vol. 
cxxxvii.), appear to connect themselves with this particular class 
of rays in a curious manner. 

* Experiments on the influence of heat on differently-coloured 
bodies were first made by Dr. Hooke ; and it was not until long 
after that Franklin made his ingenious experiments. Davv exposed 
to sunshine six equal pieces of copper, painted white, yellow, red, 
green, blue, and black, in such a manner that one side only was 
illuminated, To the dark side he attached a bit of cerate, ascer- 
tained by experiment to melt at 700. The cerate attached to the 
black became fluid first, the blue next, then the green and red, and 
lastly the yellow and white. — Beddoes's Contributions to Physical 
Knowledge, and collected works of Sir Humphry Davy, vol. ii. p. 27. 
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lively to the quantity poured from its source, more heat 
penetrates the uncovered soil, than during the spring 
or summer. 

There is a constant tendency to an equilibrium ; and, 
during the night, the surface is robbed of more heat, by 
the colder air, than by day ; as, when the earth is not re- 
ceiving heat, it is constantly radiating it back into space. 
Even in these processes of convection and radiation, a 
similar law prevails to that which is discovered in examin- 
ing into the rate of calorific absorption. 

Every tree spreading its green leaves to the sunshine, 
or exposing its brown branches to the air — every flower 
which lends its beauty to the earth — possesses different 
absorbing and radiating powers. The chalice-like cup 
of the pure white lily floating on the lake — the variegated 
tulip — the brilliant anemony — the delicate rose — and the 
intensely coloured peony or dahlia — have each powears 
peculiar to themselves for drinking in the warming life- 
stream of the sun, and for radiating it back again to the 
thirsting atmosphere. . These are no conceits of a scien- 
tific dreamer; they are the truths of direct induction; 
and, by experiments of a simple character, they may be 
put to a searching test.* 

A thermometric examination of the various coloured 
flowers, by enclosing a delicate thermometer amongst 
their leaves, will readily establish the correctness of the 
one ; and by a discovery of recent date, connected with 
calorific radiation, which must be particularly described 
presently, we can, with equal ease and certainty, test the 

* By reference to the Treatise on Heat, in the Encyclopedia 
Metropolitans numerous suggestive experiments will be found, all 
bearing on this subject. Peschel's Elements of Physics may also 
be consulted with advantage. The fact is, however, simply proved, 
as stated in the text, by placing the bulbs of delicate thermometers, 
so as to be completely involved in the petals of flowers exposed to 
sunshine, shading the upper portion of tho stem of the instrument. 
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truth of the other ; * the absorption and radiation of 
heat being directly regulated by the colours of the sur- 
faces upon which the sun rays fall. 

It follows, as a natural consequence of the position of 
the sun, as it regards any particular spot on the earth at 
a given time, that the amount of heat is constantly vary- 
ing during the year. This variation regulates the 
seasons. 

When it is remembered that the earth is, in the 
winter, nearly three millions of miles nearer the sun 
than in the summer, some explanation is required to 
account for our suffering more cold when nearer the 
scarce of heat, than when at the remotest distance. 

The earth in her path around the sun describes an 
ellipse, the sun's place being one of its foci. In obe- 
dience to the law, already described, of the conservation 
of the axis of rotation, the axis of the earth constantly 
points towards the star in the constellation of the 
Little Bear. Recollecting this, and also the two facts, 
that a dense solid body absorbs heat more readily than 
a fluid one, and that radiation from the surface is con- 
stantly going on when absorption is not taking place, 
let us follow the earth in her orbit. 

It is the time of the vernal equinox — we have equal 
day and night — therefore the periods of absorption and 
radiation of heat are alike. But at this time of the year 
the southern hemisphere is opposite to the sun, conse- 
quently the degree of absorption by the wide-spread 
oceans small. 

It is the summer solstice — we have sixteen hours of 
daylight, when the absorption of heat is going on — and 
but eight hours of night, during which heat is passing 

* Moser, On Vision, and on the Action of Light on Bodies: and 
also On Latent Light: Scientific Memoirs, vol. iii. Draper, On 
certain Spectral Appearances, and on the Discovery of Latent Light : 
?fcil. Mag., Nov. 1842. 
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off. The northern hemisphere is now presented to the 
sun, and as here we have the largest portion of dry laiid, 
the powers of absorption are at their maximum. 

The autumnal equinox has arrived, with its equal day 
and night, as in the spring, but now the whole northern 
hemisphere is opposite the sun ; hence, according to the 
laws already explained, we see the causes of the increased 
heat of the autumnal season. 

The winter solstice has come, with its long night and 
shortened day* The time during which radiation is 
going on is nearly twice that in which absorption takes 
place, and the earth is in her worst position for receiv- 
ing heat, as that half which has the largest surface of 
water is towards the sun* 

These are the causes which lead to the variations of 
the seasons, and through these we learn why we are 
colder when near the sun than when at a considerably 
greater distance. - 

An analysis erf the spectrum shows us that there are 
some changes regularly taking place in the state of the 
solar beam, which cannot be referred to the mere alte- 
ration of position. It may be inferred, from facts 
by long-continued observations, that the three classes 
of phenomena — light,' heat, and chemical power, distin- 
guished by the term Actinism — which we detect in the 
sun's rays, are constantly changing their relative propor- 
tions. In spring, the chemical agency jwrevails; i# 
summer, the luminous principle is the most powerful; 
and in the autumn, the calorific forces are in a state of 
the greatest activity.* The importance of these varia- 
tions, to the great economy of vegetable Mfe, will be 
shown when we come to examine the phenomena con- 
nected with organisation. 

* A particular examination of this curious question will be 
found in the Author's report On the Influence of the Solar Jfyyi on 
the Growth of Plants: Reports of the British Association for 1847- 
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A remarkable change takes place in the character of 
heat in being reflected from material substances. In 
nature we often see this fact curiously illustrated. Snow 
which lies near the trunks of trees or wooden poles 
melts much quicker than that which is at a distance 
from them, the sun shining equally on both — the lique- 
faction commencing on the side feeing the sun, and 
gradually extending. We see, therefore, that the direct 
rays of solar heat produce leas effect upon the snow than 
those which are radiated from coloured surfaces. By 
numerous experiments, it has been shown that these se- 
condary radiations are more abundantly absorbed by snow 
or white bodies than the direct solar rays themselves. 
Here is one of the many very curious evidences, which 
science lays open to us, of the intimate connection be- 
tween the most ethereal and the grosser forms of matter. 
Heat, by touching the earth, becomes more earth-like* 
The subtile principle which, like the spirit of supersti- 
tion, has the power of passing, unfelt, through the 
crystal mass, is robbed of its might by embracing the 
dungs of earth; and although it still retains the evidences 
of its refined origin, its movements are shackled as by a 
dog of clay, ana its wings are heavy with the dust of 
this rolling ball. It has, however, acquired new pro- 
perties, winch fit it for the requirements of creation, and 
by which its great tasks are facilitated. Matter and 
heat unite in a common bond, and, harmoniously pur- 
suing the necessities of some universal law, the result 
is the extension of beautiful forms in every kingdom of 
nature. 

An easy experiment pleasingly illustrates this remark- 
able change. If a blackened card is placed upon snow 
or ice in the sunshine, the frozen mass underneath it will 
be gradually thawed, and the card sink into it, while 
that by which it is surrounded, although exposed to the 
fall power of solar heat, is but littie disturbed. If, how- 
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ever, we reflect the sun's rays from a metal surface, an 
exactly contrary result takes place ; the uncovered parts 
are the first to melt, and the blackened card stands high 
above the surrounding portion. 

The evidences of science all indicate the sun as the 
source, not only of that heat which we receive directly- 
through our atmosphere, but even of that which has 
been stored by our planet, and which we can, by several 
methods, develope. We have not to inquire if the earth 
was ever an intensely heated sphere; — this concerns not 
our question; as we should, even were this admitted, 
still have to speculate on the origin — the primitive source 
of this caloric. 

Before, however, we proceed to the examination of 
the phenomena of terrestrial heat, a few df the great 
results of the laws of radiation and convection claim our 
attention. 

Nearly all the heat which the sun pours upon the 
ocean is employed in converting its water into vapour at 
the very surface, or is radiated back from it, to perform 
the important office of producing those disturbing influ- 
ences in the atmosphere, which are essential to the pre- 
servation of the healthful condition of the great aerial 
envelope in which we live. 

Currentsof air are generally due to the unequal degrees 
in which the atmosphere is warmed. Heat, by expand- 
ing, increases the elasticity, and lessens the density, of a 
given mass. Consequently, the air heated by the high 
temperature of the tropics, ascends charged with aqueous 
vapours, whilst the colder air of the temperate and the 
frigid zones flows towards the equator to supply its place. 
These great currents of the atmosphere are, independent 
of the minor disturbances produced by local causes, in 
constant flow, and by them & uniformity of temperature 
is produced, which could not in any other way be accom- 
plished. By these currents, too, the equalisation of the 
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constituents of the " breath of life" is effected, and the 
purer oxygen of the "land of the sonny south" is dif- 
fused in healthful gales over the colder climes of the 
north. The waters, too, evaporated from the great 
central Atlantic Ocean, or the far Pacific, are tins car- 
ried oyer the wide-spread continents, and poured in fer- 
tilising showers upon distant lands. 

Haw magnificent arc the operations of nature I The 
air is not much warmed lay the radiations of caloric pass- 
ing from the sun to the earth; but the surface scnl is 
heated by its power of absorbing these rays. The tem- 
perature of the air next the earth is raised, and we thus 
have the circulation of those beneficial currents which 
are so remarkably regular in the Trade Winds. The air 
heated within the tropics would ascend directly to the 
poles, were the earth at rest, but being in motion, those 
great aerial currents— the Trade Winds — are produced, 
and the periodical monsoons are due to the same cause. 
A similar circulation, quite independent of the ordinary 
tidal movement, takes place also in the earth-girdling 
ocean. The water, warmed, by convection, from the hot 
surface of the tropical lands, sets across the Atlantic 
from the Gulf of Mexico; and being under 'the influence 
of the two forces — gravity and motion— it illustrates the 
parallelogram of forces, and flowing along the diago- 
nal, readies our own shores : the genial influences of 
the gulf stream produce that tempered climate which 
distinguishes our insular home. Hare we have two im- 
mense influences produced by one agency, rendering 
those parts of the earth habitable and fertile, which but 
for these great results would sorrow in the cheerless 
aspect of an eternal winter. 

The beautiful phenomenon of the formation of dew is 
also distinctly connected with the peculiar properties 
which we have been studying. When from the bright blue 
vault of heaven, the sparkling constellations shower then* 
mild light over the earth, the flowers of the garden and 
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the leaves of the forest become moist with a fluid of 
the most translucid nature. Well might the ancients 
imagine that the dews were actually shed from the stars ; 
and the alchemists and physicians of the middle ages 
conceive that this pure distillation of the night possessed 
subtile and penetrating powers beyond most other 
things ; and the ladies of those olden times endeavour 
to preserve their charms in the perfection of their youth- 
ful beauty through the influences of washes procured 
from so pure a source.* 

Science has removed the veil of mystery with which 
superstition had invested the formation of dew ; and, in 
showing to us that it is a condensation of vapour upon 
bodies according to a fixed law of radiation, it has also 
developed so many remarkable facts connected with the 
characters of material creations, that a much higher 
order of poetry is opened to the mind than that which, 
though beautifrd, sprang merely from the imagination. 

Upon the radiation of heat depends the formation of 
dew, and bodies must become colder than the atmos- 
phere before it will be deposited upon them. At what- 
ever temperature the air may be, it is charged to 
saturation with watery vapour, the quantity varying 
uniformly with the temperature. Supposing the tem- 
perature of the air to be 70° F., and that a bottle of 
water at 60° is placed in it, the air . around the bottle 

* Ammianus Marcellinus ascribes the longevity and robust 
health of mountaineers to their exposure to the dews of night. 
Dew was employed by the alchemists in their experiments on the 
solution of gold. The ladies of old collected the " celestial wash," 
which they imagined had the virtue of preserving their fine forms, 
by exposing heaps of wool to the influences of night radiation. It 
was supposed that the lean features of the grasshopper arose from 
that insect feeding entirely on dew : " Dumque thymo pascentur 
apes, dum rore cicadas," Virgil, Eclog. 

See some curious remarks by Boyle, On the Power of Dew in 
Working on Solid Bodies : Works of the Honourable R. Boyle, 
vol. v. p. 121. 1744. 
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will be cooled, and will deposit on the glass exactly that 
quantity of moisture which is due to the difference be- 
tween the temperature of the two bodies. Different 
substances, independent of colour, have the property of 
parting with heat from their surfaces at different rates. 
Rough and porous surfaces radiate heat more rapidly 
than smooth ones, and are consequently reduced in tem- 
perature ; and, if exposed, are covered with dew sooner 
than such as are smooth and dense. The grass parterre 
glistens with dew, whilst the hard and stony walk is un- 
moistened.* 

Colourless glass is very readily suffused with dampness, 
but polished metals are not so, even when dews are 
heavily condensed on other bodies. To comprehend 
fully the phenomena of the formation of dew, we must 
remember that the entire surface of the earth is constantly 
radiating heat into space ; and that, as by night no ab- 
sorption is taking place, it naturally cools.f As the 
substances spread over the earth become colder than the 
air, they acquire the power of condensing the vapour 
with which the atmosphere is always charged. The 
bodies which cover this globe are very differently consti- 
tuted; they possess dissimilar radiating powers, and con- 

* See the Researches on Heat, by Professor James Forbes, in the 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh ; also Melloni's 
papers on the same subject in the Annates de Chitnie, several of 
which have been translated into the Scientific Memoirs, edited by 
Mr. Bichard Taylor. 

t The phenomena of dew have constantly engaged the attention 
of man. Aristotle, in his book De Mundo, puts forth some just 
notions on its nature. An opinion has almost always prevailed 
that dew falls. Gersten appears to have been the first who opposed 
this motion. He was followed by Muschenbroek, and then by 
Du Fay. The researches of Leslie were of a far more exact cha- 
racter. Dr. Wilson, in the Transactions of the Koyal Society of 
Edinburgh, 1st vol., published a Memoir on Hoar Frost of much 
interest; but the questions involved remained unsettled until the 
researches of Dr. Wells, which were published in his Essay on Dew, 
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sequently present, when examined by delicate thermome- 
ters, varying degrees of temperature. By the researches 
of Dr. Wells,* which may be adduced as an example of 
the best class of inductive experiments, we learn that the 
following differences in sensible heat were observed at 
seven o'clock in the evening : — 



The air four feet aboTe the grass 
Wool on a raised hoard 
Swandown on ditto 
Hie surface of the raised hoard . 
Grass plat . . . 



60| 

53 
57 
51 



Dew is most abundantly deposited on clear, calm 
nights, during which the radiation from the surface of 
the earth is uninterrupted. The increased cold of such 
nights over those obscured by clouds is well known. The 
clouds, it has been proved, act in the same way as the 
screens used by gardeners to protect their young plants 
from the frosts of the early spring, which obstruct the 
radiation, and, in all probability, reflect a small quantity 
of heat back to the earth. 

It is not improbable that the observed increase in 
grass crops, when they have been strewn with branches 
of trees or any slight shades, may be due to a similar 
cause.f 



* By far the most complete set of experiments on the radiation 
of heat from the surface at night, which have heen published since 
Br. Wells's memoir On Dew, are those of Mr.Glaisher, of the Boyal 
Observatory at Greenwich. Instruments of the most perfect kind 
were employed, and the observations made with sedulous care. 
The results will be found in a memoir On the Amount of the Radia- 
tion of Heat, at night, from the Earth, and from various bodies 
placed an or near the Surface of the Earth, by James Glaisher, Esq., 
Philosophical Trans, for 1847, part 2. 

f Dr. Wells noticed the practical fact that very light shades pro- 
tected delicate plants from frost, by preventing radiation. Mr. 
Goldsworthy Gurney has made a series of interesting experiments, 
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There are many remarkable results dependent entirely 
on the colours of bodies, which are not explicable upon 
the idea of difference in mechanical arrangement. We 
know that different colours are regulated by the powers 
which structures have of absorbing and reflecting light ; 
consequently a blue surface must have a different order 
of molecular arrangement from a red one. But there 
are some physical peculiarities which also influence heat 
radiation, quite independently of this surface condition. 
If we take pieces of red, black, green, and yellow glass, 
and expose them when the dew is condensing, we shall 
find that moisture will show itself first on the yellow, 
then on the green glass, and last of all upon the black 
or red glasses. The same thing takes place if we expose 
coloured fluids in white glass bottles or troughs, in which 
case the surfaces are all alike. If against a sheet of 
glass, upon which moisture has been slightly froaen, we 
pUeegksses similarly coloured to those already described, 
it will be found that the earliest heat-rays will so warm 
the red and the black glasses, that the ice will be melted 
opposite to them, long before any change will be seen 
npon the frozen film covered by the other colours. 

The order in which heat permeates coloured media, it 
haa already been shown, very nearly agrees with their 
powers of radiation. 

These most curious results have engaged the attention 
of Melloni, to whose investigations we owe so much ; 
and from the peculiar order of radiations, which present 
phenomena of an analogous character to those of the 
coloured rays of light, obtained by him from dissimilarly 
coloured bodies, he has been led to imagine the existence 

and he imagines that by shading grasslands with boughs of trees, 
or an^ light litter, a more abundant crop is produced. The sub- 
ject has been discussed in the journals of the Royal Agricultural 
Society. May not the apparent increase be due entirely to the 
succulent condition in which a plant always grows in the shade ? 
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of a " heat-cohniration." That is, the heat-rays are 
supposed to possess properties like luminous colour 
although invisible ; and, consequently, that a blue sur- 
face has a strong affinity for the blue heat-rays, a red 
surface for the red ones, and so on through the scale. 
The ingenuity of this hypothesis has procured it much 
attention ; but now, when the Newtonian hypothesis of 
the refrangibility of light is nearly overturned, we must 
not, upon mere analogy, rush to the conclusion that the 
rays of heat have different orders of refirangibility, which 
Melloni's hypothesis requires.* 

Can anything be more calculated to impress the mind 
with the consciousness of the high perfection of natural 
phenomena, than the fact, that the colour of a body 
should powerfully influence the transmission of a prin- 
ciple which is diffused through all nature, and also deter- 
mine the rate with which it is to pass off from its surface. 
Some recent experiments have brought us acquainted 
with other facts connected with these heat-radiations, 
and the power of heat, as influenced by' the calorific 
rays, to produce molecular changes in bodies, which bear 
most importantly on our subject. 

If we throw upon a plate of polished metal a prismatic 
spectrum (deprived, as nearly as possible, of its chemical 
power, by being passed through a deep yellow solution 
— which possesses this property in a very remarkable 
manner, as will be explained when we come to the exa- 
* mination of the chemical action of the sun's rays) — it 
will be found, if we afterwards expose the plate to the 

* This paper of Melloni's will be found in the Bibliothequc Urn- 
verselle de Geneve, for 1843. The conclusions are highly ingenious, 
but they rest entirely on the analogy supposed to be discovered be- 
tween the relations of heat, like light, to the coloured rays .of the 
spectrum. This, it must be remembered, is not the case, since 
even Sir William Herschel showed that red light might exist with 
only a minimum of calorific power, notwithstanding the fact, that 
the maximum heat-ray of the spectrum coincides with the red rays. 
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action of vapour, very slowly raised from mercury, that 
the space occupied by the red rays, and those which lie 
without the spectrum below it, will condense the vapour 
thickly, while the portion corresponding with the other 
rays will be left untouched. This affords us evidence of 
the power of solar heat to produce, very readily, a change 
in the molecular structure of solid bodies. If we allow 
the sun's rays to permeate coloured glasses, and then 
Ml upon a polished metallic surface, the result, on 
exposing the plate to vapourisation, will be similar to 
that just described. Under yellow and green glasses no 
vapour will be condensed ; but on the space on which 
the rays permeating a red glass, or even a blackened one, 
fall, a very copious deposit of vapour will mark with dis- 
tinctness the spaces these glasses covered. More remark- 
able still, if these or any other coloured bodies are placed 
in a box, and a polished metal plate is suspended a few 
lines above them, the whole being kept in perfect dark- 
ness for a few hours, precisely the same effect takes place 
as when the arrangement is exposed to the full rays of 
the sun. Here we have evidence of the radiating heat of 
bodies, producing even in darkness the same phenomena 
as the transmitted heat-rays of the sun. We must, 
however, return to the examination of some of these and 
other analogous influences under the head of actino- 
chemistry. 

From these curious discoveries of inductive research 
we learn some high truths. Associated with light — 
obeying many of the same laws — moving in a similar 
manner — we receive a power which is essential to the 
constitution of our planet. This power is often mani- 
fested in such intimate combination with the luminous 
principle of the solar rays, that it has been suspected to 
be but another form of the same agency. While, how- 
ever, we are enabled to show the phenomena of one 
without producing those which distinguish the other, 
we are constrained to regard heat as something dis- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 RADIANT HEAT. 

similar to light It is true that we appear to be tending 
towards some point of proof on this problem ; but we 
are not in a position to declare them to be forms of one 
common power, or "particular solutions of one great 
physical equation."* In many instances it would cer- 
tainly appear that one of these forces was directly neces- 
sary to die production of the other ; but we have also 
nmnerons examples in which they do not stand in say 
such correlation. 

We learn, from the scientific facte which we have been 
discussing, a few of the secrets of natural magic. In 
their relations to heat, every flower, which adds to the 
adornment of the wilds of nature or the carefully-tended 
garden of the florist, possesses a power peculiar to itself;, 
and, as we have before indicated, the 

tl Naiad-like lily of tlie Yale," 
and, 

" The pied wind-flowers, and the tulip tall, 

And narcissi, the fairest among them aH, 

are, by their different colours, prevented from ever 
having the same temperatures under the same 
sunshine. 

Every plant bears within itself the measure of the 
heat whicn is necessary for its well-being, and is endued 
with functions which mutely determine the relative 
amount of dew which shall wet its coloured leaves. 
Some of the terrestrial phenomena of this remarkable 
principle will still further illustrate the title of this 
volume. 

To commence with the most familiar illustrations, let 
us consider the consequences of change of temperature. 

* Dr. Robinson, of Armagh, in his Memoir On the Effects of 
Heat in lessening the Affinities of the Elements of Water.— Transac- 
tions of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. xxi. part 2. 
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However alight the additional heat may be to which a , 
body is subjected, it expands under its influence ; con- 
sequently, every atom which goes to form the mass of 
the earth moves under the excitation, and the first heat 
ray of the morning which touches the earth's surface, 
sets up a vibration which is continued as a tremor to its 
very centre. The differences between the temperature 
of day and night are considerable ; therefore all bodies 
expand under the influence of the higher, and contract 
under thai of the lower temperature. During the day, 
any cloud obscuring the sun produces, in every solid, 
ftad, or aeriform body, within the range of solar in- 
fluence, a chock : the particles which had been expand* 
ing under the force of heat suddenly contract. Thus 
there must of necessity be, during the hours of sunshine, 
a tendency in all bodies to dilate, and during the hours- 
of night ihey must be resuming their original conditions. 
Not only do dissimilar bodies radiate heat in different 
degrees, but they conduct it also with constantly varying 
wtes. Heat passes along silver or copper with readi- 
ng, compared to its progress through platinum. It is 
conducted by glass but slowly, and still mare slowly by 
wood and charcoal. We receive some important intima- 
&fts of the molecular structure of matter, from those 
experiments which prove that heat is conducted more 
readily along some lines than others. In some planes, 
*ood and other substances are better conductors thaniu 
°4ers. The metallic oxides or earths are bad conduc- 
tor of heat, by which provision the caloric absorbed by 
4e sun's rays is not carried away from the surface of this 
planet so rapidly as it would have been had it been of 
Hfctal, but is retained in the superficial crust to produce 
the due temperature for healthful germination and 
?e getable growth. The wool and hair of animals are still. 
ln ferior conductors, and thus, under changes of climate 
^d of seasons, the beasts of the field are secured against 
those violent transitions from heat to cold which would 
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he fatal to them. Hair is a better conductor than wool : 
hence, by nature's alchemy, hair changed into wool in 
the animals of some countries on the approach of winter, 
and feathers into down. 

It is therefore evident that the rate at which solar 
heat is conducted into the crust of the earth must alter 
with the condition of the surface upon which it falls. 
The conducting power of all the rocks which have been 
examined is found to vary in some degree.* 

It follows, as a natural consequence of the position of 
the sun to the earth, that the parts near the equator 
become more heated than those remote from it. As this 
heat is conducted into the interior of the mass, it has a 
tendency to move to the colder portions of it, and thus 
the heat absorbed at the equator flows towards the poles, 
and from these parts is carried off by the atmosphere, or 
radiated into space. Owing to this, there is a certain 
depth beneath the surface of our globe at which an equal 
temperature prevails, the depth increasing as we travel 
north or south from the equator, and conforming to the 
contour of the earth's surface, the line sinking under 
the valleys and rising under the hills.f 

* On this subject consult Robert Were Fox, On the Temperature 
of the Mines of Cornwall.-— Cornwall Geological Transactions, 
vol. ii. ; W. J. Henwood, on the same subject, lb. vol. v. ; Reports 
of the British Association, 1840, p. 315; Edinburgh New Philoso- 
phical Journal, vol. xxiv. p. 140. 

f On the causes of the temperature of Hot and Thermal Springs ; 
and on the bearings of this subject as connected with the general 
question regarding the internal temperature of tha Earth: by 
JProfessor Gustav Bischoff, of Bonn. — Edinburgh New Philoso- 
phical Journal, vol. xx. p. 376 ; vol. xxiii. p. 330. Some interest- 
ing information on the temperature of the ground will be found in 
Erman's Travels in Siberia, translated by W. D. Cooley, vol. i. p. 
330; vol. ii. p. 366. Sur la Profondeur a laquelle se trouve la 
oouche de Tempkralure invariable enlre les Tropiques, by Boussin- 
gault : Annates de Chimie et de Physiaue, 1833, p. 225. 
Reference may also be made to Humboldt's Cosmos, Otto's 
translation ; and to the excellent article on Meteorology, by 

■ 
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A question of great interest, in a scientific point of 
view, is the temperature of the centre of the earth. We 
are, of course, without the means of solving this pro- 
blem ; but we advance a little way onwards in the inquiry 
by a careful examination of subterranean temperature at 
such depths as the enterprise of man enables us to reach. 
These researches show us, that where the mean tempera- 
ture of the climate is 50°, the temperature of the rj>ck at 
59 fathoms from the surface is 60° ; at 132 fathoms it is 
70° ; at 239 fathoms it is 80° : being an increase of 10° 
at 59 fathoms deep, or 1° in 35*4 feet ; of 10° more at 
73 fathoms deeper, or 1° in 43*8 feet ; and of 10° more 
at 114 fathoms still deeper, or 1° in 64.2 feet.* 

Although this would indicate an increase to a certain 
depth of about one degree in every fifty feet, yet it would 
appear that the rate of increase diminishes with the 
depth. It appears therefore probable, that the heat of 
the earth, so far as man can examine it, is due to the 
absorption of the solar rays by the surface. The 
evidences of intense igneous action at a great depth 
cannot be denied, but the doctrine of a cooling mass, and 
of the existence of an incandescent mass, at the earth's 
centre, remains but one of those guesses which active 
minds delight in. The mean annual temperature of this 
planet is subject to variations, which are probably 
dependent upon some physical changes in the sun him- 
self, or in the atmospheric envelope by which that orb is 
surrounded. The variations over the earth's surface are 
great. At the equator we may regard the temperature 

George Harvey, in the Encyclopaedia Metropolitans. These 
chthonisothermal lines, as they are called, have been traced by 
Humboldt and others over extensive districts. 

• These results are obtained from the valuable observations of 
Robert Were Fox, Es<j., made with great cave by that gentleman 
in several of the Cornish mines : Report on some observations on 
Subterranean Temperature. — British Association Reports, vol. ix. p. 
309 ; Philosophical Magazine, 1837, vol. ii. p. 520. 
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as uniformly existing at 80°, while at the poles it is 
below the freezing point of water ; and as far as observa- 
tions have been made, the subterranean temperatures 
bear a close relation to the thermic condition of the 
climate of the surface. The circulation of water through 
faults or fissures in the strata is, without doubt, one 
means of carrying heat downwards much quicker than 
it would be conducted by the rocks themselves. It is 
not, however, found that the quantity of water increases 
with the depth. . In the mines of Cornwall, unless where 
the ground is very loose, miners find that, after about 
150 fathoms (900 feet), the quantity of water rapidly 
diminishes. That water must ascend from very much 
greater depths is certain, from the high temperatures at 
which many springs flow out at the surface. In the 
United Mines in Cornwall, water rises from one part of 
the lode at 90° ; and one of the levels in these workings 
is so hot that, notwithstanding a stream of cold water is 
purposely brought into it to reduce the temperature, tie 
miners work nearly naked, and will bathe in water at 
80? to cool themselves. At the bottom of Tresavean 
Mine, in the same county, about 820 fathoms from the 
surface, the temperature is 100°. 

One cause of the great heat of many of our deep* 
mines, which appears to have been entirely lost sight of, 
is the chemical action going on upon large masses of 
pyritic matter in their vicinity. The heat, which is so 
oppressive in the United Mines, is, without doubt, due 
to the decomposition of immense quantities of the sul~ 
phurets of iron and copper known to be in this condition 
at a short distance from these mineral works. 

The heat which man is enabled to measure beneath the 
earth's surface, appears to be alone due to the conducting 
powers of the rocks themselves ; it has been observed 
, that the line of equal temperature follows, as nearly as 
possible, the elevations and depressions which prevail 
upon the surface, and the diminishing rate of increase 
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beyond this line, certainly is such as would arise, was all 
the heat so measured, die resdlt of the passage of the 
heat by conduction through the crust of rocks. 

Whether or not the subterranean bands of equal heat 
have any strict relation, upon a large scale, to the 
isothermk lines which have been traced around most 
portions of our globe, is a point which has not yet been 
so satisfactorily determined as to admit of any general 
deductions. 

The Oriental story-teller makes the inner world a 
place of rare beauty — a cavern temple, bestudded with 
self-luminous gems, in which reside the spiritual beings 
to whom the direction of the inorganic world is confided. 

The Philosopher, in the height of his knowledge, has 
had dreams as absurd as this; and amid the romances of 
science, there are not to be found any more strange visions 
than those which relate to the centre of our globe. At 
the same time it must be admitted, that many of the 
peculiar phenomena which modern geological researches 
have brought to light, are best explained on the hypo- 
thesis of a cooling sphere, which necessarily involves the 
existence of a very high temperature towards the 
centre. 

We have already noticed some remarkable differences 
between solar and terrestrial heat ; but a class of observa- 
tions by Delaroche* still requires our attention. Solar 
heat passes freely through colourless glass, whereas the 

* From his experiments, the following conclusions were arrived 
at by M. Delaroche :— 

1. Invisible radiant heat may, in some circumstances, pass 
directly through glass. 

2. The quantity of radiant heat which passes directly through 
glass is so much greater, relative to the whole heat emitted in 
the same direction,, as the temperature of the source of heat is 
more elevated. 

3. The calorific rays which have already passed through a 
screen of glass, experience, in passing through a second glass 
screen of a similar nature, a much smaller diminution of their 
intensity than they did in passing through the first screen. 
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radiations from a bright fire or a mass of incandescent 
metal are entirely obstructed by this medium. If we 
place a lamp or a ball of glowing hot metal before a 
metallic reflector, the focus of accumulated heat is soon 
discovered ; but if a glass mirror be used, the light is 
reflected, but not the heat ; whereas, with the solar rays, 
but little difference is detected, whether vitreous or 
metallic reflectors are employed. It is well known that 
glass lenses refract both the light and heat of the sun, 
and they are commonly known as burning-glasses : the 
heat accumulated at their focal point being of the highest 
intensity. If, instead of the solar beam, we employ, in 
our experiments, an intense heat produced by artificial 
means, the passage of it is obstructed, and the most 
delicate thermometers remain undisturbed in the focus of 
the lens. Glass exposed in front of a fire becomes 
warm, and by conduction the heat passes through it, 
and a secondary radiation takes place from the opposite 
" side.* It has been found that glass is transcalescent, or 
diathermic, to some rays of terrestrial heat, and adia- 

4. The rays emitted by a hot body differ from each other in 
their faculty to pass through glass. 

5. A thick glass, though as much or more permeable to light 
than a thin glass of worse quality, allows a much smaller quan- 
tity of radiant heat to pass. The difference is so much the less as 
the temperature of the radiating source is more elevated. 

6. The quantity of heat which a hot body yields in a given 
time, by radiation to a cold body situate at a distance, increases,. 
cctteris paribus, in a greater ratio than the excess of temperature of 
the first body above the second.— Journal de Physique, vol. Ixxv. 

* Sir David Brewster differs from the conclusions arrived 
at by Delaroche. He thus explains his views : — " The inability 
of radiant heat to pass through g:lass, may be considered as a 
consequence of its refusing to yield to the refractive force; 
for we can scarcely conceive a particle of radiant matter freely 
permeating a solid body, without suffering some change in it& 
velocity and direction. The ingenious experiments of M. Prevost, 
of Geneva, and the more recent ones of M. Delaroche, have been 
considered as establishing the permeability of glass to radiant 
heat. M. Prevost employed moveable screens of glass, and re- 
newed them continually, in order that the result which he ob- 
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thymic, or opaque for heat, to others* — that the capability 
of permeating glass increases with the temperature of 
the ignited body — and that rays which have passed one 
screen traverse a second more readily. It would, 
however, appear that something more than a mere 
elevation of temperature is necessary to give terrestrial 
heat-radiations the power of passing through glass 
screens, or, in other words, to acquire the properties of 
solar heat. 

To give an example. The heat of the oxy-hydrogen 
flame is most intense, yet glass obstructs it, although it 
may be assisted by a parabolic reflector. If this flame 

tained might not be ascribed to the heating of the screen ; but 
such is the rapidity with which heat is propagated through a 
thin plate of glass, that it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
to observe the state of the thermometer before it has been 
affected by the secondary radiation from the screen. The method 
employed by M. Delaroche, of observing, the difference of effect, 
when a blackened glass screen and a transparent one were made 
successively to intercept the radiant heat, is liable to an obvious 
error. The radiant heat would find a quicker passage through 
the transparent screen; and, therefore, the difference of effect 
was not due to the transmitted heat, but to the heat radiated 
from the anterior surface. The truth contained in M. Delaroche s 
fifth proposition is almost a demonstration of the fallacy of all 
those that precede it. He found that 'a thick plate of glass, 
though as much or more permeable to light than a thin glass of 
worse quality, allowed a much smaller quantity of radiant heat 
to pass/ If he had employed very thick plates of the purest 
flint glass, or thick masses of fluid that have the power of trans- 
mitting light copiously, he would have found that not a single 
particle of heat was capable of passing directly through trans- 
parent media." — Sir D. Brewster, On new properties of heat as ex- 
Minted in its propagation along plates of glass. Philosophical 
Transactions, vol. cvi. p. 107. 

* Proposal of a New Nomenclature for the Science of Calorific 
Radiations, by M. Melloni. Bibliotbeque Universelle de Geneve, 
No. 70. . Scientific Memoirs, vol. iii. part 12. Many of the terms, 
as Diathermasy, or transparency for heat ; Adiathermasy, opacity 
for heat ; Thermochroic, coloured for heat, and others, are valuable 
suggestions of forms of expression which are required in dealing 
with these physical phenomena. 
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is made to play upon a ball of Kme, by which a most 
intense light is produced, the heat, which has not been 
actually increased, acquires the power of being refracted 
by a glass lens, and combustible bodies may be ignited 
in its focus. 

It certainly appears from these results, that the 
imdulatory hypothesis holds true, so far as the motion of 
the calorific power is concerned. At a certain rate the 
vibrations are thrown back or stopped by the opposing 
body, while in a state of higher excitation, moving with 
increased rapidity, they permeate the screen.* This 
does not, indeed, interfere with the refined theory of 
Prevost,t which supposes a mutual and equal interchange 
of caloric between all bodies. 

The most general effect of heat is the expansion of 
matter ; solids, liquids, and airs, all expand under its 
influence. If a bar of metal is exposed to calorifie 
action, it increases in size, owing to its particles being 

* For a careful examination of the several theories of heat 
consult Dr. Young's Course of Lectures on Natural Philosophy, 
Ac., Lecture 52, Oft the Measures and the Nature of Heat; alao 
Powell's very excellent Reports m Radiant Heat— Report* of the 
British Association, 1832, 1840. The transcendental view which 
the immaterial theory leads to, cannot be better exemplified than 
by the following quotation from that inexplicable dream of a 
talented man, Elements of PhysiophUosophy, by Lorenz Oken, M.D. 
(translated for the Ray Society, by Alfred Tull) :— 

"Heat is not matter itself any more than Kght is; but it is 
only the act of motion in the primary matter. In heat, as well 
as in light, there certainly resides a material substratum ; yet, 
this substratum does not give out heat and light; but the motim 
only of tbe substratum gives out heat, and the tension only of 
the substratum light. There is no body of heat; nitrogen is 
the body of heat, just as oxygen may be called the body of fire* 
Heat is real space; into it ail forms have been resolved, as aft 
materiality has been resolved into gravity, and all activity, all 
polarity, into light. Heat is the universal form, consequently the 
want of form." 

t Memoires de la Societe Physique, &c, dt Geneve, torn, ii 
art. 2. 
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separated further from each other : by continuing this 
influence, after a certain time the cohesion of the mass is 
so reduced that it melts, or becomes liquid, and, under 
the force of a still higher temperature, this molten metal 
may be dissipated in vapour. It would appear as if, 
under die agency of the heat applied to a body, its atoms 
expanded, until at last, owing to the tenuity of the outer 
layer or envelope of each atom, they were enabled to 
move freely over each other, or to interpenetrate without 
difficulty. That heat does really occasion a considerable 
disturbance in the corpuscular arrangement of bodies, 
may be proved by a very interesting experiment. A 
bar of heated metal is placed to cool, with one end sup- 
ported upon a wedge or a ring of a different metal the 
other resting on the ground. In cooling, a distinct 
musical sound is given out, owing to the vibratory action 
set up among the particles of matter moving as the tem- 
perature declines.* 

* This curious phenomenon was first observed by Mr. Trevelyan, 
whose Notice regarding some Experiments on the Vibration ofHtated 
Metels will be found in the Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, vol. xii., 1837. In a Memoir in the same volume, 
entitled Experimental Researches regarding certain vibrations whit h 
take place between metallic masses having different temperatures, 
Professor Forbes draws the following conclusions : — 

1. " The vibrations never take place between substances of the 
suae nature. 

2. " Both substances must be metallic. (This is now proved 
not to be necessary.) 

& u The vibrations take place with an intensity proportional 
(within certain limits) to the difference of the conducting powers 
of the metals for heat or electricity ; the metal having the least 
conducting power being necessarily the coldest. 

4. " The time of contact of two points of the metals must be 
longer than that of the intermediate portions. 

&• " The impulse is received by a distinct and separate pro- 
*& it each contact of the bar and block, and in no case is the 
"fctalbe connection of the bearing points in the bar, or those of 
tfebleek, in any way essential. 

6. " The intensity of the vibration is (under certain -ex 
H 
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Heat is diffused through all bodies in nature, and, as 
we shall presently see, may be developed in many different 
ways. • We may, therefore, infer, that in converting a 
sphere of ice into water, and that again into steam, we 
have done nothing more than interpenetrate the mass 
with a larger quantity of heat, by which its atoms are 
more widely separated, and that thus its molecules 
become free to move about each other. Hence, from a 
solid state, the water becomes fluid ; and then, if the ex- 
pansive force is continued, an invisible vapour. If these 
limits are passed by the powers of any greatly increased 
thermic action, the natural consequence, it must be 
seen, will be the separation of the atoms from each 
other, to such an extent that the molecule is destroyed, 
and chemical decomposition takes place. 

By the agency of the electricity of the voltaic battery, 
we are enabled to produce the most intense heat with 
which we are acquainted, and by a peculiarly ingenious 
arrangement Mr. Grove has succeeded in resolving 
water by the mere action oi heat into its constituent 
elements — oxygen and hydrogen gases. That this decom- 
position is not due to the voltaic current, but to the heat 
produced by it, was subsequently proved by employing 
platina heated .by the oxy-hydrogen flame.* 

This interesting question has been examined with 
great care by Dr. Robinson of Armagh, who has shown 
that, as the temperature of water is increased, the affi- 
nity of its elements is lessened, until at a certain point it 
is eventually destroyed. This new and startling fact 
appears scarcely consistent with our knowledge that a 



ceptiotis) proportional to the difference of temperature of the 
metals." — Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
vol. xii. 

* The Bakerian Lecture. On certain Phenomena of Voltaic 
Ignition, and the Decomposition of Water into its Constituent Gases 
by Heat: by W. R. &rove, Esq.— Philosophical Transactions, 
1847. Parti. 
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body heated so as to be luminous has the power of 
causing the combination of the elements of water with 
explosive violence.* But as this acute experimental 
philosopher somewhat boldly but still most reasonably 
inquires : " Is it not probable that, if not light, some 
other actinic power (like that which accompanies light in 
the spectrum, and is revealed to us by its chemical 
effects in the processes of photography) is evolved by the 
heat, and, though invisible, determines, in conjunction 
with the affinity, that atomic change which transforms 
the three volumes of oxygen and hydrogen into two of 
steam ?t 

This speculation explains, in a very satisfactory manner, 
some results which were obtained by Count Rumford, in 
1798. In a series of experiments instituted for the 
purpose of examining "those chemical properties of 
light which have been attributed to it/' he has shown 
that many cases of chemical decomposition occur in 
perfect darkness, under the influence of heat, which are 
precisely similar to- those produced by exposure to the 
sun's rays.J 

It must, however, be remembered, that both solar 
fight and heat are sometimes found in direct antagonism 
to actinic power, and that the most decided chemical 
changes are produced by those rays in which neither 
heat nor light can be detected. The most remarkable 
phenomena of this class will be explained under the 
head of actinism. 

* Davy's Researches on Flame. Works, vol. vi.— Philosophical 
Transactions for ] 81 7. 

f On the Effect of Heat in lessening the affinities of the Elements 
of Water : by the Rev. Thomas Romney Robinson, D.D.— Trans- 
actions of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. xxi. part 2. 

I An Inquiry concerning the Chemical Properties- that have been 
attributed to Light: by llenjamin, Count of Rumford.— Philoso- 
phical Transactions, vol. Ixxxviii. p. 449. — The results obtained 
by Count Rumford were probably due to the non-luminous heat- 
rays — parathermic rays — which are known to be given off hf 
boiling water. 
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One of the most curious relations which as yet 
have been discovered between light and heat is, that, the 
temperature at which all bodies become incandescent, 
excepting such as are phosphorescent, is uniform. The 
point on the thermometer (Fahrenheit's scale) when 
the eye by perfect repose is enabled to detect the first 
luminous influence, may probably be regarded as, or 
very near, 1000°. Daniel has fixed this point at 980°, 
Wedgwood at 947°, and Draper at 977°.* Dr. Robinson 
and Dr. Draper, by independent observations, have 
both arrived at the conclusion, that the first gleam of 
light which appears from heated platina is not red, but of 
a lavender gray, the same in character of colour as that 
detected by Sir John Herschel among the most refran- 
gible rays of the solar spectrum, f feg^ v3 

It must be admitted, that the question of the identity, 
or otherwise, of light and radiant heat, is beset with 
difficulties. Many of their phenomena are very similar 
— many of their modes of action are alike : they are 
often found as allied agencies ; but they as frequently 
exhibit extreme diversity of action, and they may be 
separated from each other. 

We have now examined the physical conditions and 



* For Dr. Draper's paper, see Philosophical Magazine for Majv 
1847, vol. xxx. 3rd series. 

f On the Action of the Rays of the Solar Spectrum on Vegetable 
Colours : by Sir J. F. W. Herschel, Bait. 

The proof of the continuation of the visible prismatic spectrum 
beyond the extreme violet may be witnessed in the following 
manner: — " Paper stained with tincture of turmeric is of a yellow 
colour; and, in consequence, the spectrum thrown in it, if ex- 
posed in open daylight, is considerably affected in its apparent 
colours, the blue portion appearing violet, and the violet very 
pale and faint; but beyond the region occupied by the violet 
rays, is distinctly to be seen a faint prolongation of the spectrum, 
terminated laterally, like the rest of it, by straight and sharp out- 
lines, and which, in this case, affects the eye with the sensation of 
a pale yellow colour." — Philosophical Transactions, p.. 133. 
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properties of this most important element, and we must 
proceed to learn something of the means by which it 
may be developed, independently of its solar source. 

This extraordinary principle exists in a latent state in 
all bodies, and may be pressed out of them. The black- 
smith hammers a nail until it becomes red hot, and from 
it he lights the match with which he kindles the fire of 
his forge. The iron has by this process become more 
dense, and percussion will not again produce incan- 
descence until the bar has been exposed in fire to a red 
heat. The only inference we can draw from this result 
is, that by hammering the particles have been driven 
closer together, and the heat driven out; now further 
hammering will not force the atoms nearer, and con- 
sequently no additional quantity of heat can be deve- 
loped; the iron is made hot in a fire, it absorbs heat, the 
particles are restored to their former state, and we can 
now again by hammering develope both heat and light. 
The Indian produces a spark by the attrition of two 
pieces of wood. By friction, two pieces of ice may be 
made to melt each other ; and could we, by mechanical 
pressure, force water into a solid state, an immense 
quantity of heat would be set free. By the condensation 
of hydrogen and oxygen gases, pulverulent platinum 
will become glowing red-hot, and, with certain pre- 
cautions, even the compact metal, platinum, itself; 
the heat being derived from the gases,, the union of 
which it has effected. A body passing from the solid to 
the fluid state absorbs heat from all surrounding sub- 
stances, and hence a degree of cold is produced. The 
heat which is thus removed is not destroyed — it is held 
combined with the fluid; it exists in a latent state. 
Fluids, in passing into a gaseous form, also rob all sur- 
rounding bodies of an amount of heat necessary to 
maintain the aeriform condition. From the air or from 
the fluid, this heat may, as we have shown above, be 
again extracted* Locked in a pint measure of air, there 
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exists sufficient heat to raise several square inches of 
metal to glowing redness. By the compression of 
atmospheric air this may be shown, and with a small 
condensing syringe a sufficient quantity of heat may be 
set free to fire the Boletus igniarius, which, impregnated 
with nitre, is known as amadou. We are # acquainted 
with various sources from which heat may be developed 
for artificial purposes : the flint-and-steel is an example 
of the production of heat by mechanical force, and the 
modern lucifer-match, of the combined action of friction 
and chemical affinity. These of themselves would admit 
of a lengthened discourse ; but it is necessary that we 
carefully examine some of the less familiar phenomena of 
heat under the influences of changes of chemical condition. 
If spirits of wine and water are mixed together, a 
considerable degree of heat is given out, and by mixing 
sulphuric acid and water, an infinitely larger quantity. 
If sulphuric acid (oil of vitriol) and spirit of wine, or 
nitric acid (aquafortis) and spirits of turpentine, at com- 
mon temperatures, be suddenly mixed, so much heat is 
set free as to ignite the spirit. In each of these in- 
stances there is a condensation of the fluid. In nearly 
all cases of solution, cold is produced by the absorption 
of the heat necessary to sustain the salt in a liquid 
form ; but when potash dissolves in water, heat is given 
out, which is a fact we cannot yet explain. If potassium 
is placed on water, it seizes the oxygen of the water 
and sets fire to the hydrogen gas liberated by the heat, 
produced in the change of form. Antimony and many 
other metals thrown into chlorine gas ignite and bum 
with brilliancy: the same phenomenon takes place in 
the vapours of iodine or bromine. Many chemical com- 
binations, as the chloride of potassium and sulphur ex- 
plode with a blow ; whilst the slightest friction occasions 
the detonation of the fulminating salts of silver, mercury,, 
and gold. Compounds of nitrogen and chlorine, or 
iodine, are still more delicately combined — the former 
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exploding with fearful violence on the contact of any- 
oleaginous body, and the latter by the smallest elevation 
of temperature : both of them destroying the vessels in 
which they may be contained. 

Gun cotton presents some peculiar phenomena 
which may merit brief attention. This peculiar com- 
pound is prepared by the action of nitric acid on 
cotton fibre. The general appearance of the cotton 
is not altered, but a remarkable physical change 
has taken place. It is now soluble in ether, and 
forms a gelatinous compound: — it explodes violently 
at a temperature which is insufficient for the combustion 
of gunpowder. Indeed, from, as it would appear, slight 
electrical disturbances taking place in the gun cotton 
itself, it not unfrequently explodes spontaneously. These 
fearful disturbances of the forces which hold bodies in 
combination are explained with difficulty. May it not 
he, that an enormous quantity of the calorific and 
chemical principles is held in a state of extreme tension 
around the particles of the compound, and that the 
equihbrium being destroyed, the whole is developed in 
destructive rapidity ? 

The fact of great heat being evolved during the con- 
version of a body from a solid to a gaseous state, as in 
the explosion of gunpowder or gun cotton, which is a 
striking exception to the law of latent heat, as it prevails 
*a most cases, admits of no more satisfactory explanation. 

As mechanical force produces calorific excitation, so 
we find that every movement of sap in vegetables, and 
of the blood and fluids in the animal economy, causes a 
sensible increase of heat. The chemical processes con- 
stantly going on in plants and animals are another 
source of heat, in addition to which nervous energy and 
muscular movement must be regarded as producing the 
caloric which is essential to the health and life of the latter. 
Digestion has been considered as a process of combus- 
tion; and the action between the elements of food, and 
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the oxygen conveyed by the circulation of the blood to 
every part of the body, regarded as the source of animal 
heat; and, without doubt, it is one great source, 
although it can scarcely be regarded as the only one.* 

* The most complete exposition of the theory that animal heat 
is derived from chemical action only, will he found in Atdmul 
Chemistry, or Chemistry in its applications U Physieloyy end 
Pufitefoyy, by Justus Liebig : translated by Dr. Gregory. The 
conclusions arrived at by the author, notwithstanding his high — 
and deservedly high — position in chemical science, must, however, 
be received with great caution, many of them being founded on. 
most incorrect premises, And his generalizations being of the most 
hasty and imperfect character. At page 22 the following passage 
occurs : — " If we were to go naked, like certain savage tribes, or if 
in hunting or fishing we were exposed to the same degree of cold 
as the Samoiedes, we should be able, with ease, to consume ten 
pounds of flesh, and, perhaps, a dozen of tallow candles into the 
bargain, daily, as warmly- clad travellers have related with astonish- 
ment of these people. We should then also be able to take the 
same quantity of brandy or train-oil without bad effects, because 
the carbon and hydrogen of these substances would only suffice to 
keep up the equilibrium between the external temperature and 
that of our bodies." 

A brief examination will exhibit the error of this. The analysis 
of Beef, by D. Lyon Playfair, is as follows : — 

Carbon .... 5183 



Hydrogen 

Nitrogen 

Oxygen 

Ashes 



7-57 
1501 
21-37 

423 



And the following has- been given by Chevreul as the composition 
of mutton tallow : — 

Carbon .... 96 

.Hydrogen .... 16 

Nitrogen . . 16 

Oxygen .... 48 

About three times the quantity of oxygen to the carbon eaten, is 
required to convert it into carbonic acid ; hence, the Samoiede, 
eating more highly carbonized matter, must inspire 288 ox. of 
oxygen daily, or nearly eight times as much as the u ordinary 
adult." By the lungs he must take into the body 2,304 cubic 
feet of air besides what will be absorbed by the skin. His 
respirations must be so much quickened, that at the lowest pos- 
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The vis vite, or vital power, influences the delicate 
and beautifal system of nerves ; and as life (an essence 
of the rarest and most subtile order, a diffusive influence) 
runs through them, from the brain to the extremities of 
the members of the body, it sets those tender threads in 
lipid vibration, and heat is developed. By this action, 
the circulation of the blood is effected; die muscle is 
maintained in an elastic condition, ready to perform the 
tasks of the will; and through these agencies is the 
warm and fluid blood fitted to receive its chemical 
restoratives in the lungs, and the stomach to support 
changes for which it is designed — chemical also— by 
which more heat is liberated. Was digestion — Erema- 
cmiij as the slow combustion produced by combination 
with oxygen is called — the only source of animal heat, 
why should the injury of one filmy nerve place a member 
of the body for ever in the condition of stony coldness ? 
Or why, chemical action being most actively continued 
after a violent death, by the action of the gastric juices 
upon Hie animal tissues, should not animal heat be 
inahitained for a much longer period than it is found to 
he after respiration has ceased?* 

In studying the influences of caloric upon the con- 
ditions of matter, we must regard the effects of extreme 
taat, and also of the greatest degrees of cold which have 
been obtained. 

There are a set of experiments by the Baron Cagniard 
<k la Tour, which appear to have a very important 

able calculation he must have 500 pulsations a minute. Under 
such conditions it is quite clear man could not exist. There is 
no disputing the feet or tbe enormous appetites of these people ; 
b «t all the food is not removed from the system as carbonic 
acid gas. 

* An interesting paper by Br. Davy, On the Temperature of Man f 
*ul be found in tbe Philosophical Transactions, vol. exxxvi. p. 
*W.— Sir Humphry Davy, in his Consolations m Travel, or the Last 
%* of a Philosopher, in his fourth dialogue, The Prate**, has 
several ingenious speculations on this subject 
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bearing on some conditions that may be supposed to 
prevail in nature, particularly if we adopt lie view 
of a constantly increasing temperature towards the 
centre of our earth. If water, alcohol, or ether, is 
put into a strong glass tube of small bore, the ends 
hermetically sealed, and the whole exposed to a strong 
heat, the fluid disappears, being converted into a trans* 
parent gas ; but, upon cooling, it is again condensed, 
without loss, into its original fluid state.* In this ex- 
periment, fluid bodies have been, con verted into elastic 
transparent gases with but small change of volume, 
under the pressure of their own atmospheres. We can 
readily conceive a similar result occurring upon a for 
more extensive scale. In volcanic districts, at great 
depths, arid consequently under the pressure of the 
superincumbent mass, the siliceous rocks, or even metals, 
may, from the action of intense heat, be brought into a. 
fluid, or even a gaseous condition, without any change of 

* Expose" de quelques resultats obtenus par V action combine* e de la 
chaleur et de la compression sur certains Ixquidcs, tels que Veau, 
Talcool, Vtiher sulfurique, et I' essence de pttrole rectifiSe : par M. le 
Baron Cagniard de la Tour. 

The three following conclusions are arrived at : — 

1. Que Talcool a 36 degres, l'essence de petrole rectiliee a 42 
degres, et Tether sulfurique soumis a Paction de la chaleur et 
de la compression, sont susceptihles de se reduire completement 
en vapeur sous un volume un peu plus que double de celui de 
chaque liquide. 

2. Qu'une augmentation de pression, occasionnee par la' pre- 
sence de Tair dans plusieurs des experiences qui viennent d'etre 
citees, n'a point apporte d'obstacle a Tevaporation du liquide 
dans le meme espace ; qu'elle a seulement rendu sa dilatation plus 
calme et plus facile a suivre jusqu'au moment ou le liquide 
semble s'evanouir tout-a-coup. 

3. Que Teau, quoique susceptible sans doute d'etre reduite 
en vapeur trescomprimee, n'a pu etre soumise a des experiences 
completes, faute de moyens sumsans pour assurer Texacte ferme- 
ture de la marmite de compression, non plus que dans les tubes- 
de verre dont elle altere la transparence en s'emparant de Talcali 
qui entre dans leur composition. — Annales de Chimie, vol. xxL 
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Tolume, since the elastic force of heat is opposed by the 
rigid resistance of the pressure of the surrounding 
rocks. Some beautiful experiments by Mr. Hopkins, of 
Cambridge, have proved that the temperature neces- 
sary tq melt a body must be considerably elevated as 
the mechanical pressure to which it is subjected is 



Directly connected with the results of Cagniard de la 
Tour are a yet more remarkable set of phenomena, 
which have been investigated by M. Boutigny,* and" 
generally known as the " spheroidal condition " of bodies. 
If water is projected upon very hot metal it instantly 
assumes a spheroidal form— an internal motion of its 
particles may be observed — it revolves with rapidity, 

* Sur les pMnomenes qui prhentent les corps projeUs sur des 
nrfaces chaudes: par M. Boutigny (d'Evreux). — Annates de 
Chimie et de Physique, vol. xi. p. 16. Congelation du mercure en 
tow secondes, en vertu de Vttat spkirodial dans un creuset incande- 
**nt: by M. Faraday.-— Ibid., vol. xix. p. 383. 

Spheroidal Condition of Bodies (Extrait d'une Note de M. 
Bootigny d'Evreux). 

"Au nombre des proprietes des corps a l'etat spheroidal, il en 
est cinq qui me paraissent caracteristiques et fondamentales, et 
cest sur ces cinq proprietes que je base la definition que je 
wotaets aujourd'hui au jugement de 1' Academic. Ces cinq pro- 
priety sont : — 

"1. La forme arrondie que prend la matiere sur une surface 
cbauffee a une certaine temperature. 

4 " 2. Le fait de la distance permanente, qui existe entre le corps 
a l'etat spheroidal et le corps spheroidalisant. 

" 3. La propriete de reflechir le ca^orique rayonnant. 

M 4. La suspension de Taction chimique. 

11 5. La fixite de la temperature des corps a l'etat spheroidal. 

M Cela pose, voici la definition que je oropose: un corps projete* 
sur une surface chaude est a l'etat spheroidal quand il revet la 
forme arrondie et qu'il se maiutient sur cette surface au dela du 
rayon de sa sphere d'activite physique et chimique ; alors il 
fetlechit le calorique rayonnant, et ses molecules sont, quant a la 
duileur, dans un etat d'equiHbre stable ; c'est-a-dire, a une tem- 
perature invariable, ou qui ne varie que dans des limites etroites.'* 
^Comptes Rendus, 6 Mars, 1848. 
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and evaporates very slowly. If a silver or platinum 
capsule, when brought to a bright red heat, is filled with 
cold water, the whole mass assumes the spheroidal 
state, the temperature of the fluid remaining consider, 
ably below the boiling point, so long as the red heat is 
maintained. If we allow the vessel to cool below red- 
ness in the dark, the water then bursts into active 
ebullition, and is dissipated into vapour with almost ex- 
plosive violence. An equal quantity of water being 
projected into two similar vessels, over the fire, one cold 
and the other red hot, it will be found that the water in 
the cold vessel will boil and evaporate long before that 
in the one which is red hot. 

Another form of this experiment is exceedingly in- 
structive. If a mass of white hot metal is suddenly 
plunged into a vessel of cold water, the incandescence is 
not quenched, the metal shines with a bright white 
light, and the water is seen to circulate around, but at 
some distance from the glowing mass, being actually 
repelled by calorific agency. At length, when Ae 
metal cools, the water comes in contact with it, and 
boils with energy. 

A result similar to this was observed by Perkins, but 
its correctness most unjustly doubted. Having made an 
iron Shell containing water, and carefully plugged up, 
white hot, it was found that the steam never exerted 
sufficient force to burst the vessel, as it was expected it 
would do. He caused a hole to be drilled into the 
bottom of the white-hot shell, and he was surprised to 
find that no water flowed through the orifice, until the 
iron was considerably cooled, when it issued forth with 
violence in the form of steam. Here we have the 
Cagniard de la Tour state first induced, and the calorific 
repulsion of the spheroidal state supervenes. If water is 
poured upon an iron sieve, the wires of which are made 
red hot, it will not percolate ; but on cooling, it runs 
.through rapidly. M. Boutigny, pursuing this curious 
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inquiry, has recently proved that the moisture upon the 
skin is sufficient to protect it from disorganization, if 
the arm is plunged into baths of melted metal. The 
resistance of the surfaces is so great, that little elevation 
of temperature is experienced.* Professor Plucker, of 
Bonn, has stated that by washing the arm with ether 
previously to plunging it into melted metal, the sensation 
produced, while in the molten mass, is that of freezing 



Wfe have now seen that heat at different degrees of 
intensity appears to produce chemical composition — 
that it decomposes combined elements — that it alters 
the conditions of bodies, and actually maintains so 
powerfully a repellent force, that fluids cannot touch 
the heated body. More than this, it exerts a most 
powerful antagonistic influence over all chemical rela- 
tions. If, to give one example, the volatile dement 
iodine is put into a glowing hot capsule, it resolves itself 
immediately into a spheroid. .Potash rapidly combines 
with iodine ; but if a piece of tins alkali is thrown upon 
it in the capsule, it also takes the spheroidal form, and 
both bodies revolve independently of each other, their 
ehemical affinities being entirely suspended; — but allow 
the capsule to cool, and they combine immediately. 
Science teaches us that a temperature so exalted as not 
to burn organic bodies may be produced, and points to 
us this remarkable feet, that the destructive limits of 
heat are measured between certain degrees — beyond 
which a fire, by reason of its intensity, ceases to 
develope heat. What is the radiant force into which this 
principle changes? 

The experiments of Cagniard de la Tour and of 
Boutigny (d'Evreux), connect themselves, in a striking 

* Some Facts relative to the Spheroidal State of Bodies, Fire 
Ordeal, Incombustible Man, 4*c: by P. H. Boutigny ^d'Evreux), 
Philosophical Magazine, No. 233 (third series), p. 80 ; Compter 
Rendre, May 14, 1849. 
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manner, with those of Mr. Grove and Dr. Robinson; 
and they teach us that but a very slight alteration in the 
proportions of the calorific principle given to this planet 
would completely change the character of every material 
substance of which it is composed, unless there was an 
alteration in the physical condition of the elements 
themselves. 

Supposing the ordeal of fiery purification to take 
place upon this earth, these experiments appear to indi- 
cate the mighty changes whicji would thence result. 
There would be no annihilation, but everything would 
be transformed from the centre of the globe to the verge 
of its atmosphere-— old things would pass away, all 
things become new, and the beautiful mythos of the 
phoenix be realized in the fresh creation. 

The deductions to be drawn from the results obtained 
by abstracting heat from bodies are equally instructive. 
By taking advantage of the cooling produced by the 
rapid solution of salts of several kinds in water, an 
intense degree of coldness may be produced.* Indeed, 
the absorption of heat by liquefaction may be shown by 
the use of metallic bodies alone. If lead, tin, and 
bismuth, are melted together, and reduced to a coarse 
powder by being poured into water, and the alloy then 
dissolved in a large quantity of quicksilver, the thermo- 
meter will sink nearly 50 degrees. An intense amount 
of cold will result from the mixture of muriate of lime 
and snow, by which a temperature of 50° below the zero 
of Fahrenheit, or 82° below the freezing point of water, 
is produced. By such a freezing mixture as this. 



* The theory of freezing mixtures is deduced from the doctrine 
of latent caloric. These are mixtures of saline substances which, 
at the common temperature, by their mutual chemical action, pass 
rapidly into the fluid form, or are capable of being rapidly 
dissolved iu water, and, by this quick transition to fluidity, absorb 
caloric, and produce degrees of cold more or less intense. — Rer* 
Francis Lunn, On Heat : Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. 
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mercury will he rendered solid. A degree of cold, how- 
ever, far exceeding it, has lately been obtained by the 
use of solid carbonic acid and ether.* Solid carbonic 
acid, is itself procured from the gas liquefied by pressure ; 
which liquid, when allowed to escape into the air, 
evaporates so rapidly that a large quantity of it is con- 
gealed by being robbed of its combined heat by the 
vaporizing portion. When this solid acid is united with 
ether, a bath is formed in which the carbonic acid will 
remain solid for twenty or thirty minutes. By a mix- 
ture of this kind, placed under the receiver of an air- 
pump, a good exhaustion being sustained, a degree of 
cold 166° below zero is secured. By this intense cold, 
many of the bodies which have hitherto been known to 
us only in the gaseous state have been condensed into 
liquids and solids, defiant gas, a compound of hydro- 
gen and carbon, was brought into a liquid form. Hy- 
driodic and hydrobromic acids could be condensed into 
either a liquid or a solid form. Fhosphuretted hydro- 
gen, a gas which inflames spontaneously when brought 
into contact with the air or with oxygen, became a 
transparent liquid at this great reduction of temperature. 
Sulphurous acid may be condensed, by pressure and a 
reduction of temperature, into a liquid which boils at 14° 
Fahrenheit, but by the carbonic acid bath it is converted 
into a solid body, transparent and without colour. Sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas solidifies at 122° below zero, and 
forms a white substance resembling a mass of crystals 
of sea-salt. 

A combination of the two gases, chlorine and oxygen, 
becomes solid at — 75°, and the protoxide of nitrogen at 
— 150P. Cyanogen, a compound of carbon and nitro- 
gen — the base of prussic acid — is solidified at 30° below 

* Proprietes de TAcide Carbonique litfuide, par M. Thilorier; 
Annates de Ghimie, vol. lx. p. 427. Solidification de TAcide Car- 
bonique: Ibid. p. 432. 
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the zero of our thermometric scale. The well-knowi 
pungent compound, ammonia,- so exceedingly volatile aj 
common temperatures, is converted into a crystalline 
translucent, white substance at the temperature o 
— 103°. The difficulties which necessarily attend th 
exposure of a body to extreme cold and great pressun 
at the same time, appear to be the only obstacle to tb 
condensation of oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen gases 
A sufficient amount of condensation was, howeva 
effected by Dr. Faraday, to lead him to the conclusioi 
arrived at also by other evidences, that hydrogen, tb 
lightest of the ponderable bodies, partakes of the naturi 
of a metal.* 

During the solidification of water by freezing, som 
remarkable facts may be noticed. 

Water, in cooling; gradually condenses in voluifl 
until it arrives at 40° Fahr., which appears to be tb 
point of greatest density. From this temperature t 
that of 32°, the point at which it begins to solidify, it 
volume remains unchanged,* as crystallisation (freezing 
begins, the bulk increases, the mass becomes specificall; 
lighter, and it swims on the surface of the fluid. Froi 
40° to 32° the particles of water must be taking u 
that new position which is essential to the formation c 
the solid — ice; and while this is taking place, ever 
substance held in solution by the water is rejected. 

If we mix with water the deepest colouring matte 
— the strongest acid or the most acrid poison — they an 
each and all rejected during the process of freezing, an< 
if the water has been kept in a state of agitation durinj 
the process — so that the liberated particles may not b 
mechanically entangled — the ice will be transparenl 
odourless, tasteless, and inert — the substances reject© 
being gathered together in the centre of the frozen mas 

* On the Liquefaction and SotuR/icatim of Bodies penerall 
existing as Gases, by Michael Faraday, D.CX.,F.R.S., &c.; Philc 
sopbical Transactions* vol. cxxxvi, p. 155. 
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pi a state of intense concentration. In like manner, 
pren the atmospheric air, which is always held in solu- 
tion, is rejected, and hence the reason why all the ice 

lich forms upon still ponds is full of air-bubbles, while 

e ice which is produced in agitated water is perfectly 
from them. This in itself is a remarkable condition, 

e entire bearing of which is not clearly understood ; 

t a still more singular fact has been discovered in 

imate connection with the rejection of all matter from 
^freezing solution. Water, which in this way is freed 

ttirely of air, will not boil at 212° F., the ordinary 

riling point of water. 

If a mass of ice formed in the manner described is 
in a vessel, and being just covered with a film of 

, to prevent the absorption of air, is melted over a 
p or fire, and the heat continued, it will, so far from 
converted into steam at 212°, continue to increase 

temperature up to 270° or more, a»d then burst into 
r >ullition with such explosive violence as to rend the 
pessel in which it is confined. 

. Prom this experiment we learn that did water exist 
( any other condition than that in which we find it — - 
ren with the apparently simple difference of containing 
p air — it would not be safe to employ it in any culinary 
r manufacturing operation, since its use would be fol- 
ded by explosions as dangerous as those of gunpowder, 
f Such researches as these prove to us the admirable 
laptation of all things to their especial ends — the beau- 
nil adjustment of the balance of forces throughout 
reation. - 

i The refinements of Grecian philosophy saw, without 
ke aids of inductive science, that the outward vesture of 
pture covered a host of mysterious agencies to which 
p characteristics were directly due. , In their dream of 
ke four elements, fire, the external and visible form of 
bat, was regarded as the cause of vitality, and the 
fcposer of every organised and unorganised condition 

I 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



114 KNOWLEDGE «* HBAT. 

of matter. Their idealisations have assumed another 
form, but the researches of modern science hare only 
established their universality and truth. 

The great agents at work in nature — the mighty 
sprits bound to never-ending tasks, which they pursue 
with unremitting toil, are of so refined a character, that 
they will probably remain for ever unknown to us. He 
arch-evocator, with the wand of induction, calls ; but 
Ifce only answer to his evocation is the manifestation of 
power in startling effects. Science pursues her inquiries 
with zeal and care : she tries and tortures nature to 
compel her to reveal her secrets. Bounds are, how- 
ever, set to the powers of mortal search : we may not yet 
have readied the limits within which we are free to 
exercise our mental strength ; but, those limits reached, 
we shall find an infinite region beyond us, into which 
even conjecture wanders eyeless and aimless, as the Wind 
Cyclops groping in his melancholy cave.* 

All we know of heat is, that striking effects are pro- 
duced which we measure by sensation, and by instru- 
ments upon which we have observed that given results 
will be produced under certain conditions : of anything 
approaching to the cause of these we are totally igno- 
rant. The wonder-working mover of some of the 
grandest phenomena in nature — giving health to the 
organic world, and form to die inorganic mass — pro- 
ducing genial gales and dire tornadoes— -earthquake 
stragglings and volcanic eruptions — ministering to our 
comforts in the homely fire, and to advancement in 
civilisation in the mighty furnace, and the ingenious 
engine which drains our mines, or traverses our country 
with bird-like speed, — will, in all probability, remain for 
ever unknown to mam. The immortal Newtoa, many 
of whose guesses have a prophetic value, thus expresses 
himself: — " Heat eonwsts in a minute vibratory Motion 
in the particles of bodies, and this motion is eoomnari* 

• Burns, in one of his most natural and pathetic letters. 
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eated through an apparent vacuum by the undulations 
of a very subtile elastic medium, which is also concerned 
in the phenomena of light," 

Our experimental labours and our mathematical 
investigations have considerably advanced our know- 
ledge since the time of Newton ; yet still each theory of 
heat strangely resembles the mystic lamp which the 
Kosicrueian regarded as a type of eternal life — a dim 
and flickering symbol, in the tongue-like flame of which 
imagination, like a child, can conjure many shapes. 

Modern theory regards heat as a manifestation of 
motion, and experiment proves that a body falling 
through a certain space generates a definite quantity of 
heat, while observation shows that the waters at the 
hase of the falls of Niagara possess a temperature 1° 
higher than when they first glide over the edge of the 
precipice. 

This increase of temperature is due to the mechanical 
force due to the fell, and is no more an evidence of the 
conversion of motion into heat, than js the old experi- 
ment of rubbing a button until it becomes hot. At all 
events, the fact that a given amount erf mechanical force 
always produces an equivalent of heat is as applicable to 
the idea of a " subtile elastic medium" which is diffused 
through all matter, as to the, at present, favourite hypo- 



So far has this view been strained, that the tempera- 
ture of the planets has been referred to their motions, 
and speculation has aided the mathematician in deter- 
mining the cessation of planetary motion, by the conver- 
sion of it into heat. It is true that other theorists have 
supposed points in space upon which this heat might be 
GOfteentrated and reflected back again to produce motion. 

There may be much of the poetic dement in such 
speculations, but it is erf that order which belongs rather 
*o the romantic than to the real. 

A speculation which has more of truth, and which is, 



d by Google 



116 CHEMICAL ACTION. 

indeed, demonstrable, cannot fail to impress every mind> 
with its beauty, and probable correctness. 

In the growth of a tree, its wood and all its products 
are the result of certain external forces effecting chemi- 
cal changes. Carbonic acid is decomposed, the carbon 
is retained, and oxygen given off, and assimilations of a 
complex character are in constant progress to produce 
the various compounds of oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, 
and carbon. 

Every condition of organised forms is due to the exter- 
nal excitation of light and heat, and in the chemical 
changes which take place, an equivalent of these prin- 
ciples, or powers — it signifies but little according to which 
view we may regard them — is absorbed, and retained as 
essential to the condition of the matter formed. Let uh 
confine our attention to wood — although the position 
applies equally to every organic product. A cubic foot 
of wood is formed by the decomposition of a certain 
quantity of carbonic acid, by the vital function of the 
plant, excited by the solar rays, which are involved in 
the mass which nature by " her wondrous alchemy" has 
made. Eventually this cubic foot of wood is subjected 
to a process of chemical change — combustion ; by the 
application of a single spark, — and in the disintegration 
of the wood, its carbon combining with oxygen to form 
carbonic acid, its hydrogen to form water, which is re- 
turned to the air, a large amount of light and heat is pro- 
duced. This is exactly equivalent to the amount which 
was engaged in its formation. Indeed, the sunshine which 
fell upon the leaves of the forest tree, of which the log- 
formed a part, has been hoarded up, and we again deve- 
lope it in its original state of heat and light. 

The vast coal beds of England were formed by the 
rapid growth and quick decay of a peculiar class of 
plants under the influence of a tropical sun. They have 
been buried myriads of ages, under hundreds of feet of 
sandy rock. By the industry of the miner the coal 
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is brought again to the surface, and we develope from 
it those powers by which it was formed. 

In the fire which gives comfort to our homes — in the 
furnace which generates force for the purposes of manu- 
facture, or to propel the railway engine and its pon- 
derous train — in the gas with which we illumine our streets 
and gladden during the long winter nights our apart- 
ments, we are developing that heat and light which fell 
upon the earth with all its quickening influences .mil- 
lions of ages before yet the Creator had called into 
existence the monarch Man, for whose necessities these 
wondrous formations were designed. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



LIGHT. 

Theories of the Nature of Light — Hypotheses of Newton and 
Huygens— Sources of Light — The Sua— Velocity of Light — 
Transparency— Dark Lines of the Spectrum — xibsorption of 
Light— Colour — Prismatic Analysis — Rays of the Spectrum 
— Rainbow— Diffraction — Interference — Goethe's Theory — 
Polarisation — Magnetisation of Light — Vision — The Eye- 
— Analogy— Sound and Light — Influence of Light on 
Animals and Vegetables — Phosphorescence arising from 
several Causes — Artificial Light — Its Colour dependent on 
Matter. 

Light, the first creation, presents to the enquiring 
mind a series of phenomena of the most exalted cha- 
racter. The glowing sunshine, painting the earth with 
all the brilliancy of colour, and giving to the landscape 
the inimitable charm of every degree of illumination, 
from the grey shadow to the golden glow; — the calm of 
evening, when, weary of the " excess of splendour/" the 
eye can repose in tranquillity upon the " cloud-land " 
of the west, and watch the golden and the ruddy hues 
fade slowly into the blue tincture of night ; — and the 
pale refulgence of the moon, with the quiet sparkle of 
the sun-lit stars, — all tend to impress upon the soul, the 
great truth that, where there is light, organisation and 
life are found, and beyond its influence death and silence 
hold supreme dominion.* Through all time we have 

* "These — oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, and carhon — are the 
four bodies, in fact, which, becoming animated at the fire of the 
sun, the true torch of Prometheus, approve themselves upon the 
earth the eternal agents of organisation, of sensation, of motion, 
and of thought." — Dumas, Legons de Philosophic Chimique, p. 100 t 
Paris, 1837. 
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evidences that this has been the prevailing feeling of the 
human race, derived, of course, from their obserrstion of 
the natural phenomena dependent upon luminous agency. 
In the myths of every country, impersonation* erf light 
prevail* and to these are referred the mysteries of the 
perpetual renewal of life on the surface of the earth. 

Thia presentiment of a philosophic truth, in the hv- 
stanee of the poet sages of intellectual Greece, was ad- 
vanced to the highest degree of refinement; and the 
sublime exclamation of Plato : " Light is truth, and God 
is light," approaches nearly to a divine revelation. 

Aa the medium of vision — as the cause of colour — as 
a power influencing in a most striking manner aU the 
forms of organisation around us, light presented to the 
inquiring minds of all ages a subject of the highest 
interest. 

The ancient philosophers, although they lost them- 
selves in the metaphysical subtleties of their school*, 
could not but discover in light an element of the utmost 
importance in natural operations. The alchemists re- 
garded the luminoua principle as a most subtile fluid, 
capable of interpenetrating and mmg lin g with gross 
matter : gold being supposed to diner from the baser 
metals only in containing a larger quantify of this ethe- 
real essence.* Modern science, after investigating most 

. * It will bo found in examining any of the works of the slobe 
mists, — particularly those of Geber, De inveniendi arte Auri et 
Argenti, and his De Alchemid; Roger Bacon's Opus Majus, or 
Akhymia Major j Helvetius' Brief of the Golden Calf; or Basil 
Valentine's Currns Triumpkalis, — that in the processes of transmu- 
tation the solar light was supposed to be marvellously effective. 
In Boyle's Sceptical Chemist the same idea will be found pervad- 
ing it. 

Amid all their errors, the alchemists were assiduous work- 
men, and to them we are indebted for numerous facts. Of them, 
and of their age, as contrasted with our own, Gibbon remarks : 
— " Congenial to the avarice of the human heart, it was studied in 
China, as in Europe, with equal eagerness and equal success. The 
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attentively a greater number of the phenomena of light, 
has endeavoured to assist the inquiry by the aid of 
hypotheses. Newton, in a theory, which exhibits the 
refined character of that great philosopher's mind, sup- 
poses luminous particles to dart from the surfaces of 
bodies in all directions — that these infinitely minute par- 
ticles are influenced by the attracting and repelling forces 
of matter, and thus turned back, or reflected, from their 
superficies in some cases, and absorbed into their inter- 
stitial spaces in others. 

Huyghens, on the contrary, supposes light to be caused 
by the waves or vibrations of an infinitely elastic medium 
— Ether — diffused through all space, which waves are 
propagated in every direction from the luminous body. 
In the first theory, a luminous particle is supposed actu- 
ally to come from the sun to the earth ; in the other, 
the ^un only occasions a disturbance of the ether, which 
extends with great rapidity, in the same manna* as a 
wave spfeads itself over the surface of a lake. 

Nearly all the facts known in the time of Newton^ 
and those discovered by him, were explained most 
satisfactorily by his hypothesis ; but it was found they 
could be interpreted equally as the effects of undulation, 
with the exception of the production of colour by pris- 
matic refraction. Although the labours of many 
gifted minds have been given, with the utmost devotion, 
to the support of the vibratory theory, this simple fact 
has never yet received any satisfactory explanation ; and 
there are numerous discoveries connected with the mole- 
cular and chemical disturbances produced by the sun's 

darkness of the middle ages ensured a favourable reception to 
every tale of wonder; and the revival of learning gave new vigour 
to hope, and suggested more specious arts of deception. Philoso- 
phy, with the aid of experience, has at length banished the study 
of alchemy; and the present age, however desi ous of riches, is 
content to seek them by the humbler means of commerce and in- 
dustry ."— Decline and Fall, vol. ii. p. 137. 
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rays, which do not appear to be explained by the hypo- 
thesis of emission or of undulation. 

In both theories a wave motion is admitted, and every 
feet renders it probable that this mode of progression 
applies not only to light, but to the so-called imponder- 
able forces in general. Admitting, therefore, the undu- 
totory movement of luminous rays, we shall not stop to 
consider those points of the discussion which have been 
so ably dealt with by Young, Laplace, Fresnel, Biot, 
Frauenhofer, Herschel, Brewster, and others, but pro- 
ceed at once to consider the sources of light, and its 
more remarkable phenomena.* 

The sun is the greatest permanently luminous body 
*e are acquainted with, and that orb is continually pour- 
ing off light from its surface in all directions at the rate, 
through the resisting medium of space and of our own 
atmosphere, of 192,000 miles in a second of time. It has 
toea calculated, however, that light would move through 
a vacuum with the speed of 192,500 miles in the same 
P*iod. We, therefore, learn that a ray of light requires 
eight minutes and thirteen seconds to come from the sun 
*° ***• In travelling from the distant planet Uranus, 
^ly three hours are exhausted ; and from the nearest 

* On the two theories the following majbe consulted : — Young, 
**ppf*nent to Encyclopedia Britannxca, article Chromatics; Fres- 
^ouppUnunt a la Traduction Francaise de la biSme Edition du 
**<*ti de Chimie de Thomson, par Riffault, Paris, 1822 ; Herschel's 
Article, Light, in tue Encyclopaedia Metropolitans and the French 
/2? sIationof itby Quetelet and Verhulst; Airy's Tract on the 
wwatory Theory, in his Tracts, 2nd edition, Cambridge, 1831 : 

TjS T ^ e Undulatory Theof T? a PP lied t0 Disper*i«*i &c. P- 184 J 

" f Mouvement dee 
ix. p. 114; 
. p. 293; M'Cullagh, On Double 
dptotion, Ibid., vol. xvi; Geometrical Propositions applied to the 
*** Theory of Light, Ibid., vol. xvii.; Sir David Brewster s 
tlf^B? in ^e Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and 
ae Philosophical Magazine. 
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of the fixed stars each ray of light requires more thai* 
six years to traverse the intervening space between it 
and the earth. Allow the mind to advance to the 
regions of nebulae, and it will be found that hundreds of 
years must glide away during the passage of their radia- 
tions. Consequently, if one of those masses of matter, or 
even one of the remote fixed stars, was " blotted out of 
heaven" to-day, several generations of the finite inhabit 
tants of this world would fade out of time before the 
obliteration could be known to man. Here the immen- 
sity of space assists us in our conception^ limited though 
it be, of the for-ever of eternity.* 

All the planets of our system shine with reflected 
light, and the moon, our satellite, also owes her silvery 
lustre to the sun's radiations. The fixed stars are, in 
all probability, suns shining from the far distance at 
space, with their own self-emitted lights. By the pho- 
tometric researches of Dr. Wollaston, we learn, however, 
that it would take 20,000 millions of such orbs as Sirius, 
the brightest of the fixed stars, to afford as much light 
as we derive from the sun. The same observer hag 
proved that the brightest effulgence of the full moon is 
yet 801,072 .times less than die luminous power of our 
solar centre. 

* Results of Astronomical Observations made during the years] 
1834-38, at the Cape of Good Hope, Sfc. By Sir John Herschel, 
Bart, KJEL, D.C.L., F.K.6.— "In the contemplation of the infi- 
nite, in number and in magnitude, the mind ever fails us. We 
stand appalled before this mighty spectre of boundless space, and 
faltering reason sinks under the load of its bursting conceptions. 
But, placed as we are on the great locomotive of our system, des- 
tined surely to complete at least one round of its ethereal course, 
and learning that we can make no apparent advance on our side- 
real journey, we pant -with new ardour for that distant bourne 
which we constantly approach without the possibility of reaching 
it. In feeling this disappointment, and patiently bearing it, let us 
endeavour to realise the great truth from which it flows. It cannot 
occupy our mind without exalting and improving it." — Sir H 
Brewster : North British Beview 
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The cultivators erf modern science are a bold race; not 
contented with endeavouring to understand the physical 
earth, they are endeavouring to comprehend the condi- 
tion of the solar surface. The mind of man can pene- 
trate for into nature, and, as it were, fed out the mys- 
teries of untraversed space. The astronomer learns of 
a peculiar condition of light, which is termed polarisa- 
tion, and he learns by this, too, that he can determine if 
from a bright luminous disc the light is derived from a 
solid mass in a state of intense ignition, or from vapour 
in an incandescent condition. He adds a polarising ap- 
paratus to his telescopes, and he determines that the 
tight we derive from the sun is due to an envelope of 
yapour — burning, in all probability— only with greater 
intensity, as the gas which we now employ. This PJko- 
togphere—Bs it has been called by the late French philo- 
sopher Arago, is found to be subjected to violent disturb- 
ances, and the dark spots seen on the sun's disc are now 
known to be openings through this mysterious envelope 
of tight, which enable us to look in upon the dark body 
of the sun itself. 

Luminous phenomena may be produced by various 
means— chemical action is a source of light; and, under 
several circumstances in which the laws of affinity are 
strongly exerted, a very intense luminous effect is pro- 
duced. Under this head all the phenomena of combus- 
tion are included. In the electric spark we have the 
development of light; and the arc which is formed 
between charcoal points a the poles of a powerful voltaic 
battery affords us the most intense artificial illumination 
with which we are acquainted. In addition to these, we 
have the peculiar phenomena of phosphorescence arising 
from chemical, calorific, electrical, actinic, and vital ex- 
citation, all of which must be particularly examined. 

From whatever source we procure light, it is the same 
in character, differing only in intensity. In its action. 



d by Google 



124 TRANSPARENCY TO LIGHT. 

upon matter, we have the phenomena of transmission, of 
reflection, of refraction, of colour, of polarisation, and of 
vision, to engage our attention. 

A beam of white light falls upon a plate of colourless 
glass, and it passes freely through it, losing but little of 
its intensity ; the largest portion being lost by reflection! 
from the first surface upon which the fight impinges. 1^ 
the glass is roughened by grinding, we lose more lighfJ 
by absorption and by reflection from the asperities oi 
the roughened surface ; but if we cover that face wit a 
any oleaginous fluid, as, for instance, turpentine, its 
transparency is restored. We have thus direct proo^ 
that transparency to light is due to molecular condition. 
This may be most strikingly shown by an interesting 
experiment of Sir David Brewster's : — 

If a glass tube is filled with nitrous acid vapour, which 
is of a dull red colour, it admits freely the passage of 
the red and orange rays with some of the others, and, if 
held upright in the sunshine, casts a red shadow on the 
ground ; by gently warming it with a spirit-lamp, whilst 
in this position, it acquires a much deeper and blacker 
colour, and becomes almost impervious to any of the 
rays of light ; but upon cooling it again recovers its 
transparency. 

It has also been stated by the same exact experimen- 
talist, that having brought a purple glass to a red heat, 
its transparency was improved, so that it transmitted 
green, yellow, and red rays, which it previously ab- 
sorbed ; but the glass recovered its absorptive powers as 
it cooled* A piece of yellowish-green glass lost its 
transparency almost entirely by being heated. Native 
yellow orpiment becomes blood-red upon being warmed, 
when nearly all but the red rays are absorbed ; and pure 
phosphorus, which is of a pale yellow colour, and trans- 
mits freely all the coloured rays upon being melted, be- 
comes very dark, and transmits no light. 
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Chemistry affords numerous examples of a very slight 
change of condition, producing absolute opacity in fluids 
which were previously diaphanous.* 

Charcoal absorbs all the light which falls upon it, but 
in some of its states of combination, and in, the diamond, 
which is pure carb on, it is highly transparent. Gold 
and silver beaten into thin leaves are permeated by the 
green and blue rays, and the metals in combination with 
acids are all of them more or less transparent. What 
becomes of the light which falls upon and is absorbed 
by bodies, is a question which we cannot yet, notwith- 
standing the extensive observations that have been made 
by some of the most gifted of men, answer satisfactorily. 
In all probability, as already stated, it is permanently 
retained within their substances ; and many of the expe- 
riments of exciting light in bodies when in perfect dark- 
ness, by the electric spark and other means, appear to 
support the idea of light becoming latent or hidden. 

No body is absolutely transparent ; some light is lost 
in passing even through ethereal space, and still more in 
traversing our atmosphere. 

Amongst the most curious instances of absorption is 
that which is uniformly discovered in the solar spectrum, 
particularly when we examine it with a telescope. We 
then find that the coloured rays are crossed by a great 
number of dark bands or lines, giving no light ; these 
are generally called Fraunhofer's dark lines, as it was to 
the indefatigable exertions of that experimentalist, and 
by the aid of his beautiful instruments, that most of them 
were discovered and measured, and enumerated, although 
they were previously noticed by Dr. Wollaston. It is 
quite clear that those lines represent rays whicli have 

* For examples of this, consult Graham's Elements of Che* 
mtiry ; Brandes Manual of Chemistry; or, indeed, any work 
treating of the science. The formation of ink, by mixing two 
colourless solutions, one of gallic acid and another of sulphate of 
»on, may be taken as a familiar instance. 
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Ijeen absorbed in their passage from the sun to the earth z 
although some of them have no doubt undergone ab- 
sorption within the limits of the earth's atmosphere, we 
have every reason to believe, with Sir John Herschel, 
that the principal absorption takes place in the atmos- 
phere of the sun.* 

It has been proved by Dr. Miller, that the number of 
those dark lines is continually varying with the altera- 
tion of atmospheric conditions ;t and the evidences 
which have been afforded, of peculiar states of absorp- 
tion by the gaseous envelope of the earth, — during the 
prosecution of investigations on the chemical agencies 
of the sun's rays. — are of a sufficiently convincing cha- 
racter. 

It has been calculated by Bouguer, that if our atmos- 
phere, in its purest state, could be extended rather more 
than 700 miles from the earth's surface instead of nearly 
40, as it is at present, the sun's rays could not penetrate 

* Sir John Herschel, in his paper On the Chemical Action of the 
Rays of the Solar Spectrum on Preparations oj Silver \ remarks that, 
-" it maj seem too hazardous to look for the cause of this very sin- 
gular phenomenon in a real difference between the chemical agen- 
cies or those rajs which issue from the central portion of the sun's 
disc, and those which, emanating from its borders, have undergone 
the absorptive action of a much greater depth of its atmosphere ; 
and jet I confess myself somewhat at a loss what other cause to 
assign for it It must suffice, however, to have thrown out the 
hint; remarking only, that I have other, and, I am disposed to 
think, decisive evidence (which will find its place elsewhere) of the 
existence of an absorptive solar atmosphere, extending beyond the 
luminous one. The breadth of the border, I should observe, is 
small, not exceeding 0*5 or \ part of the sun's radius, and this, 
from the circumstances of the experiment, must necessarily err in 
excess." — Philosophical Transactions, 1840. 

f Experiments and Observations on some Cases of Lines in the 
Prismatic Spectrum, produced 6y the passage of Light through 
Coloured Vapours and Qase<, and from certain Coloured Flames. 
By W. A. Miller, M.D., F.R.S., Professor of Chemistry in Kings 
♦College, London. — Philosophical Magazine, vol, xxvii. 
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it, and this globe would roil on in darkness and silence, 
without a vestige of vegetable form or of animal life. In 
the Hebrew version of the Mosaic History, the reading 
is, " Let light appear :" may not this really mean that 
the earth's atmosphere was so. cleared of obstructing 
vapours, that the solar rays were enabled to reach the 
earth? The same calculation supposes that sea-water 
loses all its transparency at the depth of 730 feet ; but 
a dim twilight must prevail much deeper in the ocean. 

The researches of Professor Edward Forbes have 
proved, that at the depth of 230 fathoms in the iEgean 
sea, the few shelled animals that exist are colourless : no 
plants are found within that zone ; and that industrious 
naturalist fixes the zero of animal life of those waters at 
about 300 fathoms.* Since these zones mark the rapidly 
diminishing light, it is evident that where life ceases to be 
must be beyond the limits to which life can penetrate. 

* Report on the Mollusca and Radiata of the ASgean Sea, and 
o* their distribution, considered as bearing on Geology. By Edward 
Forbes, F.R.S., &c— Reports of the British Association, vol. xii. Pro- 
lessor Forbes remarks : — " A comparison of the testacea, and other 
animals of the lowest zones, with those of the higher, exhibits a 
very great distinction in the hues of the species, those of the 
depths being, for the most part, white or colourless, while those of 
tbe higher regions, in a great number of instances, exhibit brilliant 
combinations of colour. The results of an enquiry into this sub- 
ject are as follows :— 

"The majority of shells of the lowest zone are white or trans- 
parent; if tinted rose is the hue, a very few exhibit markings of 
another colour. In the seventh region, white species are also 
TOy abundant, though by no means forming a proportion so great 
as the eighth. Brownish red, the prevalent hue of tbe brachio- 
P<>da, also gives a character of colour to the fauna of this zone ; 
the Crustacea found in it are red. In the sixth zone the colours 
become brighter, reds and yellows prevailing,— generally, how- 
**w, uniformly colouring the shell. In the fifth region many 
species are banded or clouded with various combinations of colours, 
and the number of white species has greatly diminished. In the 
fourth, purple hues are frequent, and eontrasts of colour common. 
•to the second and third, green and blue tints are met with, some- 
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Our atmosphere, charged with aqueous vapour, serves 
to shield us from the intense action of the solar powers. 
By it we are protected from the destructive influences 
of the sun's light and heat; enjoy those modified 
conditions which are most conducive to the healthful 
being of organic forms ; to it we owe " the blue sky 
bending over all," and those beauties of morning and 
evening twilight of which 

• Sound and motion own the potent sway, 



Responding to the charm with its own mystery, 

To defective transparency, or rather to the different 
degrees of it, we must attribute, in part, the colours of 
permeable media. Thus, a glass or fluid appears yellow 
to the eye, because it has the property of admitting the 
permeation of a larger quantity of the yellow rays than 
of any others ; — red, because the red rays pass it with 
the greatest freedom ; and so on for every other colour. 
In most cases the powers of transmission and of reflec- 
tion are similar ; but it is not so in all ; a variety of fluor 
spar, which, while it transmits green light, reflects blue, 
and the precious opal, are striking instances to the con- 
trary. Some glasses which transmit yellow light have 
the singular power of dispersing blue rays from one sur- 

times very vivid ; but the gayest combinations of colour are seen 
in the littoral zone, as well as the most brilliant whites. 

" The animals of Testacea, and t\ie Radiata of the higher zones, 
are much more brilliantly coloured than those of the lower, where 
they are usually white, whatever the hue of the shell may he. 
Thus the genus Trochus is an example of a group of forms mostly 
presenting the most brilliant hues both of shell and animal ; but 
whilst the animals of such species as inhabit the littoral zone are 
gaily chequered with many vivid hues, those of the greater depth, 
though their shells are almost as brightly covered as the coveriDgs 
of their allies nearer the surface, have their animals, for the most 
part, of a uniform yellow or reddish hue, or else entirely white. 
The chief cause of this increase of intensity of colour as we ascend, 
is, doubtless, the increased amount of light above a certain depth." 
—p. 172. 
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faee ; and a solution ef quinine in water acidulated with 
sulphuric aeicl, although perfectly transparent and colour- 
less- when held between the eye and tike light, exhibits, 
if viewed in a particular direction, a lively cerulean tint. 
Theae effects being supposed to be due to the condition* 
of the surface, have been called epipMe phenomena.* 
The careful investigation ef these phenomena has 
made ns acquainted with some very interesting facts, and 
indeed discovered to us a set of luminous rays which 
were previously unknown. The dispersion of blue light 
fromthe surface of some yellow glasses — such as have been 
coloured by the oxide of silver — is of a different order 
from that which takes place with the solution of sulphate 
of quinine, or with the fluor spar. The first depends 
upon a peculiar condition of the surface, while the latter 
phenomena are due to a dispersion which takes place 
wtihm the sohd or fluid. In addition to the sulphate 
of quinine, and the flour spar, we obtain the same results 
in a very marked manner by a canary yellow glass, 

* 'An&p<f>wa. On the Epipohc Dispersion of Light, being a 
paper entitled, On a case of Superficial Colour presented by a homo- 
geneous liquid internally colourless. By Sir J. F. W. Herechel, 
Bart., K.H., F.EuS., &c. — Am epsptlited beam c/ light (meaning 
thereby a beam which has once been transmitted through aquini- 
ferons solution, and undergone its dispersing action) is incapable 
<f further undergoing epipolic dispersion. In proof of this the fol- 
lowing experiment may be adduced, — 

A glass jar being filled with a quinifonxas sohttkm, a piece of 
plate glass was immersed in it vertically* so* as to he entirely 
covered, and to present one face directly to the incident light. In 
this situation, wnen viewed by an eye almost perpendicularly over 
it, so as to graze either surface very obliquely, neither the anterior 
nor posterior faee showed the sUgbteet trace of eprpofie cokrar. 
Now, die light, at its egress from the immersed glees, entered tire 
liquid under precisely the same circumstances as that which* when 
traversing the anterior surface of the glass jar, underwent epipolic 
dispersion on first entering the liquid. It had, therefore, lost a 
property which it originally possessed, and conM not, therefore, be 
considered qwtitoativebj! the same hght, — ^ilosophiear Transac- 
tiansy voL cxxxvL J 
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coloured with the oxide of uranium, and by a decoc- 
tion of the inner bark of the horse-chesnut tree. Mr. 
Stokes, who has investigated this class of phenomena, 
and proposes tocallitF/uore*cence, from its being naturally 
seen in fluor-spar, has shown that the peculiar internal 
dispersion, and the consequent alteration of the colour 
of the ray, is due to an alteration in its refrangibility. 
Whether this hypothesis prove to be the correct one or 
not, it is certain that there exists a set of rays of far 
higher refrangibility than those seen in the ordinary 
Newtonian spectrum. This may be shown in the follow- 
ing manner : taking either of the solutions named, or a 
block of uranium glass, throw upon one face, by means of 
a prism, a very pure spectrum. On looking into the 
glass or fluid there will be seen, commencing amidst the 
most refrangible rays, a new set of spectral rays, strug- 
gling to make their way through the absorbent medium. 
These are of a blue colour in the quinine or chesnut 
solution, and green in the uranium glass, and are seen 
extending themselves far beyond the most refrangible 
rays of the ordinary Newtonian spectrum. This is the 
space over which those rays which have the power of pro- 
ducing chemical changes, such as are rendered familiar 
by the practice of Photography, are detected in their 
greatest activity. It has, therefore, been supposed that 
these fluorescent rays are the chemical rays rendered lu- 
minous by the alteration of their refrangibility. This 
view has received much support from the fact that the 
extra spectral rays are crossed with numerous dark 
lines, and that in the chemical impressions these 
lines are marked by unchanged spaces which exactly 
coincide with them. There is, however, much doubt of 
the correctness of this, since, in the uranium glass of 
such a thickness that these visible rays are quite ab- 
sorbed, the chemical rays still pass. 

However, the whole question requires, and is receiving, 
the most searching investigation. The discovery of 
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these phenomena, which are included under the term of 
Fluorescence, is of that interesting and important cha- 
racter, that it must be ranked as the most decided Ad- 
vance which has been made in physical optics since the 
days of Newton. 

It is not improbable that those rays of such high 
refrangibility may, although they are under ordinary 
circumstances invisible to the human eye, be adapted 
to produce the necessary degree of excitement upon 
which vision depends in the optic nerves of the night- 
roaming animals. The bat, the owl, and the cat, may 
see in the gloom of night by the aid of rays which are 
invisible to, or. inactive on the eyes of man, or of those 
animals which require the light of day for perfect vision. 

It is a general law of the radiant forces, that when- 
ever they fall upon any surface, a portion is thrown 
back or reflected at the same time as other portions are 
absorbed or transmitted. Upon this peculiarity appear 
to depend the phenomena of natural colour in bodies. 

The white light of the sun is well known to be com- 
posed of several coloured rays. Or rather, according to 
the theory of undulations, when the rate at which a ray 
vibrates is altered, a different sensation is produced upon 
the optic nerve. The analytical examination of this 
question shows, that to produce a red colour the ray of 
%bt must give 37,640 undulations in an inch, and 
458,000000,000000 in a second. Yellow light requires 
44,000 undulations in an inch, and 535,OOQ00O,OOOp0O 
ia a second ; whilst the effect of blue results from 51,1 iO 
adulations within an inch, and 622,000000,000000 of 
waves in a second of time * The determination of such 

* In connection with this view, the Newtonian theory should 
oe 'consulted, for which see — A Letter of Mr. Isaac Newton, Pro- 
f*8sor of the Mathematicks in the University of Cambridge ; con- 
laming his new Theory about Light and Colors : sent by the Author 
to the Publisher, from Cambridge, Feb. 6, 1671-72, in order to be 
communicated to the Royal Society. 
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points as these is among the highest refinements of 
science* and, when contrasted with the most sublime 
efforts of the imagination, they must appear immea- 
surably superior. 

If a body sends back white light unchanged, it appears 
white ; if the surface has the property of altering the 
-vibration to that degree which is calculated to produce 
redness, the result is a red colour : the annihilation of 
the undulations produces blackness. By the other view, 
or the corpuscular hypothesis, the beam of white light 
is supposed to consist of certain coloured rays, each of 
which has physical properties peculiar to itself, and thus 
is capable of producing different physiological effects. 
These rays falling upon a transparent or an opaque body 
suffer more or less absorption, and being thus dissevered, 
we have the effect of colour. A red body absorbs all 
the rays but the red; a blue surface, all but the blue; 
a yellow, all but the yellow ; and a black surface absorbs 
the whole of the light which falls upon it. 

That natural colours are the result of white lights vai 
not innate properties of the bodies themselves, is most 
conclusively shown by placing coloured bodies in mono- 
chromatic light of another kind, when they will appear 
either of the colour of that light, or, by absorbing it, 
become black ; whereas, when placed in light of their 
own character, the intensity of colour is greatly in- 
creasing. 

Every surface has, therefore, a peculiar constitution, 
by which it gives rise to the diversified hues of nature. 
The rich and lively green, which so abundantly over- 
spreads the surface of the earth, the varied colours of 
the flowers, and the numberless tints of animals, toge- 
ther with all those of the productions of the mineral 
kingdom, and of the artificial combinations of chemical 
manufacture, result from powers by which the relations 
of matter to light are rendered permanent, until its phy- 
sical conditions undergo some change. 
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There is a remarkable correspondence between the 
geographical position of a region and the colours of its 
plants and animals. "Within the tropics, where 

"The sun shines for ervwr unchangeably bright," 

the darkest green prevails over the leaves of plants; the 
flowers and fruits are tinctured with ookwrs of the 
deepest dye, whilst Hie plumage of the birds is of the 
most variegated description and of the richest hues. In 
the people also of these climes there is manifested a 
desire for the most striking colours, and their dresses 
We ail a distinguishing character, not of shape merely, 
hut of chromatic arrangement. in the temperate 
climates everything is of a more subdued variety : the 
flowers are less bright of hue; the prevailing tint of the 
ringed tribes is a russet brown ; and the dresses of the 
inhabitants of these regions are of a sombre character. 
In the colder portions of the eartb there is but little 
notour; the flowers* are generally white or yellow, and 
the animals exhibit no other contrast than that which 
▼kite and . black afford. A chromatic scale might be 
foraaed, its maximum point being at the equator, and its 
nnnunum at the poles.* 
The influence of light on the colours of organized 

* In that admirable work, The Physical Atlas of Dr. Berghaus, 
tf vkioh a very complete edition by Alexander Keith Johnstone 
u published in this country, the following order of the distribution 
o? plants is given;— 

l - "toSSr*?* ? mi .} =*— « —• . ' 

2. Tree-forms and figs . Tropical zone. 
Myrtles and laurels . Sub-tropical zone. 



4. Evergreen trees 

5. European trees 

6. Pines . 

7. Rhododendrons 

8. Alpine plants 
Consult Humboldt, Essai 



Warm temperate zone. 
Cold temperate zone. 
Sub-arctic zone. 
Arctic zone. 
Polar zone. 

sur la Gtographie ties Plant es, Paris, 



18 °7; De Distributione OeographicA Phntarum, Paris, 1817. 
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creation is well shown in the sea. Near the shores we 
find sea-weeds of the most beautiful hues, parti- 
cularly on the rocks which are left dry by the tides ; 
and the rich tints of the actiniae, which inhabit shallow 
water, must have been often observed. The fishes which 
swim near the surface are also distinguished by the 
variety of their colours, whereas those which live at 
greater depths are grey, brown, or black. It has been 
found that after a certain depth, where the quantity of 
light is so reduced that a mere twilight prevails, the 
inhabitants of the ocean become nearly colourless. 
That the sun's ray alone gives to plants the property of 
reflecting colour is proved by the process of blanching, 
or etiolation, produced by artificially excluding the light. 
By a triangular piece of glass — a prism, — we are enabled 
to resolve light into its ultimate rays. The white pencil 
of light which falls on the first surface of the prism is 
bent from its path, and coloured bands of different 
colours are obtained. These bands or rays observe a 
curious constancy in their positions : the red ray is 
always the least bent out of the straight path: the 
yellow class comes next in the order of refrangibility ; 
and the blue are the most diverted from the vertex of 
the prism. The largest amount of illuminating power 
exists in the yellow ray, and it diminishes towards either 
end.* It is not uninteresting to observe something like 

Schouw, Grunduzge der Pflanzengeographie. Also his Earth, Plants, 1 
and Man: translated by Henfrey, in Bohn*s Scientific Library. 
Lamouroux, Geographic Physique. The Plant, a Biography : by 
Schleiden ; translated by Henfrey. Physical Geography : by 
Mrs. Somerville. 
* Frauenbofer's measure of illuminating power is as follows : — 
At the 22nd degree of the red . 0*082 

„ 34th degree of the red . . 0*094 

„ 22nd degree of the orange . . 0*040 
„ 10th degree of the yellow .. . 1*000 
„ 42nd degree of the yellow . . 0*480 
„ 2nd degree of the blue . . 0*170 

„ 16th degree of the indigo . . 0*031 
„ 43rd degree of the violet .. fc 00056 
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the same variety* of colour occurring at each end of the 
prismatic spectrum. The strict order in which the pure 
and mixed coloured rays present themselves is as 
follows : — 

1. The extreme red: a ray which can only be dis- 
covered when the eye is protected from the glare of the 
other rays by a cobalt blue glass, is of, a crimson 
character — a mixture of the red and the blue, red 
predominating.* 

2. The red : the first ray visible under ordinary cir- 
cumstances. 

3. The orange : red passing into and combining with 
yellow. 

4. The yellow : the most intensely luminous of the 
rays. 

5. The green .\ the yellow passing into and blending 
with the blue. 

6. The blue: in which the light very rapidly di- 
minishes. 

7. The indigo : the dark intensity of blue. 

8. The violet : the blue mingled again with the red — 
blue being in excess. 

9. The lavender grey: a neutral tint, produced by 
the combination of the red, blue, and yellow rays, which 
is discovered most easily when the spectrum is thrown 
upon a sheet of turmeric paper. 

10. The fluorescent rays : which are either a pure 
sihery blue or a delicate green. 

Newton regarded the spectrum as consisting of seven 
colours of definite and unvarying refrangibility. Brews- 
ter and others appear to have detected a great diffusion 

* Herschel, On the Action of Crystallized Bodies on Homo- 
geneous Light, and on the causes of the deviation from Norton's scale 
in the tints which many of them develope on exposure to a polarized 
ray.— Phil. Trans., vol. ex., p. 88. 
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of the colours over the spectrum, and regard white light as 
consisting only of three rays, which in the prismatic images 
overlap each other; and from these — red, yellow, and 
blue — all the others can be formed by combination in 
varying proportions. The truth will probably be found 
to be, that the ordinary prismatic spectrum is a com- 
pound of two spectra : — that is, as we have the ordinary 
rainbow, and a supplementary bow, the colours of which 
are inverted, so the extraordinary may be somewhat 
masked by the intense light of the ordinary spectrum ; 
and yet by overlapping produce the variations of colour 
in the rays. We have already examined the heating 
power found in these coloured bands, which, although 
shown to be in a remarkable manner in constant 
agreement with the colour of a particular ray, is not 
directly connected with it ; that is, not as the effect 
of a cause, or the contrary. The chemical action of the 
solar rays, to which from its important bearings we shall 
devote a separate chapter, has, in like manner with 
heat, been confounded with the sun's luminous power; 
but although associated with light and heat, and modi- 
fied by their presence, it must be distinguished from 
them. 

We find the maximum of heat at one end of the 
spectrum, and that of chemical excitation at the other 
— luminous power observing a mean point between them. 
Without doubt we have these powers acting recipro- 
cally, modifying all the phenomena of each other, and 
thus giving rise to the difficulties which beset the in- 
quire on every side. 

We have beautiful natural illustrations of luminous 
refraction in the rainbow and in the halo : in both cases 
the rays of light being separated by the refractive power 
of the falling rain drop, or the vesicles which form the 
moisture constituting a fog. In the simple toy of the 
child — the soap-bubble floating upon the air — the phi- 
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losopher finds subjects for His contemplation; and from 
the unrivalled play of colours which fee discovers m 
that attenuated film, he learns that tihe varying thick- 
nesses of surfaces influence, in a most remarkable 
manner, the colours of the sunbeam. Films of oil 
floating upon water present similar appearances; and 
the colours developed in tempering steel are due en- 
tirely to the thickness of the oxidized surface produced 
by heat. There have lately been introduced some beautiful 
specimens of paper rendered richly iridescent by the fol- 
lowing process ; — A solution of a gum resin in chloroform 
is floated upon water, where it forms a film giving all the 
colours of Newton's rings. A sheet of paper which 
has been previously sunk in the water is carefully lifted, 
and the film thus removed adheres with great firmness 
to the paper, and produces this rich and curious play of 
colour. The rich tints upon mother-of-pearl, in the 
feathers of many birds, the rings seen in the cracks of 
rock-crystal, or between the unequal feces of two pieces 
of glass, and produced by many chemical and indeed 
mechanical operations — are all owing to the same cause ; 
—the refraction of the luminous pencil by the condition 
of the film or surface. If we take one of those steel 
ornaments which are formed by being covered with an 
immense number of fine lines, it will be evident that 
those strwe present many different angles of reflection, 
and that, consequently, the rays thrown baek will, at 
some point or another, have a tendency to cross each 
other. He result of this is, that the quantity of light 
is augmented at some points of intersection, and annihi- 
lated at others.* Out of the investigation of the phe- 
nomena of diffraction, of the effects of thin and thick 
plates upon light, and the results of interference, has 

* On the Nature of Light and Colours ; Lecture 39, in Young's 
Ueturew on Natural PhUoeophy, KeUancTs Edition, p. 373, and the 
authorities there quoted. 
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arisen the discovery of one of the most remarkable con- 
ditions within the range of physical science. 

Two bright lights may be made to produce darkness. 
— If two pencils of light radiate from two spots very 
close to each other in snch a manner "that they cross 
each other at a given point, any object placed at that 
line of interference will be illuminated with the sum 
of the two luminous pencils. If we suppose those rays 
to move in waves, and the elevation of the wave to 
represent the maximum of luminous effect, then the 
two waves meeting, when .they are both at the height of 
their undulation, will necessarily produce a spot of 
greater intensity. If now we so arrange the points of 
radiation, that the systems of luminous waves pro- 
ceed irregularly, and that one arrives at the screen 
half an undulation before the other, the one in 
elevation falling into the depression of the other, a 
mutual annihilation is the consequence. This fact, 
paradoxical as it may appear, was broadly stated by 
Grimaldi, in the description of his experiments on the 
inflection of light, and has been observed by many 
others. The vibratory hypothesis, seizing upon the 
analogy presented by two systems of waves in water, 
explains this plausibly, and many similar phenomena of 
what- is called the interference of light; but still upon 
examination it does not appear that the explanation is 
quite free from objection.* 

Another theory, not altogether new to us, it being in- 
dicated in Mayer's hypothesis of three primary colours 
(1775), and to be found as a problem in some of the 
Encyclopaedias of the last century, has been put forth, 
in a very original manner, by that master-mind of intel- 
lectual Germany, Goethe ; and from the very compre- 
hensive views which this poet-philosopher has taken of 

* Brewster's Optics : Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopadia. Herschel, 
On Light : Encyclopaedia Metropolitans. 
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both animal and vegetable physiology (views which have 
been adopted by some of the first naturalists of Europe), 
we are bound to receive his theory of colours with every 
respect and attention. 

Goethe regards colour as the "thinning" of light; 
for example, by obstructing a portion of white light, yellow 
is produced ; by reducing it still farther, red is sup- 
posed to result; and by yet farther retarding the free 
passage of the beam, we procure a blue colour, which is 
the next remove from blackness, or the absence of 
light. There is truth in this ; it bears about it a sim- 
plicity which will satisfy many minds ; by it many of 
the phenomena of colour may be explained : but it is 
insufficient for any interpretation of several of those 
laws to which the other theories do give us some insight. 

Newton may have allowed himself to be misled by 
the analogy presented between the seven rays of the 
spectrum and the notes in an octave. The mystic 
number, seven, may have clung like a fibre of the web 
of superstition to the cloak of the great philosopher ; 
but the attack made by Goethe upon the Newtonian 
philosophy betrays the melancholy fact of his being 
diseased with the lamentable weakness of too many 
exalted minds — an overweening self-esteem. 

The polarization of light, as it has been unfortunately 
called — unfortunately, as conveying an idea of deter- 
minate and different points or poles, which only exists 
in hypothetical analogy — presents to us a class of phe- 
nomena which promise to unclose the mysterious doors 
of the molecular constitution of bodies. 

This remarkable condition, as produced by the re- 
flection of light from glass at a particular angle, was 
first observed by Malus, in 1808,* when amusing him- 
self by looking at the beams of the setting sun, reflected 

* Malus, Sur vne ProprUU de la LumQre RSJlichie : Memoires 
ffArcueiJ. Numerous memoirs by Sir David Brewster, in the 
Philosophical Transactions. 
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from the windows of the Luxembourg Palace through 
a doable refracting prism. He observed that when Hie 
prism wms in one position, the windows with their golden 
rays were visible ; but that turned round a quarter of a 
circle from Ant position, the reflected rays disappeared 
although the windows were still seen. 

The phenomenon of double refraction was noticed, in 
the first instance, by Erasures Bartolin, in Iceland-spar, 
a crystal the primary form of which is a rhombo- 
hedron ; who perceived that the two images produced 
by this body were not in the same physical conditions .* 
It was also studied by Huyghens and Sir Isaac Newton, 
and to our countryman we owe the singular idea that a 
ray of light emerging from such a crystal has ntfe*. 
This breaking up of the beam of fight into two, — whieh 
is shown by looking through a pin-hole on a card 
through a crystal of Iceland spar, when two holes be- 
come visible, is due to the different states of tension in 
which the different layers constituting the crystal exfet. 

In thus separating the ray of light into two rays, the 

* Bartholin, On Iceland Cry stmts: Copenhagen, 1669. AnAcomft 
of sundry Experiments made and cwtmuniotUed by that Leonid 
Mathematician Dr. Erasmus Bartholin, upon a Chrysttd like 
Body sent to him out of Island: in connection with which Dr. 
Matthias Paissenius writes : — The observations of the excellent 
Bartholin upon the Island Chrptal are, indeed, considerable, as 
well as painful. We have here, also, made some trytls of it upon 
a piece he presented me with, which confirm his observations. 
Mean time ne found it somewhat scissile and reducible by a knife 
into thin laminas or plates, which, when single, shew'd the object 
single, but laid upon one another sbew'd it double*; tfcetwo images 
appearing the more distant from one another, tie greater the num- 
ber was of those thin plates laid on one another. With submission 
to better judgements I think it to be a kind of Selenites. So»e 
of oar curious men here were of opinion that the Rhomboid figure 
proper to this stone was the cause of the appearances doubled 
thereby. But having tryed whether in other transparent bodies 
of the like figure the like would happen, we found no such thing 
in them, which made us suspect some peculiarity in the very Body 
of the stone.— Phil. Trans, for 1670, vol. v. 
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condition called polarisation has been produced, and 
by experiment we discover that the single ray has* 
properties different from those of the compound or 
ordinary ray. 

It is somewhat difficult to explain what is meant by, 
md what are the conditions of, pdmrued tight. In the 
Gist instance let us see by what methods this peculiar 
state may be brought about. 

If we reflect a ray of light from the surface of any 
bedy 3 .fluid or solid, but not metallic, at an angle between 
$° and 68° it undergoes what has been called pkme 
polarisation- It may also be produced by the refraction 
tf light from several refracting surfaces acting upon the 
parol of light in succession ; as by a bundle of plates* 
of glass. Each surface polarkes a portion of the pencil, 
and the number of plates necessary to polarise a whole 
beam depends upon the intensity of the beam and the 
*figle of incidence. Thus, the light of a wax candle is 
wholly polarised by forty-seven plates of glass at an 
angle of 40° 41'; while at an angle of 7»° 11' it is 
polarised by eight plates. Again, plane polarisation 
may be produced by the double refraction of crystals. 
Each of the two pencils is polarised, like light re- 
flected from glass at an angle of 56° 45', but in opposite 
planes. 

Non-scientific readers will still ask, — What is this 
mysterious condition of light which is produced by re- 
flection and refraction at peculiar angles to the incident 
?ay. It is one of the most difficult of problems to 
express in popular language. The conditions arev 
kowever, these ; — 

An ordinary ray of light will be reflected from a re- 
flecting surface at whatever angle that surface may be 
placed in relation to the incident beam. 

A polarised ray of light is not reflected in aU positions- 
of the reflecting surface. 

An ordinary ray of light is freely transmitted through. 
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a transparent medium, as glass, in whatever position it 
may be placed relative to the source of light. 

A polarised ray of light is not transmitted in all the 
positions of the permeable medium. 

Supposing a plate of glass is presented at the angle 
56° to a polarised ray, and the plane of incidence or 
reflexion is at right angles to the plane of polarisation 
of the ray, no light is reflected. If we turn the plate of 
glass round through 90°, when the plane of reflexion is 
parallel to that of polarisation the light is reflected. H 
,we turn the plate round another 90°, so that the plana 
of reflexion and of polarisation are parallel to each other,i 
again no light is reflected; and if we turn it through 
another 90° the reflection of the ray again takes place. 

Precisely the same result takes place when, instead of i 
being reflected, the polarised ray is transmitted. , 

Some substances have peculiar polarizing powers : 1 
the tourmaline is a familiar example. If a slice of 
tourmaline is taken, and we look at a common pencil 
of light through it, we see it in whatever position we| 
may place the transparent medium. If, however, we 
look at a pencil of polarised light, and turn the crystal 
round, it will be found that in two positions the light is 
stopped, and that in two other positions it passes freely 
through it to the eye. 

By way of endeavouring to conceive something of 
what may be the conditions which determine this very 
mysterious state, let us suppose each ray of light to 
vibrate in two planes at right angles to each other : one 
wave being vertical and the other horizontal. We have 
many examples of this compound motion. The mast of 
a ship, by the force with which she is urged through 
the water, describes a vertical wave, while by the roll of 
the billows across which she sails, a lateral undulation 
is produced at the same time. We may sometimes 
observe the same thing when a field of corn is agitated 
by a shifting wind on a gusty day. 



d by Google 



PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OP POLARIZED LIOHT. 143 

The hypothesis therefore is, that every ray of ordi- 
lary light consists of two rays vibrating in different 
>lanes; and that these rays, separated one from the 
ither, have the physical conditions which we call 
vlarized. 

The most transparent bodies may be regarded as 
«ing made up of atoms arranged in certain planes. 
Suppose the plane of lamination of any substance' to be 
r ertical iu position, it would appear that the ray which 
ias a vertical motion passes it freely, whereas if we 
nra the body round so that the planes of lamination 
ire at right angles to the plane of vibration of the ray, 
t cannot pass. 

That some action similar to that which it is here 
endeavoured to express in popular language does take 
place, is proved by the correctness of the results deduced 
by rigid mathematical analyses founded on this hy- 4 



There are two other conditions of the polarization of 
light-— called circular and elliptical polarization. The 
fet is produced by light when it is twice reflected from 
the second surface of bodies at their angle of maximum 
Polarization, and the second by reflexions from the sur- 
ges of metals at angles varying from 70° 45' to 78° 30'. 
The motion of the wave in the first is supposed to be 
Cffc dar > or to be that which is represented by looking 
^ong the centre of a corkscrew as it is turned round. 
At every turn of the medium effecting circular polaru 
nation the colour of the ray of light is changed after a 
^orm order. If turned m one direction, they change 
through red, orange, yellow, green, and violet; and if 
to the other direction, the colours appear in the contrary 
order. 

The variety of striking effects produced by the polari- 
sation of light; the unexpected results which have 
f prung fr om the investigation of the laws by which it 
18 regulated ; and the singular beauty of many of its 
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phenomena, have made it one of the most attractive 
subjects of modern science. 

Ordinary light passes through transparent bodies 
without producing any very striking effects in its pas- 
sage; but this extraordinary beam of light has the 
power of insinuating itself between the molecules of 
bodies, and by illuminating them, and giving them every 
variety of prismatic hue, of enabling the eye to detect 
something of the structure of the mass. The chromatic 

Shenomena of polarized light are so striking, that no 
escription can convey an adequate idea of their cha- 
racter. 

Spectra more beautiful and intense than the pris- 
matic image, — systems of rings far excelling those of 
thin plates, — and forms of the most symmetric order, are 
constantly presenting themselves, as the polarized ray is 
passed through various transparent substances; the 
path of the ray indicating whether the crystal has been 
formed round a single nucleus or axis, or whether it 
has been produced by aggregation around two axes. The 
coloured rings, and the dark or luminous crosses which 
distinguish the path of the polarized ray, are respectively 
due to different states of tension amongst the particles,, 
although those differences are so slight, that no other 
means is of sufficient delicacy to detect lie variation. 

The poetry which surrounds these, in every way^myste 
rious conditions of the solar beam, is such* that it is with 
difficulty that imagination is restrained by the stern 
features of truth. Tte uses of this peculiar property in 
great natural phenomena are not yet made known to 
us ; but, since we find on every side of us the natural 
conditions for thus separating the beam of light, and 
effecting its polarization, there must certainly be some 
most important end for which it is designed by Him 
who said, " Let there be Light." 

It must not be forgotten that we have at command 
the means of showing that the chromatic phenomena of 
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polarized light are due to atomic arrangement. By 
altering the molecular arrangement of transparent bodies, 
either by heat or by mere mechanical pressure, the un- 
equal tension or strain of the particles is at once indi- 
cated by means of the polarized ray of light and its 
rings of colour. Differences in the chemical constitu- 
tion of bodies, too slight to be discovered by any other 
node of analysis, can be most readily and certainly 
letected by this luminous investigator of the molecular 
brces.* 

Although we cannot enter into an examination of all 
le conditions involved in the polarization of, and the 
iction of matter on, ordinary light, it will be readily con- 
ceived, from what has beeen already stated, that some 
most important properties are indicated, beyond those 
rhich science has made known. 

Almost every substance in nature, in some definite 
position, appears to have the power of producing this 
shange upon the solar ray, as may be satisfactorily shown 
by examining them with a polarizing apparatus.f The 
fy at all times furnishes polarized light, which is most 
utense where it is blue and unclouded, and the point of 
maximum polarization is varied according to the relative 
xmtion of the sun and the observer. A knowledge of 
ius fact has led to the construction of a " Solar Clock," J 

* On the Application of the Laws of Circular Polarization to the 
^searches of Chemistry: by M. Biot. — Nouvelles Annates du 
duseum d'Histoire Naturelle, vol. iii„ and Scientific Memoirs, 
ol. i. p. 600. On Circular Polarization : by Dr. Leeson. — 
Memoirs of the Chemical Society. 

t In Sir David Brewster's Treatise On Optics, chap, xviii., On 
Polarization 9 the best arrangements for a polarizing apparatus will 

* found described. 

\ This beautiful application was recently made by Professor 
^heatstone, the particulars of which will be found in his interest- 
Qg communication. — On a means of determining the apparent 
totor Time by the diurnal changes of the Plane of Polarization 

* the Northern Pole of the Sky: Keport of the Eighteenth 
Meeting of the British Asspciation. 
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with which the hour can be readily determined by examin- 
ing the polari^ condition of the sky. It has been stated, 
that chemical change on the Daguerreotype plates and on 
photographic papers is more readily produced by the 
polarized than by the ordinary sunbeam.* If tins fact 
be established by future investigations, we advance a 
step towards the discovery so much desiderated of the 
part it plays in natural operations. 

The refined and accurate investigations of Dr. Fara- 
day stand prominently forward amid those which will 
redeem the present age from the charge of being super- 
ficial, and they will, through all time, be referred to as 
illustrious examples of the influence of a love of truth 
for truth's sake, in entire independence of the market- 
able value, which it has been unfortunately too much 
the fashion to regard. TJie searching examination made 
by this " interpreter of nature " into the phenomena of 
electricity in all its forms, has led him onward to trace 
what connexion, if any, existed between this great 
natural agent and the luminous principle. 

By employing that subtile analyzer, a polarized ray, 

* Om the Polarization ©/ the Chemical B*gs of Light: bj 

John Sutherland, M.D., in which the author refers to the follow- 
ing experiment of M. J. E. Beiard— " I received the chemical 
rays directed into the plane of the meridian on an unsirvered glass, 
under an incidence of 35° 61. The rays reflected hy the first glass 
were received upon a second, under the same incidence. I found 
that when this was turned towards the south, the muriate of silTer 
exposed to the invisible rays which it reflected was darkened in 
less than half an hour ; whereas, when it was turned towards tiie 
west, the muriate of silver exposed in the place where the rajs 
aught to have been reflected, was not darkened, although it was 
left exposed for two hours. It is consequently to be presumed 
that the chemical rays can undergo double refraction in traversing 
certain diaphanous bodies ; and lastly, we may say that they enjov 
the same physical properties as light in general." — Philosopfetfai 
Ifogaeine, vol. xx. 

• I>r. Leeson has stated that Daguerreotype pictures can be taken 
more readfly under the influence of polarized right, than by or&* 
nary radiation. 
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Br. Faraday has been enabled to detect and exhibit 
effects of a most startling character. He has proved 
magnetism to have the power of influencing a ray of 
light in its passage through transparent bodies. A 
polarized ray is passed through a piece of glass or a 
crystal, or along the length of a tube filled with some 
transparent fluid, and the line of its path carefully 
obsenrted ; if, irhen this is done, the solid or fluid body 
is brought under powerful magnetic influence, such as 
we have at command by making a very energetic voltaic 
current circulate around a bar of soft iron, it will be 
found that die polarized light is disturbed; that, indeed, it 
Joes not permeate the medium along the same line.* 
This eflect is most strikingly shown in bodies of the 
greatest density, and diminished in fluids, the particles 
of which are easily moveable over each other, and has 
not hitherto been observed in any gaseous medium. 

* On the Magnetization of Light, and the Illumination of Magnetic 
l***if Force: by Michael Faraday, D.C.L., F.R.S.— Philosophical 
Transactions, vol. cxxxvii.— The following remarks are to the 
point of doubt referred to in the text. — " The magnetic forces do 
not act on the ray of light directly and without the intervention of 
matter, but through the mediation of the substance in which they 
and the ray have a simultaneous existence ; the substances and 
the forces giving to and receiving from each other the power of 
acting on the light This is shown by the non-action of a vacuum, 
of air or gases, and it is also further shown by the special degree 
in which different matters possess the property. That magnetic 
force acts upon the ray of light always with the same character of 
manner, and in the same direction, independent of the different 
varieties of substance, or their states of solid or liquid, or their 
specific rotative force, shows that the magnetic force and the light 
have a direct relation; but that substances are necessary, and that 
these act in different degrees, shows that the magnetism and the 
light act on each other through the intervention of the matter* 
Beoogoising or perceiving matter pnly by its powers, and knowing 
nothing of any imaginary nucleus abstract from the idea of these 
powers, the phenomena described must strengthen my inclination 
to trust in the views I have advanced in reference to its nature." — 
Phil. Mag. vol. xxiv. 
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The question, therefore, arises, — does magnetism act 
directly upon the ray of light, or only indirectly, by pro- 
ducing a molecular change in the body through which 
the ray is passing ? This question, so important in its 
bearings upon the connexion between the great physical 
powers, will, no doubt, before long receive a satisfactory 
reply. A medium is necessary to the production of the 
result, and, as the density of the medium increases, the 
effect is enlarged : it would therefore appear to be due 
to a disturbance by magnetic force of the particle* 
which constitute the medium employed. 

Without any desire to generalize too hastily, we can- 
not but express a feeling, — amounting to a certainty in 
our own mind,: — that those manifestations of luminous 
power, connected with the phenomena of terrestrial 
magnetism, which artf so evident in all the circum- 
stances attendant upon the exhibition of Aurora Borea- 
lis, and those luminous clouds which are often seen, 
independent of the Northern Lights, that a very inti- 
mate relation exists between the solar radiations and 
that power which so strangely gives polarity to this 
globe of ours. 

In connexion with the mysterious subject of solar 
light, it is important that we should occupy a brief 
space in these pages with the phenomena of vision, which 
is so directly dependent upon luminous radiation. 

The human eye has been rightly called the " master- 
piece of divine mechanism ;" its structure is complicated, 
yet all the adjustments of its parts are as simple as 
they are perfect. The eye-ball consists of four coats. 
The cornea is the transparent coat in front of the 
globe ; it is the first optical surface, and this is attached 
to the sclerotic membrane, filling up the circular aper- 
ture in the white of the eye ; the choroid coat is a very 
delicate membrane, lining the sclerotic, and covered 
with a perfectly black pigment on the inside ; and close 
to this lies the most delicately reticulated membrane, 
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be retina, which is, indeed, an extension of the optic 
tore. These coats enclose three humours, — the aqueous, 
he vitreous, and the crystalline humours. 

The eye, in its more superficial mechanical arrange* 
aents, presents exactly the same character as a camera 
bscura, the cornea and crystalline lens receiving the 
mages of objects refracting and inverting them ; but 
tow infinitely more beautiful are all the arrangements of 
lie organ of vision than the dark chamber of Baptista 
'orta !* The humours of the eye are for the purpose 
f correcting the aberrations of light, which are so 
vident in ordinary lenses, and for giving to the whole 
11 achromatic character. Both spherical and chromatic 
berration are corrected, the latter not entirely, and by 
he agency of the cornea and the crystalline lens perfect 
mages are depicted on the retina, in a similar way to 
hose very charming pictures which present themselves 
ft the table of the camera obscura. 

The'seat of vision has been generally supposed to be 
toe retina ; but Mariotte has shown that the base of the 
Dptic nerve, which is immediately connected with the 
retina, is incapable of conveying an impression to the 
brain. The choroid coat, which lies immediately behind 
the retina, is regarded by Mariotte and Bernoulli as the 
more probable seat of vision. The retina, being trans- 
parent, offers no obstruction to the passage of the light 
onward to the black surface of the choroid coat, from 
*hich the vibrations are, in all probability, communicated 
to the retina and conveyed to the brain. Howbeit, upon 
one or the other of these delicate coats a distinct image 

* The invention of the camera obscura certainly belongs to 
Giambattista Porta, and is described in bis Magics Naturalis, sive 
de Miraculis Rerum Naturalivm, Libri Viginti ; Antwerp, 1561. 
An English translation made in 1658 exists, but I have not seen 

it. 

HooVe, in one of the earliest volumes of the Philosophical Trans- 
itions, describes as new many of the phenomena mentioned by 
Porta, and particularly the images of the dark chamber. 
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is impressed by light, and the communication made 
with the brain possibly by a vibratory action. We may- 
trace up the phenomena of vision to this point ; we may 
conceive undulations of light, differing in velocity and 
length of wave, occasioning corresponding tremors in 
the neuralgic system of the eye] but how these vibra- 
tions are to communicate correct impressions of length, 
breadth, and thickness, no one has yet undertaken to 
explain. 

It has, however, been justly said by Herschel : — 

" It is the boast of science to have been able to trace 
so far the refined contrivances of this most aAmiyailJg 
organ, not its shame to find something still concealed 
from scrutiny ; for, however anatomists may differ oa 
points of structure, or physiologists dispute on modes- of 
action, there is that in what we do understand of the 
formation of the eye, so similar, and yet so infinitely 
superior to a product of human ingenuity ; such thought, 
such care, such refinement, such advantage taken of the 
properties of natural agents used as mere mstrumente 
for accomplishing a given end, as force upon us a con- 
viction of deliberate choice and premeditated design, 
more strongly, perhaps, than any angle contrivance to 
be found whether in art or nature, and renders its study 
an object of the greatest interest."* 

Has the reader ever asked himself why it is, having 
two eyes, and consequently two pictures produced upoii 
lite tablets of vision, that we see only one object ? Ac- 
• cording to the law of visible direction, all the rays passr 
ing through the crystalline lenses converge to one point 
upon the retina, — and as the two images are coincident 
and nearly identical, they can only produce the sensation 
of one upon the brain. 

When we look at any round object, as the ornamented 
moderator lamp before us, first with one eye, and then 
with the other, we discover that, with the right eye, we 

* Herschel, On Light, — Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. 
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see most of the right-hand ride of the lamp, and with the 
left eye more of the left-hand side. These two images 
are combined, and we see an object which we know to 
be round. 

This is illustrated in a most interesting manner by 
the little optical instrument, tke Stereoscope. It consists 
either of two mirrors placed each at an angle of 45°, or 
of two semi-lenses timied with tli^ 
each other. To view its phenomena, two pictures are 
obtained by the camera obscnra on photographic paper 
of any object in two positions,, corresponding with the 
conditions of viewing it with the two eyes. By the 
mirrors or the lenses these dissimilar pictures are com- 
bined within the eye, and the vision of an actually solid 
object is produced from the pictures represented on a 
plane surface. Hence the name of the instrument; 
which signifies, Solid I see. 

Analogy is often of great value in* indicating the 
direction in which to seek for a truth ; but analogical 
evidence, unless where the resemblance is very striking, 
should be received with caritiooL Mankind are so ready 
to leap to conclusions without the labour necessary for 
a faithful elucidation of the truth, that too often a lew 
points of resemblance are seiaed upon, and an inference 
is drawn which is calculated to mislead. 

There is an idea that the phenomena of sound bear a 
relation to those of light,— that there exists a resem- 
blance between the chromatic and the diatomic scales. 
Sound, we know, is conveyed by the beating of material 
particles — the air — upon the auditory membrane of the 
ear, which have been set in motion by some distant dis- 
turbance of the medium through which it passes. light 
has been supposed to act on the optic nerve in the same 
'manner. If we imagine colour to be the result of vibra- 
tions of different velocities and lengths, we can under- 
stand that under some of these tremors, first established 
on the nerves, and through them conveyed to the brain, 
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sensations of pain or pleasure may result, in the same 
way as sharp or subdued sounds are disagreeable or 
otherwise. Intensely coloured bodies do make an im- 
pression upon perfectly blind men; and those who, 
being born blind, know no condition of light or colour, 
will point out a difference between strongly illuminated 
red and yellow media. When the eyes are closed we 
are sensible to luminous influence, and even to differ- 
ences of colour. We must consequently infer that light 
produces some peculiar action upon the system of nerves 
in general; this may or. may not be independent of the 
chemical agency of the solar radiations ; but certainly 
the excitement is not owing to any calorific influence. 
The system of .nerves in the eye is more delicately 
organized, and of course peculiarly adapted to all the 
necessities of vision. 

Thus far some analogy does appear to exist between 
light and sound; but the phenomena of the one are so 
much more refined than those of the other-MJie 
impressions being all of them of a far more complicated 
character, that we must not be led too far by the analo- 
gical . evidence in referring light, like sound, to mere 
material motion. 

It was a beautiful idea that real impressions of ex- 
ternal objects are made upon the seat of vision, and that 
they are viewed, as in a picture, by something behind 
the screen, — that these pictures become dormant, but 
are capable of being revived by the operations of the 
mind in peculiar conditions ; but we can only regard it 
as a philosophical speculation of a poetic character, the 
truth or falsehood of which we are never likely to be 
enabled to establish.* 

* " I would here observe that a consideration of many such 
phenomena (the obliteration and revival of photographic drawings) 
has led me to regard it as not impossible that the retina itself may 
be photographically impressed by strong light, and that some at 
least of the phenomena of visual spectra and secondary colours 
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That which sees will never itself be visible. The 
secret principle of sensation, — the mystery of the life 
that is in us, — will never be unfolded to finite minds. 

Numerous experiments have been made from time to 
time on the influence of light upon animal life. It has 
been proved that the excitement of the solar rays is too 
great for the healthful growth of young animals ; but, 
at the same time, it appears probable that the develop- 
ment of the functional organs of animals requires, in 
some way, the influence of the solar rays. This might, 
indeed, have been inferred from the discovery that 
animal life ceases in situations from which light is 
absolutely excluded. The instance of the Proteus of the 
Illyrian lakes may appear against this conclusion. This 
remarkable creature, is found in the deep and dark 
recesses of the calcareous rocks of Adelsburg, at Sittich ; 
and it is stated, also in Sicily, and in the Mammoth caves 
of Kentucky. Sir Humphry Davy describes the Proteus 
anguinus as " an animal to whom the presence of light 
is not essential, and who can live indifferently in air and 
in water, on the surface of the rock, or in the depths of 
the mud." The geological character of rocks, however, 
renders it extremely probable that these animals may 
have descended with the water, percolating through 
fissures from very near the surface of the ground. All 
the facts with which science has made us acquainted — 
and both natural and physical science has been labour- 
ing with most untiring industry in the pursuit of truth 
— go to prove that light is absolutely neccessary to 
organization. It is possible the influence of the solar 
radiations may extend beyond the powers of the human 
senses to detect luminous or thermic action, and that 

may arise from the sensorial perception of actual changes in pro- 
gress in the physical state of that organ itself subsequent to the 
cessation of the direct stimulant." — On the action of the Rays of 
the Solar Spectrum on Vegetable Colours, # c - : hy Sir J. F. W. 
Herschel, Bart. 
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consequently a development of animal and vegetable 
forms may occur where the human eye can detect no 
light ; and under- such conditions the Proteus may be 
produced in its cavernous abodes, and also those creatures 
which live buried deep in mud. Some farther con- 
sideration of the probable agency of light will occupy us, 
when we come to examine the phenomena of vital 
forces. 

light is essentially necessary to vegetable life; and 
to it science refers the powers which the plant possesses 
of separating carbon from the air breathed by the 
leaves, and secreting it within its tissues for the pur- 
pose of adding to its woody structure. As, however, 
we have, in the growing plant, the action of several 
physical powers exerted to different ends at the sane 
time, the remarkable facts which connect themselves 
with vegetable chemistry and physiology are deferred ftr 
a separate examination. 

THie power of the solar rays to produce m bodies that 
peculiar gleaming light which we caQ phosphorescence, 
and the curious conditions under which this phenome- 
non is sometimes apparent, independent of the sun's 
direct influence, present a very remarkable chapter in 
the science of luminous powers. 

The phosphorescence of animals is amongst the most 
surprising of nature's phenomena, and it is not the 
less so from our almost entire ignorance of the cause of 
it. Many very poetical fancies have been applied in 
description of these luminous creations ; and imagina- 
tion has found reason why they should be gifted with 
these extraordinary powers. The glow-worm lights her 
lamp to lure her lover to her bower, and the luminous 
animalcules of the ocean are employed in lighting up 
the fathomless depths where the sun's rays cannot 
penetrate, to aid its monsters in their search for prey. 
"The lamp of love — the pharos — the telegraph of the 
night, — which scintillates and marks, in the silence of 
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darkness, the spot appointed for the lover's rendezvous/'* 
is bit a pretty fiction ; for the glow-worm shines in its 
infant state, in that of the larva, and when in its aurelian 
condition. Of the dark depths of the ocean it may be 
safely affirmed that no organized creation lives or 
moves in its grave-like silence to require this fairy aid. 
Fiction has frequently borrowed her creations from 
science. In these cases science appears to have made 
free with the rights of fiction. 

The glow-worms (lampyris noctiluca), it is well known,, 
have the power of emitting from their bodies a beautiful 
pale bluish-white light, shining during the hours of 
night in the hedge-row, like crystal spheres. It appears, 
from the observations of naturalists, that these insects 
never exhibit their light without some motion of the 
body or legsjr— from this it would seem that the 
phosphorescence was dependent upon nervous action, 
regulated at pleasure by the insect ; for they certainly 
have the power of obscuring it entirely. If the glow- 
worm is crushed, and the hands or face are rubbed witk 
it, luminous streaks, similar to those produced by 
phosphorus, appear. They shine with greatly increased 
brilhancy in oxygen gas and in nitrous oxide. From 
these facts may we not infer that the process by which 
this luminosity is produced, whatever it may be, has a 
strong resemblance to that of respiration ? 

There are several varieties of flies, and three species of 
beetles of the genus Elater, which have the power of 
emitting luminous rays. The great lantern-fly of South 
America is one of the most brilliant, a single insect 
giving sufficient hght to enable a person to read. In 
Surinam a very numerous class of these insects are* 
found, which often illuminate the air in a remarkable 
manner. In some of the bogs of Ireland a worm exists, 
which gives out a bright green, light; and there are 

* Dumeril. 
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many other kinds of creatures which, under certain 
circumstances, become luminous in the dark. - This is 
always dependent upon vitality ; for all these animals, 
when deprived of life, cease to shine. 

At the same time we have many very curious 
instances of phosphorescence in dead animal and 
vegetable matter ; the lobster among the Crustacea, and 
the whiting among fishes, are striking examples; 
decayed wood also emits much light under certain con- 
ditions of the atmosphere. This development of light 
does not appear to be at all dependent upon putrefac- 
tion ; indeed, as this process progresses, the luminosity 
diminishes. We cannot but imagine that this light is 
owing, in the first place, to direct absorption by, and 
fixation within, the corpuscular structure of those bodies, 
and that it is developed by the decomposition of the 
particles under the influence of our oxygenous atmos- 
phere. 

The pale light emitted by phosphorus in the dark is 
well known ; and this is evidently only a species of slow 
combustion, a combination of the phosphorus with the 
oxygen of the air. Where there is no oxygen, phospho- 
rus will not shine ; its combustion in chlorine or iodine 
vapour is a phenomenon of a totally different character 
from that which we are now considering. This phos- 
phorescence of animal and vegetable matter has been 
regarded as something different from the slow combus- 
tion of phosphorus; but, upon examination, all the 
chemical conditions are found to be the same, and it is 
certainly due to a similar chemical change. 

The luminous matter of the dead whiting or the 
mackerel may be separated by a solution of common 
salt or of sulphate of magnesia ; by concentrating these 
solutions the light disappears ; but it is again emitted 
when tjie fluid is diluted. The entire subject is, how- 
ever, involved in the mystery of ignorance, although it 
is a matter quite within the scope of any industrious 
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observer. The self-emitted light of the carbuncle of the 
romancer is realized in these remarkable phenomena. 

The phosphorescence of some plants and flowers is 
not, perhaps, of the same order as that which belongs to 
either of the conditions we have been considering. It 
appears to be due rather to an absorption of light and 
its subsequent liberation. If a nasturtium is plucked 
during sunshine, and carried into \ dark room, the eye, 
after it has reposed for a short time, will discover the 
flower by a light emitted from its leaves. 

The following remarkable example, and an explana- 
tion of it by the poet Goethe, is instructive : — 

"On the 19th of June, 1799, late in the evening, 
when the twilight was deepening into a clear night, as I 
was walking up and down the garden with a friend, we 
very distinctly observed a flame-like appearance near 
the oriental poppy, the flowers of which are remarkable 
for their powerful red colour. We approached the place,, 
and looked attentively at the flowers, but could perceive 
nothing further, till at last, by passing and repassing 
repeatedly, while we looked side- ways on them, we suc- 
ceeded in renewing the appearance as often as we 
pleased. It proved to be a physiological phenomenon, 
and the apparent confiscation was nothing but the 
spectrum of the flower in the complementary blue-green 
colour. The twilight accounts for the eye being in a 
perfect state of repose, and thus very susceptible, and 
the colour of the poppy is sufficiently powerful in the- 
summer twilight of the longest days to act with full, 
effect, and produce a complementary image."* 

The leaves of the cenothera macrocarpa are said to 
exhibit phosphoric light when the air is highly charged 
with electricity. The agarics of the olive-grounds of 
Montpelier have been observed to be luminous at night ; 
but they are said to exhibit no light, even in darkness,. 

* Theory of Colours : by Goethe; translated by Eastlake. 
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durmg the day* The subterranean passages of the coal 
mines near Dresden are illuminated by the phospho- 
rescent light of the rhizomorpha phosphorous, a peculiar 
fungus. On the leaves of the Pindoba palm, a species 
of agaric grows which is exceedingly luminous at night ; 
and many varieties of the lichens, creeping along Hie 
roofs of caverns, lend to them an air of enchantment by 
the sfcft and clear light which they diffuse. In a small 
cave near Penryn, a luminous moss is abundant; and it 
is also found in the mines of Hesse. According to 
Heinzmann, the rhizomorpha mbterranea and mduke 
are also phosphorescent. 

It is but lately that a plant which abounds in the 
jungles in the Madura district of the East Indies was 
sent to this country, which, although dead, was 
remarkably phosphorescent; and, when in the living 
state, the light which it emitted was extraordinarily 
vivid, illuminating the ground for some distance. 
Those remarkable effects may be due, in some cases, to 
the separation of phosphuretted hydrogen from decom- 
posing matter, and, in others, to some peculiar electric 
manifestation. 

The phosphorescence of the sea, or that condition 
called by fishermen brimy, when the surface, being struck 
by an oar, or the paddle-wheels of a steamer, gives out 
large quantities of light, has been attributed to the pre- 
sence of myriads of minute insects which have the power 
of emitting light when irritated. The night-shining 
nereis ( Nereis noctUuca) emits a light of great brilliancy, 
as do several kinds of the mollusca. The nereides 
attach themselves to the scales of" fishes, and thus 
frequently render them exceedingly luminous. Some 
of the crustacese possess the same remarkable property ; 
— twelve different species of cancer were taken up by 
the naturalists of the Zaire in the Gulf of Guinea.* The 
cancer fulgens, discovered by Sir Joseph Banks, is 
* See Tuckey *fi Narrative of the Expedition of the Zaire. 
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enabled to illuminate its whole body, and emits vivid 
flashes of light. Many of the medusae also exhibit 
powerful phosphorescence.* These noctilucous creatures 
are, many of them, exceedingly minute, several thou- 
sands being found in a tea-cup of sea water. They float 
near the surface in countless myriads, and when, dis- 
turbed they give out brilliant scintillations, often leaving 
a train of light behind them.f By miscroscopic ex- 
amination no other fact has been elicited than that these 
minute beings contain a fluid which, when squeezed out, 
leaves a line of light upon the surface of water. The 
appearance of these creatures is almost invariably on the 
eve of some change of weather, which would lead us to 
suppose that their luminous phenomena must be con- 
nected with electrical excitation; and of this, the 
investigations of Mr. C Peach, of Fowey, communicated 
to the British Association at Birmingham, furnish the 
most satisfactory proofs we have as yet obtained. 

Benvenuto Cellini give a curious account of a car- 
buncle which shone with great brilliancy in the dark.} 
The same thing has been stated of the diamond ; but it 
appears to be necessary to procure these emissions of 

* Tbe most complete examination of this subject will be found 
in two Memoirs : — 

1. Experiments and observations on the light which is spontaneously 
emitted with some degree of permanency from various bodies. — PhiL 
Trans., voL xc. 

2. A continuation of the above, with tome experiments end obser- 
vations on solar light, when imbibed by Cantons phosphorus : by 
Nathaniel Hulm, M.D. — Phil. Trans., vol. xci. ; and in the Mw 
graph of the British Naked-eyed Medusa, by Professor Edward 
Forbes (published for the Bay Society). See Wilson's uote to the 
account of Penmlata phosphorea in Johnston's Zoophytes, 2nd 
edition. 

f A General Outline of the Animal Kingdom : by Thomas Eymer 
Jones, F.L.S. — AcalephaB, p. 64. Lettre a »/. Dumas sur la Phos- 
phorescence des Vers luisants: par M. Ch. Matteuoci. — Annates de 
Chimie, vol. ix. p. 71, 1843. 

I Memoirs of Benvenuto Cellini — Bohns Standard Library. See 
*ko bis Treatise on his Art as a Sculptor and Engraver. Floreaoe, 
J 568. 4to. 
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light, that the minerals should be first warmed near a 
a fire. Prom this it may be infered that the luminous 
appearance is of a similar character to that of final 
spar, and of numerous other earthy minerals, which, 
when exposed to heat, phosphoresce with great brilliancy. 
Phosphorescent glow can also be excited in similffl 
bodies by electricity, as was first pointed out by Father 
Beccaria, and confirmed by Mr. Pearaall.* These 
effects, it must be remembered, are distinct from thti 
electric spark manifested upon breaking white sugar in( 
the dark, or scratching sulphuret of zinc. 

In the instances adduced there is not necessarily anj^ 
exposure to the sunshine required. It is probable thai 
two, if not three, distinct phenomena are concerned in 
the cases above quoted, and that all of them are distinct 
from animal phosphorescence, or the luminous appear- 
ance of vegetables. They, however, certainly prove, 
either that light is capable of becoming latent, or that it 
is only a condition of matter, in which it may be made 
manifest by any disturbance of the molecular forces- 

* Phosphorescence of the Diamond: by M. Reiss (Kevue Scien- 
tifique et Industrielle, vol. xxiii. p. 185). — " The diamond, phos- 
phorescent by insulation, lost rapidly its phosphorescence when 
submitted to the action of the red rays of the solar spectrum. 
On the contrary, the blue rays are those which render the diamond 
the most luminous in the dark. It is probable that the phospho- 
rescence produced by heat is equally diminished by the action of 
the red rays of the solar spectrum." Giovanni Battista Beccaria 
published his experiments in 1769. See Priestley's History of 
Electricity ; and On the Effects of Electricity upon Minerals which 
are Phosphorescent by Heat ; and Further Experiments on the com- 
munication of Phosphorescence and Colour to bodies of Electricity', 
by Thomas f. Pearsall. — Journal of the Jtoyal Institution of 
Great Britain, Oct. 1830, Feb. 1831.— These two memoirs contain 
the most complete set of experiments on this subject which have 
yet been made; see Placidus Heinrich, Phosphorescent der Korper, 
vol. iv. ; Gmelin's Handbuch der Chemie, part 1. ; — On the Phos 
phorescence of Minerals , Brewster : Edinburgh Philosophical 
Journal, vol. i. p. 137.; — The Aerial Noctiluca % or some New 
Phenomena, and a process of a factitious self shining substance .- 
Boyle's Works, vol. iv. 
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We have, in answer to this, very distinct evidence that 
some bodies do derive this property from the solar rays. 
Canton's phosphorus, which is a sulphuret of calcium, 
will, having been exposed to the sun, continue luminous 
for some time after it is carried into the dark ; as will 
also the Bolognian stone, — a sulphuret of barium. This 
result appears to be due to a particular class of the solar 
rays ; for it has been found, if these sulphurets, spread 
smoothly on paper, are exposed to the influence of the 
nlar spectrum for some little time, and thai examined 
in the dark, that luminous spaces appear, exactly cor- 
responding with the most refrangible rays, or those 
which excite chemical change; and one very remarkable 
bet must not be forgotten — the dark rays of the spec- 
tram beyond the violet produce a lively phosphorescence, 
which is extinguished by the action of the rays of least 
rcfrangibility, or the heat rays — whilst artificial heat, 
rack as a warm iron, produces a very considerable 
elevation of the phosphorescent effect.* It is not impro- 
bable, that the fluorescent rays of Mr. Stokes may be 
materially concerned in producing the phenomena of 
phosphorescence : experiments are, however, required to 
prove this. 

In these allied phenomena we have effects which are 
evidently dependent upon several dissimilar causes. 
The phosphorescence of the living animal is due, with- 
out doubt, to nervous excitation : tint of the living 
vegetable to solar luminous influence ; and in the case 
of the mosses of caverns, &c. to the chemical agency of 
the sun's rays, which appears to be capable of con- 
duction. In the dead organic matter we have a purely 
chemical action developing the light, and in the inor~ 

* Dm Effets jtrodmU sur Its corps yar i$s Buyms Soimtm: 
par Id . EdmoDdltecquereL— Annates de Chimie, vol. ix. u. 257. 

\m. 

M. Becquerel has applied the term phosphorogtniyite to those^ 
rays producing phosphdrescen.ee. - 

M 
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. ganic bodies we have peculiar molecular constitution, by 
. which an absorption of light appears to take place. 

The subject is one of the greatest difficulty; the 
torch of science is too dim to enable us to see the causes 
at. work in producing these marvellous effects. The 
investigation leads, to a certain extent, to the elucida- 
tion of many of the secrets of luminous action ; and the 
determination of the question, whether light is an 
emanation from the sun, or only a subtile principle 
diffused through all matter, which is excited by solar 
influence, is intimately connected with the inquiry. 

It has been stated that matter is necessary to the 
development of light ; that no luminous effect would be 
produced if it were not for the presence of matter* Of 
this we not only have no proof, but such evidence as we 
have is against the position. There is no loss of light in 
the most perfect vacuum we can produce by any artificial 
means, which should be the case if matter was concerned 
in the phenomena of light, as a cause. 

Colour is certainly a property regulated by material 
bodies ; or rather, the presence of matter is necessary to 
the production of colour. Chlorine gas is a pale yellow, 
and nitrous vapour a yellowish red. These and one or 
two other vapours, which are near the point of con- 
densation into fluids, are the only coloured gaseous or 
vaporiform bodies. The sky is blue, because the 
material particles of the atmosphere reflect bade the 
blue rays. But we have more practical illustrations 
than this. The flame of hydrogen burning with oxygen 
gives scarcely any light ; allow it to impinge on lime, a 
portion of which is carried off by the heat of the flame, 
■and the most intense artificial light with which we are 
acquainted is produced. Hydrogen gas alone gives a 
flame in which nearly all but the blue rays are wanting : 
place a brush of steel or asbestos in it, and many of the 
other rays are at once produced. An argand lamp, and 
more particularly the lamp in which camphine— -a 
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purified turpentine, — is burnt, gives a flame which emits 
most of the rays found in sunlight. Spirit of wine 
mixed with water, warmed and ignited, gives only yellow 
rays ; add nitrate of strontian and they become red ; but 
nitrate of barytes being mixed with the fluid, they are 
changed to green and yellow ; salts of copppr afford fine 
blue rays, and common salt intense yellow ones. Many 
of these coloured rays and others can be produced in 
great power by the use of various solid bodies introduced 
into flame. This has not been sufficiently pointed out 
by authors ; but it is clear from experiments that light 
requires the presence of matter to enable it to diffuse its 
coloured glories. How is it that the oxygen and 
hydrogen flame gives so little light, and with a solid 
body present, pours forth such a flood of brilliancy? 

The production of artificial light by electrical and 
chemical agencies will necessarily find some consideration 
under their respective heads. There are numerous 
phenomena which connect themselves with luminous 
power, or appear to do so, which, in the present state of 
our knowledge, cannot come immediately under our 
attention. We are compelled to reserve our limited 
space for those branches of science which we are enabled 
to connect with the great natural operations constantly 
going on around us. Many of these more abstruse 
results will, however, receive some incidental notice 
when we come to examine the operation of the combined 
physical forces on matter. 

We see in light a principle which, if it has not its 
source in the sun, is certainly dependent upon that 
luminary for its* manifestations and powers. From that 
"fountain of light" we find this principle travelling to 
us at a speed which almost approaches the quickness of 
thought itself; yet by the refinements of science we 
have been enabled to measure its velocity with the 
utmost accuracy. The immortal poet of our own land 
and language, in his creations of Ariel, that "tricksy 
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spirit," who could creep like music upon the waters, and 
of the fantastic Puck, who could girdle the earth in 
thirty minutes, appears to have approached to the 
highest point to which mere imagination could carry the 
human mind as to the powers of things ethereal. 
Science has, since then, shown to man that this " spirit, 
fine spirit," was a laggard in his tasks, and a gross piece 
of matter, when compared with the subtile essences 
which man, like a nobler Prosper©, has now subdued to 
do him service. 

Light is necessary to life ; the world was a dead 
chaos before its creation, and mute disorder would again 
be the consequence of its annihilation. Every charm 
which spreads itself over this rolling globe is directly 
dependent upon luminous power. Colours, and pro- 
bably, forms, are the result of light ; certainly the con- 
sequence of solar radiations. We know much of the 
mysterious influences of this great agent, but we know 
nothing of the principle itself. The solar beam has 
been tortured through prismatic glasses and natural 
crystals ; every chemical agent has been tried npon it, 
every electrical force in the most excited state brought 
to bear upon its operations, with a view to the discovery 
of the most refined of earthly agencies ; but it has passed 
through every trial without revealing its secrets, and 
even the effects which it produces in its path are unex- 
plained problems, still to tax the intellect of man. 

Every animal and every plant alike proclaim that life 
and health are due to light ; and even the crystallizing 
forms of inorganic matter, by bending towards it, con- 
fess its all-prevailing sway. Prom the sun to each 
planet revolving around that orb, and to the remotest 
stars which gleam through the vast immensity of heaven, 
we discover this power still in its brightness, giving 
beauty and order to these unnumbered creations, no 
less completely than to this small island of the universe 
which we call our Earth. Through every form of matter 
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•we can mark its power, and from all, we can, under cer- 
tain conditions, evoke it in lustre and activity. Over all 
and through all light spreads its ethereal force, and mani- 
fests, in all its operations, powers which might well exalt 
the mind of Plato to the idea of an omniscient and omni- 
present God. Science, with her Ithuriel wand, has, how- 
ever, shown that light is itself the effect of a yet more 
exalted cause, which we cannot reach. 

Indeed, the attentive study of the fine abstractions of 
science lifts the mind from the grossness of matter, step 
by step, to the refinements of immateriality, and there 
appear, shadowed out beyond the physical forces which 
man can test and try, other powers still ascending, until 
ihey reach the Source of every good and every perfect 
Sift. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ACTINISM — CHEMICAL KADIATIONS. 

The Sun-ray and its Powers— Darkening of Horn Silver— 
Niepce's Discovery — Prismatic Spectrum — Refrangibility of 
Light, Heat, and Actinism — Daguerre's Discovery — Photo 
graphy — Chemical Effects produced by Solar Radiations- 
Absorption of Actinism — Phenomena of the Daguerreotype 
— Chemical Change produced upou all Bodies— Power of 
Matter to restore its Condition — Light protects from Che» 
mical Change — Photographs taken in Darkness — Chemical 
Effects of Light on organized Forms— Chemical Effects of 
Solar Heat — Influence of Actinism on Electricity — Radia- 
tions in Darkness— Moser's Disooveries, &o. 

Heat and light are derived from the sun, and we have 
attempted to show, not only that the phenomena of 
these two principles are different, but that *hey can 
scarcely, in the present condition of our knowledge, be 
regarded as modified manifestations of one superior 
power. Associated with these two remarkable elements, 
others may exist in the solar rays. Electrical pheno- 
mena are certainly developed by both heat and light, 
and peculiar electric changes are produced by exposure 
to sunshine. Electricity may be merely excited by the 
solar rays, or it may flow like light from the sun. 
Chemical action may be only due to the disturbance of 
some diffused principle ; or it may be directly owing to 
some agency which is radiated at once from the sun. 

A sun ray is a magical thing : we connect it in our 
fancy with the most ethereal of possible creations. Yet 
in its action on matter it produces colour ; it separates 
the particles of solid masses farther from each other. 
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and it breaks up some of the strongest forces of chemi- 
cal affinity. To modern science is entirely due the 
knowledge we have gained of the marvellous powers of 
the sunbeam ; and it has rendered us familiar with 
phenomena, to which the incantation scenes of the 
Cornelius Agrippas of the dark ages were but ill-con- 
trived* delusions, and their magic mirrors poor instru- 
ments. The silver tablets of the photographic artist 
receiving fixed impressions of the objects represented in 
the dark chamber by -a lens, are far superior as ex- 
amples of natural magic. 

In the dark ages, or rather as the earliest gleams of 
the bright morning of inductive research were dis- 
pelling the mists of that phantom-peopled period, it was 
observed, for the first time, that the sun's rays turned a 
white compound black. Man must have witnessed, long 
before, that change which is constantly taking place in 
all vegetable colours : some darkening by exposure to 
sunlight, while others were bleached by its influence. 
Yet those phenomena excited no attention, and the 
world knew nothing of the mighty changes which were 
constantly taking place around them. The alchemists 
— sublime pictures of credulous humanity — toiling in 
the smoke of their secret laboratories, waiting and 
watching for every change which could be produced by 
fire, or by their "royal waters," caught the first faint 
ray of an opening truth ; and their wild fancy, that 
fight could change silver into gold, if they but succeeded 
111 getting its subtile beams to interpenetrate the metal, 
*as the clue afforded to the empirical philosopher to 
guide him through a more than Cretan labyrinth.* 

* See Researches on Light, by tbe Author. — Keference to any of 
we works of the alchemists will prove the prevalence of the idea 
^pressed in the text. We find that gold was considered to be 
always under the influence of light and solar heat.—" It is said of 
S°W that it waxeth cold 'towards daylight, insomuch that they who 
V€ar rings of it may perceive when the day is ready to dawn." — 
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The first fact recorded upon this point was, that horn, 
silver blackened when exposed to the light. Without 
doubt many anxious thoughts were given by these 
alchemists to that fact. Here was, as it appeared, a 
mixing up of light and matter, and behold the 
striking change ! It was a step towards the realization 
of their dreams. Alas ! poor visionaries ! in pursuing 
an ideality they lost the reality which was within their 
grasp. 

Truths come slowly upon man, and long it is before 
these angel visits are acknowledged by humanity. The 
world dings to its errors, and avoids the truth, lest its 
light should betray their miserable follies. 

At length a man of genius announced that "No sub- 
stance can be exposed to the sun's rays without under- 
going a chemical change;" but his words fell idly upon the 
ear. His friends looked upon his light-produced pictures 
as singular ; they preserved them in their cabinets of 
curiosities; but the truths which he enunciated ware 
soon forgotten. Howbeit his words were recorded, and 
it is due to the solitary experimentalist of Chalons on 
the Saone, to' couple the name of Niepce with the dis- 
covery of a fact which is scarcely second, to the develop- 
ment of the great law of universal gravitation.* But 
an examination awaits us, which, for its novelty, has 
more charms than most branches of science, and which, 
for the extensive views it opens to the inquirer, has an 
interest in nowise inferior to any other physical investi- 
gation. 

The prismatic spectrum affords us the means of ex* 
amining the conditions of the solar rays with great 

Speculum Mundi, or a Glass representing the face of the World. 
Cambridge, 1643. 

* Daguerre's Report to the Academy of Sciences : La Daguer- 
reotype Historique, el description des proddis du Daguerreotype et 
du Diorama (Paris, 1839) ; particularly the description of Helio- 
graph*, by M. Niepce. See also the letters by Niepce, published 
for the first time in Researches on Light. 



d by Google 



THE SOLAX VOBCBS. 169 

laeiKty. In bending the ray of white light out of its 
path, by means of a triangular piece of glass, we divide 
it in a remarkable manner. We learn that heat is less 
refracted by the glass than the other powers ; we find 
the maximum point of the calorific rays but slightly 
thrown out of the right line, which the solar pencil would 
tare taken, had it not been interrupted by the prism ; 
md the thermic action is found to diminish with much 
regularity on either side of this line. We discover that . 
the luminous power is subject to greater refraction, and 
that its maximum lies considerably above that of heat; 
and that, in like manner, on each side the light 
ihminishes, producing orange, red, and crimson colours 
bdow the maximum point, and green, blue, and violet 
fcWe it. Again, we find that the radiations which 
produce chemical change are more refrangible than 
either of the others, and the maximum of tins power is 
found at the point where light rapidly diminishes, and 
*here scarcely any heat can be detected : it extends in 
Wl activity, above its maximum, to a considerable dis- 
tance, where no trace of light under ordinary conditions 
ex ista, and below that point, until light, appearing to 
act as an interfering agent, quenches its peculiar pro- 
perties. These are strong evidences that light and 
wtorimnr — as this principle has been named — are not 
identical : and we may separate them most easily and 
effectually from each other. Certain glasses, stained 
dark blue, with oxide of cobalt, admit scarcely any 
hght; but they offer no interruption to the passage of 
ac&usm or the chemical rays; on the contrary, a pure 
J*ow glass, or a yellow fluid, which does not sensibly 
f^ace the intensity of any one colour of the chromatic 
^d of luminous rays, completely cuts off this chemical 
Principle, whatever it may be. In addition to these, 
there are other results which we shall have to describe, 
*Wch prove that, although associated in the solar beam, 
W and actinism are in constant antagonism. 
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When Daguerre first published his great discovery, 
the European public regarded his metal tablets with 
feelings of wonder : we have grown accustomed to the 
beautiful phenomena of this art, and we have become 
acquainted with, a number of no less beautiful processes 
on paper, all of which, if studied aright, must convince 
the most superficial thinker, that a world of wonder lies 
a little beyond our knowledge, but within the reach of 
. industrious and patient research. Photography is the 
name by which the art of sun-painting will be for ever 
known. We regard this as unfortunate, conveying as it 
does a false idea, — the pictures not being Hght-drawn. 
Could we adopt the name given by Niepce to the pro- 
cess, the difficulty would be avoided, since Heliography 
involves no hypothesis, and strictly tells the undeniable 
truth, that our pictures are sun-drawn. That pictures 
can be produced by the rays from artificial sources, 
presents no objection to this ; these rays were still 
originally derived from the sun. 

By whatever name we determine to convey our 
ideas of these phenomena, it is certain that they involve 
a series of effects which are of the highest interest to 
every lover of nature, and of the utmost importance to 
the artist and the amateur. By easy manipulation we 
are now enabled to give permanence to the charming 
pictures which are produced by means of that pleasing 
invention of Baptista Porta, the Camera Obscura. Any 
image, which being refracted by the lens of this instru- 
ment falls upon the table in its dark chamber, may be 
secured with its most delicate gradations of shadows, 
upon either a metallic or a paper tablet. 

But let us proceed to the examination of a few of the 
more striking phenomena of these chemical changes. 
To commence with some of the more simple but no less 
important results. 

Chlorine and hydrogen will not* unite in darkness, 
nor will chlorine and carbonic oxide ; but, if either of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHEMICAL CHANGES. 171 

those gaseous mixtures is exposed to sunshine, they 
combine rapidly, and often with explosion. A solution 
of the sulphate of iron in ordinary water may be pre- 
served for a long time in the dark without undergoing 
any change ; expose it to the sunshine, and a precipita- 
tion of oxide of iron is very rapidly produced. The 
mineral chameleon, the manganesiate of potash in solu- 
tion, is almost instantly decomposed in daylight ; but it 
is a long time before it undergoes any change in, dark- 
ness. The same thing occurs with a combination of 
platinum and lime : indeed, it appears that precipi- 
tation is at all times, and under all circumstances, 
accelerated by the solar rays. As these precipitations 
are in exact agreement with the quantity of actinic 
radiation to which the solutions have been exposed, we 
may actually weigh off the relative quantities, represent- 
ing in grains the equivalent numbers to the amount of 
actinism which has influenced the chemical compound.* 

* " If a solution of peroxalate of iron be kept in a dark place, 
or if it be exposed to 212' of Fahr. for several hours, it does not 
undergo any sensible change in its physical properties, nor does it 
exhibit any phenomenon which may be considered as the result of 
any elementary action. 

" If, however, it be exposed to the influence of solar light in 
a glass vessel provided with a tube, the concentrated solution of 
oxalate of iron soon presents a very interesting phenomenon : in 
a short time the solution receiving the solar rays, developes an 
infinite number of bubbles of gas, which rise in the liquor with 
increasing rapidity, and give the solution the appearance of ft 
syrup undergoing strong fermentation. This ebullition always 
liecomes stronger, and almost tumultuous, when an unpolished' 
glass tube is immersed in it with a small piece of wood ; the- 
liquid itself is afterwards thrown into ascending and descending- 
currents, becomes gradually yellowish, turbid, and eventually 
precipitates protoxalate of iron, in the form of small brilliant 
crystals of a lemon-yellow colour, gas continuing to evolve."" 
Chemical action of light and formation of Humboldtine by it; 
Phil. Mag., 1832, second series. — "When a solution of plati- 
num in nitro-muriatic acid, in which the excess of acid has been 
neutralized by the addition of lime, and which has been well cleared 
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We have evidence which appears to prove that thto 
Chemical agent may be absorbed by simple bodies, and 
that by this absorption an actual change of condition is 
produced, in many respects analogous to those allotropic 
changes which we have previously considered. Chlorine, 
in its ordinary state, does not combine with hydrogen in 
the dark. If we employ the yellow medium of chloric 
gas, for the purpose of analyzing the sun's rays pre- 
viously to their falling upon some chemical compound 
which is sensitive to actinic power, we shall find that 
the chlorine obstructs all this actinism, and, however 
unstable the compound, it remains unchanged. But the 
chlorine gas which has interrupted this wonderful agent, 
appears to have absorbed it, and it is so far altered into 
constitution that it will unite with hydrogen in the 
dark** In like manner, if, of two portions of the same 
solution of sulphate of iron, one is kept in the dark and 
the other exposed to the sunshine, it will be found teat 
the solution which has been exposed will precipitate 
gold and silver from their combinations much more 

by filtration, is mixed with lime-water in the dark, no precipita- 
tion to any considerable extent takes place for a long while,— 
indeed, none whatever, though after very long standing a slight 
•flocky sediment is formed, after which the action is arte6 ^ 
-entirely. But if the mixture, either freshly made or when cleared 
by subsidence of this sediment, is exposed to sunshine, it in- 
stantly becomes milky, and a copious formation of a white preci- 
pitate (or a pale yellow one, if the platinic solution be in excess) 
takes place, which subsides quickly and is easily collected. Tltf 
same takes place more slowly in cloudy daylight. — On the «***J* 
of light in determining the precipitation of Muriate of Platinum ty 
Lime water ; being an extract from a letter from Sir John F. "• 
Herschel, K.H., F.R.S., &c, to Dr. Daubeny.— PhiL Mag. 1832. 
* On a change produced by Exposure to the Beams of the Sun, 
in the properties of an elementary substance, by Professor Draper; 
On the changes which bodies undergo in the dark, by Robert Hunt .: 
Report of the Thirteenth Meeting of the British Association, vol 
xii, — Description of the Tithonometer, an instrument for measurix? 
the chemical force of the Indigo-tithonic rays: by J. W. Draper, 
M.D.— Philosophical Magazine, Dec. 1843, vol. xxiiL 
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speedOj than that which has been preserved in darkness 
—the temperature and every other condition being the 
same. 

The phenomena of the Daguerreotype involve many 
strange conditions. A plate of silver, on which a slight 
chemical action has been established by the use of iodine, 
is exposed to the lenticular image in the camera 
)b8cura. If allowed to remain under the influence of 
these radiations for a sufficient length of time, a faithful 
picture of the illuminated objects is delineated on the 
plate, as shown by the visible decomposition and darken- 
ing of the iodized surface. The plate is not, however, 
in practice allowed to assume this condition ; after an 
exposure of a few seconds the radiant influence is cut 
off, and the eye cannot detect any evidence of change 
upon the yellow plate. It is now exposed to the vapour 
of mercury, and that metal in a state of exceedingly fine 
division is condensed upon the plate ; but the conden- 
sation is not uniformly spread upon its face. The 
deposit of mercurial vapour is in exact proportion to the 
amount 'of chemical action produced. Is the change, 
by which this peculiar power of condensation is effected, 
a chemical, calorific, electrical, or merely a molecular 
one? The evidences, at present, are not sufficient to 
determine the question. It has lately been suggested, 
that the mercury acts chemically only, and effects the 
fall decomposition of the iodide of silver; and that the 
picture is due to this, and not to the deposition actually 
of the mercury vapour. In all probability we have the 
involved action of several forces. We have some ex- 
periments which show, clearly enough, that mercury is 
deposited in proportions which correspond with the 
intensity of solar action. A chemically prepared surface 
is not necessary to exhibit this result. A polished 
plate of metal, of glass, of marble, or a piece of painted 
^ood, being partially exposed, will, when breathed upon, 
<* presented to the action of mercurial vapour, show 
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that a disturbance lias been produced upon the portions 
which were illuminated, whereas no change can be 
detected upon the parts which were kept in the dark. 
It was thought, until lately, that a few chemical com- 
pounds, such as the iodide of silver, the material em- 
ployed in the Daguerreotype and Calotype, — chloride of 
silver, the ordinary photographic agent, — a few salts of 
gold, and one or two of lead and iron, were the only ! 
materials upon which these very remarkable changes, 
were produced. We now know that it is impossible to 
expose any body, simple or compound, to the sun's rays, | 
without its being influenced by this chemical and mole- 
cular disturbing power. To take our examples from 
inorganic nature, the granite rock which presents its 
uplifted head in firmness to the driving storm, the stones 
which genius has framed into forms of architectural 
beauty, or the metal which is intended to commemorate 
the great acts of man, and which in the human form 
proclaims the hero's deeds and the artist's talent, axe ! 
all alike destructively acted upon during the hours of 
sunshine, and, but for provisions of nature no less 
wonderful, would soon perish under the delicate touch 
of the most subtile of the agencies of the universe. 

Niepce was the first to show that all bodies which | 
underwent this change during daylight possessed the j 
power of restoring themselves to their original con* 
ditions dining the hours of night, when this excitement 
was no longer influencing them. Resins, the Daguer- 
reotype plate, the unprepared metal tablet, and numerous 
photographic preparations, prove this in a remarkable 
manner.* 

* For several illustrations of this remarkable phenomenon, see 
On the Action of the Rays of the Solar Spectrum on Vegetable 
Colours, and on some new Photographic Processes ; by Sir John F. 
W. Herschel, Bart, K.H., F.R.S.— Phil. Trans. June, 1842, vol. 
exxxiii.; On certain improvements on Photographic Processes 
described in a forrntr communication, and on the Par a thermic Rags 
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The picture which we receive to-day, unless we adopt 

some method of securing its permanency, fades away 

before the morrow, and we try to restore it in vain. 

With some of our chemical preparations this is very 

remarkably shown, but by none in so striking a manner 

as by paper prepared with the iodide of platinum, which, 

being impressed with an image by heliographic power, 

which is represented by dark brown tints, restores itself 

in the dark, in a few minutes, to its former state of a 

yellow colour, and recovers its sensibility to sunshine.* 

The inference we alone can draw from all the evidences 

which the study of actino-chemistry affords, is, that the 

hours of darkness are as necessary to the. inorganic 

ereatkm as we know night and sleep to be to the organic 

kingdom. But we must not forget that there does exist 

in the solar rays a balance of forces which materially 

modifies the amount of disturbing influence exerted by 

tkem on matter. Not only do we find that the chemical 

action is not extended over the whole length of the 

prismatic spectrum, but we discover that over spaces, 

which correspond with the maximum points of light and 

heat, a protective action is exerted. That is, that 

highly sensitive photographic agents, which blacken 

rapidly under exposure to diffused daylight, are entirely 

protected from change in full sunshine, if at the same 

time as a strong light is thrown upon them by reflection, 

the yellow and extra red rays are brought to bear upon 

their surface. Not only so, but by employing media 

which will cut off all the chemical rays of the spectrum, 

admitting freely at the same time the luminous and 

calorific rays, we find that a protected band, the length 



of the Solar Spectrum ; by Sir John F. W. Herschel, Bart, K.H., 
F.R.S,, &c., in a letter addressed to S. Hunter Christie.— Phil. 
Trans. 1843, vol cxxxiv. 

* Sir J. F. W. Herschel ; see also Researches on Light, by the 
Author. 
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of tike spectrum, remains white, whilst every 
portion has blackened.* 

Among the many curious instances of natural magic 
none are more remarkable than an experiment not long 
since proposed, by which Daguerreotype pictures maj 
be taken in absolute darkness to the human eye. Tku 
is effected in the following maimer : — A large prismatk 
spectrum is thrown upon a lens fitted into one side of i 
dark chamber; and as we know that the actinic power 
resides in great activity beyond the violet ray, whew 
there is no light, the only rays which we allow to pass 
the lens into the chamber are those which are extra- 
spectral and non-luminous. These are directed upozi 
any white object, and from that object radiated upon a 
highly sensitive plate in a camera obscura. Thus a 
copy of the subject will be obtained by the agency of 
radiations which produce no sensible effect upon the 
optic nerve. This experiment is the converse of Awe 
which show us that we 'may illuminate any object with 
the strongest sun-light which has passed through 
yellow glass, the yellow solution of sulphuret of calcium, 
or of the bichromate of potash — these being non- 
transparent to the chemical rays — and yet fail to 
secure any Daguerreotype copy of it, even upon 
the most exquisitely sensitive plate. Indeed, the 
image of the sun itself, when setting through an 
atmosphere which reduces its light to a red or rich 
yellow colour, not only produces no chemical change, 
but protects an iodized plate from it ; and whilst erery 
other part of the tablet gives a picture of surrounding 
objects in the ordinary character, the bright sun itself 
is represented by a spot upon which no change hss 

* Attention has been directed to the protecting action of certain 
rays of the spectrum by Sir John Herschel and others. See the 
Eighteenth Report of the British Association for an experiment 
by the Author, in which it was proved that all the light rajs pro- 
tected photographic papers from chemical change, and, therefore, 
convincingly show that light and actinism were not similar powers. 
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taken place.* In tropical climes, where a brilliant sun 
is giving the utmost degree of illumination to all sur- 
rounding objects, ail photographic preparations are 
acted upon relatively more slowly than in the climate of 
England, where the Kght is leds intense. As a remark- 
able instance of this feet, a circumstance may be 
mentioned, which is curiously illustrative of the power 
of light to interfere with actinism: — 

A gentleman, well acquainted with the Daguerreo- 
type process, obtained in the city of Mexico all the 
necessary apparatus and chemicals, expecting, under the 
bright Kght and cloudless skies of that climate, to pro- 
duce pictures of superior excellence. Failure upon 
failure was the result; and although every care was 
used, and every precaution adopted, it was not until the 
Tainy season set in that he could secure a good Daguer- 
reotype of any of the buildings of that southern city. 

•Hbe first attempts, which were made at the instigation 
of M. Arago, by order of the French Government, to 
copy the Egyptian tombs and temples, and Hie remains 
of the Aztecs in Central America, were failures. 
Although the photographers employed succeeded to 

• " Having noticed, one densely foggy day, that the disc of the 
^n was of a deep red colour, I directed my apparatus towards it 
After ten seconds of exposure, I put the prepared plate in the 
mercury box, and I obtained a round image perfectly black ; — the 
sun had produced no photogenic effect. In another experiment, 
I left the plate operating for twenty minutes ; the sun had passed 
over a certain space of the plate, and there resulted an image seven 
or eight times the sun's diameter in length; it was black through- 
out, so that it was evident, wherever the red disc of the sun had 
passed, not only was there a want of photogenic action, but the 
ied rays had destroyed the effect produced previous to the sun's 
passage. I repeated these experiments during several days 
successively, operating with a sun of different tints of red and 
yellow. These different tints produced nearly the same effect; 
wherever the sun had passed, there existed a black band." — Mr. 
(laudet, On different properties of Solar Radiation, modified by 
coloured glass media, $u : Phil Trans. 184T. Part 2. 

N 
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admiration in Paris, in producing pictures in a fen 
minutes, they found often that an exposure of an horn 
was insufficient under the bright and glowing illumine 
tion of a southern sky. 

Experiments with the spectrum have been made ii 
different latitudes, and it is found, that, as we proceed 
towards the equator, a band which is always kfl 
unchanged, corresponding exactly with the rays ol 
•greatest illuminating power, regularly enlarges in size, 
thus proving the increase of light over actinism — anil 
the interfering power of the former. 

By increasing the sensibility of the photographic pre- 
paration, this difficulty is overcome, and particularly 
when any organic compound enters into the preparation. 
So that we are now enabled to copy nature in all her 
varying moods, whether we employ our photographic 
tablets in temperate Europe, or in tropical Africa. 

The degree of sensibility which has been attained is 
remarkable. Mr. Fox Talbot, by uniting a process 
devised by Dr. Woods, of Parsonstown, and another 
which was first introduced by the author of this volume, 
and combining them with an ether, obtains a most 
unstable compound, which he thus employs. A gla* 
plate is covered with albumen united with the abova 
solution, and then with nitrate of silver : this forms tta 
sensitive surface. The plate being placed in the dark, 
in a camera, it is so adjusted that the image of « 
printed bill fixed upon a wheel may fall upon it whea 
uncovered, and the wheel illuminated. The wheel i« 
made to revolve with the utmost rapidity, in a perfectly 
dark room, and the sensitive plate uncovered. Then 
the whirling bill is illuminated for an inappreciably short 
space of time by the discharge of a Leyden ]#• 
Notwithstanding the rapid rate at which the printe" 
paper is moving, and the instantaneous nature of tho 
illumination — a miniature flash of lightning — the bill # 
found to be copied with unfailing fidelity upon the 
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photographic plate. It unfortunately happens, that the 
preparation by which this extraordinary degree of 
sensibility is obtained, is very uncertain in its action — 
and hence it is not generally useful ; but here we hare 
the evidence to show that at a speed as rapid as that of 
a rifle-ball an impression may be made upon a photo- 
graphic plate. There are, however, some new processes 
which promise eventually to rival the above for sen- 
sibility, and to be by no means of difficult manipulation* 
Of this character ' is the collodion process. The 
gun cotton dissolved in ether possesses some very great 
accelerating properties, and in combination with the 
silver salts, and one of the vegetable acids, it forms a 
sensitive surface upon which pictures may be obtained 
in less than a second of time. 

Colour, natural colour too, has been very decidedly 
secured. The sun has been solicited to display his 
palette, and the answer has been a picture in which 
colour for colour in all their fidelity have been impressed. 
The plate upon which this result has been obtained is 
of a dark brown colour, and the chromatic variety is, as 
it were, eaten out by the solar rays. These colours 
have not yet been permanently fixed upon the plate 
employed, but from the temporary degree of fixedness 
which has been obtained, we may fairly hope that in a 
short time colour may be rendered as permanent on the 
productions of the photograper as on those of the 
painter. It is a curious and striking fact, that in the 
preparation of these plates, salts are used which give 
colours to flame ; and according to the colour which 
^ produced by them when burning, so, on the photogra- 
phic plate, is that colour impressed with greater 
intensity than the others. To what is this leading us ? 
Mysteries surround our advances on the domain of 
fruth. We dare not speculate upon them : the time of 
their full development will arrive. 

By the aid of this beautiful art, we arc enabled to' 
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preserve the lineaments of those who have benefitted 
their race by their intellect, or their heroism. We can 
hand down to future ages portraits of our own Welling- 
ton, and the illustrious Arago, unerring in their truth- 
fulness* How great would be the joy of all, could we 
now obtain a daguerreotype portrait of a Greek poet, 
or of a Roman philosopher, of a Sophocles, or of a 
Seneca ! How much discussion would be prevented did 
we possess a calotype portrait of the Bard of Avon, or of 
the Philosopher of Grantham ! 

By the agency of those very rays which give life and 
brilliancy to the laughing eye and the roseate cheek, 
we can at once correctly trace the outline of the . 
features we admire, with all those shadowy details which 
give a reality to the " presentment." The objects of 
otfr love may be for ever present with us in these self- 
painted pictures. The vicious, whom we would avoid, 
may be made known to us by this unerring painter. The 
process which nature employs is perfect ; the imperfec- 
tions are those of man, and these being few, he may soon 
learn to remedy. 

To the traveller, how valuable are the processes 
of photography ! He secures representations of those 
remains of temples which were in their glory when 
Moses wrote. He copies by one operation a tomb at 
Karnac, covered with myriads of hieroglyphics, or an 
inscribed stone in Arabia, which it would occupy him 
days to trace. These he can carry to his home and 
read at his leisure. The relics of hoar antiquity speak- 
ing to the present of the past, and recording the 
histories of races which have fleeted away like shadows, 
are thus preserved to tell their wondrous tales. 

The admirer of nature may copy her arrangements 
with the utmost fidelity. Every modulation of the 
.landscape, each projecting rock or beetling tor — the 
sinuous river in its rapid flow — the meandering stream, 
"gliding like happiness away;" and the spreading 



d by Google 



OF THE LUMINOUS RAYS. 181 

plains over which are scattered the homes of honest 
industry and domestic peace, intermingled with the 
towers of those humble temples in which simple-hearted 
piety delights to " bow the head and bend their knee ;" 
these, all of these, may, by the sunbeam which illumi- 
nates the whole, be faithfully pencilled upon our chemi- 
cal preparations. 

Our ait enables us to do more even than this ; we 
have but to present our sensitive tablet to the moon, 
and she, by her own light, prints her mountains and her 
valleys, and indicates with all truth the physical con- 
ditions of her surface. 

Any reference to the chemical agency of light — 
the luminous rays as distinguished from the chemical 
and calorific rays — has been avoided until we came to 
the consideration of this particular question of chemical 



Upon organic compounds, as, for instance, upon the 
colouring matter of leaves and flowers, light does exert 
a chemical power: and it is found that vegetable 
colours are bleached, not by rays of their own colour, 
but by those which are complementary to them. A red 
dye fades under the influence of a green ray, and a 
yellow under that of a violet one, much more speedily 
than when exposed to rays of any other colour ; and this, 
it must be remembered, is due to the coloured ray 
itself, and not to any actinic power masked, as it were, 
behind the colour, as is generally believed.* It was 

* " It may also be observed that the rays effective in destroying 
a given tint are, in a great many cases, those whose union pro- 
duces a colour complementary to the tint destroyed, or at least one 
belonging to that class of colours to which such complementary 
tint may be referred. For example, yellows tending towards 
orange are destroyed with more energy by the blue rays ; blue by 
the red, orange, and yellow rays ; purples and pinks by yellow and 
green rays."— Sir J. F. W. Herschel, On the action of the rays qf 
the Solar Spectrum on Vegetable Colours: Phil. Trans., vol. cxxxiii. 
1842. 
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long a question whether the decomposition of carbonic 
acid by plants was due to the luminous or the chemical 
rays. It is now clearly established that the luminous 
rays are the most active in producing this effect ; which 
they do indirectly, by exciting the vital powers of the 
organized structures. Therefore we would refer this 
phenomenon of gaseous decomposition to a vital power 
quickened by luminous excitement.* 

* The following memoirs and works are necessary to a complete 
liistory of tbe inquiry : — Experiments and observations relating to 
various branches of natural philosophy, with a continuation of the 
observation on air: by Dr. Priestley. London, J 779. AJtmoires 
Physico-chimiques, 6fC. : by J. Senebier. Experiences sur les vSgi- 
taux, by Dela Ville: Paris, 1782 ; and Phil. Trans. X782. Obser- 
vations sur les experiences de M. Ingenhousz : by De la Ville ; Koz. 
obs. 23, 200. Experiences propres a developper les effets de la 
lumiere sur certaines plautes : by Tessier ; Mem. de l'Ac. des Sc 
de Paris, 1783, p. 132 ; Licht. Mag. iv. 4, 146. Sur lavertu de 
feau impregnie a air fixe pour en obtenir, par le mot/en des planteset 
dela lumiire du soldi, de Tair dkphlogistiquk : by Ingenhousz; 
Roz. obs. 24, 337. Experiences sur V action de la lumiere solain 
dans la vegetation : by Senebier ; Geneve et Paris, 1788, p. 61. 
Extrait des experiences de M. Senebier sur V action de la lumiere 
solaire dans la vegetation: by Hasenfratz; Ann. Chim. iii. 2ad- 
ser. 266. Experiences relatives a V influence de la lumiere sur 
quelques vkgitaux: by De Candolle ; Jour, de Ph. Iii. 124: Voigt's 
Mag. ii. 483 ; Gilb. Ann. xiii. 372 ; Mem. des Sav. Etr. i. 329. 
Recherches chimiques sur la vhgktatwn : by Saussure ; Ann. Chim. 
1. 225 ; Jour, de Ph. lyii. p. 393 ; Gilb. Ann. xviii 208. Recherches 
sur la respiration des plantes ex^osSes a la lumiere du soleil ; by 
Ruhland; Ann. Ch. Ph. iii. 411 ; Jour, de Ph. 1816. On the 
action of light upon plants, and of plants upon the atmosphere : by 
Dr. Daubeny; Phil. Trans, cxxvii January, 1836. On the actio* 
x>f yellow light in producing the green colour, and of indigo light on 
the movements of plants: by P. Gardner; Phil. Mag. xxiv. ; Bibl. 
Univ. xlix. p. 376, and Hi. p. 381. On the influence of light on 
phnts: by it. Hunt; Phil. Mag. xxiv. p. 96; Bibl. Univ. xlix. 
p. 383 ; A then. 1844 Note on the decomposition of carbonic acid 
by the leaves of plants, under the influence of yellow light: by 
Draper ; Phil. Mag. xxv. p. 169. On the action of the yellow rays 
of light on vegetation: by Harkness; Phil. Mag. xxv. p. 339. 
Influence des radons solaires sur la vegitation: by Zantedescbi; 
Inst. No. 541, p. 157. 
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We have already noticed some chemical phenomena 
due to heat, particularly those experiments of Count 
Romford's, which appeared to him to prove that the 
chemical agency of the sun's rays was due to its calorific 
power. Certain chemical phenomena, we know, maybe 
produced by thermic action; but the only variety of 
thermo-chemical action which connects itself imme- 
diately with the solar radiations, belongs to a class of 
rays to which the name of Parathermic has been given, 
and to which the scorching, as it is called, of plants, the 
browning of the autumnal leaves, and the ripening of 
fruits, appear to be due.* When we come to the con- 
sideration of those physical phenomena which belong to 
the growth of plants, all these peculiarities of solar 
action must be attended to in detail. 

The manner in which we find the actinic power 
influencing electrical action, also shows us that the 
equihbrium of forces is continued through all the great 
principles of nature. If a galvanic arrangement is made, 
by which small quantities of metals may be slowly pre- 
cipitated at one of the poles in the dark, and a similar 
arrangement be exposed to sunshine, it will be found 
that no metal is deposited: the sun's rays have 
interfered with the decomposing power of the electrical 
current. At the same time wc learn, that by throwing 
a beam of light upon a plate of copper which forms one 
of a galvanic pair, whilst it is under the influence of an 
acidulated solution, an additional excitation takes place, 
ami the galvanometer will indicate the passage of an 
increased current of electricity. These two dissimilar 
actions appear enigmatical; but they may, there is no 
doubt, receive some solution from the influence of 
Afferent rays on the contrary poles of the battery. One 

* Sir John Herschel's Memoirs already referred to ; and Reports 
** **« influence of the Solar Rays on the growth of Plants, by Robert 
tiunt ; import; of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, for 1847. 
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thing is quite evident,— -electricity suffers a disturbance- 
of one order, by light ; and an excitement of another by 
its associated principles in the sunbeam. If a yellow 
glass is interposed between the galvanic arrangement 
and the sun, the electro-chemical precipitation goes on 
in the same manner as it would in perfect darkness; 
and no extra excitement is produced upon the plates of 
the battery. From this it would appear that actinism 
and not light is to be regarded as the disturbing power.* 
It has already been shown that yellow media possess the 
power of stopping back the chemical agent. 

We have already detailed many of the peculiarities otf 
the different varieties of Pbosphori, which would seem 
to be the result of light. Phosphorescence is probably 
excited by those rays which produce no direct effect 
upon the eye. If we spread sulphuret of calcium upon 

* Memoir #» the Constitution of the Solar Spectrum, presented 
at the meeting of the Academy of Scienoes, 1842, by M. Edmond 
Becquerel; Des effets produits sur les corps par les rayons solaires f 

Sar M. Edmond Becquerel, aide au Mus6um d'Histoire Naturelle: 
[emoire presente a PAcactemie des Sciences, le 28 Octobre, 1843. 
— " Dans le oourant de ce ro6moire, j'ai employ^ lea noms de 
rayons lumineux, chimiques, et phosphorogeniques, pour designer,, 
dans chaque cas, la portion des rayons solaires qui agit pour pro- 




> rayonnement 

"My reply is this/' says M. Arago, in his paper entitled 
Considerations relative to the action of Light : " It is by no means- 
proved that the photogenic modifications of sensitive substances 
result from the action of the solar light itself. The modifications 
are, perhaps, engendered by invisible radiations mixed with light 
properly so called, proceeding with it, and being similarly in- 
fracted. In this case, the experiment would prove not only that 
the spectrum formed by these invisible rays is not continuous, 
that there are solutions of continuity as in the visible spectrum,, 
but also that in the two superposed spectra these solutions cor- 
respond exactly. This would be one of the most curious, one- 
of the most strange results of physics." — Taylors Scientific 
Memoirs. 
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paper, and expose it to the action of the solar spectrum, 
it is found to glow (in the dark) only over those spaces, 
occupied by the violet rays and the ordinarily dark rays 
beyond them ; proving that the excitation necessary to 
the development of the phenomena of phosphorescence 
is due to a class of rays distinct from the true light- 
giving principle, and more nearly allied to that principle 
or power which sets up chemical decomposition. 
Whether the fluorescent rays, before mentioned, which 
are found so abundantly over the space which produces 
the greatest phosphorescent effect, are active in pro- 
luring the phenomena, is as yet an unsolved problem. 

Vision and colour, calorific action, chemical change,, 
molecular disturbance, electrical phenomena, and phos- 
phorescent excitation, .all, each one with a strange 
iuahty, are connected with the sunbeam. 

We find, when we receive solar spectra upon iodized, 
plates, or on several kinds of photographic paper, that a 
line, over which no action takes plates, is preserved at 
the top and bottom of the impressed image, and in many 
rases along the sides also. The only way in which this 
an be accounted for, as the spectrum represents the 
jun in a distorted form, is by supposing that rays come 
lorn the edges of the sun of a different character from. 
toose which proceed from the centre of that orb.* 
% Light from the centre of the solar disc is under dif- 
ferent conditions from that which comes from the edge 
*f the sun : this is due to the varying angle, which is 
tfesent to us by a circular body : calorific action seems. 

* The chemical evidence of this will be found in Sir John 
3erscheTs Memoir On the Solar Spectrum, and particularly as 
exemplified in the changes produced on the tartrate of silver, 
fanilar influences are described as observed on a Daguerreotype 
date, in a paper entitled Experiments and Observations on light 
thick has permeated coloured media, and on the Chemical Action of 
he Solar Spectrum; by Robert Hunt — Philosophical Magazine, 
r ol. xxvi. 1840. 
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to be more strongly manifested when the envelope of 
light, extending like an atmosphere to the sun, is thrown 
into great agitation, and waves, and great hollows — 
solar spots— are produced. There is some indication of 
the existence of a third condition on the sun's surface, 
to which probably belongs the mighty chemical power 
which we call actinism. Electricity may be, as some 
have speculated, the exciting agent; a constant and 
violent Aurora Borealis may exist on the sun, and 
under the excitation of this force the others named may 
be quickened into full activity. 

That actinism is one of the great powers of creation 
we have abundant proof. Nearly all the phenomena of 
chemical change which have been referred to light, are 
bow proved to be dependent upon actinic power ; and 
beyond the influence which has been ascertained to be 
exerted by it upon all inorganic bodies, we shall have 
occasion to show still further the dependence of the 
vegetable and animal worlds upon its agency. The in- 
fluence of the solar beams on vegetation is proved by 
common experience; the closer examination of its 
action on vegetable life is reserved for the chapter de- 
voted to its phenomena. Of its influence on animals 
nothing is very correctly known ; but some early expe- 
riments prove that they, like other organised bodies, are 
subject to all the radiant forces, as indeed, independent 
of experiment, every observation must teach* Cer- 
tain it is, that organisation can take place only where 
the sun's rays can penetrate : where there is unchanging 
darkness, there we find all the silence of death. Pro- 
metheus stole fire from heaven, and gave the sacred gift 
to man, as the most useful to him of all things in his 
necessities : by the aid of it he could temper the seve- 
rities of climate, render his food more digestible and 
.agreeable, and illuminate the hours of darkness. So 
says the beautiful fiction of the Grecian mind, — which 
appears as the poetic dream or prophetic glance of a 
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gifted race, who felt the mysterious truth they were yet 
unable to describe. Pheaton and Apollo are only other 
foreshadowings of the creative energies which dwell in 
the glorious centre of our universe. The poetry of the 
Hellenic people ascended above the littlenesses of merely 
human action, and sought to interpret the great truths 
of creation. Reflective, they could not but see that 
some mysterious powers were at work around them; 
imaginative, they gave to fine idealisations the govern- 
ment of those inexplicable phenomena. Modern science 
has shown what vastly important offices the solar rays 
execute, and that the principles discovered in a sunbeam 
are indeed the exciters of organic life, and the disposers 
of inorganic form. 

It must not be forgotten that we have already 
alluded to a speculation which supposes this actinic in- 
fluence to be diffused through all nature, to be indeed 
the element to which chemical force in all its forms is to 
he referred, and that it is merely excited by the solar 
rays. This hypothesis receives some support; from the 
very peculiar manner in which chemical action once set 
up is carried on, independent of all extraneous excite- 
ment, after the first disturbance has been produced. If 
^y of the salts of gold are exposed in connection with 
organic matter, as on paper, to sunshine for a moment, 
aa action is begun, which goes on unceasingly in the 
fo*, until the gold is reduced to its most simple state.* 

* This peculiar continuance of an effect has frequently been 
observed in many of the photographic procosses. In a note to a 
Memoir On certain improvements in Photographic processes, 
™* John Herschel thus refers to this property : — " The excitement 
18 produced on such paper by the ordinary moisture of the atmos- 
phere, and goes on slowly working its effect in the dark, apparently 
without other limit than is afforded bv the supply of ingredients 
225*' lu the case of silver it ultimately produces a perfect 
lt * er * R 9 of all the sunned portions. Very singular and beautiful 
photographs, having much resemblance to Daguerreotype pictures, 
are thus produced ; the negative character changing by keeping, 
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The same thing occurs with chromate of silver, some 
of the salts of mercury, argentine preparations combined 
with protosulphate of iron or gallic acid, and some other 
chemical combinations. These progressive influences 
point to some law not yet discovered, which seems to 
link this radiant actinism with the chemical agent exist- 
ing in all matter. . 

This problem also connects itself with another class o* 
facts which, although due, in all probability, to a great 
extent, to calorific radiations, and hence known under 
the general term of Thermography, appear to involve 
both chemical and electrical excitation. From the in- 
vestigations of Moser and of others, we learn the very 
extraordinary fact, that even inanimate masses act and 
react upon each other by the influence of some dark 
radiations, and seem to exchange some of the peculiari- 
ties which they possess. This appears generally in the 
curious experiments which have been referred to, as con- 
fined merely to form or structure. Thus an engraved 
plate will give to a polished surface of metal or glass 
placed near it, after a very little time, a neat distinct 
image of itself; that is, produce such a structural dis- 
turbance as will occasion the plate to receive vapour dif- 
ferently over those spaces opposite to the parts in cameo 
or in intaglio, from what it does over the opposite. If a 
piece of wood is used instead of a medal, there will; by 
similar treatment, be produced a true picture of the wood, 
even to the representation of its fibres.* 

and by quite insensible gradations to positive, and the shades ex- 
hibiting a most singular chatoyant change of colour from ruddy- 
brown to black, when held more or less obliquely. No doubt, alBo, 
gold pictures with the metallic lustre might be obtained by the 
same process, though I have not tried the experiment." 

* The details of this curious subject may be studied in the 
following memoir and communications :— On vision and the action 
of light on all bodies : by Professor Ludwtg Moser, of Kdnigsberg ; 
from PoggendoriFs Annalen, vol. lvi. p. 177, No. 0, 1845. Some 
remark* on Invisible Light: by Professor Ludwig Moser, of 
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It is also probable that chemical decomposition is pro- 
need by the mere juxtaposition of different bodies, 
xlide of gold or silver, perfectly pure, has been placed 
pon a plate of glass, and a plate of copper covered with 
ercury suspended over it : a gradual decomposition 
• those salts is said to have been observed, iodide of 
tenmryto be formed, and the gold or silver salts reduced 
) a finely divided metallic state.* 

A body whose powers of radiating heat are low, being 
rought near another whose radiating powers are more 
iteasive, will, in the course of a short time, undergo 
iich an amount of molecular disturbance as will effect 

complete change in the arrangement of its surface, 
nd an impression of the body having the highest radi- 
oing powers will be made upon the other. This im- 
«ettitti is dormant, but may be developed under the 
nfluence of vapour, or of oxidation, t A body, such as 

Knigsberg ; from PoggendorfFs Annalen, vol. lvi. p. 569, No. 8. 
h tie power which light possesses of becoming latent : by Professor: 
Ludwig Moser, of Konigsberg; from PoggendorfFs Annalen, vol. 
Ivii No. 9,p. 1. 1842. On certain spectral appearances, and en the 
discovery of latent light : by J. W. Draper, M.D., Professor of 
^emistry in the University of New York ; Phil. Mag. p. 348, 
Not. 1842. On a new imponderable substance, and on a class of 
ikwtoof rays analogous to the rays of dark heat : by Professor 
Dl *per; Phil. Mag., Dec. 1842. Oft the action of the rays of the 
jolor spectrum on the Daguerreotype plate; by Sir J. F. W. 
Herschel, Bart. ; Phil. Mag., Feb. 1843. See remarks in this 
paper on the use which Moser has made of coloured glasses : also 
1 c °mmunication by Professor Draper, On the rapid Detithonizing 
*** r of certain gases and vapours, and on an instantaneous means 
°fproduciny spectral appearances : Phil. Mag., March 1843 ; and 
U* the causes which concur in the production of the images of Moser : 
^omptes Rendus, Nov. 18/12. See Scientific Memoirs, vol. iii. 

* This fact was first observed by myself, and described in the 
Pjper already referred to, Philosophical Magazine, vol. xxii. p. 270; 
Ufoes not, however, appear to have attracted the attention of any 

t 0* Thermography, or the Art of copying Engravings or any 
P^*d characters from paper or plates of metal, and on the recent 
wwocry of Moser, relative to the formation of images in the dark. 
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charcoal, of low conducting power, being placed near 
another, such as copper, winch is a good conductor, will, 
in a very short time, produce, in like manner, an im- 
pression of itself upon the metal plate. Thus any two 
bodies, whose conducting or radiating powers are dissi- 
milar, being brought near each other, will occasion a 
molecular disturbance, or impress the one with the image 
of the other. However small the difference may be, as 
effect is perceived, and that of the most extraordinary 
kind, giving rise to the production of actual images upon 
each surface exposed. It is thus that a print n>n paper 
may be copied on metal, by merely suspending it near a 
well-polished plate of silver or copper for a few days. 
The white and black lines radiate very differently ; con- 
sequently an effect is produced on the bright metal in 
the parts corresponding to the black lines, dissimilar to 
that which takes place opposite to the white portions 
of the paper ; and, on the application of vapour, a 
true image of the one is found impressed upon the 
other.* 

Bodies which are in different electrical states act upon 
each other in an analogous manner. Thus arsenic, which 
is highly electro-negative, will, when placed near a piece 
of electro-positive copper, readily impart to its surface 
an impression of itself and so in like manner will other 
bodies if in unlike conditions. Every substance physi- 
cally different (it signifies not whether as it regards 

by Robert Hunt: Reports of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society for 1^42, and Philosophical Magazine, vol. xxi. p. 462. 
— - On the Spectral Images of M. Mo$er 9 by Robert Hunt : Philoso- 
phical Magazine, vol. xxiii. p. 415., 

* Catalytic force, or attraction of surface concerned in the 
diffusive power of gases : on occult energy or power in saturated 
saline solutions; Prater. — Mechanic's Magazine, vol. xlv. p. 106. 
Ueber elektrische Abbildungen; by G. Karsten.— Poggendorff^ 
Annalen, vol. lvii. p. 402. — Melloni and Brewster may be con- 
sulted for much that is most remarkable connected with radiation 
from coloured surfaces. 
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colour, chemical composition, mechanical structure, calo- 
rific condition, or electrical state,) has a power of radia- 
tion by which a sensible change can be produced in a 
body differently constituted. 

FaUe has told us that the magicians of the East pos- 
sessed mirrors in which they could at will produce 
images of the absent. Science now shows us that repre- 
sentations quite sufficient to deceive the credulous can 
be produced on the surface of polished metals without 
difficulty. A highly polished plate of steel may be im- 
pressed with images of any kind, which would remain 
invisible, the polished surface not being in the least degree 
affected, as it regards its reflecting powers ; but by breath- 
ing over it, the dormant images would develope them- 
selves, and fade away again as the condensed moisture 
evaporated from the surface * 

These, which are but a few selected from a series of 
results of an equally striking character, serve to con- 
vince us that nature is unceasingly at work, that every 
atom is possessed of properties by which it influences 
every other atom in the universe, and that a most im- 
portant class of natural phenomena appear to connect 
themselves directly with the radiant forces. 

The alchemists observed that a change took place in 
chloride of silver exposed to sunshine. Wedgwood first 
took advantage of that discovery to copy pictures. 
Niepce pursued a physical investigation of the curious 
change, and found that all bodies were influenced by 
this principle radiated from the sun. Daguerre produced 
effects from the solar pencil which no artist could ap- 
proach to ; and Talbot and others extended the appiica- 

* Cornelius Agrippa is said to have possessed such a mirror. 
Aae Chinese make mirrors which, when placed in a particular 
tyjht, show upon their polished faces the pattern on the hack of the 
ij*tal, although it is invisible in every other position. This is 
effected by giving different degrees of hardness to the various 
P^ttsofthe metal. In Natural Magic, by Sir David Brewster, 
several curious experiments belonging to this class are named. 
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tion. Herechel took up the inquiry ; and he, with Ms 
usual power of inductive search and of philosophical 
deduction, presented the world with a class of discoveries 
which showed how vast a field of investigation was open- 
ing for the younger races of mankind, — a field in which 
a true spirit may reap the highest reward in the disco- 
very of new facts, and to which we must look for a far- 
ther development of those great powers with which we 
have already some slight acquaintance, and for the dis- 
covery of higher influences which are not yet dreamed 
-of in our philosophy. 

If music, with its mysteries of sound, 
Gives to the human heart a heavenward feeling; 

The beauty and the grandeur which are found 

Spread like a vesture this fair earth around, 
Creation's wond'rous harmonies revealing, 
And to the soul in truth's strong tongue appealing, 

"With all the magic of those secret powers, 
Which, mingling with the lovely band of light, 

The sun in constant undulation showers 

To mould the crystals, and to shape the flowers, 
Or give to matter the immortal might 

Of an embracing soul — should, from this sod, 

Exalt our aspirations all to God. 



d by Google 



EITCTMCITY. 19S 



CHAPTER IX. 

"ELEGT*I€ITY. 

Discovery of Electrical Force — Diffused through all ' Matter — 
What is Electricity? — Theories — Fractional Electricity — 
Conducting . Power of Bodies— Hypothesis of two Fluids — 
Electrical Images — Galvanic Electricity — Effects on Ani- 
mals — Chemistry of Galvanic Battery — Electricity of a 
Drop of Water — Electrochemical Action— Electrical Cur- 
rents — Thermo-Ekctricity — Animal Electricity— - Gymnotus 
—Torpedo — Atmespheiic-Eiettiieity-^Iightning Conductors 
—Earth's Mti^netism.due to Electrical Currents — Influence on 
Vitality — Animal and Vegetable Development — Terrestrial 
Currents— Electricity of Mineral Veins— Electrotype — In- 
fluence of Heat, Light, and Actmism on Electrieal Phenomena. 

b a piece of -amber, elcctrum, is briskly nibbed, it. 
acquires the property- of attracting light bodies. This 
curious power excited the attention of Thales of Miletus ; 
and from the investigations Of this Grecian philosopher 
^emust date our knowledge of one of the most impor- 
tant of the natural forces— Electricity . 

If an inquiring mind had not been led to ask why 
does this curious natural production attract a feather, the 
present age, in ill probability, would not have been in 
possession of the means by which it is enabled to trans- 
it intelligence with a rapidity which equals the poet's 
dream of the "swift-winged messengers of 4 thought." 
To this age <tf application a striking lesson does this 
?jrt>er teach. Modern utility wouH have regarded 
■Hales as a madman. HMding^a piece of yellow resin 
^Ws hand, rubbing it, and then pifckiugnp bits of down, 
<* catching boating feathers, the old Oredc would have 
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appeared a very imbecile, and the cut bono generation 
would have laughed at his silly labours. But when he 
announced to Ins school that this amber held a soul or 
essence, which was awakened by friction, and went forth 
from the body in which it previously lay dormant, and 
brought back the small particles floating around it, he 
gave to the world the first hint of a great truth which has 
advanced our knowledge of physical phenomena in a mar- 
vellous manner, and ministered to the refinements and to 
the necessities of civilisation. Each phenomenon which 
presents itself to us, however simple it may appear to be, 
is an outward expression of some internal truth, the inter- 
pretation of which is only to be arrived at by assiduous 
study, but which, once discovered, directs the way to new 
knowledge, and gives to man a great increase of power. 
There is no truth so abstract that it will not find its useful 
application, and every example of the ministration of 
Physical Science to the purposes of humanity is an evi- 
dence of the value of abstract study, and a reply to the 
utilitarian in his own language. 

Electricity appears to be diffused through all nature; 
and it is, beyond all doubt, one of the most important 
of the physical forces, in the great phenomena of crea- 
tion. In the thunder-cloud, swelling with destruction, 
it resides, ready to launch its darts and shake the earth 
with its explosions: in the aerial undulations, silent 
and unseen, it passes, giving the necessary excitement 
to the organisms around which it floats. The rain- 
drop — the earth-girdling ocean — and the ringing waters 
of the hill-born river, hold locked this mighty force. 
The solid rocks — the tenacious clays which rest upon 
them — the superficial soils — and the incoherent sands, 
&ive us evidence of the presence of this agency; and in 
the organic world, whether animal or vegetable, the ex- 
citement of electrical force is always to be detected. 

In thesolar radiationswe have perhaps the prime mover 
of this power. In our atmosphere, when calm and clond- 
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less, a great ocean of light, or when sombre with the 
mighty aspect of the dire tornado, we can constantly 
detect the struggle between the elements of matter to 
maintain an equilibrium of electrical force. 

Diffused throughout matter, electricity is ever active ; 
but it must be remembered that' although it is evidently 
a necessary agent in all the operations of nature, that it 
is not the agent to which everything unknown is to be 
referred. Doubtless the influence of this force is more 
extensive than we have yet discovered ; but that is an 
indolent philosophy which refers, without examination, 
every mysterious phenomenon to the influence of elec- 
tricity. 

The question, what is electricity ? has ever perplexed, 
and still continues to agitate, the world of science. 
While one set of experimentalists have endeavoured to 
explain the phenomena they have witnessed, upon the 
theory that electricity is a peculiar subtile fluid pervad- 
ing matter, and possessing singular powers of attraction 
and repulsion, another party find themselves compelled 
to regard the phenomena as giving evidence of the action 
of two fluids which are always in opposite states ; while 
again, electricity has been % considered by others as, like 
the attraction of gravitation, a mere property of matter.* 
Certain it is, that in the manifestations of electrical phe- 
nomena we have, as it appears, the evidence of two con- 
ditions of force; but of the states of positive or negative, of 
vitreous or resinous electricity, we have a familiar expla- 
nation in the assumption of some current flowing into or 

* TmitS de Physique : M. Biot, vol. vii. Becquerel : Annates 
de Chimie, vol. xlvi.-xlix. Faraday's Experimental Researches in 
Electricity, 2 vols., 1830-1844. A Speculation touching Electric 
Conduction and the Nature of Matter: by Michael Faraday, 
D.C.L., F.K.S.; Philosophical Magazine, vol. xxiv., 1830. 
Objections to the theories severally of Franklin, Dufay, and Ampere \ 
*>ith an attempt to explain Eleetrical Phenomena by statical or 
adulatory polarization: by Kobert Hare, M.D., Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania. 
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oat of the material bedy i — of soaae principle which * 
ever active in maintaining^ its equilibrium, wfc&h/ -conse- 
quently, must act in two directions, and always ' dffl&k 
that duality which is <a striking characteristic of tfcis 
subtile agent. It is a cmwras, and it shotld "lie an 
instructive fact, that each of the three theories of elec- 
tricity is capable of proof, and has, indeed, been most 
ably Reported by the rigorous analysis of mathematics. 
When we remember that some of the most enKgirteadd 
investigators of this and the past ^e have eevewfiy 
maintained, in the most able manner, these • disemifer 
views, we shouM hesitate bfcfore we pronounce an opinion 
upon the cause or causes of the very complicated pheno- 
mena of electrical force. 

Although we discover,, in all ^the processes' of naira^ 
the manifestations of this principle or* force in its cha- 
racteristic eosditkms, it • will 1 be necessary, before are 
regard the great phenomena, to examine lite known 
sources from which .we ean motet -readily evoke the 
mighty power of electricity, ilf we mb a- piece of glass 
orrewn, we readily Teader this >agoita«^e; these ^^ 
stances appear, by this exdtemiait^feecome-'swrixwnded 
by an attractive or a TcpeUent atmosphere. TLet its-wb 
a strip of writing* paper with Indian rubber, rm&tinnp 
of ' Gatta Pereha with the mtgers,.in the dark, arid me 
have the manifestation of several carious phenomena. 
We IwKve a* pecafiar- attracting^ power; we>haveahmi- 
nous discharge in*theshapeof^a%spark;'«rid we have 
very sensible evidence of nwiscular disturbance produced 
by applying the Jtnuckle to the surface of the material. 
In each . case we ihave the develgpment * of * the .-same 
power. 

Every substance in nature is« an elefctriq, and, if *> 
, disposed that its electricity may not !8y off as" it is deve- 
loped, we may, by fiiction, manifest its presence, aat 
indeed, measure its quantity or itst&roe. .All ho&* 
are not, however, equally good electrics; shelMac, 
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umber, reams, sulphur, and glass, exhibiting more power- 
felly, the phenomena of frictionai or- mechanical etec- 
tmxty) thaa thfe metals, charcoal, oriplumfoago. Solid 
bodies afl&w this, peculiar principle to pass along them 
also i» very different degrees. Thus electricity travels 
readily, through copper and most other metals, platimrm 
being the worst metallic conductor. It . also, passes 
through living animals and > vegetables, . smok% vapour, 
ratified, air, and moist earth;, but.it ia obstructed by 
resins aad glass, paper ; when dry^ . oils; and dry metallic 
andes>,andin avery^powerful mauomer by Gutta Pereha** 

* " A good piece of gutta percha will insulate :as well as an equal 
piece of shelMac, whether it be in the form of sheet, or rod, or fila- 
ment; but being tough and flexible when cold, as well as soft 
wh«B hotv it rwall serve better than- shelHeo in many cases where 
the brittfeues&rof- the latter is an\ ineenveniencet Thus it makes 
very good handles for carriers of electricity . h» experimenta on? 
induction ; not being liable to fracture in the form of thin band or 
stringi'it makes au excellent insulating suspender; a piece of it in 
sheet make* a most convenient 4 insulating basis for anything" 
pkcedi om it It forms exeeHent insulating plugs for the* stems of 
goldJeaf electrometers, whian they pass through sheltering. tubes,; 
and larger plugs form good . . insulating feet for electrical arrange- 
ments; cylinders of it, half an inch or more in diameter, have 
great stiffness, and form excellent insulating pillars. In these 
aaiini other vways its power as am -insulator maybe useful" — 
Q*> the.u*e* of j Gutta Percha for Bieebicallumfationz by Dr, 
Faraday.; Philosoph. Mag„. March,. 1848. . 

The following deductions have been, given by Faraday, in his 
Jfawretor in Electricity, a work of most extraordinary merit, 
feeing one of the most perfect examples* of; fine* inductive philo- 
sophy which we possess in the English language : — 

"All bodies conduct electricity in the same manner from 
metals to lacs -and gases, but in? very drflferent degrees. 

'"Conducting power isdn semei bodies poweriuliy increased by 
heat, and in others diminished, yet without one perceiving any 
accompanying, essential electrical difference, either Am the bodies, 
or in tke change occasioned by the electricity conducted. 

" A numerous class ; of bodies insulating • electricity of low 
intensity, when solid; conduct it very freely when fluid, and are 
then decomposed by- it. 

* But there are many fluid bodies which do not sensibly com- 
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If, therefore, we place an electric upon any of those 
non-conducting bodies, the air around being well dried, 
we are enabled to gather a large quantity of the force 
for the production of any particular effect. Taking ad- 
vantage of this fact, arrangements are made for the 
accumulation and liberation at pleasure of any amount 
of electricity. 

ALeyden phial, — so called from its inventor, Muschen- 
brock, having resided at Leyden, — is merely a glass bottle 
lined within and without, to within a few inches of the 
top, with a metal coating. If a wire or chain, carrying 
an electric current, is allowed to dip to the bottom of 
the bottle, the inner coat of the jar becomes charged, 
or gathers an excess, whilst the outer one is in its natural 
condition— one is said to be in a positive, and the other in 
a negative state. If the two coatings are now connected 
by a good conductor, as a piece of copper wire, passing 
from one to the other, the outside to the inside, a dis- 
charge, arising from the establishment of the equili- 
brium of the two coatings, takes place ; and, if the con- 
nection is made through the medium of our bodies, 
we are sensible of a severe disturbance of the nervous 
system. 

The cause of the conducting and non-conducting 
powers of bodies we know not ; they bear some relation 
to their conducting powers for caloric ; but they are not 
in exact obedience to the same laws. When we consider 
that resin, a comparatively soft body, in which, conse- 

duct electricity of this low intensity; there are some wbich 
conduct it and are not decomposed ; nor is fluidity essential to 
decomposition. 

" There are but two bodies (sulphuret of silver and fluoride 
of lead) which, insulating a voltaic current when solid, and con- 
ducting it when fluid, are not decomposed in the latter case. 

" There is no strict electrical distinction of conduction which 
can as yet be drawn between bodies supposed to be elementary, 
and those known to be compounds.'* 
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quently, cohesive attraction is not very strong, is an im- 
perfect conductor, and that copper, in which cohesion is 
much more powerful, is a good conductor, we may be 
disposed to consider that it is regulated by the closer ap- 
proximation of the particles of matter. But in platinum 
the corpuscular arrangement must be much more dense 
than it is in copper, and yet it is, compared with it, a 
very bad conductor.* 

We have now learnt that we may, by friction, excite 
the electricity in a vitreous substance ; but it must not 
be forgotten that we cannot increase the quantity which 
is, under ordinary conditions, natural to the electric ; to 
do so, we must in some way establish a channel of com- 
munication with the earth, from which, through the 
medium we excite, we draw our supply. We have the 
means of confining this mighty force within certain limit* 
of quantity and of time. If we place bodies which are 
susceptible of electrical excitation in a sensible degree 
upon insulating ones, we may retain for a considerable 
time the evidences of the excitement, in the same way as 
with the Leyden jar ; but there is a constant effort to 
maintain a balance of conditions, and the body in which 
we have accumulated any extraordinary quantity by con- 
duction soon returns to its natural state. 

A very simple means may be adopted of showing what 
ia thought to be one of the many evidences in favour of 
two electricities. If the wire carrying the current flow- 
wg from the machine, is passed over paper covered with 
nitrate of silver, it produces no change upon it ; but if 
the wire which conveys the current to the instrument, 
when it is excited, is passed over the same paper, the 
silver salt is decomposed, f We may, however, explain 
this result in a satisfactory manner, upon the hypothesis 

* Faraday's Speculation on the Nature of Matter, already 
inferred to. 

t Experimental Researches : by Dr. Faraday. Chemical Decom- 
POtition,^ 151. 
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that the decomposition is produced by the abstraction of 
electricity, rather than by any physical difference in the 
fluid itself. By frictkxnal . electricity we may produce 
curious molecular disturbances, and give rise to molecu- 
lar re-arrangements, which have been called " electrical 
images," in glass, in: stone, and in the apparently less 
tractable metals : these, images are rendered visible by 
the manner in which, according to their ^eetrical states, 
some lines receive any particular powder; or vapour, 
which is repelled from other spaces. Many <y£ the great 
natural phenomena, such as Lightning and Thraider; the 
Aurora Bteealis, and . Meteors, may be imitated in a 
curiously exact manner by the electrical machine and a 
tew familiar arrangements.* 

Voltaic electricity, as the active force produced by 
chemical change is commonly called, in honour of the 
illustrious Volta, is now to be considered. It differ* 
from frictional electricity in this : — the electricity deve- 
loped by friction of the glass plate or cylinder of the 
electrical machine is a discharge with a sort of explosion. 
It is electricity suddenly liberated from the highest state 
of tension, whereas that which is generated by chemical 
action in the voltaic battery is a steady flowing current. 
We may compare one to the ignition o£ a mass of gnu- 
powder at once, and the other to the slow burning of 
the same quantity spread out into a very prolonged 
train. 

There are numerous ways in which we may excite the 
phenomena of Voltaism, but in all of them the decom- 
position of one of the elements employed appears to be 
necessary. This is the case in the arrangements of bat- 
teries? in which two. dissimilar metals, zinc and copper, 
silver and; platinum, or the like, is immersed in fluids; 
the zinc or the silver are gradually converted into soluble 
salts, which are dissolved, whilst the copper or platinum 

* Karsten ; Poggendorffs Annalen, vol. lvii. 
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is protected from any action* The moot simple manner 
of illustrating, the development of this electricity is by 
placing a piece of silver oa the tongue, and a piece of 
zinc oar lead underneath it. No effect will be observed 
so long as the two metal* are kept asunder, but when 
their edges are brought together; a slight tremulous sen- 
sation wiH pass through the tongue, a saline taste be 
distinguished by the palate, andif in the dark, Jight will 
be observed by the eye. 

This, the germ of the most remarkable of the sciences, 
was noticed by Sulzar^ fifty years before Gaivani observed 
the convulsions in the limbs of. frogs, . when excited by 
the action of • dissimilar metals ; but , the former paid 
Kttle attention to the phenomenon, and the discovery 
led to no results.. 

When Galvanic observant mind was directed to the 
r^ttarkable fa^ that the mere contact of two dissimilar 
iaetals with the moist surface of living muscles-produced 
cofivulsions, , there waaaa awakeningon the soul of that 
philosopher ta a greafc fimrl amenta! truihy whidh was- 
nBrtured by him, tried and tested, and preserved to work 
rt» marvels fbr future ages. 

Although; the world of science looks back, to >Volta a» 
tWman who gave the first, true interpretation: of this 
discovery, yeti the ordinary world will never diaeooaaect 
**&-' impofrtaat branch, of physical science from the 
jaate^of . Galvaaiy. and chemical electricity in all its 
forms will for everrbeknowri.uflader thefainifeariname of 
Galrcanan^ And it: must not be foargotten, that the 
I^oowaa of themaamfestation of electricity, in connect 
torn with the cooditioaiaof.vitalr^^ 
CralTani. 

l«et us examine the . phenomena of Galvanism in. its 
toost simple phases > — 

l£ we P^e a'live flounder upon a plate of zinc, put a 
8KBing on its back, and then touch both metals with 
fte ends of a metallic wire, the fish will exhibit painful 
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convulsions. The zinc becomes oxidized by the separa- 
tion of oxygen from the fluid on the surface with which 
it is in contact, whilst hydrogen gas is liberated at that 
surface touched by the other metal. Here we have, m 
the first place, a. chemical change effected, then a pecu- 
liar muscular disturbance. Each successive combination 
or decomposition, like a pulsation, is transmitted along 
the circuit from one extremity to the other. How the 
impulse which is derived from the zinc is transmitted 
through the body of the animal, or the tongue, to the 
silver or copper is the next consideration. 

We can only understand this upon the supposition 
that a series of impulses are communicated in the most 
rapid manner along the connecting line ; the idea of a 
•current, although the term is commonly employed, tends 
to convey an imperfect impression to the mind. It 
would seem rather that a disturbance throughout the 
entire circuit is at once set up by a series of vibration* 
or impulses communicated from particle to particle, and 
along the strange net-work of nerves. One set of che- 
mical elements have a tendency to develope themselves 
at that point where vibration is first communicated to 
<the mass from a better conductor than it is, and another 
set at the point where it passes from the body to a better 
•conductor than itself. The cause of this is to be sought 
for in the laws which regulate molecular constitution— 
by which chemical affinity is disturbed, — and a new 
-attractive force exerted, in obedience to which the vital 
energy is itself agitated. We must not, however, forget 
that it is probable after all, although not yet susceptible 
of proof, that the electricity does nothing more than dis- 
turb or quicken the unknown principles upon which che- 
mical and vital phenomena depend; being, indeed, a 
secondary agent.* 

* TraitS Experimental de TElectriciti et du Magniti$mt: 
Becquerel, 1834, Priestley's Introduction to Electricity. 0» 
Electricity in Equilibrium : Dr. Young's Lectures. 
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Notwithstanding our long acquaintance with the phe- 
nomena of galvanism, there are but few who entertain a 
correct idea of the enormous amount of electricity which 
is necessary to the existing conditions of matter. To 
Faraday we are indebted for the first clear set of deduc- 
tions from a series of inductive researches, which are of 
the most complete order. He has proved, by a series 
of exceedingly conclusive experiments, that if the elec- 
trical power which holds a grain of water in combination, 
or which causes a grain of oxygen and hydrogen to unite 
in the right proportions to form water, could be collected 
and thrown into the condition of a voltaic current, it 
would be exactly the quantity required to produce the 
decomposition of that grain of water, or the liberation of 
its elements, hydrogen and oxygen.* 

By direct experiment it has been proved that one equi- 
valent of zinc in a voltaic arrangement evolves such a 
quantity of electricity in the form of a current, as, pass- 
ing through water, will decompose exactly one equivalent 
of that fluid. The law has been thus expressed : — The 
electricity which decomposes, and that which is evolved 
by the decomposition of a certain quantity of matter, are 

* Faraday's Experimental Researches on Electricity. This 
philosopher has shown, by the most conclusive experiments, 
" that the electricity which decomposes, and that which is evolved 
by the decomposition of, a certain quantity of matter, are alike. 
What an enormous quantity of electricity, therefore, is required 
for the decomposition of a single grain of water ! We have 
already seen that it must be in quantity sufficient to sustain a 
platinum wire -fa of an inch in thickness, red hot. in contact 
with the air, for three minutes and three quarters. It would 
appear that 800,000 charges of a Leyden battery, charged by 
thirty turns of a very large and powerful plate machine, in fufl 
action — a quantity sufficient, if passed at once through the head 
of a rat or cat, to have killed it as by a flash of lightning— are 
necessary to supply electricity sufficient to decompose a single 
'grain of water ; or, if I am right, to equal the quantity of electri- 
city which is naturally associated with the elements of that grain 
of water, endowing them with their mutual chemical affinity.** 
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alike. The equiva^nt. weights of bodiaa are tboseqimii- 
tities of them which contain eqaaal quantities of etectri- 
city ; electricity determining, the equivalent^ mnaber, 
becauseit determines the comtboniiig force.* 

The same elegant and . correct experimentalist has 
shown that zinc and platinum wires, o»e~eigihtee&thr of 
an inch in diameter^ aaad about half an inch; long, dipped 
into water in which is mixed sulphuric aciAiso weak 
that it i* not sersiblr sonar to the toragra^ wiE evoke 
nrore electricity in onevtwestiefch of a * nonage than is 
given by thirty turns of a large and po w erfiri tphte elec- 
trical machine in full action, a quantity whichr, if*passed 
through the head of a catj is sufficient to IriB it m bf a 
flash, of lightning. PuErstmg this-; urteresfciiBgi mgpBsrj 
yet further, it is found thai a 5^1© "gram of water coii^ 
tana as -much etectr k ii y . as could by aceanoikated in 
800,000 Leyden jaats r each reqwrmg thiortyv trans cfctte 
Lurge rttachme of then Royal Institution toxrbargeiV-^ 
a quantity equal* to that which is (kreleped &o» a 
charged thamdcr-ckwd. . " Yet .w^liaa^ it under pcrfed 
command, — eatt erohrey direct; and- empfojritt at ptea* 
sure ; and when at has perftHTmcd it^full wc^of eL^tro- 
lisation, it has only separated the elements of a single 
grain of water.? 

It' has been aargned by many that* the realfties^ 
science will not admit of anything, like a poetfe view 
without degrading its high. office; that poetry, . heii^ 
the imaginative side of nature, has nothing, in common 
with the facts of experimental reoearehy or • with* the 
philosophy which generalises the discoveries 5 of ' severe 
induction. If our science was perfect, and laid bare to 
oar senses all the secrets of the inner world; if our 
philosophy t was infallible*, andtaJwaiys connected onefaet 
with another throagh a long series* up to the undoubted 
cause of aftV— then poetry, in the sense we now use the 

* ' Expe ri m ental Researches r Faraday. 
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DEVELOPED BY CHEMICAL ACTION. 205 

term, woaM have little business with the truth; it 
weaki,indeed, be lost or embodied, like the stars of 
kesmi,in the brightness of a meridian son. But to 
take our present fact -as an example, how important a 
femftdation does it offer upon whifch to build a series of 
thought^; capable of lifting tfee human mind above the 
materialities by which it is surrounded, — of exalting 
each-common natare bjrihe refinement of its fresh ideas 
to a point higher in the scab of intelligence, — of quick- 
emng -every impulse of the soul, — and trf giving to 
mafikhid the* naest holy longings. 

What deetrsGtence tdft us of the drop of water? Two 
gases, the oeerexcitmg life and quickening combustion, 
lie other a highly inflammable air, are, by the influence 
of a combination of powers, brought into a liquid globe. 
We can, from 'this crystal Bfhere, evoke heat, light, 
dectricity, vand «ctbnsm in enormous quantities; and 
beyond these we ean see powers or forces, for which, in 
the poverty of * oar ideas and our words, we have not 
»naes.; arid we learn that -each one of these principles 
is engaged in maintakiing^the conditions of the drop of 
water which refreshes organic nature, and gives glad- 
ness to man's dwelling-place. 

Has poetry a nobler theme than this ? Agencies are 
»em like winged spirits of infinite power, each one 
winking in its-own peooHarway, and all to a common 
«nd, — to produce, under the guidance of omnipotent 
Jfde, the waters 6f the rivers and the seas. As the 
peat ocean mirrors the bright heaven which overspreads 
iVaad T^fleetsnbaek tte sm&ight and the sheen of the 
B w4aight titars in grandeur and loveliness; so every 
<foop of wat^,»viewedvwith the knowledge whidh science 
has given to us, reads' back to the mind reflections of 
yet distant truths which, rightly followed, will lead us 
upwards radoonwatiis hi the tract of I h%her intelli- 
gences, — 

"" To fflie fcbodes where the eternals are.'* 
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In the discoveries connected with electricity, we have 
results of a more tangible character than are as yet con- 
nected with the other physical forces ; and it does appear 
that this science has advanced our knowledge of. nature 
and of the mysteries of creation far more exten- 
sively than any other department of purely experimental 
inquiry. 

The phenomena of electro-chemical action are so 
strange that we must return for a moment to the con- 
sideration of the decomposition of water, and the 
appearance of hydrogen at one pole, and of oxygen at 
the other. It appears that some confusion of our ideas 
has arisen from the views which have been received, of 
the atomic constitution of bodies. We have been 
accustomed to regard water, — to take that body as an 
example of all, — as a compound of two gases, hydrogen 
and oxygen ; an equivalent, or one atom of the first, 
united to an equivalent or one atom of the last, 
forming one atom of water. This atom of water we 
regard as infinitely small ; consequently a drop of water 
is made up of many hundreds of these combined atoms, 
and a pint of water of not less than 10,000 drops. Now, 
if this pint of water is connected with the wires of 
a galvanic battery, although their extremities may be 
some inches apart, for every atom of oxygen liberated at 
one pole, an atom of hydrogen is set free at the other. 
It has been thought that an atom has undergone 
decomposition at one point, its oxygen being torn from 
it, and then there has arisen the difficulty of sending 
the atom of hydrogen through all the combined atoms 
of water across to the other pole. A series of decom- 
positions and recompositions have been supposed to take 
place, and the communication of effects from particle to 
particle. 

An attracting power for one class of bodies has been 
found in one pole, which is repellent to another class; 
and the reverse order has been detected at the opposite 
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pole of a galvanic arrangement.* That is, the wire 
which carries the current from an excited zinc plate 
has a relation to all bodies, which is directly opposite to 
that which is exhibited by the wire conveying the cur- 
rent from, or completing the circuit with, the copper 
plate. The one, for instance, collects and carries acids 
and the like, the other the metallic bases. At the 
extremity of one galvanic wire, placed into a drop of 
water, oxygen is always liberated ; and at the end of 
the other, necessary to complete the circuit with the 
battery, hydrogen is set free. 

It appears necessary, to a clear understanding of 
what takes place in this experiment, that we should 
regard each mass, howsoever large, as the representative 
of a single atom. Nor is this difficult, as the following 
illustration will show. 

* The appearance of acid and alkaline matter, in water acted 
on by a current of electricity, at the opposite electrified metallic 
surfaces, was observed in the first chemical experiments mad© 
with the column of Volta — (see Nicholson's Journal, vol. iv. p. 
138, and vol. iv. p. 261, for Mr. Cruickshank's Experiments ; and 
Annales de Chimie, torn, xxxvii. p- 233, for those of M. Desormes) : 
On some Chemical Agencies in Electricity: by Sir Humphry Davy. 
—Philosophical Transactions for 1807. The various theories of 
electro chemical decomposition are carefully stated by Faraday, in 
his fifth series of Experimental Researches on Electricity, in which 
he thus states his own views : — " It appears to me that the effect 
is produced by an internal corpuscular action exerted according 
to the direction of the electric current, and that it is due to a force 
either superadded to or giving direction to the ordinary chemical 
affinity of the bodies present. The body under decomposition 
*aay be considered as a mass of acting particles, all those which 
a *e included in the course of the electric current contributing to 
^e final effect ; and it is because the ordinary chemical affinity 
is relieved, weakened, or partly neutralized by the influence of the 
electric current in one direction parallel to the course of the 
latter, and strengthened or added to in the opposite direction, that 
the combining particles have a tendency to pass in opposite 
courses." 
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Let 118 take one particle of oommercaalt (chloride of 
jodium) weighing less, than a ,gi»nv»d pot it into a 
hundred thousand grains of distilled water. In a few 
minutes the salt has diffused itself throiighthewholeof the 
fluid, and in erery drop we can detect chlorine and soda. 
We cannot believe ihat: this grain of salt has split itself 
up into a hundred thousand parts ; s we ccwceivip rate 
that the phenomenon of solution is roe of diffl»(»L 
One infinitdy elastic body has interpenetrated mth 
another. 

Instead of an experiment? with a pint of water, let us 
take our stand- on Dover heights, and, jrith a gigantic 
battery at our command, piaee; one wire into the oeesm 
on our own shores,. a»d< convey the other through tie 
air across the chaauftriytandiet its extremity dip into the 
sea off Calais pier — the experiment, is a practicable oft 
— we have now an electrical circuit of which the British 
channel forms a part, and the result will be exactly the 
same as that which we , may observe ina watchrgkss 
with a drop of water. 

We cannot suppose 'that the instantaneous amd 
simultaneous effect which takes place in the water at 
Calais and at Dover, is due to anything- like ^hat we 
have studied under the name of convection, when 
•considering Heat. 

A thousand balls "are placed in a line ' touching ea6h 
oiher; the first ball receives a blow, and the last ball 
flies off with .a force exactly equal to. the power applied 
to theiflrst; none of the .intermediate 'halls b&sg 
moved. 

We cannot conceive that ihe partiHe 'A excites fte 
particfefinflxiit,:andao on. thi^u|^L. the series between 
the two shores; hut, regarding the channel as oae large 
drop, charged with the electric principle as we know it 
to be, it is excited by undulation or tremor iihroughout 
its width, arid we have an equivalent of oxygen thrown 
off on one side of the line, and an exact equivalent of 
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hydrogen at the other, the electro-chemical influence 
Ijeing exerted only where the current or motion is 
transferred from one medium to another.* The im- 
perfect character of this view is freely admitted; no 
other, consistent with known facts, presents itself by 
rtrich the effect can be explained. The fact stands as a 
truth ; the hypothesis by which it is attempted to be 
interpreted is open to doubt, and it is opposed to some 
favourite theories. 

Before we pass to the consideration of the other 
sources of electricity, it is important we should under- 
stand that no chemical or physical change, however 
slight it may be, can occur without the development of 
electrical power. If we dissolve a salt in water, if we 
mix two fluids together, if we condense a gas, or convert 
a fluid into vapour, electricity is disturbed, and may be 
made manifest to our senses.f 

It has been shown that this power may be excited by 
friction (machine electricity) and by chemical action 
(voltaic electricity, galvanism) ; it now remains to speak 
of the electricity developed by heat (thermo-electricity), 
&e electricity exhibited under nervous excitement by 



-■'• " This capital discovery (chemical decomposition of electricity) 
appears to have been made in the first instance by Messrs. 
Nicholson and Carlisle, who observed the decomposition of water 
so produced. It was speedily followed up by the still more impor- 
tant one of Berzelius and Hisinger, who ascertained it as a general 
law, that, in all the decompositions so effected, the acids and 
ox ygen become transferred and accumulated around the positive* 
Kid hydrogen, metals, and alkalies around the negative, pole of a 
voltaic circuit ; being transferred in an invisible, and, as it were* 
a latent or torpid state, by the action of the electric current, 
through considerable spaces, and even through large quantities of 
^ater or other liquids, again to reappear with all their properties 
*t their appropriate resting-places/ —Discourse on the Study of 
N «t*ral Philosophy : by Sir John Herschel, Bart., F.R.S. 

\ Numerous beautiful illustrations of this fact will be found in 
Bttquerel's Trait* Experimental de lElectricite et du Magnitisme 

P 
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the gymnottw aj^ toarpeda (aaimal electricity) ; magne- 
tism aad : its- phettaarena. teing reserved far a separate 
consideration. 

If a her <rf metal is warmed at one end aadiept cool 
at thte other; .an electrical current OTcria*e» tkrongh the 
bar > and may be carried off by coMaectioiL; wth any- 
good conductor, aadsboiwnitOiefiMUttl^ properties of 
ordinary dectrieity; Tb^metalsvl)e8tsHa*edfor showiag^ 
the effects of thermo-electricity appear t to be;hisHnrih 
andiantbnony. By r binding two burs, of these* metab 
together a4 one end, and connecting the other ends with 
a galvanometer, it will b@> discovered that an dectric 
corrent passes off through the instrument by the 
slightest, variation.; of. temperature.. Merely clasping 
the two metals, where, bound together, with the finger 
and thumb, is mSSemii' to exhibit the phenomenon. 
By a series of such arrangements,- -which form what 
have been called thwnwelectrie , ninltipliersyr-we 
obtam.the meet delicate measwers of heat with whieh 
philosophers, are acquainted, by the aid of which 
Mdlcwi* has been eoaMed to^pwrane. his, beaotifiil 
researches oa radiaaart caloriew 

That this electricity is identical with the other forms 
has been proved by employing the current thus excited 
for the purpose of produicing chemical decomposition, 
magnetism, and electric tight** 

ThepheBeaeenmof.thfis^ disco very 

* Sfee 22? Feu iUmentaire of TAbbe Nolfet ; Ltecons de Physique, 
torn, vi: p. 252 ; ,Du Foueoir thermo-SJectrique, by M. Bfecquerel-^ 
Annates && Cnimie^vol. xli p. 353; also* a Memoir by Nobiti, 
Bibliotheque Universelle, vol. xxxvii. p. 15 ; Experimental Con- 
tributions towards^ the theory of Thermo-Ele'ctricity , by Mr. J. 
Prideaux— Philosophical Magazine, vol. iii., Third Series ; On the 
Thermo'Magnetism of Homogeneous Bodies, with ; illustratwe expe- 
riments, by Mr; Wiffiam Sturgeon — Hiilosophical Magazine, vol 
x. p> 1—13 6» New Series. Botto made, magnets and obtained 
chemical decomposition- Antrnori produced the spark. Mi- 
Watkins heated a wire in Harris's Thermo-EIectrometer. 
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of Seebedk* ia^a»tber pjoof of the very dene oowuetioa 
of the physical forces* We witness their being resolved 
as it were rata each other, etectxieity producing heat, 
and heai agaia electricity ; and. it iafiroaa these corieaff 
mutts that the* argument* in fkvoar of - thiaat intimate 
Hfetiws and .actual identity have been drawn. IttmH^ 
l»eper,,b©i. found, to bette bwtpfcik)s©fhy*to regard 
these i bicessaa r dissimilar^ until wo are elided to prove 
thentito be only modified fcwms^of oneprincipjfcr or 
Ipwer. At theiame tim&it rmBflt n©t be forgotten that 
in lurttraL operatives we iirrariaWy find th& coBihraed 
action jof several forces pjodueing a smgfepjbeoomeoonj 
The important fadi.to be particularly Tegarded ia, thai 
wbl bam evidence^ that eyery substance*: whtek is un-» 
equally heated becomes- the secure© of &h»>very> remarks 
afile form, of electricity.* 

There exist a - few fishea gifted with the. very es> 
tniDrdinary: power of pprodoong^; electrical phcaoBuena 
tjTaneffibrt of imwealar oriiiervotts energy. 

Thee G$vm»ti» eUctrieus^ oaf, electrical' eel^^nd ■ the 
RwLtotirped& 9 & species of ray, aze the moat remarkable* 
TliSs power ia, it would appear, givea, to >these curioae 
ew*ttaeafoin purposes of *defea»ey . and ako foa?t enaMifng 
tbieaLto aeeure;thetar ppey> * HheiGtypmefaaof the South 
America rivers, will, it i^aaid, wfceaiin full vigour, seed 
forth a discharge of electricity; saffidentlyr powerful < to 
Knock down a man, or to % Bkmi*9i.lMm»t>w}^~ik',cm 
fafeoyt fiskea, tkrongb a co^ideraUft s|»ce, ,by eojert- 
o^its straagct aitilkfcy *t 

Earaday? &j deseripfcim;o£ &GyvmQiw r ,pf*a3#abg and 

** Alvery ingemoua applkaiioit *o£ the knowledge o£ thkfacfcwas 
s^stedwy; Mr. Solly, by whifihtWh«ati.o£a:.iaraacetcoiddih© 
ct ^taatly .xegisteBeA at a very) conaid«rabl^distan4ie»froHi iti. See 
^mnffioms^ a*E2eetricThirmotMitr:.\)yjE. Sallys ifon., 
&%* . Philoaepbieal iMagariae, voL sx» p, 30L New . Ser»a . 

t^Homkoldt; Personal. Narratim^, Cfc*p.K xyii^Aiuaalee de 
Chimie, vol. xiv. p. 15. 
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seizing its prey, is too graphic and important to be 
omitted. 

"The Gymnotus can stun and kill fish which are in 
very various positions to its own body ; but on one day, 
when I saw it eat, its action seemed to me to be 
peculiar. A live fish, about five inches in length, 
caught not half a minute before, was dropped into the 
tub. The Gymnotus instantly turned round in such a 
manner as to form a coil, inclosing the fish, the latter 
representing a diameter across it; a shock passed, sad 
there, in an instant, was the fish struck motionless, as 
if by lightning, in the midst of the waters, its side 
floating to the light. The Gymnotus made a turn or 
two to look for its prey, which, having found, he bolted, 
and then went about searching for more. A second 
smaller fish was given him, which being hurt in the 
conveyance, showed but little signs of life, and this he 
swallowed at once, apparently without shocking it. He 
coiling of the Gymnotus round its prey had, in this case, 
every appearance of being intentional on its part, to 
increase the force of the shock, and the action is evi- 
dently well suited for that purpose, being in fall 
accordance with the well-known laws of the discharge 
of currents in masses of conducting matter; and though 
the fish may not always put this artifice in practice, it is 
very probable he is aware of its advantages, and may 
resort to it in cases of need."* 

Animal electricity has been proved to be of the same 
character as that derived from other sources. The 
shock and the spark are like those of the machine; and 

♦ Experimental Researches on Electricity. Series xv. Consult 
Sir Humphry Davy : An Account of some Experiments on the tor- 
pedo. — Philosophical Transactions, 1829, p. 15. John Davy, M.D* 
F.R.S.: An Account of some Experiments and Observations o»tk 
Torpedo, ibid., 1832, p. 259 ; and the same author's Observe**** 
on the Torpedo, with an Account of some Additional Experiments on 
Us Electncity j and Matteucci, Bibliothegue Uniyerselle, 1887, 
vol. xii. p. 174. 
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the current from the animal, circulating around soft 
iron, like galvanic electricity, has the property of render- 
ing it magnetic. 

It is important that we should now review these 
conditions of electrical force in connexion with the great 
physical phenomena of nature. 

It is sufficiently evident, from the results which have 
been examined, that all matter, whatever may be its 
form or condition, is for ever under the operation of the 
physical forces, in a state of disturbance. Prom the 
centre to the surface all is in an active condition : a 
state of mutation prevails with every created thing ; and 
science clearly shows that influences are constantly in 
action which prevent the possibility of absolute repose. 

Under the excitement of the several agencies of the 
solar beams, motion is given to all bodies by the circu- 
lation of heat, and a full flow of electricity is sent 
around the earth to perform its wondrous works. The solar 
influences, which regulate, and possibly determine, every 
physical force with which we are acquainted, are active 
in effecting an actual change of state in matter. The 
sunbeam of the morning falls on the solid earth, and its 
influence is felt to the very centre. The mountain-top 
catches the first ray of light, and its base, still wrapt in 
mists and darkness, is disturbed by the irradiating 
power. The crystalline gems, hidden in the darkness of 
the solid rock, are dependent, for that form which 
makes them valued by the proud and gay, on the 
influence of those radiations which they are one day to 
refract in beauty. The metals locked in the chasms of 
the rifted rocks are, for all their physical peculiarities, 
as dependent on solar influence as is the flower which 
lifts its head to the morning sun, or the bird which sings 
11 at heaven's high gate." 

Let us, then, examine how far electricity, as dis- 
tinguished from the other powers, acts in producing any 
of these effects. 
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We find ijtectricity in the atmosphere, -ifrbi&Hbe 
electrical kite of Dr. FrajJdm proved to be ideatical 
with that principle produced by the friction of glass. »In 
the grandear and terror of a thnnderstorm, many see 
nothing bat manifestations of Almighty ivratii. TVhen 
the volleys of the bursting dovd are piercing the 
disturbed air, and the tfcinders of the discharge are 
pealing their dreadful notes above oar heads, tbe 
chemical * combinations of the noxious exhalations 
arisiag from >the yntrdymg "animal "and vegetable 
maseesr of this earth are effected, -etemeiits ^fitted for the 
purposes of health and vegetation are formed, arid 
ferougkfrto the gronnd in thcieavy Tains. ifrhieh nsoafiy 
followthese storms. : Science has tanght man this— -has 
shown tfeim that the "partial «vil" arising from the 
' € *wmgoA> bolt" is a "nniversal goodf and, more than 
this, ithas armed him with ifee means of protecting 1 Ms 
life and property} from* the iaiftnence of lightnings. "So 
that, like-Ajsx, he oamdefy, the storm. Uy^Befeaffie 
rods, oarried mp a, ^Hmney, a tower, or a mast, we may 
form a channel through which the whole of the 
electricity of tbe mest ■ terrific vthunder^cloued maybe 
carried haraalessly into the-earth or the- sea; arid itris 
pleasing to observe t that -at length prejudice has been 
overcome, and v " conductors*' are generally attached to 
high feraildings, and to -most of the-aMps of our nary.* 
It was discovered that tbe devastating : hailstorms of the 
south of JPrance and Switzerland, so destructive to'the 
vineyards ^aaod crops, were accompanied' by evidences of 
great electrical excitation, and it was proposed to dis- 
charge the electricity from the air by means of pointed 
metallic^ rods. These- have 5 been adopted, and, it is *aij, 

* On Lightning Conductors, by Sir WiDiam Snow Harris; 
Observations on the Action of Lightning Conduators, BjnW. Snow 
Harris, Esq., F.R.S. — London Electrical .Society's Transactions. 
Numerous valuable papers On Electricity, by Sir William Harris, 
will be found in the Philosophical Transactions. 
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irithTeal advantage — each rod protecting an area of one 
hnndred yards. Thus ii is that science ministers to our 
service; and how loxteb. morerpleashag is it to oontem- 
piate the lightning/ /with Ifae philosopher, as an agent 
destroying the elements of pestilence, and restoring) tte 
healthfuhaess of the air nee breathe, than with the 
romancer, to see in. it only the dreaded aspect of # a 
demon of destnactkm. 

The laws which i regulate the^sjwead* of a pestilence 
ace unknown. The difficulties of the investigation are 
great, I but they are by no means insurmountable. A 
plague passes from the east to the west across the world 
—it spreads maturing over, the gayest cities, and sorrow 
sitteth in the streets. 'The blaek death rises in the 
Orient: itjgoes on in i unchecked strength, and only 
finishes? its course whan.it has made theeircxrit of the 
civilized woi-ld. The cholera spreads its ebon wings — 
mankind trembles-swatches its progress, and looks 
upon the. path which is marked .by the myriads of the 
dead, who have fallen before the dire fiend. The 
diseases pass «way — the dead: are buried, and all is 
forgotten. The rash and the -rkjt of life are pursued: 
and until man is threatened with another advent, be 
cares not to trouble himself. Acomnpanying the last 
visitation, there appear certain peculiar meteorological 
conditions, whieh , point a line of * inquiry. It may or 
may net the the path which, leads to the truth, but 
certainly its .indications are worthy <rf careful ex- 
amination. It may be asked, can weak man stop a 
pestilence; ean a mortal's puny hand retard the afflic- 
tions of the. Almighty? The qitestiMi asked — it must 
be answered in reverence, yet without fear. No 
Imman power can produce a change in the physical con- 
difaons of the earth, or of the air; and if our diseases 
are connected with those changes, as beyond all doubt 
a number of them are, they lie above man's control. 
But when there are indications that causes secondary to 
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these are producing some dire effect, and when we 
know that these secondary causes may be modified, it is 
sufficient evidence to prove that man is permitted to 
control thus far the afflictions which are sent to try his 
powers. 

We find a disease winging its way from lane to alley 
and closed court, sweeping with destructive violence its 
way through damp cellars and crowded attics ; it is rife 
with mischief along the banks of reeking ditches, and 
on the borders of filthy streams. Certain it is, therefore, 
that some ultimate connexion exists between the con- 
ditions of dirt and this speedy death. Can science tell 
of, these? has it yet searched out the connecting link? 
Let the question be answered by a few facts. 

When the cholera first made its appearance, and 
subsequently, it has been observed that the electrical 
intensity of the atmosphere was unusually low. 

The disease has departed, and it is then found that 
the electricity of the air has been restored to its ordinary 
condition. 

This appears to show spme connexion; but how do 
these conditions link this physical force with the ditch- 
seeking disease? 

From all stagnant places, from all the sinks of over- 
crowded humanity, from fermenting vegetable and from 
putrefying animal matter, there are constantly arising 
poisonous exhalations to do their work of destruction. 

Where death and decay is a law, this must of necessity 
constantly occur; but the poisonous reek may be dif- 
fused, or it may be concentrated, and Nature has pro- 
vided for this, and ordered the means for rendering the 
poison harmless. ! 

By the agency of electricity, — probably, too, by the 
influence of light, — the oxygen in the air undergoes a 
peculiar change, by which it is rendered far more ener- 
getic than it is in its ordinary state. This is the con- 
dition to which the name of ozone has been applied* 
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Now, this ozone, or this peculiar oxygen, always exists 
in the air we breathe ; but its quantity is subject to great 
and rapid variations. It is found that when electrical 
intensity is high the quantity of this principle is great ; 
when the electrical intensity is low, as in the cholera 
years, the proportion of ozone is relatively low. 

This remarkable chemical agent possesses the power 
of instantly combining with organic matter, — of re- 
moving with singular rapidity all noxious odours ; and 
it would appear to be the most active of all known 
disinfectants. 

May we not infer from the facts stated that the pes- 
tilence we dread is the result of organic poison, which 
from a deficiency of ozone, — its natural antidote, — exerts, 
its baneful influences on humanity. This deficiency is* 
due to alterations in the electrical character of the air, 
possibly dependent upon phenomena taking place in the* 
sun itself, or it may be still more directly influenced by 
variations in the character of solar light, which we have 
not yet detected, by which the conditions of the electric 
power are determined. 

This may be a line along which it is fair to push en- 
qniry. But such an enquiry must be made in all the 
purity of the highest inductive philosophy, and specu- 
lation must be held firmly in the controlling chains of 
experiment and observation. In the truths, however, 
which are known to us, there is so much harmony and 
consistence that even the melancholy theme links itself 
—a tragedy — with the Poetry of Science. 

It has been thought, and much satisfactory evidence 
uas been brought forward to support the idea, that the 
earth's magnetism is due to currents of electricity 
circulating around the globe ; as a great natural current 
from east to west — that, indeed, it has an unvarying 
reference to the motion of the earth in relation to the sun.* 

* Adopting, to a certain extent, this view, Faraday, in his. 
Electrical Nomenclature, proposed for the word polo to substitute- 
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These terrestrial currents, as^they have>withoat doubt 
a very important bearing on the structural oonditiaiis 
of the ix)ck-formati<ras?«Mi tit© distribution of minerals, 
require an attentive consideration ; bat we must/ in the 
first ^lace, eramineyas far ^s we inow/ the influences 
exerted, or supposed to ! bo exerted, by eiedrieity^in its 
varieid forms. 

Hie phenomena of vitality-have, by many, been con- 
sidered as immediately dependent upon its influence ; 
and a rather extensive series of experiments- has been 
made in support of this hypothesis. The researches 
of Philip on the action of the organs of digestion, when | 
separata! from their connection with the brain, but ' 
united with a galvanic ' battery, have been . proved by 
Dr. Eeid to be delusive j* since, as the organ is not 

<auode (<*w> upwards, and iShs r a way), the way which the sunrises; 
and cathode (iemTk t deumwards,.8.n& dibs, a way), the way which the 
sun sets. The hypothesis belongs essentially to Ampere. Objec- I 
tions to the. Theories severally of Franklin, Daf ay, and Ampere, with ! 
an ISjfbrtio Explain Electrical Phenomena by Statical orUndulatory 
Polarisation, by Robert Hare, M.D., Pennsylvania,, will well repay 
an attentive perusal. 

* Inquiry into the Laws of the Vital Jtoicrtoas.— Philosophical j 
Transactions, 1815, 1822; Some Observations relating to the Func- j 
Moris' -of Digestion, ibid., 1829 : ' On the Powers on which the' Func- 
tions of Life m the more perfect animals idepend, aud^ou the mummer j 
in which they are associated in the production of their moreomm- \ 
plicated results, by A. P. W. Philip, MJX, EJ9LS..-L. and E.— | 
The following extract frem the last-quoted of Dr. Philip's Memoirs, I 
will give a general view of the conclusions of that eminent physio- 
logist : — " With respect to the nature of the powers. of the living 
animal which we have been considering, the sensorial/actd mus- 
cular powers, and the powers peculiar, to living blood, we have 
found belong to the living animal alone, all their peculiar proper- 
ties being the properties of life. The functions of life' may be 
divided into two classes, those which are affected by the properties 
of this principle alone, and thoee, by iar the most numerous doss, 
which result from the co-operation of these properties with, those 
of the principles which operate in inanimate nature. The nervous 
power we have found to be a modification of one of the latter prin- 
•ciples, because it can exist in other textures than those to which 
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removed frowrthe iaifeenee of tire Irv in g yro e i^ fe, it is 
«p^ evident? th^t the efactmtyiiefe is « only secondary 
to some > more important power. Matteucei lias -ea- 
deavmtred »to -ihow that nervous action 1 is intimately 
wmeetefcl nvtth electric ^wfoation, ^ad 1 that electricity 
may? be nuide aTnearaser *f mrroasiritabilityi* There 
can be no doubt' that a peculiar saeee^tibility to eicite- 
mmfcexi&ff income systems, and this is very strikingly 
Ao^ni in' t^difetarfeanc«s produced by electric action; 
but in the experiments iriiieh have been brought for- 
waid ive nave only the evide»oe ! that ^eertain number 
of in^seuLsr^contractions are exhibited in one animal by 
actrrenfcnof electricity, giving" a measured effect by the 
voltameter, -which are different &om these produced 
«pon "watitiher by -a enrrent of the same power. An 
attempt \ has -recently been made by Mr. A. Smee to 
redact the ^Jectrieal phenomena eonneetedwith vitality 
to a more -exact system than had hitherto been done* 
We cannot, however, regard the attempt *as successful. 
3J» author has trusted Almost entirety to analogical 
wasoaiug, irl&eh is in science always dangercms.f In 
ft«'fc?^tep m «it of efectiiciiy daring the operation of 
the vital fcrcez-we- see only the phenomena produced 
by the action of any 1 two dissifflilar cheanieal compounds 

^i^n^iittheimng^AniDaaly and we can substitute ior it one ©f 
laoee principles without disturbing the functions of life. 

"Late discoveries have been gradually evincing how far more 
extensive than was supposed, even a few years* ago, is the domi* 
tiftx of. eleeteibrty. Magnetism, chemtoaL affinity,; and (I beheve 
*®& the facte .stated in . the. foregoing p*pwv it will 'be impossible 
to avoid the?ooncliision) the .nervous influence, the leading power 
Mittie vital functions of the animal frame, properly so called, appear 
*fl trf them to be modifications of this apparently universal agent ; 
^1 may add we have already some glimpses of its sMl more ex- 
toaafoe dwfcimom." 

Beferto Br. Raid's- papers. 

* ^leotrqphysiological Researches : by Signer Carlo Matteucci ; 
*foL' 'Trans. 1845, p. 2&3, and subsequent years. 

t Eiectro-Biblbgy : by Alfred Bmee, Esq. 
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upon each other. It has been thought that the structure 
of the brain presents an analogy to that of the galvanic 
battery, and the nerves represent the conducting -wires. 
Although, however, some of the conditions appear 
similar, there are many which have no representatives 
in either the mechanical structure or the physical 
properties of the brain, so far as we know it. Thai the 
brain is the centre, the source, and termination of sen- 
sation is very clearly proved by physiological investi- 
gations. That the nerves are the media by which, all 
sensation is conveyed to the brain, and also the instru- 
ments by which the will exerts its power over the 
muscles, is equally well established. But to say that we 
have any evidence to support the idea that electricity 
has aught to do directly with these great physiological 
phenomena, would be a bold assertion, betraying a want 
of due caution on the part of the investigator. - That 
electric effects are developed during the operations erf 
vitality is most certain. Such must be the case, from i 
the chemical changes taking place during respiration 
and digestion, and the mechanical movements by which, 
even during external repose, the necessary functions of 
the body are carried on. Whether electricity is the 
cause of these, or an effect arising from them, we need 
not stop to examine, as this is, in the present state of 
our knowledge, a mere speculation. We have no evi*. 
dence that electricity is an exciting power, but rather 
that it is one of those forces which tend to establish 
the equilibrium of matter. When disturbed — when its 
equilibrium is overset — it does, in its efforts to regain 
its stability, produce most remarkable effects. An 
electrical machine must be rubbed to exhibit any force. 
In all galvanic arrangements, even the most simply 
dissimilar bodies are brought together, and the latent 
electricity of both is disturbed ; and, even in the magnet, 
it is only when this takes place that its electrical powers 
are developed. In the Gymnotus, electricity appears to 
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be dependent upon the power of the will of the animal ; 
but even in this extraordinary fish, it is only under pe- 
culiar conditions that the electrical excitement takes 
place, and "what they inflict, they feel" during the 
restoration of that equilibrium which is necessary to 
their healthy state. In every case, therefore, we see 
that some power far superior to this is the ultimate 
cause; indeed, light and heat, and probably actinism, 
appear to stand superior to this principle ; and on these, 
in some combined mode of action, in all probability, 
sensible electricity is dependent. Beyond even these 
elements, largely as they are engaged in the organic 
and inorganic changes of this world, there are occult 
powers which may never be understood by finite beings. 
We advance step by step from the most solid to the 
most ethereal of material creations, and we examine a 
series of extraordinary effects produced by powers which 
we know not whether to regard as material or imma- 
terial, so subtile are they. On these, it appears, we 
may exhaust our inductive investigations — we may dis- 
cover the laws by which these principles act upon the 
grosser elements, and develope phenomena of a very 
remarkable kind which have been unobserved or mis- 
understood. Whether light, heat, and electricity are 
modifications of one power, or different powers very 
dsaely united in action, is a problem we may possibly 
s^VB; bat to know what they are, appears to be beyond 
&e hopes of science; and it were idle to dream of 
elucidating the causes hidden beyond these forces, and 
ty which they are regulated in all their actions on dead 
or living matter. 

M. Du Bois Raymond, from a series of researcher 
remarkable alike for their difficulty and the delicacy 
*ith which they have been pursued, draws the following, 
amongst many others, as his conclusions as to the coi - 
section of electricity and vital phenomena. 
The muscles and nerves, including the brain and the 
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spinal chord,. are endowed'dHrmg life wit h an eieelr©- 
motive poorer* which acts according, to a definite las*. 

The electromotive power la*t$ wj ten death, ,o»- in» dis- 
sected nerves- and. nmsdea. after separation from, the 
body of theansmai, aa loaag aa the excitability of. the 
nervous and macular fibre ; whether these fibres > are 
permitted to die gradually from the eeseatioa of the 
conditions necessary to the suppprtiof life, or* whether 
they aire* siMeniy deprived of their vitaL properties, by 
heat or chemical action. 

Let us not suppose for? a moment that. these coa- 
elusions indicate in the remotest .degree. that< electricity 
i» lifey — that vital power ia due to ^eieetridtyt. 

During life, mth eray metien, and,, indeed, with 
every emotion, whether* we movent mnae&e osi exert the 
mind, there is a change of state. Theresnft of this is 
c^mi^pheno««^-— heatawideetricityj buttheaftSK 
not life.. We earite th^m eqim%)by gmagmotk»t& 
a dead mass. 

Notwithstanding, the assertions of those wk»> have 
zealously f oltowed the path of Meager, awl emunwed, 
or they have tbcogbt soy the. paychelofpeal' efeeta de- 
pendent upon seine strange pfyssologieai eondjtioes* 
there is not am experiment on record, — there ia net: an 
observation worthy of credit, which shews* that, eko 
tricity has any connection wfth their resultst. All around 
their subject- is> uncertainty:: d©ubt inorolvea eray 
experiment, and; deceptions do^da &• large > mpaber* 
Some few grains' of truth, and: these ara suffiewttrt? 
strange, are .mixed up in an enormous mesaof error. 

All the phenomena of life,— of the vis yti*tor vitality, 
are beyond human search. All the physical forces, or 
dements, we may examine by thattst.of experiment: 
but the priiwqdejoii which sensathm depends, the pn^ 
ciple even upon which i vegetable /^^depends, caw** 
be tested. Life? is, infinitely superiors to eraryiphysk 8 * 
force; it hold* them all in control, bi^; is. not it«lf 
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controlled by them? . it beep* its state sacred front 
trnzBtt^easBh/T^heinriu^ veil of 

mottaliiyv. 

During cheatgearini the electrical eondftiotw of the 
sarth and atmosphere, vegetables give iBtbcBtkns of 
being in a pecntnurr manner influenced by this power. 
Lt is pwrvecLby experiments thai, the leaves of plants 
ureameng the boot, conductors of electricity; and it 
baa hence, been inferred tint- it must necessarily be 
idvaa&tgem* to> vegetation- Thai vegetable growth 
is, equally with animal growth, subject to electricity, 
is ane;o£ itar'qnkJcanBg powera, must be admitted; 
bat ailf experiments whieh have been fairly tried with. 
the vicar* (rfratratdaifflg. the growth of' plants by its 
agewyj. hare: given remit* of a negative character.* 
Thai: a galvanic arrang e me nt may produce cbetnical 
ckaages^iiittheraaiV wtriefc may be advantageena- to the 
pkn^iaqpajdbdble;:b«ttha* a jdaa^.cmibe brow^it to 
maturity soosu*) * oar be made to develops itself more 
completely, under the direct action of electrical exci- 
t»ti«(Q, appearrto be one of those dreams of /science 
which will have arpiacg fnogigst themaarveb of. alchemy 
and the fiction* ofiastroiogy. An attentive eaaininatiott 
of all the cowirtiona j necessary few the satisfactory de- 
vek^joawit of the piant, vriH render? it evident, , that, 
althmgb the) ordinary electrical state of the earth ami 
atmoephefe moat iinftneoce the processes of germinatk>n 
a&d vegetable growth^. yet that any additional excitement 
B«Bt be detractive to itkeni- The wonders wrooght by 
electrical power are marvellous; a magi© influence is 

* Observations of Electric Currents in Vegetabh Structures: by 
folding Bird, Esq., F.IiS. ; Magazine of Natural History, vol. x. 
p. 24*. In tfeis-paper T>t; Bited remarks tbat his expewments lead 
^tkecoQchraiMithat vegetaWaecattaot become sov changed with 
electricity, as. ,td afford a spark ; that electrical currents of feeble 
tension are always circulating; in vegetable tissues ; and that elec- 
trical currents are developea during germination from* chemical 
action. 
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exerted by it, and naturally the inquiring mind is led 
at first to believe that electricity is the all-powerfti 
principle of creation ; but a little reflection will servtfn 
to convince us that it is a subordinate agent, although a 
a powerful one. 

In proceeding with our examination of the phe* i 
nomena which present themselves in connection with i 
the terrestrial currents, we purposely separate mag*s 
netism from those more distinct electro-chemical agenJ ■ 
cies which play so important a part in the great cosmicai h 
operations. 

Electricity, we have already stated, flows through o# i 
involves all bodies ; but, like heat, it appears to undergo i 
a very remarkable change in becoming associated with i 
some forms of matter. We have the phenomena di 
magnetism when an electric current circulates through s 
a metallic wire, and it would appear that all other bodie* 
acquire a peculiar polar condition under the influence ot± 
this principle, which will be explained in the next chapter, ji 

The rocks, taken as masses, will not conduct an 'i 
electric current when dry : granite, porphyry, slate, and ( 
limestone, obstructing its passage even through the i 
smallest spaces. But all the metallic formations admit 
of its circulating with great freedom. This fact it must, 
however, be remembered does not in any way interfere ) 
with the hypothesis of the existence of electricity in all ' 
bodies, in what we must regard as its latent state, from j 
which, under prescribed conditions, it may be readily 
liberated. Neither does it affect the question of circu- 
lation, in relation to the great diffusion of electricity 
which we suppose to exist through all nature, and to 
move in obedience to some fixed law. We know that 
through the superficial strata electric currents circulate 
freely, whether they are composed of clay, sand, or any 
mixture of these with decomposed organic matter; 
indeed, that with any substance in a moist state they 
suffer no interruption. 
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The electricity of mineral veins has attracted much 
attention, and numerous investigations into the pheno- 
mena which these metalliferous formations present, have 
been made from time to time.* 

By inserting into the mass of a copper lode, or vein, in 
situ, a metallic wire, which shall be connected with a mea- 
mrer of galvanic action, a wire also from the instrument 
being brought into contact withanother fo<fe,an immediate 
effect is generally produced, showing that a current is 
traversing through the wires from one lode to the other, 
and completing the circulation probably over the dark 
bee of the rock in which the fissures forming the 
taineral veins exist.f The currents thus detected are 
often sufficiently active to deflect a magnetic needle 
powerfully, to produce, slowly, electro-chemical decom- 
position, and to render a bar of iron magnetic. These 
currents must not be confounded with the great 
electrical movements arouud the earth. They are 
only to be detected in those mineral formations in which 
there is evidence of chemical action going on, and, the 
greater the amount of this chemical operation, the more 
energetic are the electrical currents.J We have, how- 

* 0» Mineral Veins: by Robert Were Fox, Esa. ; Fourth Re- 
port of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. On the Electro- 
w*9netic Properties of Metalliferous Veins in the mines of Cornwall : 
by Robert W. Fox, Esq. ; Phil. Tians. 1830, p. 399. 

t Experiments and Observations on the Electricity of Mineral 
£<«# .• by Robert Hunt and John Phillips ; Reports of the Royal 
Cornwall Polytechnic Society for 1841-42. On the Electricity of 
Mineral Veins: by Mr. John Arthur Phillips; Ibid., 1843. 

I In the lead lodes of Lagylas and Frongoch, electrical currents 
*ere detected by Mr. Fox, but none in those of South Mold and 
Miknr, in Flintshire : Cornwall Geological Transactions, vol. iv. 
la the lead veins of Coldberry and Sheers, in Teasdale, Durham, 
toe currents detected were very feeble : Reports of the Bristol As- 
sociation, 1838. Von Strombeck could detect no electric currents 
^ the Veins worked in the clay slate near Saint Goar, on the 
j*hme: Archiv. fur Mineralogie; Geognosie, <&c, von Dr. C. J. B 
Karsten, 1833. Professor Reich, however, obtained very decided 
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ever, very good evidence thAt*these local 'currents <have, 
of (themselves, many peculiar influence*. It not 'urifre- 
quently happens that owing to some greet 'disturbance 
of the crust of the earth, a mineral vein k dislocated, 
and one part either sinks below, or is lifted above its 
original position ; the ^fissures formed between the two 
being usually filled in with clay or with crystalline 
masses of more recent formation 1 than the fesnre ifcaiK. 
It is frequently found that these " crow <e&wr9es," as 
they are called in 'mining language, contain ores 'bf a 
different character from those which constitute #e 
mineral vein; for instance, in *them nickel, cobalt, and 
silver are <not unfrequently discovered. When these 
metals are so found, they almost invariably occur 'be- 
tween the ends of <the dislocated lode, and often 'take* 
curvilinear direction, to if they were deposited along * 
line of electrical force.* 

In ihe laboratory sudh an arrangement has -been 
iHHtated, «nd in a»mass of day fixed between the -g&- 
vanic plates, after a efaotft period a cfcstinet 'formation of 
a mineral arein has tafcen plaee.t By *the action, $00, of 
weak electrical currents, Beequerel, Crosse, aid cWhers, 
have been successful in imitating nature so far as to 
produce crystals of quartz and otter minerals. In *addi- 
tion to tins evidence, in support of the electrical theory 

resalte at Frwok Qfook, Ntue Ihffmmff, -Gotflob, and fai 'Other mi- 
nexal veins in the mining districts of -Saxony : Ediribnrgb fJew 
Piuleeppbical Journal, vol. xxviii. 1*99. The irregpdarities are all 
to be explained by the presence or absence of chemical excitation. 

* This was remaj&ably the ease at Muel 8pmmtm,iiear -Redruth, 
where the cobalt was discovered betweed two portions of a dislo- 
cated lode ; and -the same was -absorbed by Mr. Peroral Johnson 
in a small mine worked for «iokel, near "ftt. Austell. 

\ On tie jhwcb** mmdfor v H e im nj ariffickflvmM m<day: ty 
T. B. Jordan; Sixth Annual Report of tfee Beyal Comwal Poly- 
teehmc Society. Bee also my memoir, already referrefl to, in the 
Memoim of the Geolegiesd JSnrwey and Museum *f 5Praofical^»o- 
ls»,woU. 
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«fthe «rigoa of Mineral veins, it can be esrperimewfcarry 
sfcowa tint a schistose st ru ctur e may be given to days 
and sandstone by *ri£aie action.* 

There is often a very remarkable regaknty in the 
direction of -mineral reins.: throughout Cornwall, for 
instance, they most ooinvroaofly have a bearing from (the 
E. of KL to-flie W. of S. it has hence been infenced 
that they observe some relation to <the<magnetic poles of 
the earth. However this may be, it is certain that tie 
ore in any lodes whkt «re in a dwectian at right angles, 
«r nearly ae, to this main line, differs in character {from 
ftat found in these, ao <eatied, east and west lobes.f 

The aources of chemical action in the earfh are nume- 
rous. Water percolating through the soil, and imdtng 
its way to great depths through fissures in the recks, 
carries -tfitih it •oxygen and various salts in solution- 
Water again rising irom bekm, whether infiltrated firom 
At ocean «r derived font other sources, is usually of a 
high tenaperature, rand it always contains a large quan- 
tify of mSaaae matter, J By these causes alone chemical 

* Bee ftecyierel, TraiM Experiments de TElectriciM, ifc. Eke- 
trkal Experiments on the formation of Artificial Crystals : by 
Andrew Crosse, Esq. ; Uritish Association Reports, vol v., 1836. 
The lamination of clay and. other substance* is /described in my 
memoir referred to, Note p. 226. . 

t Beport on the Geology of Cornwall, Devon, and West Somer- 
set, by Sir Henry T. De la Beche : Theoretical observations on the 
formation and filling of Mineral Veins and Common Faults, p. 349. 

I The, following analyses of waters from deep mines were made 
ty me in 1840, and, with many others, published in &e Reports of 
*to Boyal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. 
Consolidated Mines, Gwennap, 

Cornwall. In 1,000 grains of water. 

Muriate of soda . . .1*5 



Jiulphate of lime . 
Sulphate of iron . 
■Sulphate of copper 
Silica 
Alumina 



•5 
-It 
1:25 
•15 
•8 



Total 3 7 
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action must be set up. Chemical change cannot take 
place without a development of electricity : and it has 
been proved that the quantity of electricity required for 
the production of any change is equal to that contained 
in the substances undergoing such change. Thus a 
constant activity is maintained within the caverns of the 
rock by the agency of the chemical and electrical 
elements, and mutations on a scale of great grandeur 
are constantly taking place under some directive force. 
The mysterious gnome, labouring — ever labouring— 
in the formation of metals, and the mischievous Cobatas 
of the mine, are the poor creations of superstition. A 
vague fear is spread amongst great masses of mankind 
relative to the condition of the dark recesses of the 
earth ; a certain unacknowledged awe is experienced by 
many on entering a cavern, or descending a mine : not 
the natural fear arising from the peculiarity of the situ- 
ation, but the result of a superstitious dread, the effect 
of a depraved education, by which they have been taught 
to refer everything a little beyond their immediate com- 
prehension to supernatural causes. The spirit of demon 

United Mines, Gwennap. In 1,000 grains of water. 

Muriate of soda .... 1*10 
Muriate of lime *15 

* Sulphate of soda .... '50 
Sulphate of lime . , . .1*5 
Sulphate of iron *75 

Alumina *5 

Silica *15 . 

Total 465 

Great St. George. 

Muriate of soda . . . . 1 35 

Sulphate of lime . . . . *74 

Carbonate of iron . . . *70 

Alumina # 50 

Carhonate of lime . . . *10 

Total „ . . 3-4 
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worship, as well as that of hero worship, has passed 
from the early ages down to the present ; and under its 
influence the genii of the East and the demons of the 
West have preserved their traditionary powers. 

Fiction has employed itself with the utmost license in 
giving glowing pictures of treasures hidden in the earth's 
recesses.. The caverns of Chilminar, the cave of Alad- 
din, the abodes of the spirits of the Hartz, and the 
dwellings of the fairies of England, are gem-bespangled 
and gold-glistening vaults, to which man has never 
reached. The pictures are pleasing ; but although they 
kave the elements of poetry in them, and delight the 
young mind, they want the sterling character of scien- 
tific truth ; and the wonderful researches of the plod- 
ding mineralogist have developed more beauty in the 
caverns of the dark rock than ever fancy painted in her 
tappiest moments. 

In all probability the action of the sun's rays upon 
the earth's surface, producing a constantly varying differ- 
ence of temperature, and also the temperature which, 
has been observed as existing at great depths, give rise 
to thermo-electrical currents, which may play an impor- 
tant part in the results thus briefly described. 

In connection with these great natural operations, ex- 
plaining them, and being also, to some extent, explained 
by them, we have the very beautiful application of elec- 
tricity to the deposition of metals, called the Electrotype. 

Applying the views we have adopted to this beautiful 
discoyery,* the whole process by which these metallic 
deposits are produced will be yet more clearly under- 
stood. By the agency of the electric fluid, liberated 

* The discovery of the electrotype has been disputed, as all valu- 
able discoveries are. Without, however, at all disparaging the 
merits of what had been done by Mr. Jordan, I am satisfied, after 
the most careful search, that the first person who really employed 
Electro-chemical action for the precipitation of metals in an orna- 
mental form, was Mr. Spencer, of Liverpool. 
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in tike g&fv&nic tottery, 9 disturfcancc- of the* eleettfieity 
of the solution of copper, silver, or gold, w produce^ 
and the metal is deposited; but, instead rf aH6wittg r the* 
acid in combination to escape, it has presented to it 
some of the same metal as that revived, and, conse- 
quently, it combines with it, and this compound, being: 
dissolved, maintains the strength ef Khe solution.* A 
system of revival, or decomposition, is carried en a* me 
pole r and one of abrasion, or more correctly speaking, of 
composition and solution, at the other. By taking 
advantage of this very extraordinary power rf ele ctricit y , 
we now form vessels for ornament or use, we gild or 
silver all kinds of utensils, and give the imperishability 
of metal to the most deheate productions of nature — 
her fruits, her flowers, and her insects ; — and over <be 
finest labours of the loom we may throw coatings of goM 
or silver to add to their elegance and durability. Nor 
need we employ the somewhat* complex arrangement of 
the battery: we may tftke the steel magnet, and y Vf 
mechanically disturbing the electricity it contains, we 
can produce a current through eopper wires, which my 
be need, and k extensively employed, for gilding and 
silvering. f The earth itself may be made the battery, 
and,, by connecting wires with* its mineral depmrts, cur- 
rents of electricity have beenseenred, and tied for tte 
production of electrotype deposit. J 

* See Spencer, Instructions for the Multiplication of worts of 
Art in Metal 2y VoUaic Electricity. Novelties fl» Experimental' 
Science r Griffin, Glasgow Elements of Eltttr&MetaUmyj: h$ 
AJfred Sa*», Esq. 

£ The saagntto^lectrieal nwhiw* is «nakye£ in Birmipgbaia 
for this purpose ; but I am informed by Messrs. Elkington that 
they do not fiud it economical, or rather that the electro-precipita- 
tion is carried on too slowly. 

J This has been done by Mr. Robert Were Fox, at a mine near 
Falmouth. By connecting two copper wires with, two lodes, and 
brinjnng them, at the surface, into a celt containing a solution of 
sulphate of copper, this gentleman obtained an electrotype eopy of 
an engraved copper-platev 
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TKe electrotype i» but one. of the aggdicaiion* of. 
electricity to. the uae&af mam This agent- ha* been, 
employed} m the* carrier of thought; Mid- with infinite 
rapidity*, messages tof importance,. comimimoatioiMh in*- 
volving^life^and intelligences outstripping the speed of 
coward crime, have been communicated* There will.be 
no difficulty; in understanding the principle of this$ 
although, many of the nice^meohamoal arrangements, to 
ensure pxecusion, are ofiasemewhati elaborate character. 
The entire: action, dependa on< the deflection of; a ooiQf 
pass-needle by the passage of an electric: current, along 
its lengths T£\ at agiven point we place a, galvanic bat* 
tery,\and- at twenty op one. hundred mile* distance from 
itaoxmipaawaeedle* between a wire brought. from, and. 
another retaining to the battery, the needle w*lL remain 
tme-ta^its polar directumi so* long at the wires are im^ 
erated'; but the. moment, oonneetion.ij^ made, and the 
craeitis complete, the^elecfaieity of > the whole extentvof 
wires is disturbed^ and the needle i»* thrown* at, right 
angle* to thredireetion of the carrent. Provided a^oon* 
rations between* two points on. be secured,, however 
renaette; they am; fromn each- other,, we thu%, almost 
inftoirtatieqnsry; concyey any/ intelligence. The effects 
of sou electric current would appear at a distance of 
576*0001 miles® in a seeoa&d oft time ;. audi to that, di&- 
tanc«^ and with thab.speed r it is peeaibla, by Professor 
Wheatstone's beautiful arrangements, to conveyvwhispercs 
afi lave orrmeBsagesj o£ de ata ictiom 

Tfce'enehanted horse of the Arabiana ma^cian> the 
ma^pe carpet' of tfae f German 1 soisccffrH^.w^e peer, oontrj- 
vaneea> cranpared with the copper wire*, oft the eleo- 
trikaanj. by which, all the dlm*jultie» of time, and the 
bantam cispare appemtobetoveraame. IhtheileandU 
mmont mythology we find aertain spiritual powers of 
evil enabled: to paw with imperoeptihle speed from one 
remotepointto ancrther^SDwing'the seeda>o£ a common 
ruin amia^tmankimi:. Saich is themorbidcreation of 
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a wild yet highly endowed imagination. The spirit of 
evil diffuses itself in a remarkable manner, and, indeed, 
we might almost assign to it the power of ubiquity; 
but in reality its advance is progressive, and time enters 
as an element into any calculation on its diffusion. 
Electricity is instantaneous in action; as a spirit of 
peace and good-will it can overtake the spirit of evil, 
and divert it from its designs. May we not hope that 
the electrical telegraph, making, as it must do, the whole 
of the civilized world enter into a communion of thought, 
and, through thought, of feeling with each other, will 
bind us up in one common brotherhood, and that, 
instead of misunderstanding and of misinterpreting the 
desires and the designs of each other, we shall learn to 
know that such things as "natural enemies" do not 
exist ? To hope to break down the great barrier of 
language is perhaps too much ; but assuredly we may 
hope that, as we must do when closer and more intimate 
relations are secured by the aids of science, the barrier 
of prejudice may be razed to the ground, and not one 
stone left to stand upon another? Our contentions, 
our sanguinary wars, consecrated to history by the bap- 
tism of blood, have in every, or in nearly every, instance 
sprung from the force of prejudice, or the mistakes of 
politicians, whose minds were narrowed to the limits of 
a convention formed for perpetuating the reign of 
ignorance. 

And can anything be more in accordance with the 
spirit of all that we revere as holy, than the idea that 
the elements employed by the All Infinite in the works 
of physical creation shall be made, even in the hands of 
man, the ministering angels to the great moral re- 
demption of the world ? Associate the distant nations 
of the earth, and they will find some common ground 
on which they may unite. Mortality compels a de- 
pendence ; and there are charities which spring up alike 
in the breast of the savage and the civilized man, which 
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will not be controlled by the cold usages of pride, but 
which, like all truths, though in a still small voice, 
speak more forcibly to the heart than errors can, and 
serve as links in the great chain which must bind man- 
kind in a common brotherhood. "None are all evil," 
and the best have much to learn of the amenities of 
life from him who yet lives ina" state 6f nature," or 
rather from him whose sensualities have prevailed over 
his intellectual powers, but who still preserves many 
of the noblest instincts, to give them no higher term, 
which other races, proud of their intelligence, have 
thrown aside. Time and space have hitherto prevented 
the accomplishment of this ; electricity and mechanics 
promise to subdue both ; and we have every reason to 
hope those powers are destined to accelerate the union 
•of the vast human family. 

Electrical power has also been employed for the pur- 
Jpose of measuring time, and by its means a great number 
of clocks can be kept in a state of uniform correctness, 
which no other arrangement can effect. A battery being 
united with the chief clock, which is itself connected by 
wires with any number of clocks arranged at a distance 
from each other, has the current continually and regu- 
larly interrupted by the beating of the pendulum, which 
interruption is experienced by all the clocks included 
in the electric circuit; and, in accordance with this 
breaking and making contact, the indicators or hands 
move, over the dial with a constantly uniform rate. 
Instead of a battery the earth itself has supplied the 
stream of electric fluid, with which the rate of its revo- 
lntions has been registered with the utmost fidelity.* 

Electricity, which is now employed to register the 
march of time, rushes far in advance of the sage who 
walks with measured tread, watching the falling sands 
in the hour-glass. 

* This has been most effectually accomplished by Mr. Bain. 
^r. Hobson has had an electric clock, thus excited, in action for 
several years. 
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The earth is spanned and the ocean pLereed by 
the wires of the electric- telegraph. Already, froa 
the banks o£ the Thames te the shore* of the 
Adriatic^ our electric messenger will do our bidding. 
The telegraph, k making its way through Italy, and 
it ia dipping its. wire* in the. Mediterranean, soon to 
reach the coast of Africa, They will thea ran along 
the African shores to- Egypt and Tturkey > and stiU ob- 
waard uatil they unite with the tdegraphs, of India, rf 
which three thousand miles are iaa progpresa. Prom 
Hdndostan these wondroua wirea will zna from island to 
iriand in the Indian, Archipelago, and thn& connect 
Aoatraliai and New Zealand wi£h Europe. 

Im fefercr yeaara we may expect to hare* an* instantaneous 
report kr London of the extvaordanavy "nagg-jetf' dis- 
covered by some fortunate goM-dagger j Mid the csrile 
from hist native land in the Islancta of th&South Pacific 
Ocean, may kara every hour, if he witty of the doings 
of hi» family and friends in some village hornet of 
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CHAFFER X. 

MAGNETISM. 

Magnetic Iroii--Ehowledger of, by the Ancients — Artificial 
Magnets — Electro* Magnets — Electr**Magn©tism> — Magneto 
Eleetrieity — Theories of Magnetism— The Magnetic Power 
of soft Iron and Steel — Influence of Heat on Magnetism — 
Terrestrial Magnetism— Declination of the Compass-needle 
—Variation of the Earth's Magnetism — Magnetic Poles'— 
Banstoen's Speculations— Monthly and Diurnal: Variation—*- 
Bib and Intensity— Thermo>Magn«traiito-»Aurora Borealia 
—Magnetic Storms— Magnetic conditions of Matter — Dia* 
Magnetism, &e* 

Agreeably with the view now generally received, that 
magnetism and electricity are but modifications of one 
forc^ since they are found to stand to each other in the 
relation of cause and effect* the separation which is here 
adopted, of the consideration of their several phenomena^ 
hmj appear inappropriate. The importance, however, 
of all that is connected with magnetism, and the very 
decided difference which is presented by true magnetic 
action, and that of frictional or chemical electricity, is 
so peat that it has been thought advantageous to adopt 
the present arrangement in reviewing the influence of 
terrestrial magnetism with which science haa made us 
acquainted. 

Prom a very early period a peculiar attractive force 
has been observed in some specimens of iron ore. 
Masses of this, kind were found in Magnesia, and from 
that locality we derive the name given to iron in its- 
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polar condition. This is confirmed by the following 
lines by Lucretius : — 

Quod superest agere incipiam, quo foedere fiat 
Natura lapis hie ut ferrum ducere posait, 
Quern magneta vocant patrio de nomine Graii 
Magnetum, buia sit patriis in finibus ortus. 

Again we find Pliny employing the term magnetic, to 
express this singular power. It was known to the 
ancients that the magnetic power of iron, and the 
electric property of amber, were not of the same 
character, but they were both alike regarded as miracu- 
lous. The Chinese and Arabians seem to have known 
Magnetism ataperiod long before that atwhichEuropeans 
became acquainted with either the natural loadstone or 
the artificial magnet. Previously to a.d. 121, the 
magnet is distinctly mentioned in a Chinese dictionary; 
and in a.d. 419 it is stated in another of their books 
that ships were steered south by it.* 

The earliest popularly received account of its use in 
Europe is, that Vasco de Gama employed a compass in 
1427, when that really adventurous navigator first ex- 
plored the Indian seas. It is highly probable, however, 
that the knowledge of its important use was derived 
from some of the Oriental nations at a much earlier 
period. 

We have some curious descriptions of the leading 
stone or loadstone, in the works of an Icelandic 
historian, who wrote in 1068. The mariner's compass 
is described in a French poem of the date of 1181 ; and 
from Torfeus's History of Norway, it appears to have 
been known to the northern nations certainly in 1266. 

* Treatise on Magnetism, by Sir David Brewster. Cosmos : a 
Sketch of a Physical description of the Universe ; by Alexander 
Von Humboldt— Otte's Translation. 
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We have not to deal with the history of magnetic 
discovery, but so far as it tells of the strange pro- 
perties which magnets are found to possess, and the 
application of this knowledge to the elucidation of 
effects occurring in nature. 

A brown stone, in no respect presenting anything by 
which it shall be distinguished from other rude stones 
around it, is found, upon close examination, to possess the 
power of drawing light particles of iron towards it. If 
this stone is placed upon a table, and iron filings are 
thrown lightly around it, we discover that these filings 
arrange themselves in symmetric curves, proceeding 
from some one point of the mass to some other ; and 
upon examining into this, we shall find that the iron 
which has once clung to the one point will be rejected 
by the other. If this stone is freely suspended, we 
shall learn also that it always comes to rest in a certain 
position, — this position being determined by these 
points, and some attractive force residing in the earth 
itself. These points we call its poles ; and it is now 
established that this rude stone is but a small represen- 
tative of our planet. Both are magnetic : both are so 
in virtue of the circulation of currents of electricity, or 
of lines of magnetic force, as seen in the curves formed 
by the iron dust, and the north pole of the one attracts 
the south pole of the other, and the contrary. By a 
confusion of terms we speak of the north pole of a com- 
pass-needle, meaning that point which is always oppo- 
site to the north pole of the earth : the truth being that 
the pole of the compass-needle, which is so forcibly 
drawn to the north, is a point in a contrary state, or, as 
we may express it, really a south pole. 

There is a power of a peculiar kind, differing from 
gravitation, or any other attracting or aggregating force 
with which we are acquainted, which exists permanently 
in the magnetic iron stones, and also in the earth. 
"What is this power? 
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Magnetism may be produced in any bar of steel, 
either by rubbing it with a loadstone, or by placing it in 
a oertam position in relation to the magnetic cwreKtsef 
the earth, and, by a blow or any other means, tdistauihmg 
its molecular arrangement. This principle appears to 
involve the iron as -with an atmosphere, and to inter- 
penetrate it: By one magnet we may induce magnetism 
in any mnnber of iron bars without its losing any of its 
original force. As we have observed of the electrical 
farceB already considered, the magnet oonstantiy presents 
two points in which there is a, difference maautfestedify 
the Gvoamstanoe that they are always tdrawn with «sd> 
sideratte power towards the north .or south pales of the 
earth. Hart this power is of tike same <jMmBefcer as the 
electricity which we have been ooaundcring, is aow most 
satisfactorily proceed. By involving a bar of soft iron 
which, being without any magnetic power, is incapable 
<of sustaining even an ounce werigh^ with a oaB of 
eepper wire, thnaogh which a galvanic ewrrent is passing, 
the bar will receive, by induction front the current, an 
en&nnons accession of power, and wiB, so loag as the 
<curw*nt tfowB a&omid it, sustain many hoswbred pounds 
weight, which, the inoment.the<cttrnaat is checked, fell 
away from it in obedience to the law«f gravity. Tbas 
the mere flow of this invisible agent around a mass of 
metal possessing no magneto-attractive power, at once 
imparts this life-hike influence to it, and as long as the 
current is maintained, the iron is endowed with tte 
surprising energy . 

This ^discovery, which we owe to the genius of 
Oersted, and winch has, indeed, gmn rise to a ner 
science, electro-magnetaHm, maybe aegaededats <sme(rf 
the most important additions made to «ur knowledge. 

Cum^ electricity is magnetic; irenisngd; imisssry 
i» the fwodaotion of aaagnetic phaaosnmik, although fy 
its presence we ^secure a greater amtwntrfpojser. The 
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copper wires which complete the circuit of a galvanic 
battery, will attract and hold tip large quantities of iron 
filings, and the wipes of the electric telegraph will do 
the same, while any signal is being conveyed akmg 
them. Again, all the phenomena common to galvanic 
electricity <mn be produced by merely disturbing the 
power permanently secured in the ordinary magnet. 
It was thought that magnets -would become weakened 
by this constant disturbance of their magnetism; but, 
since its application to the purpose of manufacture, and 
magneto-electricity has been employed in electroplating, 
it has been found that continued action for many 
years, during which enormous quantities of electricity 
have been thus given out and employed in producing 
chemical decomposition, has not, in the slightest degree, 
altered their powers. Thus a smaQ bar af metal is 
shewn to be 'capable of pouring out, for any number of 
yean, the principle upon which the phenomena of mag- 
netism depend. 

There ar^, however, differences, and .striking ones, 
tafoeen ordinary and magnetic electricity. Zn the 
Hagnet we hawe a fpower at rest, .and in the electrical 
nuehbe or galvanic battery, a power in motioiu 
Ga&iary electricity is stopped in its passage by a plate 
of glass, of reeiii,and many <other*ubstanees; but mag- 
netism passes these with freedom, and influences anag- 
**& bodies placed on the other side. It {would appear, 
though we ^cannot explain how, that magnetism is due 
*° some lateral influence trf the electric xjucrents. A 
Magnetic bar is placed over a *oapper cwbe, :and it hangs 
^a^ily in the direction of its length $ an ebsctric cument 
* passed rilong it, and themagntrt isatonceidrkenta 
jjjceitsctf across tibe^whre. Xfpaa rthis ejqyerknent, hi 
^ttwn, Ampta founds his dfa^^ 
l^tisiu. He supposes electrical currents to be travers- 
^ our £labe fsam oast to west, and thns* fhait the 
needle lakes its direction, not Jkom the : 
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of any fixed magnetic poles, bnt from the repulsion of 
these currents, as is the case with the wire. 

It has been found that wires, freely suspended, along 
which currents were passing in opposite directions, 
revolve about each other, or have an inclination to 
place themselves at right angles; thus exhibiting the 
same phenomenon as the magnet and the conducting 
wire. So far the hypothesis of Ampere leads us most 
satisfactorily. We see in the magnet one 'form of 
electricity, and in the machine or battery another. But 
why should not the electricity of the magnet, electricity 
at rest, exhibit the same powers as this force in 
motion? 

Oersted, whose theory led him to the discovery of the 
fact of the magnetic power of an electric current, of the 
establishment indeed of the new science — Electro- 
Magnetism, regards the phenomena of a current passing 
a wire, and its action on a needle, as evidence of two 
fluids, positive and negative; traversing in opposite 
directions, and mutually attracting and repelling. He 
conceives that they pass the wires in a series of spirals ; 
that in the magnet, by some peculiar property of the 
iron, this conflict of the currents is reduced to an equili- 
brium, and its power becomes manifested in its attractive 
force.* This does not, however, convey a clear idea to 
the mind. 

It is curious that iron becomes magnetic in a superior 
degree to any other metal ; that steel retains perma- 
nently any magnetism imparted to it ; but that soft 
iron rapidly loses its magnetic power. This must be in 
virtue of some peculiar arrangement of the molecules, 
or some unknown physical condition of the atoms of the 
mass, by which $ continued influence is retained by the 
steel, probably in a state of constant internal circulation. 

* Experience Eleetro-MagnStique . par M. CErsted. — Ann ales 
de Chimie, vol. xxii. p. 201. De la Rive, Recherches sur la Distri- 
bution de VEkctriciU dyn. dans les Corps.— Geneve, 1825. . 
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It las, however, been shown that soft iron, aader 
certain circwistancesy nay be Made to retain % large 
amoralr of magnetic forced 

If a horse-shoe shaped , bar of soft iron k rendered 
magnetic by thecireiitafci«iof an electric current around 
it, while its two ends, are united by an armature of soft 
iron, so that it is capable of supporting many lumdred 
pounds weight ; and we then, by breaking the circuit, 
stop the current, taking eare the armatore is kept in 
contact, the iron wiQ not lose its magnetic property, 
bat will retain this power for many years. If the con- 
Becting piece of iron, the armature, is removed, the bar 
immediately loses aU its magnetism, and will not support 
even the armature itself. This fact appears to confirm 
the idea that magnetism is dne to the retention of 
electricity, and that steel possesses the property of 
equalizing the opposing forces, or of binding this 
principle to itself Eke an atmosphere* 

The influence of heat on magnetism is so remarkable 
* proof of the dependence of thk power upon molecular 
arrangement, that it must not escape oar notice* To 
select but one of many experiments by Mr. Barlow, it 
was found that in a bar of malleable iron,, in which, 
when cold, the magnetic effect was + 30? tf, all polarity 
ceased at a white heat, that it was scarc e l y appreciable 
at a red heat, but that at a blood-red heat it was equal 
to + 41° O'.f 

The more closely we examine the peculiarities of the 
magnetic power, and particularly as they are presented 
to us in its terrestrial action, the more surprising will 
its influence appear to be. We have discovered a 

* C» the Magnetic power qf Soft Iron: by Mr. Watkins.— 
IVfesophicai Tranaaetioas, 1883. 

t CsraUo, On Msgnttiem. — C&vallo was the first who noticed 
tbeittflaemcecf heat on Magnetism. Consult On the anomalous 
Magnetic Action qf Hot Iron between the white and Mood-red heat: 
ty Peter Barlow, Esq.—Philosophkal Transactions, 1822, p. 124. 
fttttise on Maprmtmn : b y Barlow. — Encyclopedia Metropolitan* 

R 
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natural cause which certainly exercises a very remark- 
able power over matter, and we have advanced so far in 
our investigations as to have learnt the secret of convert- 
ing one form of force into another, or of giving to a 
principle, produced by one agency, a new character 
under new conditions; of changing, in fact, electricity 
into magnetism, and from magnetism again evolving 
many of the effects of electrical currents. 

If a magnetic bar is freely suspended above the 
earth, it takes, in virtue of some terrestrial power, a 
given direction, which is an indication of the earth's 
magnetic force. Whether this is the consequence of 
the currents of electricity, which Ampere supposes to 
circulate around the globe, from east to west, or the 
result of points of attraction in the earth itself, the 
phenomenon is equally wonderful. To whatever cause 
we may refer the visible effects, it appears certain that 
this earth is composed of particles in a magnetic state, 
the character varying with physical conditions, and that 
terrestrial magnetic force is the collective action of all 
the atoms of this planetary mass.* 

* " The foundation of our researches is the assumption that the 
terrestrial magnetic force is the collective action of all the magne- 
tised particles of the earth's mass. We represent to ourselves mag- 
netisation as the separation of the magnetic fluids. Admitting 
the representation, the mode of action of the fluids (repulsion of 
similar, and attraction of dissimilar, particles inversely as the 
square of the distance) belongs to the number of established 
truths. No alteration in the results would be caused by changing 
this mode of representation for that of Ampere, whereby, instead 
of magnetic fluids, magnetism is held to consist in constant gal- 
vanic currents in the minutest particles of bodies. Nor would it 
occasion a difference if the terrestrial magnetism were ascribed to . 
a mixed origin, as proceeding partly from the separation of the 
magnetic fluids in the earth, and partly from galvanic currents, 
in the same ; inasmuch as it is known that for each galvanic 
current may be substituted such a given distribution of the mag- 
netic fluids in a surface bounded by the current, as would exercise 
in each point of external space precisely the same magnetic aotion 
as would be produced by the galvanic current itsefil" — General 
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The remarkable connexion which has been observed 
between the changes in the physical condition of the 
surface of the sun and terrestrial phenomena, must not 
escape our notice. Sir William Herschel thought he 
perceived a link connecting the dark spots on the sun's 
face with the variations of the earth's temperature. 
This has not, however, been confirmed by the observa- 
tions which have been made since the time of Herschel. 
Hie careful examinations of the solar spots which have 
been made by Schwabe,* prove a well-defined order of 
progress in them. He has discovered that they move in 
cycles of ten years — from the smallest number visible in 
a given year, they regularly increase for five years, 
when they reach their maximum; they then as regularly 
decrease, and at the end of another five years they are 
at their maximum number. The magnetic observation* 
which have been carried on by the British and other 
governments for some years, over every part of the 
world, have elicited the fact that the order of variation 
in the earth's magnetic intensity is in cycles of ten 
years, and the law of increase and decrease which is found 
to prevail with the solar spots distinctly marks the varia- 
tions of terrestrial magnetism. Few more interesting 
facts than this are within the range of our knowledge, 
proving as it does the direct dependence of terrestrial 
phenomena on solar force. 

The constancy with which a magnetised needle points 
along a certain line which varies a little from the earth's 
axial line, renders it one of the most important instru- 
ments to the practical and the scientific man. The 
wanderer of the ocean or of the desert is enabled, 
without fear of error, to pursue his path, and in un- 
known regions to determine the azimuth of objects. 

Theory of Terrestrial Magnetism, by Professor Carl Friedrich 
Gauss, of the University of Grottingen. — Scientific Memoirs, 
vol. ii. p. 188. 
* Humboldt's Cosmos*— Ott6's translation. 
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The miner or the s ur vey or finds in the m agne ti c com- 
pan the surest guide in his labours, and the exp er ime nt 
is for ever studying its indjgatiopsi 

" True as the needle to the pole " 

has passed into a proverb among mankind, bat the 
searching inquiry of modern observers has shown that 
the expression is correct only with certain limits liura. 
There are two lines on the surface of the earth along 
winch the needle points true north, or where the mag- 
netic and the geographical north correspond. These 
are called lines of wo variation, or, as they hare also 
been designated, agonic timet, and one is fovnd in the 
eastern and the otter in the western hemisphere; The 
American line is singularly regular, passing in a south- 
east direction from the latitude 60° to the west of Hud- 
son's Bay, aeross the American lakes, till it readies the 
South Atlantic ocean, and cuts the meridian of Green- 
wich in about 65° south latitude. The Asiatic line of 
no variation is very irregular, owing, without doubt, to 
local interferences; it begins below New Holland, in 
latitude 60° south; it bends westward aeross the Indian 
ocean, and from Bombay has an inflection eastward 
through China, and then northward across the sea of 
Japan, till it readies the latitude of 71° north, when it 
descends again southward, with an immense seiniemmlar 
bend, which terminates in the White Seav 

Hansteen has thought that there are two points in 
each hemisphere which may be regarded as stronger 
and weaker poles on opposite sides of the poles of revo- 
lution. These are called the magnetic poles of the 
earth, or by Hansteen magnetic points of convergence. 
These four points are considered to hare a regular 
motion round the globe, the two northern ones from 
west to east, and the two southern ones from east to 
west. By the assistance of recorded observations, 
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Hansteen few calculated the period* of these revolutions 
*© be as follows :— - 

The weakest morth pole in 660 year*. 
The strongest north pole in 1746 jeans. 
The weakest south pole in 1304 years. 
The strongest south pole in 4609 years. 

^Riere are some points of speculation on which 
Himrt e c n lias ventured which have been smiled at as 
fancifu l; but ihey maj rather indicate an amount of 
knowledge in the Brahirinieal and Egyptian priesthood, 
beyond what ire are usually disposed to allow them, and 
prove that their observations of nature had led them to 
an appreciation of some of the most remarkable harmo- 
nies of this mysterious creation. 

The above terms are exceedingly near 864, 1246, 
1TB8, 4880, and those numbers are equal to the mystic 
-number of the Indians, Oreeks, and Eg yp tia n s, 482 
multiplied by 2, 8, 4, and 10. On these the ancients 
beKeved a certain combination of natural events to 
depend, and, according to Brafairimcal mythology, the 
duration of the world is divided into -four periods, each 
of 483,000 years. Again, the sun** mean distance from 
the earth is 216 radii of the sun, and the moon's mean 
distance 216 radii of the moon, each the half of 432. 
Proceeding with this very curious examination, Han- 
steen says, 60 multiplied by 432 equals 15,920, the 
smallest number divisible at onoe by all the four periods 
magnetic re vo luti on , and hence the shortest time in 
which the four poles can complete acycle^and retwrnto 
their present state, and which coincides exactly with the 
period in which the precession of the equinoxes wUt 
amount to a complete circle, reckoning the precession at 
•a degree m aeventy-two years.* 

. t Hansteen : Uutersuchnngen titer dm Magnetism** der Erd^ 
Christiana, 1819. Humboldt : Expose" des Variations Mngnetiqtm. — 
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When we consider the phenomena of terrestrial mag- 
netism carefully, it appears to indicate the action of a 
power external to the earth itself, and, as Hansteen 
conceives, having its origin from the action of the sun, 
heating, illuminating, and producing a magnetic tension, 
in the same manner as it produces electrical excitation 
and actino-chemical action. 

The movements of these magnetic poles have been 
the subject of extensive and most accurate observation 
in every quarter of the globe. In London, during 
1657-1662, there was no magnetic variation ; the agonic 
line passing through it. The variation steadily increased, 
until, in 1815, it amounted to 24° 15' 17", since which 
time it has been slowly diminishing. In addition to 
this great variation, we have a regular annual change 
dependent on the position of the sun, in reference to the 
equinoctial and solstitial points, which was discovered 
by Cassini, and investigated by Arago and others. 
Also a diurnal variation, which movement appears to 
commence early in the morning, moving eastward until 
half-past seven, a.m., when it begins to move westward 
until two, p.m., when it again returns to the east, and in 
the course of the night reaches the point from which it 
started twenty-four hours before. 

We have also remarkable variations in what is 
termed the dip of the needle. It is well known that a 
piece of unmagnetized steel, if carefully suspended by its 
centre, will swing in a perfectly horizontal position, but, 
if we magnetize this bar, it will immediately be drawn 
downwards at one end. The force of the earth's 
polarity, attracting the dissimilar pole, has caused it to 
dip- 
There is, in the neighbourhood of the earth's equator, 
and cutting it at four points, an irregular curve, called 
the magnetic equator, or aclinic line, where the needle 

Gilbert's Annales Brewster's Mr.gnetism : Encyclopaedia Metro- 
politans. 
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balances itself horizontally. As we proceed from this 
line towards either pole the dip increases, until, at the 
north and south poles, the needle takes a vertical 
position. The intensity of the earth's magnetism is 
also found to vary with the position, and to increase in 
a proportion which corresponds very closely with the 
dip. But the intensity is not a function of the dip, 
and the lines of equal intensity, isodynamic lines, are not 
parallel to those of equal dip. We have already re- 
marked on the diurnal variation of the declination of 
the needle ; we know, also, that there exists a regular 
monthly and daily change in the magnetic intensity. 
The greatest monthly change appears when the earth is 
in its perihelion and aphelion, in the months of Decem- 
ber and June, — a maximum then occurs; and about 
the time of the equinoxes a minimum is detected.* 

The daily variation of intensity is greatest in the 
summer, and least in the winter. » The magnetism is 
generally found to be at a minimum when the sun is 
near the meridian ; its intensity increasing until about 
six o'clock, when it again diminishes.f 

What striking evidences all these well-ascertained 
facts give of the dependence of terrestrial magnetism on 
solar influence ! and in further confirmation of this 
view, we find a very remarkable coincidence between 
the lines of equal temperature — the isothermal lines, 
and those of equal dip and magnetic intensity. 

Sir David Brewster first pointed out that there were 
in the northern hemisphere two poles of maximum 
cold; these poles agree with the magnetic points of 
convergence; and the line of maximum heat, which 
does not run parallel to the earth's equator, is nearly 
coincident with that of magnetic power. Since See- 

* Hansteeu ; as above. 

f On the effects of temperature on the intensity of magnetic forces, 
and on the diurnal variations of the terrestrial magnetic intensity. ; 
by Samuel Hunter Christie, Esq. — Philosophical Transactions, 
vol. cxv. 1825. 
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beck haa shown «s that eleetrk^OTd magaefco^eieciii- 
cal phenomena can be produced by the action «rf boat 
upcm metallic bare, -we have, perhaps, approicfefld 
towards ««nc faint ftppreriatkm of .tie mnser in winch 
the solar calorific radiations Tmay, acting or Hhe mnfiue 
df am* planet, produce ^electrical and magnetic effinrtg, 
If we wuppose that the min produces a doBtasbancerf 
Dhe cm 1 Ill's ctecfcrictty along any given, line, in aR dimD- 
lions art right -angles to that 4me, -we*hafi have mag- 
netic polarity induced.* Skat each a distnrba&ee m 
regularly produced *every time the awn irises, Ins heea 
ST^ffkSerrtily prwed by many eh a n wers. 

In 1791, Wargenttm pgttkwJ^flt^aigryiiemtflfaMe 
display of ifofwo AwaafowTOttoenauaeaf ayeeriiar 
disturbance of Kbe magnetic neodfe ; audita:. Dadtent 
was the first to show ihst tfche Itmrmons says of A* 
Aurora we always paraHel to the o^ppang^Mfeedle, and 
thaft the Auroral arches cross tfheraa^iff&canericliaM art 
right angles. . Hantffeeen and Arago tare attended wa& 
particular care to Uhese irifluences'of the ompfefceap ibghtoj 
and the results of ftieirfcBMieinrtttKHMiaMe.*! — 

Hat as *the crown «ef the Aurora 'quite the usual 
place, 1fce dipping-needle merces «?eral degrees ifo- 
-ward: — 

'Thart; the part of the ^ky ^vAte&e •&& Use teams nof i#he 
Aurora unite, is "that to which a magnetic needfe 
directs itsdff, when suspended by itsicontee of gsmhy>-r 

Thtft i3ie concentric circles, which show ^themselves 
previousl y to the 'luminous ^beaams^orestTOpon'twoqaoiiite 
'of iihe horizon equally -distant ifom the magnetic anon** 

* .It has Jaeen .observed by Mr. Barlo^, in England, and some 
eminent observers in Austria, that an electric current constantly 
traverses the wires of 'theelectrictelegraph whenever there aaetf wo 
earth connections. 

f Mttmobgwal Qbmmatiom and Smog*.: by Dr. Dalton. On 
:tke Mmgkt&f (tie Aurora AmeuUs abomJhe imface gf ike Eatth: 
fofJrian Dalton, jdFJBJ3.-^iiilo«crphioal Transactions, vol. cxiv. 
p. 291. 



d by Google 



ATFBXOJL&aRKAnJL 3J9 



dan; and that the most elevated pointe of each arch 
are exaettfy" in this meridian.* 

It does not appear tfaort ■£rery Asmara disturbs the 
magpdae needle; bb Captains Foster and Back both 
desci ab B w ucy gpfettd id djajdays'of the phenaamca»a, which 
did nat appear to fSMNtfaaee amy tuemar ar derottbiu n|KNa 
&eiriurtBunearta.'t 

fiawe sudden and wbabsaat uuoveauuote hare been iron, 
time to thue.tohaeroed rto take place in ^suspended 
aagnete; toad dbooe the establishment of magnetic 
i ©beerwtooEs m almost every part *af the glebe, a very 
MmaAaMe ooincideaee in the time «f these agitations 
has beea detected. 1}heyaBei%q«H%aos^^ 
the appearance of Aurora borealis; ixnt this is not tjam- 
«tan% the case. Xheae diatawbeaaoes have been called 
«^weticj*arw#7 and ova* the Antic and E m c pe aa 
^oataaent, the islands .of Hue Aflantie and the western 
huapbeoe, they have been proved to be simultaiieOTfi. 

ftooa d^eroatkns made at Peterabaarg by Kupffei; 
aMldedrotittMi drawn from the observations obtained by 
the Magnetic Aaapctt ri ao n, it .appeaas probable that these 

* Arqgo : Annales de Chimie, vol. xxxix. p. 369. On the vari- 
^ Intensity cf Terrestrial Magnetism ana tie Influence vfihe 
A*wa Boref&s upon it; by Robert Were tFox.— Rulosophioai 
TwoaafltiDiw, 1^81, p. 19ft. 

t "Brilliant and active coruscations of .the Aurora .Borealis," 
says Captain Back, " when seen through a hazy atmosphere, and 
exhibiting the prismatic colours, almost invariably alfected the 
Beetle. On the contrary, a very bright Aurora, though attended 
ty nwtaoa, *nd £ van tinged with a dullish red and a yellow in a 
<fow blue sky* seldom, produced Any sensible change, bejond, at 
&e most, a tremulous motion. A dense haze or fog, in conjunc- 
tion with an active Aurora, seemed uniformly favourable to the 
<Kstnrbanoe of the needle, and a low temperature was favourable 
tobuffiiant and active coruscations. On no occasion during two 
*MrtewwwuB ntny eornid heard to accompany the motions. The 
Auras was irequently seen at twilight, and as often to the east- 
ward as to the westward; clouds, also, were often perceived in 
the day-time, in form and disposition very much resembling the 
Awam. — Jfcrwalioe o/J&e Arctic lami Evpeditivn. 



y Google 



250 MAGNETIC STORMS. 

storms arise from a sudden displacement in the magnetic 
lines of the earth's surface ; but the cause to which this 
may be due is still to be sought for. 

In the brief and hasty sketch which has been given 
of the phenomena of terrestrial magnetism, enough has 
been stated to show the vast importance of this very 
remarkable power in the great operations of nature. We 
are gradually reducing the immense mass of recorded 
observations, and arriving at certain laws which are 
found to prevail. Still, the origin of the force, whether 
it is strictly electrical, whether it is the circulation of a 
magnetic fluid, or whether it is merely a peculiar excita- 
tion of some property of matter, are questions which are 
open for investigation. 

In the beautiful Aurora borealis, with its trembling 
diffusive lights, and its many-coloured rays, we have 
what may be regarded as a natural exhibition of magne- 
tism, and we appear to have within our grasp the ex- 
planation we desire. But we know not the secret of 
even these extraordinary meteorological displays. If we 
pass an electric spark from a machine through a long 
cylinder, exhausted of air as far as possible, we have a 
mimic representation of the Northern Lights — the same 
attenuation of brightness, almost dwindling into phos- 
phorescence ; and by the slightest change of temper* 
ture we may produce that play of colours which is 
sometimes so remarkably manifested in Aurora. Dr- 
Dalton considered Aurora borealis as a magnetic pheno- 
menon, and that its beams are governed by the earth's 
magnetism. We know that the arc of light produced 
between the poles of a powerful galvanic battery is 
readily deflected by a good magnet ; and we have lately 
learned that every vapour obeys the magnetic force.* 
It is, therefore, yet a question for our consideration, 
does the earth's magnetism produce the peculiar pheno- 

* Faraday : On the DiamaoneHc character of Flame and Gases. 
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mena of Aurora by acting upon electricity in a state of 
glow? or have we evidence in this display of the circu- 
lation of the magnetic fluid around our globe, manifest- 
ing itself by its action, on the ferruginous and other 
metallic matter, which Fusinieri has proved to exist in 
the upper regions of our atmosphere.* That magnetic 
radiations do exist, has been proved by Faraday, and 
that tltey form lines of force perpendicular to the earth's 
surface, has been experimentally shown. Parallelograms 
of wire moved upon a central axis, and connected with 
a galvanometer, give at every revolution indication of an 
electric disturbance in all respects analogous to the 
production of a current by moving wires in front of a 
steel magnet. 

The alteration in the properties of heat, when it 
passes from the radiant state into combination with 
matter, exhibits to us something like what we may sup- 
pose occurs in the conversion of magnetism into electri- 
city or the contrary. We have a subtile agent, which 
evidently is for ever busy in producing the necessary 
conditions of change in this our earth : an elemeut to 
which is due the development of many of the most active 
powers of nature ; performing its part by blending with 
those principles which we have already examined; 
associating itself with every form of matter ; and giving, 
as we shall presently see, in all probability, the first 
impulses to combination, and regulating the forms of 
aggregating particles. 

* " The Aurora Borealis is certainly in some measure a mag- 
netical phenomenon ; and if iron were the only substance capable 
°f exhibiting magnetic effects, it would follow that some fer- , 
'wginous particles must exist in the upper regions of the atmos- 
phere. The light usually attending this magnetical meteor may 
possibly be derived from electricity, which may be the immediate 
cause of a change in the distribution of the magnetic fluid, con- 
tained in the ferruginous vapours which are imagined to float in 
the air." — Lecture on Magnetism*: Young's Lectures on Natural 
Philosophy, p. 533. 
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As electricity has the power of altering the physical 
conditions of the more adherent stales of matter, thus 
giving rise to variations of form and modes of combina- 
tion, so gross matter appears to alter the character of 
this agency, and thus dispose* it to the seven! modifier 
tkms under which we have already detected its presence. 
We have mechanical elec&icity and chemical electricity, 
each performing its great work in nature; yet both 
manifesting conditions so dissimilar, that tedious re- 
search was necessary before they could he declared 
identical. Magnetic electricity is a third form ; allits 
characteristics are unlike the others, and the office it 
appears to perform in the laboratory of creation is of s 
different order from that of the other states of electrical 
force. In the first two we have decomposing and re- 
combining powers constantly manifa&ed — in met, their 
influences are always of a chemical character; but in 
the last it appears we have only a directive power. It 
was thought that evidence had been detected of • 
chemical influence in magnetism; it did appear that 
sometimes a retarding force was exerted, and often an 
accelerating one. This has been again denied, and *e 
have arrayed in opposition to each other acme of the 
first names among European experimentalista. The 
question is not yet to be regarded as settled ; but, mm 
long and tedious investigation, during which every old 
experiment has been repeated, and numerous new ones 
tried, we incline to the conclusion that chemical actios 
is not directly affected by magnetic power. It is highly 
probable that magnetism may, by altering the stzuctuial 
arrangemenft of the surface, vary the rate of chemical 
action ; but tins requires confirmation.^ 

There is no substance to be found in nature e^S&ag 
independently of magnetic power. But it inflnences 

* O* the supposed influence qf Magnetism and Chemical Actio** 
TiyHoibert Hunt — Philosophical Magazine, vol xxxii. No. 21k 
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bodies in different ways: one set acting with relation to 
magnetism, like iron, and arranging themselves along 
the line of magnetic fbree; — these are called magnetic 
bodies; another set, of which bismuth may be taken as 
ike representative, always placing themselves at right 
angles to this line, — these are called diarmsgnttic 
hoiks.* This is strikingly shown by means of powerful 
electro-magnets; hot the magnetism of the earth is 
sufficient, under proper care, to exhibit the phenomena* 
Srery substance in nature is in one or other of these 
conditions. The rocks, forming the crust of the earth, 
and the minerals which are discovered in them ; the 
rar&ce soil, which is by nature prepared as the fitting 
habitation erf the vegetable world, and every tree, shrub, 
and herb which finds root therein, with their carbona- 
ceous matter, in all its states of wood, leaf, flower, and 
fruit; the animal kingdom, from the lowest monad 

* Those bodies which are attracted by a magnet, as iron is, are 
called magnetic bodies. Those which are, on the contrary, repelled 
toy the same power, are termed diamagnetic bodies. On these Dr. 
Faraday remarks : — " Of the substances which compose the crust 
of the earth, by far the greater portion belong to the djamagaetie 
d&sa; and though ferruginous and other magnetic matters, being 
more energetic m their action, are more striking in their pheno- 
mena, we should be hasty in assuming that, therefore, they oyer 
role entirely the effect of the former bodies. As regards the ocean, 
lakes, rivers, and the atmosphere, they will exert their peculiar 
effect almost uninfluenced by any magnetic matter in them, and 
&& respects the rocks and mountains, their diamagnetic influence 
is perhaps greater than might be anticipated. I mentioned that 
ty actuating water and a salt of iron together, I obtained a solution 
inactive in air ; that is, by a due association of the fbrcesef a body, 
fans each elass> water ana a salt of iron, the magnetic force of the 
latter was entirely counteracted by the diamagnetic force of the 
former, and the mixture was neither attracted nor repeDed. To 
produce this effect, it required that more than 48^6 grams of erys- 
taJKaed protosulphate or iron should be added to ten cubic inches 
of water (for these proportions gave a solution wbieh would set 
equatorially), a quantity so large, that I was greatly astonished on 
Observing the power of the water to overcome it. It is not, there- 
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through the entire series up to man, — have, all of them, 
distinct magnetic or diamagnetic relations. 

" It is a curious sight/ 1 says Dr. Faraday, " to see a 
piece of wood or of bee£ or an apple, or a bottle of water 
repelled by a magnet, or, taking the leaf of a tree, and 
hanging it up between the poles, to observe it take an 
equatorial position. Whether any similar effects occur 
in nature among the myriads of forms which, upon all 
parte of its surface, are surrounded by air, and are sub- 
ject to the action of lines of magnetic force, is a ques- 
tion which can only be answered by future observe 
tion."* 

At present, the bodies which are known to exhibit 
decided ferro-magnetic properties are the following, 
which stand arranged in the order of their intensity :— 

Iron, Nickel, Cobalt, Manganese, 
Chromium, Cerium, Titanium, 
Palladium, Platinum, Osmium. 

It is interesting to know that there are evidences 
that two bodies which, when separate, are not magnetic, 
as iron is, become so when combined. Copper and 
zinc are both of the diamagnetic class, but many kinds 
of brass are discovered to be magnetic. 

The salts of the above metals are, to a greater or less 
extent, ferro-magnetic, but they may be rendered neutral 
by water, which is a diamagnetic body, being repelled 
by the magnet. It will be unnecessary, here, to enume- 
rate the class of bodies which are diamagnetic ; indeed; 
all not included in the preceding list may be considered 
as belonging to that class, with the exception of gases 

fore, at ^11 unlikely that many of the masses which form the crust 
of this our globe, may have an excess of diamagnetic power, and 
act accordingly."— On new magnetic actions, and on the magnetic 
condition of all matter; by Michael Faraday, D.C.L., F.R.SL, Ac. 
— Philosophical Transactions, Jan. 1846, vol. cxxxvii. p. 41. 
* Ibid. 
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and vapours, which appear to exist, relatively to each 
other, sometimes in the one, and sometimes in the other 
condition.* 

To endeavour to reduce our knowledge of these facts 
to some practical explanation, we must bear in mind 
that particular spaces around the north and south geo- 
graphical poles of the earth, are regarded as circles * to 
which all the magnetic lines of force converge. Under 
circumstances which should prevent any interference 
with what is called ferro-magnetic action, all bodies 
coming under that class would arrange themselves ac- 
cording to the laws which would regulate the dispo- 
sition of an infinite number of magnets, free to move 
within the sphere of each other's influence. The north 
and south pole of one magnetic body would attach itself 
to the south and north pole of another, until we had a 
line of magnets of any extent ; the two ends being in 
opposite states, like the magnetic points of convergence 
of the earth. 

Every body, not ferro-magnetic, places itself across 
such a line of magnetic force as we have conceived ; and 
tf the earth were made up of separate layers of ferro- 
Biagnetic and diamagnetic bodies, the result would be 
the formation of bands at right angles to each other. 
This is not the case, by reason of the intermingling of 
the two classes of substances. Out of the known che- 
ttrical elements we find only about ten which are actively 
ferro-magnetic ; the others combining with these give 
rise to either a weaker state, a neutral condition, or the 
halance of action is turned to the diamagnetic side. 
Sulphate of iron, for instance, is a magnetic salt; but 

* On the Diamagnetic conditions of Flame and Gases, by Michael 
F araday, F.R.S. ; and On the motions presented by Flame when 
under Electro-Magnetic Influence, by Professor Zandeteschi.— 
Philosophical Magazine, 1847, pp. 401—421. 
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m solution, w»ler being diamagmetie^ k loses it* 
property. The yellow pruasiaAe of potash dissolved 
in water is a diamagnetic body ; but tlie red 
prussiate, whieh contains an aton ks» of potassium, 
is magnetic: but im the solid state they aare* both 
diamagnetic* 

From this it wwM appear tint the cheRtieal eompo- 
s&ixHi of a body regulated its relation* to magnetism. 
The following facts will show, however, that tie mole- 
edbar structure is More paBtieufcriy concerned in <fe- 
tenmhing the molecular condition of substances. 

M. Flacker, being desirous of finding the extent to 
which the tbrectim of the fibres in organic bodies might 
influence their magnetic or diamagnetic properties, was j 
led to inquire whether in crystals the direction of the j 
optic axes, which itself depends upon the arrangement | 
of the particles, might not also exercise some influence, j 
The first submitted to the action of the electro-magnet 
a thin plate of tourmaline, such as is employed m experi- 
ments upon polarization, having its optic axis parallel to 
its longest length. It was very quickly perceived that 
the plate was magnetic, by the effect of the iron that it 
contains; bwt it was suspended successively in three 
ways, — first, so that its longest side was vertical, then as 
that the shortest side was vertical, and finally so that 
the plate itself was horizontal- In the feat case it is 
directed between the two points of the corneal curvatures- 
of the poles like a magnetic body ; but, in the other 
two cases, on the contrary, it took the direction assumed 
by diamagnetic bodies — that is to say, a direction such 
that its longest length was perpendicular to the Ihle 
joining the poles. This direction indicated that the 
optical axis was repelled by the two poles, and that this 

* On Dtamagnettsm ; by Professor Pliidter, of Bonn.— Philo 
sophical Magazine, July, 184$. 
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repulsion outweighed the magnetic properties of the 
crystal.* 

The relation of structure to physical phenomena of 
essentially different characters ip remarkable. Savart, 
when making crystalline plates of quartz and carbonate 
of lime vibrate, succeeded in determining a relation 
between the acoustic figures that are produced in them, 
and the particular mode of the crystallization pf the 
substance. He found that the direction of the optical 
axis is constantly connected with that of the principal 
forms of the acoustic figures. 

Mitscherlich has remarked that crystals do not expand 
uniformly by heat, but that this dilatation is greater in 
one direction than in another ; and that this difference 
is connected with their crystalline form. M. de Senar- 
mont has shown that conductibility for heat, which is 
equal in all directions for the crystals of the regular 
system, acquires in others a maximum or a minimum 
value, according to directions parallel to the crystallo- 
graphic axes ; so that the isothermic surfaces, which are 
spheres in the former case, are, in the other, ellipsoids 
elongated or flattened in the same direction. The optical 
axes do not altogether coincide with the principal axes 
of conductibility for heat ; but this appears to be due 
merely to slight differences in the rate of progression, 
or the refrangibility of the luminous and calorific rays. 

Wiedmann, by employing a fine point through which 
he made electricity arrive upon a surface that he had 
powdered with licopodium or red lead, succeeded in de- 
termining, by means of the form assumed by this light 
powder, the conductibility of crystals in different di- 
rections. 

On a surface of glass, the powder which disperses 
itself around the points, in consequence of electric re- 

* For a detailed account of the experiments of Faraday, Plucker, 
Becquerel, Tyndale, and Knoblauch, see De La Hive's Treatise on 
Electricity in Theory and Practice. 

s 
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pulsion, forma a circular figure traversed by radiL 
When a plate of gypsum is used instead of glass the 
figure is found to be elliptical, aad the great axis of the 
ellipse forms a right angle with the principal cryataUo- 
praphic axis, which proves that the electricity distributes 
itself more easily in a direction perpendicular to the axis 
than in any other. M. Wiedmann comes to the con- 
clusion that crystals which possess abetter conductibility 
in the direction of the principal axis, all belong to the 
class of negative crystals: while those which have a 
better conductibility in the direction perpendicular to 
the axis are positive, which indicates that the direction 
of best conductibility for electricity is also that according 
to which light is propagated relatively with greater 
velocity. 

Tyndale has shown, that if gutta percha which has 
been rendered fibrous in manufacture is cut so that the 
fibres are in the direction of this greatest length, or in 
a direction perpendicular to this greatest length, and 
placed under the influence of a magnet, they direct 
themselves equatorially. Ivory cut in the same direc- 
tion manifests the same conditions, though both these 
substances are diamagnetic. 

The fibrous structure, and the planes of cleavage, thus 
determine the magnetic condition of a substance. He 
special properties presented by crystals, in regard to 
the action exercised upon them by magnets, is due to 
a particular mode of grouping their particles. This ia 
also the cause of unequal dUatability, and of unequal 
conductibility for heat and for electricity. 

How curiously, therefore, does molecular structure 
determine the relation of a body to any of the forms of 
physical force ! 

We still Bearch in the dark, and see but dimly the 
evidences ; yet it becomes almost a certainty to us, that 
this stone of granite, with its curious arrangement of 
felspar, mica, and quartz, presents its peculiar condition 
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in virtue of some law of magnetic force. The crystal, 
too, of quarts, which we break out of the mass, and 
which presents to us a beautifully regular figure, is, be- 
yond a doubt, so formed, because the atoms of silica are 
each one impelled in obedience to one of these two con- 
ditions of magnetism to set themselves ina certain order 
to qpbh other, which cannot be altered by human force 
without destruction. 

All the laws which regulate the forms of crystals and 
amorphous bodies are, to the greatest degree, simple. 
In nature the end is ever attained by the easiest means ; 
and the complexity of operation, which appears some- 
times to the observer, is only so because he cannot see 
the spring by which the machine is moved. 

The gaseous envelope, our atmosphere, is in a neutral 
state. Oxygen is strikingly magnetic in relation to 
hydrogen gas, whilst nitrogen is as singularly the con- 
trary; and the same contrasts present themselves when 
these gases are examined in their relation to common 
air. Thus, oxygen being magnetic, and nitrogen the 
contrary, we have an equilibrium established, and the 
result is a compound neutral in its relations to all 
matter. All gases and vapours are found to be dia- 
magnetic, but in different degrees.* This is shown by 
passing a stream of the gas, rendered visible by a little 
anoke, within the influence of a powerful magnet. 

* A few examples taken .from Dr. Faraday's paper will show 
this: — 

Nitrogen being acted on was manifestly diamagnetic in relation 
to common air when both were of the same temperature. Oxygen 
appears to be magnetic in common air. Hydrogen proved to be 
clearly and even strongly diamagnetic. Its diamagnetic state shows, 
in a striking point of view, that gases, like solids, have peculiar 
and distinctive degrees of diamagnetic force. Carbonic acid gas 
is diamagnetic in air. Carbonic oxide was carefully freed from 
carbonic acid before it was used, and it appears to be more dia- 
magnetic than carbonic acid. Nitrous oxide was moderately, but 
clearly, diamagnetic in air. Olenant gas was diamagnetic. The 
coal gas of London is very well diamagnetic, and gives exceedingly 
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These bodies are, however, found relatively to each 
other, — or even to themselves, under different thermic 
conditions, — to change their states, and pass from the 
magnetic to the diamagnetic class. Heat has a very 
remarkable influence in altering these relations; and 
atmospheric air at one temperature is magnetic to the 
same fluid at another: thus, by thermic variations, 
attraction or repulsion may be alternately maintained. 
By this it must be understood that a stream of air, at a 
temperature elevated but a few degrees above that of an 
atmosphere of the same kind into which it is passing, is 
deflected in one way by a magnet ; whereas, if the 
stream is colder than the bulk through which it flows, 
it is bent in another way by the same force. In 
this respect magnetism and diamagnetism show equally 
the influence of another physical force, heat ; * and 
we may safely refer many meteorological phenomena 
to similar alterations of condition in the atmosphere, 
relative to the magnetic relations of the aerial car- 
rents. 

That magnetism has a directive power is satisfactorily 
shown by the formation of crystals in the neighbourhood 
of the poles of powerful magnets. The common iron 
salt, the proto-sulphate, ordinarily crystallizes so that 
the crystals unite by their feces ; but when crystallizing 
under magnetic influence, they have a tendency to 
arrange themselves with regard to each other so that 
the acute angle of one crystal unites with one of the 
faces of another crystal, near to, but never actually at, 
its obtuse angle. In addition to this, if a magnet of 
sufficient power is employed, the crystals arrange them- 
selves in magnetic curves from one pole to the other, a 
larger crop of crystals being always formed at the north 

good and distinct results. Sulphurous acid gas is diamagnetic 
in air. Muriatic acid gas was decidedly diamagnetic in air.— 
On the Diamagnetic Conditions of Flame and Gases : Philosophical 
Magazine, 1847, p. 409. 
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than at the south pole. Here we have evidence of an 
actual turning round of the crystal, in obedience to the 
directive force of the magnet; and we have the curious 
circumstance of a difference in some way, which is not 
clearly explained, between the two opposite poles. If, 
instead of an iron or a ferro-magnetic salt, we employ 
one which belongs to the other, or diamagnetic, class, 
we have a curious difference in the result. If into a 
glass dish, fixed on the poles of a strong electro-magnet, 
we pour a quantity of a solution of nitrate of silver, and 
place in the fluid, over the poles of the magnet, two 
globules of mercury (an arrangement by which that 
arborescent crystallization, called the Arbor Diana, is 
produced,) we have the long needle-shaped crystals of 
silver, arranging themselves in curves which would cut 
the ordinary magnetic lines at right angles.* 

In the first example given we have an eihibition of 
magnetic force, while in the last we have a striking 
display of the diamagnetic power. 

The large majority of natural formations appear to 
group themselves under the class of diamagnetics. 
These bodies are thought to possess poles of mutual 
repulsion among themselves, and which are equally 
repelled by the magnetic points of convergence. Con- 
fining our ideas to single particles in one condition or 
the other, we shall, to a certain extent, comprehend thfe 
manifold results which must arise from the exercise of 
these two modes of force. At present, our knowledge 
of the laws of magnetism is too limited to allow of our 
making any general deductions relative to the dispo- 
sition of the molecules of matter ; and the amount of 
observation which has been given to the great natural 
arrangements, is too confined to enable us to infer more 

* For illustration of this I must refer to my own Memoir, Re- 
searches on the Influence of Magnetism and Voltaic Electricity on 
Crystallization, and other conditions of matter, in the Memoirs of 
the Geological Surrey of Great Britain, &c, vol. i. 
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than that it is probable many of the structural con- 
ditions of our planet are doe to polarity. 

Mountain ranges observe a singular uniformity of 
direction, and the cleavage planes of rock are evidently 
determined by some all-pervading power. Mineral 
bodies are not distributed in all rocks indiscriminately. 
The primary formations hold one class of metalliferous 
ores, and the more recent ones another. This is not 
to be regarded as in any way connected with their 
respective ages, but with some peculiar condition ef 
the stone itself. The granite and slate rocks, at their 
junctions, present the required conditions for the de- 
posit of copper ore, while we find the limestones have 
the characteristic physical state for accumulating lead 
ore. Again, on examining any mineral vein, it will he 
at once apparent that every particle of ore, and every crys- 
tal of quarts or limestone, is disposed in a direction which 
indicates the exorcise of some powerful directive agency.* 

It appears, from all the results hitherto obtained, that 
the magnetic and diamagnetic condition of bodies is 
equally due to some peculiar property of matter in re- 
lation to the other forms of electricity. We have not 
yet arrived at the connecting link, but it does not appear 
to be far distant. 

We have already referred to the statement made by 
talented experimentalists, that magnetism has a powerful 
influence in either retarding or accelerating chemical 
combination. Beyond a doubt chemical action weakens 
the power of a magnet ; but the disturbance which it 
occasions in soft iron, on the contrary, appears to tend 
to its receiving magnetism more readily, and retaining 
it move permanently. Further investigations are, how- 

* In a work published by Mr. Evan Hopkins, entitled On the 
Cmnemom ef Geology with Terrestrial Magtutiem, will be found 
many valuable practical observations, made in this country and 
the gold and surer districts of America ; bnt the views talwn by 
the author are open to many objections. 
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erar, required, before we can decide satisfactorily either 
of these problems, both, of which bear very strongly 
upon tjhe subject we have just been considering. 

We bare seen that heat and electricity act strangely on 
magnetic force, and that this statical power reacts upon 
them : and thus the question naturally arises, Do light 
and magnetism in any way act upon each other? 

Morichini and Carpi on the continent, and Mrs. 
Somerville in England, have stated that small bars of 
steel cam be rendered magnetic by exposing them to 
the influence of the violet rays of light. These results 
hate been, denied by others, but again repeated and 
apparently confirmed. In all probability, the rays to 
which the needles were exposed, being those in which 
the maximum actinic power is found, produced an 
actual chemical change ; and then, if the position were 
favourable, it is quite evident that magnetism would be 
imparted* Indeed we have found this to be the lease 
when the needles, exposed to solar radiations, were placed 
in the direction of the dip. The supposed magnetization 
of light by Faraday has already been mentioned. If 
the influence in one case is determined, it will render 
the other more probable.* 

" In seeking for a cause/* writes Sir David Brewster, 
"which is capable of inducing magnetism on the ferru- 
ginous matter of our globe, whether we {dace it within 
the earth, oar in its atmosphere, we are limited to the 
*p», to which all the magnetic phenomena have a dis- 
tinct reference; but, whether it acts by its heat, or by 
its light, or by specific rays, or influences of a magnetic 
feature, must be left to future inquiry "f 

* See a notice by Faraday of Morichini*s Experiments in 
Relations of Light to Magnetic Force— Philosophical Transactions, 
vol. exxxvii. p. 15. See also Mr. Christie On Magnetic Influence 
*• the Solar Rays — Philosophical Transactions, vol. cvii. p. 219 j 
M cxix.p. 379. 

t Sir David Brewster On Magnetism; republished from the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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We have learnt that magnetism is not limited to ferru- 
ginous matter ; we know that the ancient doctrine of 
the universality of the property is true. Kircher, in 
his strange work on Magnetism, published in the early 
part of the seventeenth century* — a curious exemplifi- 
cation of the most unwearying industry and careful 
experiment, combined with the influences of the credulity 
and superstitions of his age — attributes to this power 
nearly all the cosmical phenomena with which, in his 
time, men were acquainted. He curiously anticipates 
the use of the supposed virtue of magnetic traction 
in the curative art; and as the titles of his con- 
cluding chapters sufficiently show, he was a firm be- 
liever in animal magnetism.t But it is not with 
any reference to these that we refer to the work of 
Athanasii Kircheri, Societatis Jem, Magnes, Ave de 
Magnetivd Arte, but to show that two hundred years 
since, man was near a great truth; but the time of its 
development being not yet come, it was allowed to sleep 
for more than two centuries, and the shadow of night 

* The whole of the title of Kireher's book will convey some idea 
of the subjects embraced: — Athanasii Kircheri Societatis Jean 
Magoes, sive de Arte Magnetica; opus tripartitum, quo Uni versa 
Magnetis Natura ej usque in omnibus Scientiis et Artibus usus 
nova methodo explicatur : ac praeterea e viribus et prodigious 
effectibus Magneticarum aliarumque abditarum Nature Motionum 
in Elementis, Lapidibus, Plantis, Animalibus elucescentium: 
multa hucusque incognita Naturae Arcana, per Physiea, Medica, 
Chymica, et Mathematicaomnis generis Experimentarecluduntur 
Editio Tertia : ab ipso Authore recognita emendataque, ac muftis 
novorum Experimentorum Problematibus aucta. Romse, 1654. 

f The following are the titles of the concluding chapters of 
Kireher's book : — De magnetismo soUs et luna in nutria. De mag- 
netica vi plantarum. De insitionis magneticis miraculis. De mag- 
netismo virgula aurtfera sen divinatoria. De plantis heliotropes 
eorumque magnetismo. De magnetismo rerum medicinalium. De ct 
attractwb potential imagination. De magnetismo music** De 
magnetismo amoris. 
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had cohered it. In speaking of the vegetable world, 
and the remarkable processes by which the leaf, the 
flower, and the fruit are produced, this sage brings for- 
ward the fact of the diamagnetic character jof the plant, 
which has been, within the last two years, re-discovered; 
and he refers the motions of the Sun-flower, the closing 
of the Convolvulus, and the directions of the spiral, 
formed by twining plants, to this particular influence. 

This does not appear as a mere speculation, a random 
guess, but is the result of deductions from experiment 
and observation. Kircher doubtless leaped over a wide 
space to come to his conclusion ; but the result is valu- 
able in a twofold sense. In the first it shows us that, 
by neglecting a fact which is suggestive, we probably 
lose a truth of great general application ; and secondly, 
it proves to us, that by stepping beyond the point to 
which inductive logic leads, and venturing on the wide 
sea of hypothesis, we are liable to sacrifice the true to 
the false, and thus to hinder the progress of human 
knowledge. 

Magnetism, in one or other of its forms, is how proved 
to be universal, and to its power we are disposed to refer 
the structural conditions of all material bodies, both 
organic and inorganic. This view has scarcely yet been 
recognised by philosophers ; but as we find a certain 
law of polarity prevailing through every atom of created 
matter, in whatever state it may be presented to our 
senses, it is evident that every particle must have a polar 
and directing influence upon the mass, and every co- 
herent mass becomes thus only a larger and more 
powerful representative of the magnetic unit. Thtrf we 
see the speculation of Hansteen, that the sun is, to us, 
a magnetic centre, and that it is equally influenced by 
the remoter suns of the universe,* is supported by 
legitimate deductions from experiment. 

* « ]? or these reasons it appears most natural to seek their 
origin in the sun, the source of all living activity, and our con- 
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The great difficulty is not, howerer, got rid of by 
this speculation; the cause by which the earth's mag- 
netism ia induced is only removed further off* 

jectnre gains probability from the preceding remarks on the 
daily oscillations of the needle. Upon this principle the sun 
may be conceived as possessing one or more magnetic axes, 
which, by distributing the force, occasion a magnetic difference 
in the earth, in 'the moon, and an those planets whose 
internal structure admits of such a difference. Yet, allowing 
all this, the main difficulty seems not to be overcome, but 
merely removed from the eyes to a greater distance; for the 
question may still be asked, with equal justice, whence did 
the sun acquire its magnetic force? And if from the sun we 
have recourse to a central sun, and from that again to a genets! 
magnetic direction throughout the universe, having the Milky 
Way for its equator, we but lengthen an unrestricted chain, 
every link of which hangs on the preceding link, no one of 
them on a point of support All things considered, the follow- 
ing mode of representing the subject appears to me mast 
plausible. If a single globe were left to move alone freely in the 
immensity of space, the opposite forces existing in its material 
structure would soon arrive at an equilibrium conformable to their 
nature, if they were not so at first, and all activity would soon 
come to an end. But it we imagine another globe to be mtreduced, 
a mutual relation will arise between the two; and one of its 
results will be a reciprocal tendency to unite, which is designated 
and sometimes thought to be explained by the merely descriptive 
word Attraction. Now would this tendency be the only conse- 
quence of this relation ? Is it not more Kkely that the^rantBemeftttl 
fereesv being drawn from their state of indifference or rest 
would exhibit their energy in all possible directions, giving rise to 
all kinds of contrary action ? The electric force is excited, not by 
friction alone, but also by contact, and probably also, though in 
smaller degrees, by the mutual action of two bodies at a distance; 
for contact is nothing but the smallest possible distance, and thai 
moreover, only for a few small particles. Is k not conceivable 
that magnetic force may likewise originate in a similar manner? 
When the natural philosopher and the mathematician pay regard 
to no other effect of the reciprocal relation between two bodies at 
a distance, except the tendency to unite, they proceed logically, if 
their investigations require nothing more than a movteig power; 
but should it be maintained that no other energy can be developed 
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The idea of a magnetic fluid is scarcely tenable ; and 
the ferruginous nature of the Aurora borealis receives 
no proof from any investigation; indeed, we have pro- 
cured evidence to show that iron is not at all necessary for 
the production of magnetic phenomena. The leaf of a 
tree, a flower, fruit, a piece of animal muscle, glass, paper, 
and a variety of similar substances, have the power of 
repelling the bar of iron which we call a magnet, and 
of placing it at right angles to the direction of the force 
exerted by them. This is a point which must be con- 
stantly borne in mind when we now consider the 
mysteries of magnetic phenomena. 

Any two masses of matter act upon each other 
according to this law, and although by the power of 
cohesion the force may be brought to an equilibrium, or 
to its zero point, it is never lost, and may be readily and 
rapidly manifested by any of the means employed for 
electrical excitation. 

Reasoning by analogy, the question fiurly suggests 
itself: If two systems of inorganic atomic constitution 
are thus invested with a power of influencing each other 
through a distance, why may not two move highly 
developed organic systems equally, or to a greater ex- 
tent, produce an influence in like manner ? Upon such 
reasoning as this is founded the phenomenon known as 
Animal Magnetism. There is no denying the fact that 
one mass of blood, muscle, nerves, and bone, must, 
magnetically, influence another similar mass. This is, 
however, something totally different from that abnormal 
condition which is produced through some peculiar and, 
as yet, unexplained physiological influences. 

With the mysterious operations of vital action, the 
forces which we have been considering have nothing 

between two such bodies, the assertion will need proof, and the 
proof will be hard to find.* 9 — The above is a translation from 
Hansteen's work On Magnetism. 
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whatever in common. The powers which are employed 
in the arrangements of matter are, notwithstanding their 
subtile character, of far too gross a nature to influence 
the psychological mysteries which present themselves to 
the observant mind. It cannot be denied that, by 
placing a person of even moderate nervous sensibility 
in a constrained position, and under an unnatural 
influence of the mind, as acquired by the disciples of 
Mesmer, a torpor affecting only certain senses is pro- 
duced. The recognised and undoubted phenomena are 
in the highest degree curious — but in these the marvels 
of charlatanry and ignorance are not included; — and 
the explanation must be sought for by the physiologist 
among those hidden principles upon which depends all 
human sensation.* 

Man, like a magician, stands upon a promontory, and 
surveying the great ocean of the physical forces which 
involve the material creation, and produce that infinite 
variety of phenomena which is unceasingly exhibited 
around him, he extends the wand of intelligence, and 
bids the "spirits of the vasty deep" obey his evocation. 

The phenomena recur — the great processes of creation 
go on — the external manifestations of omnipotent 
power proceed — effects are again and again produced; 
but the current of force passes undulating onwards ;— 
and to the proud bidding of the evocator there is no 
reply but the echo of his own vain voice, which is lostat 
last in the vast immensity of the unknown which lies 
beyond him. 

We see how powerfully the physical forces, in their 
various modes of action, stir and animate this planetary • 
mass; and amongst these the influence of magnetism 

* See article Animal Magnetism, Encyclop&dia Britannica, and 
Mr. Braid's papers On nypnotim, published in the " Medicd 
Times." 
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appears as a great directing agent, though its origin is 
unknown to us. 

That power which, like a potent spirit, guides 
The sea-wide wanderers over distant tides, 
Inspiring confidence where'er they roam, 
By indicating still the pathway home ; — 
Through nature, quicken'd by the solar beam, 
Inyests each atom with a force supreme, 
Directs the cavern'd crystal in its birth, 
And frames the mightiest mountains of the earth ; 
Each leaf and flower by its strong law restrains, 
And binds the monarch Man within its mystic chains. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

GHXMIOAL FORCES. 

Nature's Chemistry-— Changes produced by Chemical Combina- 1 
tion-— Atomic Constitution of Bodies— Laws of Combination ; 
— Combining Equivalents — Elective Affinity — Chemical : 
Decomposition — Compound Character of Chemical Phe- 
nomena — Catalysis or action of Presence— Transformation 
of Organic Bodies — Organic Chemistry — Constancy of 
Combining Proportions— The Law of Volumes, the Law of t 
Substitutions, Isomeric States, &c. 

All things on the earth are the result of chemical com- • 
bination. The operations by which the commingling of ) 
molecules and the interchange of atoms take place, we . 
can imitate in our laboratories; but in nature they 
proceed by slow degrees, and, in general, in our hands \ 
they are distinguished by suddenness of action. In ' 
nature chemical power is distributed over a long period 3 
of time, and the process of change is scarcely to be 1 
observed. By art we concentrate chemical force, and ! 
expend it in producing a change which occupies but a 
few hours at most. Many of the more striking pheno- 
mena of nature are still mysterious to us, and principally 
because we do not, or cannot, take the element time 
into calculation. The geologist is compelled to do this 
to explain the progress of the formation of the crust of 
the earth, but the chemist rarely regards the effects of 
time in any of his operations. The chemical change 
which within the fissure of the rock is slowly and 
silently at work, displacing one element or molecule, 
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and replacing it by another, is in all probability the 
operation of a truly geological period. Many, however,, 
of the changes which are constantly going on around us, 
are of a much more rapid character, and in these nature 
is no dower in manipulating than the chemist. 

Had it been that the elements which are now found 
in combination could exist .in a free state, the most 
disastrous consequences would necessarily ensue. There 
must have been a period when many of the combinations 
known to us were not yet created. Their dements 
either existed in other forms, or were uncombfaed. 
Our rocks are compounds of oxygen with certain pecu- 
liar metals which unite with oxygen so rapidly that 
incandescence is produced by their combination. Let us 
suppose that any of these metals existed in purity, and 
that they were, suddenly brought into contact with 
water, the atmospheric air, or any body containing- 
oxygen, the result would be a convulsion of the most 
fearful kind; the entire mass of metal would glow with 
intensity of heat, and the impetuosity of the action would 
only be subdued when the whole of the metal had 
become oxidized. Volcanic action has been referred to 
some such cause as this, but there k not sufficient 
evidence to support the hypothesis ; indeed, it is con- 
trary to the opinion of most philosophers.* Such & 
condition may possibly have existed at one time, during- 
that period when darkness was upon the face of the 
deep, when the earth was a chaos ; but it is only adduced 
here as an example of the violent nature of some 
chemical changes. Potassium thrown on water bursts 
into flame, and sodium does so under certain conditions. 
If these, or the metals proper in a state of fine division, 
are brought into an atmosphere of chlorine, the intensity 

* All the phenomena connected with volcanic action, and the 
theories connected therewith, will be found in Dr. Daubeny's 
work, A description of active and ewtinot Volcanoes, of Earthquakes ,. 
end of Thermal Springs. 1848. 
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of chemical action is so great that they become incan- 
descent, many of them glowing with extreme brilliancy. 
If hydrogen gas is mixed with this element (chlorine) 
they unite, under the influence of light, with explosive 
violence, giving rise to a compound, muriatic acid, which 
combines with water in an almost equally energetic 
manner. Nitrogen, as it exists in the atmosphere, 
mixed with oxygen, appears nearly inert ; with hydrogen 
it forms the pungent compound, ammonia ; with carbon, 
the poisonous one, cyanogen, the base of prussic acid; 
with chlorine it gives rise to a fluid, oily in its appearance, 
but which, when merely touched by an unctuous body, 
explodes more violently than any other known com- 
pound, shivering whatever vessel it may be contained in, 
to atoms; with iodine it is only slightly less violent; 
and in certain combinations with silver, mercury, gold, 
or platinum, it produces fulminating compounds of the 
most dangerous character.* Here we have elements 
harmless when uncombined, exhibiting the most de- 
structive effects if their combinations are at all disturbed ; 
and in the other case we have inert masses produced 
from active and injurious agents. 

We regard a certain number of substances as ele- 
mentary; that is to say, not being able, in the present 
state of our knowledge, to reduce them to any more 
simple condition, they are considered as the elements 
which by combination produce the variety of sub- 
stances found in the three kingdoms of nature. 

We have already spoken of the atomic constitution of 
bodies. It remains now to explain the simplicity and 
beauty which mark every variety of combination under 
chemical force. As a prominent and striking example, 
water is a compound of two gaseous bodies, oxygen and 
hydrogen : — 

If we decompose water by means of galvanic elec- 

* Graham's Elements of Chem : stry. New Edition. ; 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMBINING EQUIVALENTS. 278 

trieity, or determine its composition by direct chemical 
analysis, we shall find it consists of two volumes of hydro- 
gen gas, united to one volume of oxygen, or, by weight, of 
one part of hydrogen combined with eight of oxygen. 
In 100 parts, therefore, we should find- 
Oxygen 889 

Hydrogen 110 

It is found in the same way that the theoretical weight 
of the atom of carbon is 6, and that of nitrogen 14 ; 
whilst the atom of iron is 28, that of silver 108, of gold 
199, and that of platinum and iridium each 98.* Now, 
•as these are the relative weights of the ultimate in- 
divisible atom, it follows that all combinations must be 
either atom to atom, or one to two, three, or four; but 
that in no case should combination take place in any 
other than a multiple proportion of the equivalent or 
atomic number. This is found to be the case. Oxy- 
gen, for instance, combines as one, two, or three 
atoms - y its combination presenting some multiple of its 
equivalent number 8, as 16, or 24 : and in like manner 
the combining quantity of carbon is 6, or some multiple 
of that number. Where this law is not found strictly 
to agree with analytical results, of which some ex- 
amples are afforded by the sesquioxides, it may be 
attributed, without doubt, to some error of analysis or 
in the method of calculation. 

Nothing can be more perfect than the manner in 
which nature regulates the order of combination. We 
have no uncertain arrangement; but, however great the 
number of the atoms of one element may be, over those 
of another, those only combine which are required, 
according to this great natural law, to form the com- 
pound, all the others still remaining free and uneom- 

* Graham's BlemmOs of ChemUtry ; and Brands'* Manual 

T 
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bined. These results certainly appear to prove that the 
elementary particles of matter are not of the same 
specific gravities. Do they not also indicate that any 
alteration in the specific gravity of the atom would give 
rise to a new series of compounds, thus apparently pro- 
ducing a new element? Surely there is nothing 
irrational in the idea that the influences of heat or 
electricity, or of other powers of which as yet we know 
nothing, may be sufficient to effect such changes in the 
atomic constituents of this earth. 

The combination of elementary atoms takes place 
under the influence of an unknown force which we are 
compelled to express by a figurative term, affinity. 
In some cases it would appear that the disposition of 
two bodies to unite, is determined by the electrical con- 
dition; but a closer examination of the question than 
it is possible to enter into in this place, clearly shows 
that some physical state, not electrical, influences com- 
bining power. 

Chemical affinity or attraction is the peculiar dispo- 
sition which one body has to unite with another. To 
give some instances in illustration. Water and spirit 
combine most readily : they have a strong affinity for 
each other. Water and oil repel each other : they have 
no affinity ; they will not enter into combination. If 
carbonate of potash is added to the spirit and water in 
sufficient quantity, the water is entirely separated, and 
the pure spirit will float over the hydrated potash. If 
potash is added to the oil and water, it combines with 
the oil, and, forming soap, they all unite together; but, 
if we now add a little acid to the mixture, the potash 
will quit the oil to combine with the acid, and the oil 
will be repelled as before and float on the liquid. This 
has been called single elective affinity. These elections 
were regarded as constant, and chemists drew up tables 
for the purpose of showing the order in which these 
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decompositions occur.* Thus, ammonia, it was shown, 
would separate sulphuric acid from magnesia, lime 
remove it from ammonia, potash or soda from lime, and 
barytes from potash or soda. It was thought the 
inverse of this order would not take place, but recent 
researches have shown that the results are modified by 
quantity and some other conditions. 

It often happens that we have a compound action of 
this kind in winch double election is indicated. Sul- 
phate of lime and carbonate of ammonia in solution are 
brought together, and there result a carbonate of lime 
and a sulphate of ammonia. Now, in such cases 
nothing more than single elective attraction most 
probably occurs, and the carbonic acid is seized by the 
lime, by the great affinity of that earth for carbonic 
arid, only after it has been set free from the ammonia, 
and then, by the force of cohesion acting with the com- 
bining powers, the insoluble salt is precipitated.f There 
is a curious fact in connection with this decomposition. 
If carbonate of lime and sulphate of ammonia are mixed 
together dry, and exposed, in a closed vessel, to a red 
heat, sulphate of lime and carbonate of ammonia are 



* Of these tables of attraction the following may be taken as a 
specimen :— 

Sulphuric Acid. 
Baryta. 
Strontia. 
Potassa. 
Soda. 
Lime. 
Magnesia. 
Ammonia. 

It thus appears that baryta separates sulphuric acid from its 
compounds with all inferior substances, and that ammonia is 
separated from the acid by all that are above it. 

f Berthollet : Essai de Statique Chimique, 1803. Sir Humphry 
Davy, in his Elements of Chemical Philosophy, has given an ex- 
cellent review of the views of Berthollet. 
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* formed. These opposite effects are not very easily ex- 
plained The action of heat is to set free the carbonic 
acid ; and it can only be by supposing that considerable 
differences of temperature reverse the laws of affinity, 
that we can at all understand this phenomenon. That 
different effects result at high temperatures from those 
which prevail at low ones, recent experiments prove to 
us, particularly those of Boutigny, already quoted when 
considering decomposition by calorific action. 

Under the term chemical affinity, which we regard as 
a power acting at insensible distances, and producing a 
change in bodies, we are content to allow ourselves to 
believe that we have explained the great operations of 
nature. We find that the vegetable and animal king- 
doms are composed of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and 
nitrogen. The granite mountains of die earth, and its 
limestone hills, and all its. other geological formations, 
are found to be metals and oxygen, and carbon and 
sulphur, disposed to settle in harmonious union in their 
proper places by chemical affinity. But what really it 
the power which combines atom to atom, and unites 
molecule to molecule? Can we refer the process to 
heat ? The influence of caloric, although by changing 
the form of bodies it sometimes assists combination, is 
to be regarded rather as in antagonism to the power of 
cohesion. Can it be thought that electricity is active in 
producing the result? During every change of state, 
those phenomena which we term electrical are mani- 
fested ; but we thereby only prove the general diffusion 
of the electric principle, and by no means show that 
electricity is the cause of the chemical change. Can 
light determine these change? It is evident, although 
light may be a disturbing power, that it cazmot be the 
effective one; for many of these decompositions and re- 
compositions are constantly going on within the dark 
and sOent depths of the earth, to which a sunbeam 
cannot reach. That the excitation on the surface of tie 
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earth, produced by solar influence, may modify those 
changes, is probable. It is, however, certain that we 
must regard all manifestations of chemical force as 
dependent upon some secret principles common to all 
matter, diffused throughout the universe, but modified 
by the influences of the known imponderable elements, 
and by the mechanical force of aggregative attraction. 

Bodies undergo remarkable changes of form, and 
present very different characters, by reactions, which 
are of several kinds. We suppose that a permanent 
corpuscular arrangement is maintained so long as the 
equilibrium of the molecular forces is undisturbed. 
Water, for instance, remains unchanged so long as the 
balance of affinity is kept up between the oxygen and 
hydrogen of which it is composed, or so long as the 
oscillations of force between these combining elements 
are equal; but disturb tins force, or set up a new 
vibratory action, as by passing an electro current 
through the water, or by presenting another body, which 
has the power of reacting upon one of these corpuscular 
systems, and the water is decomposed, the hydrogen and 
oxygen gases being set free, or one alone is liberated, 
and the other combined with the molecules of the agent 
employed, and a new compound produced. This is 
ch e mis try , by which science we discover all the com- 
binations of matter. 

Having reason to conclude that atom combines with 
atom, according to a system most harmoniously arranged, 
Acre can be no difficulty in conceiving that molecule 
unites with molecule, in a manner regulated by some 
equally well-marked law. It was, indeed, a discovery 
by WenieL, of Vribourg, that, in salts which decompose 
each other, the acid which saturates one base will also 
saturate the other base; and the sabsecpent observations 
of Bkhter, of Berlin, who attached proportional num- 
bers to the acids and bases, and who remarked that the 
neutrality of metallic salts does not change daring the 
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precipitation of metals by each other, which led the way 
to the atomic theory of Dr. Dalton, to whom entirely 
belongs the observation, that the equivalent of a com- 
pound body is the sum of the equivalents of its consti- 
tuents, and the discovery of combination in multiple 
proportions. 

The elements of a molecule can take a new arrange- 
ment amongst themselves, without any alteration in the 
number of the atoms or of their weight, and thus give 
rise to a body of a different form and colour, although 
possessing the same chemical constitution. This is the 
case with many of the organic compounds of carbon and 
hydrogen. 

The elements of a compound may be disassociated, 
and thus the dissimilar substances of which it is com- 
posed set free. A piece of chalk exposed to heat is, bjr 
the disturbance of its molecular arrangement, changed 
in its nature ; a gaseous body, carbonic acid, is liberated, 
and quick-lime (oxide of calcium) is left behind. If 
this carbonic acid is passed through red-hot metal tubes, 
or brought in contact with heated potassium, it is re- 
solved into oxygen and charcoal — the oxygen com- 
bining with the metal employed. The oxide of calcium 
(lime), if subjected to the action of a powerful galvanic 
current, is converted into oxygen and a metal, calcium. 
Thus we learn that chalk is a body consisting of two 
compound molecules, — carbonic acid, which is formed 
by the combination of an atom of carbon with two atoms 
of oxygen, — and lime, which results from the union of 
an atom of calcium with one of oxygen. 

The condition requisite to the production of chemical 
action between bodies is that they should be dissimilar. 
Two elementary atoms are placed within the spheres of 
each other's influences, and a compound molecule 
results. Oxygen and hydrogen form water; oxygen 
and carbon give rise to carbonic acid; nitrogen and 
hydrogen unite to form ammonia; and chlorine and 
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hydrogen to produce hydrochloric acid. In all these 
cases an external force is required to bring the atoms 
within the range of mutual affinity : flame, — the electrical 
spark, — actinism, — or the interposition of a third body, 
is necessary in each case. There are other examples in 
which no such influence is required. Potassium and 
oxygen instantly unite : chlorine, iodine, and bromine 
immediately, and with much violence, combine with the 
metals to form chlorides, iodides, or bromides. 

With compound molecules the action is in many 
cases equally active, and combination is readily effected, 
as in the cases of the acids and the oxides of some 
metals, which are all instances of the most common 
chemical attraction. 

An elementary or simple molecule and molecules of a 
compound and different constitution are brought 
together, and a new compound results from an inter- 
change of their atoms, whilst an element is liberated. 
These are essentially illustrations of analytical che- 
mistry. Sulphuretted hydrogen is mixed with chlorine ; 
the chlorine combines with the hydrogen, and sulphur 
is set free. Potassium is put into water, and it com- 
bines with the oxygen of the water, whilst the hydrogen 
is liberated. 

Two compound molecules being brought together 
may decompose each other, and form two new com- 
pounds by an interchange of their elements. 

One element may be substituted for another under 
certain circumstances. Gold may be replaced by 
mercury ; copper will take the place of silver ; and iron 
will occasion the separation of copper from its solutions, 
the iron itself being dissolved to supply its place ; 
chlorine will substitute hydrogen in the carburetted 
hydrogen gases; and many other examples might be 
adduced. 

. Chemical phenomena very frequently become of a 
complex character ; and one, two, or three of these cases 
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may be occurring at tke same time in the decomposition 
of one compound by another. Such are the general 
features of chemical science. Many peculiarities and 
remarkable phenomena connected with chemical investi- 
gations -will be named, as the examination of the ele- 
mentary composition of matter is proceeded with; but, 
although the philosophy of chemical action is of the 
highest interest, it must not be allowed to detain us 
with its details, which are, indeed, more in accordance 
with a treatise on the science than one which professes 
to do no more than sketch out those prevailing and 
striking features which, whilst they elucidate the great 
truths of nature, are capable of being employed as sug- 
gestive examples of the tendency of scientific investiga- 
tion to enlarge the boundaries of thought, and give a 
greater elevation to the mind, leading us from the 
merely mechanical process of analysis up to the great 
synthetical operations, by which all that is found upon 
the earth for its ornament, or our necessities, is created. 
Among the most remarkable phenomena within tie 
range of physical chemistry are those of Catalysis, or, as 
it has also been called, the "Action of presence."* 
There are a certain number of bodies known to posses* 

* On certain <xmMnationsofan£waeia\forwiedofA90te, Sulphur, 
and Oxygen; by J. Pelouze. Translated from Annates de Chimie, vol. 
xvi, for Scientific Memoirs, vol. i p. 470. Some ideas of a new 
force acting in the combinations of Organic Compounds, by Berze- 
lius : Annies de Chimie, vol. lxi. The conclusion come to by 
this eminent chemist is expressed in the following translation >- 
41 This new power, hitherto unknown, is common both in organic 
and inorganic nature. 1 do not believe that it is a power which 
is entirely independent of the electro-chemical affinities of the 
substance. I believe, on the contrary, that it is merely a neir 
form of it; but so long as we do not see their connection and 
mutual dependence, it will be more convenient to describe it by a 
separate name. I shall, therefore, call it catalytic power : I shall 
also call catalysis, the decomposition of bodies by this foroe— in 
the same way as the decomposition of bodies by chemical affinity. 
is termed analysis. 
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the power of resolving compounds into new forms, 
without undergoing any change themselves. KirchofT 
discovered that the presence of an acid, at a certain 
temperature, converted starch into sugar and gum, no 
combination with the acid taking place. Thenard found 
that manganese, platinum, gold, and silver, and, indeed, 
almost any solid organic body, had the power of decom- 
posing the hinoxide of hydrogen by their presence 
merely, no action being detected on these bodies. 
Edmund Davy found that powdered platinum, moistened 
with alcohol, became red-hot, fired the spirit, and con- 
verted it into vinegar, without undergoing, itself, any 
chemical change. Dcebereiner next discovered that 
spongy platinum fired a current of hydrogen gas 
directed upon it, which, by combining with the oxygen 
of the air, formed water. Dulong and Thenard traced 
the same property, differing only in degree, through 
iridium, osmium, palladium, gold, silver, and even glass. 
Farther investigation has extended the number of 
instances ; and it has even been found that a polished 
plate of platinum has the power of condensing hydrogen 
and oxygen so forcibly upon its surface, that these gases 
we drawn into combination and form water, with a 
development of heat sufficient to ignite the metal. 

This power, whatever it may be, is common in both 
organic and inorganic nature, and on its important pur- 
poses Benselius has the following remarks : — 

"This power gives rise to numerous applications in 
organic nature ; thus, it is only around the eyes of the 
potato that diastase exists : it is by means of catalytic 
power that diastase, and that starch, which are insoluble, 
aw converted into sugar and into gum, which, being 
soluble,, form the sap that rises in the germs of the 
potato. This evident example of the action of catalytic 
power in an organic secretion, is not, probably, the only 
one in Hie animal and vegetable kingdom, and. it may 
hereafter be discovered that it is by an action analogous 
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to that of catalytic power, that the secretion of such 
different bodies is produced, all which are supplied by 
the same matter, the sap in plants, and the blood in 
animals."* 

It is, without doubt, to this peculiar agency that we 
must attribute the abnormal actions produced in the 
blood of living animals by the addition of any gaseous 
miasma or putrid matter, of which we have, in all pro- 
bability, a fearful example in the progress of Asatic 
cholera; therefore the study of its phenomena becomes 
an important part of public hygi&ne. 

Physical research has proved to us that all bodies 
have peculiar powers, by which they condense with 
varying degrees of force gases and vapours upon their 
surfaces; every body in nature may, indeed, be regarded 
as forming its own peculiar atmosphere. To this power, 
in all probability, does catalysis belong. Different 
views have, however, prevailed on this subject, and Dr. 
Lyon Playfairf argues that the catalytic force is merely 
a modified form of chemical affinity, exerted under 
peculiar conditions. 

Whatever may be the power producing chemical 
change, it acts in conformity with some fixed laws, and 

♦ Berzelius: Annate* de GKmte, vol. lxi. 

f Oil Transformations produced by Catalytic Bodies: by Lyon 
Playfair, Esq.; Phil Mag., vol. xxxi. p. 191, 1847.— "Facts baw 
been brought forward to show that there is at least as much pro- 
bability in the view that the catalytic force is merely a modified 
form of chemical affinity exerted under peculiar conditions, as 
there is in ascribing it to an unknown power, or to the commu- 
nication of an intestine motion to the atoms of a complex mole- 
cule. Numerous cases have been cited, in which the action 
results when the assisting or catalytic body is not in a state of 
change ; and attempts have been made to prove, by new experi- 
ments, that the catalytic power exercises its peculiar power by 
acting in the same direction as the body decomposing, or entering 
into union, but under conditions in which its own affinity cannot 
always be gratified." 
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in all its transmutations, an obedience to a most har- 
monious system is apparent. 

It is curious to observe the remarkable character 
of many of these natural transmutations of matter, but 
we must content ourselves with a few examples only. 
For instance : — 

Sugar, oxalic acid, and citric acid are very unlike 
each other, yet they are composed of the same elements ; 
the first is used as a general condiment, the second is a 
destructive poison, and the third a grateful and healthful 
acid : sugar is readily converted into oxalic acid, and in 
the process of ripening fruits nature herself converts 
citric acid into sugar. Again, starch, sugar, and gum 
would scarcely be regarded as alike, yet their only diffe- 
rence is in the mode in which carbon, hydrogen, and 
oxygen combine. They are composed of the same prin- 
ciples, in the following proportions : — 

Carbon. Hydrogen. Oxygen* 
Starch . . . 12 — 10 — 10 
Sugar . . 12 — II — 11 

Gum 12 — 11 — 11 

These isomeric groups certainly indicate some law 
of affinity which science has not yet discovered. 
Similar and even more remarkable instances might be 
adduced of the same elements producing compounds 
very unlike each other; but the above have been 
selected from their well-known characters. Indeed, we 
may state with truth that all the varieties of the vege- 
table world — their woody fibre — their acid or alkaline 
juices — the various exudatipns of plants — their flowers, 
fruit, and seeds, and the numerous products which, by 
art, they are made to yield for the uses of man, are, all 
of them, compounds of these three elements, differing 
only in the proportions in which they are combined 
with nitrogen, or in some peculiar change of state in 
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one or other of the elementary principle*. The chemist 
is now enabled by simple processes, from the refuse of 
manufactories to produce fruit essences which are 
equal in flavour to the natural production ; and from 
benseic acid, which is obtained in great abundance from 
the houses, in which cows are kept, the most delicate 
essences are produced, which are given to the world as 
the distillations of a thousand flowers. By the impulse 
given to organic chemistry by Idebig, our knowledge of 
the almost infinite variety of substances, in physical 
character exceedingly dissimilar, which result from the 
combination of oxygen, hydrogen, and carbon, in varying 
proportions, has been largely increased. And the 
science is now in that state which almost causes a regret 
that any new organic compounds should be discovered, 
until some industrious mind has undertaken the task of 
reducing to a good general classification the immense 
mass of valuable matter which has been accumulated, 
but which, for all practical purposes, remains nearly use- 
less and unintelligible. • 

These combinations, almost infinitely varied as they 
are, and so readily produced and multiplied as to be 
nearly at the will of the organic analyst, are not, any of 
them, accidental : they are the result of certain laws, 
and atom has united with atom in direct obedience to 
principles which have been through all time in active 
operation. They are unknown; the researches of 
science have not yet developed them, and the philosopher 
has not yet made his deductions. They are to be re- 
ferred to some secret fixed principles of action, to a fbrce 
which has impressed upon every atom of the universe its 
distinguishing character. Chemistry makes us familiar 
with a system of order. The researches of analysts 
have proved that every body has a particular law of com- 
bination, to which it is bound by a mathematical pre- 
cision ; but it is not proportional combination alone we 
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have to consider. If aUotropkg is evidenced in the 
mineral world, it is certainly far more strikingly mani- 
fested in the vegetable and animal kingdoms. 

There are some cases in which bodies appear to com- 
bine without any limitation, as spirit of wine and water, 
sulphuric acid and water; but these must be con- 
sidered as conditions of mixture rather than of chemical 
combination. 

The composition of bodies is fixed and invariable, 
and a compound substance, so long* as it retains its 
characteristic properties, must consist of the same 
elements united in the same proportions. Thus, sul- 
phuric acid is invariably composed of 16 parts of sulphur 
and 24 parts of oxygen. Chalk, whether formed by 
nature or by the chemist, yields 43*71 parts of carbonic 
acid, and 56*29 parts of lime. The rust which forms 
upon the surface of iron by the action of the atmosphere, 
is as invariable in its composition as if it had been 
formed by the most delicate adjustment of weight by 
the most accurate manipulator, being 28 parts of iron 
and 12 parts of oxygen. This law is the bask of all 
chemical inquiry, all analytical investigations depending 
upon the knowledge it affords us, thai we can only pro- 
duce certain undeviating compounds as the results of 
our decompositions. We are not in a position to offer 
any explanation which will account for these constant 
quantities in combination. The forces of cohesion and 
elasticity have been advanced in explanation, on the 
strength of the fact that the solubility of a salt in water 
is regulated by cohesion, and that of a gas by its 
elasticity. Although it may appear that some cases of 
chemical combination are due to these powers, — as, for 
instance, when the unioa of oxalic acid or sulphuric 
acid with lime produces an insoluble salt,— we cannot 
thus explain the constant proportions in which the. 
flwtals, sulphur, oxygen, and similar bodies, unite. It 
is quite certain there is a power or principle, which we 
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have not yet reached, upon which are dependent all the 
phenomena which we now embrace under the term 
chemical affinity. 

Another law teaches us that when compound bodies 
combine in more than one proportion, every additional 
union represents a multiple of the combining proportion 
of the first. With the difficulty which arises from the 
sub-multiple compounds we cannot deal: — further re- 
search may render their laws less obscure. We hare 
seen that 8 parts of oxygen unite with 1 of hydrogen 
and 14 of nitrogen. It also unites with 110 of silver, 
96 of platinum, 40 of potassium, 36 of chlorine, and 
200 parts of mercury, giving rise to— 

Water 9 

Nitrous oxide 22 . 

Oxide of surer 118 

Oxide of platinum 104 

Potash 48 

Oxide of chlorine • . . . 44 

Oxide of mercury . . . . 208 

In these proportions, or in multiples of them, and in 
no others, will these bodies unite with the acids or other 
compounds. It will, of course, be understood that any 
other numbers may be adopted, provided they stand in 
the same relation to each other.* 

From the discovery of these harmonious arrangements 
was deduced the beautiful atomic theory to which allu- 
sion has been already made. Indeed, there does not 
appear to be any other way of explaining these phe- 
nomena than by the hypothesis that the ultimate atoms 
of bodies have relatively the weights which we arbi- 
trarily assign to them, as their combining quantities. 
These views are further confirmed by the fact, that 
gaseous bodies unite together by volume in very simple 
definite proportions: — 100 measures of hydrogen and 

* Consult Graham's Chemistry, On Combming Proportions. 
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200 measures of oxygen form water ; 100 measures of 
oxygen and 100 measures of vapour of sulphur form 
sulphurous acid gas. Ammoniacal gas consists of 300 
volumes erf hydrogen and 100 volumes of nitrogen, con- 
densed by combination into 200 volumes ; consequently, 
ire are enabled most readily to calculate the specific 
gravity of ammoniacal gas. The specific gravity of 
nitrogen is 0*9722, that of hydrogen 00694. Now, 
three volumes of hydrogen are equal to 0*2082 : this 
added to 0-9722 is equal to 11804, which is exactly the 
specific gravity obtained by experiment. 

There is no doubt, firom the generality with which 
this law of volumes prevails, that it would be found to 
extend through all substances, provided they could be 
rendered gaseous; in other words, there is abundant 
proof to convince us that throughout nature the process 
of combination, in the most simple ratio of volumes, is 
in operation to produce all the forms of matter known 
tons. 

It has been shown, by the investigations of Dr. Dal- 
ton, in 1840, that salts, containing water of crystalli- 
zation, dissolve in water without increasing the bulk of 
the fluid more than is due to the liquefaction of the 
water which these salts contain ; while Joule and Play- 
fair have shown that the anhydrous salts take up no 
space in solution. Prom this we are naturally led to 
conclude that the volume occupied by a salt in the solid 
state has a certain relation to the volume of the same 
salt when in solution, and has also a fixed relation to 
the volume occupied by any other salt. The law appears 
to be : — the atomic volume of any salt whatever (an- 
hydrous or hydrated) is a multiple of 11, or of a number 
near 11, or a multiple of 9*8 (the atomic volume of ice), 
or the sum of a multiple of 11 or 9*8. Marignac, who 
has also paid much attention to the subject, does not 
think these numbers absolutely correct, but approxi- 
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mately so.* It would be a beautiful exemplification rf 
the simplicity of Nature's (derations, if it should be 
clearly proved that the atomic volume of solid water 
(icfe) regulated the combining proportions by volume of 
all other bodies, — that it was the standard by which 
chemical combination and ordinary solution were 
determined. 

In addition to the laws already indicated, there appear 
to be some others of which, as yet, we have a less satis- 
factory knowledge, and, as a remarkable case, we may 
adduce the phenomena of substitution, or that power 
which an elementary body, under certain conditions, 
possesses, of turning out one of the elements of a com- 
pound, and of taking its place. f Thus, the hydrogcs 

* Memoir on Atomic Volume and Specific Gravity. Messrs. 
Lyon Playfdir and Joule. — Philosophical Magazine, vol. xxvii. p. 
463, or Transactions of Chemical Society of London. Observatim 
on the above, by Professor de Marignac.— Bibliotheqae Univer- 
selle, Feb. 1846. Oft the Relation of the Volumes of todies Utkt 
solid state, to their equivalents, or atomic weights : by Professor 
Otto. Studies on the connection between the atomic weights, 
crystmltmeform, and density of bodies : by M. Filhol. Translated 
for the Cavendish Society, and published in their Chenuoel 
Reports and Memoirs. 

f Comptes Rendus de VAcadkmie des Sciences, 1840, No. 
ft. A good translation of Dumas's Memoir appeared in the Philo- 
sophical Magazine, from which I extract the following familiar ex- 
position of the laws of substitution : — " Let me make a comparison 
drawn from a familiar order of ideas. Let us put ourselves in the 
place of a man overlooking a game at chess without the slightest 
knowledge of the game. He would soon remark that the pieces 
must be used according to positive rules. In chemistry, the 
-equivalents are our pieces, and the law of substitutions one of the 
rules which preside over their moves. And as in the ohBqae 
move of the pawns one pawn must be substituted for another, so 
in the phenomena of substitution one element must take the place 
of another. But this does not hinder the pawn from advancing 
without taking anything, as die law of substitution does not hinder 
an element £ram acting on a body without displacing or taking 
the place of any ether element that it may contain."-- jfa 
the Law of Substitutions, and Theory of Chemical Types. 
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of a compound radical, as carburetted hydrogen, may be 
replaced by chlorine, equivalent for equivalent, and 
form a chloride of carbon, which being constructed on 
the same tyre as the original, will have the same general 
laws of combination. 

Under the influence of these laws, all the combinations 
which we discover in nature take place. The metals, 
and oxygen, and sulphur, and phosphorus unite. The 
dements of the organic type, entering into the closest 
relations, give rise to every form of vegetable life. The 
acids, the gums, the resins, and the sugar which plants 
produce; and those yet more complicated animal sub- 
stances, bone, muscle, blood, and bile ; albumen, casein, 
milk, with those compounds which, under the influence 
of vital power, resolve themselves into substances which 
are essential to the existence, health, and beauty of the 
m^mal fabric, are all dependent on these laws. But 
these metamorphoses must be further considered in our 
examination of the more striking cases of chemical 
action. The changes which result from organic combi- 
nation are so remarkable, and withal they show how 
completely the whole of the material world is in sub- 
jection to chemical force, and every variety of form the 
result of mysterious combination, that some particular 
reference to these metamorphoses is demanded. 

In nearly all cases of decided chemical action, all 
trace of the characters of the combining bodies dis- 
appear. We say decided chemical action, because, 
although sulphuric acid and water combine, and salts 
dissolve, in water, we may always recognize their 
presence, and therefore these and similar cases cannot 
be regarded as strict examples of the phenomena undo* 
consideration. 

Hydrogen and oxygen, in combining, lose their gaseous 
forms, and are condensed into a liquid — water. Sul- 
phuric acid is intensely sour and corrosive ; potash is 
highly caustie; but united they form a salt which is 
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neither: thev appear to lmve destroyed the dii^gtiMhing 
characters of each other. Combined bodies frequently 
occupy less space than they did previously to combination, 
of which numerous particular instances might be adduced. 
Gases in many cases undergo a remarkable condensation 
when chemically combined. In slaking lime, the water 
becomes solid in the molecules of the hydrate of liae 
formed, and the intense heat produced arises from the 
liberation of that caloric which had been employed to 
keep the water liquid. When a solid passes into the 
liquid state, cold is produced by the abstraction from 
surrounding objects of the heat required to effect fluidity. 
An alteration of temperature occurs whenever chemical 
change takes place, as we have already shown, with a 
few trivia) and uncertain exceptions. The disturbance 
caused by the exercise of the force of affinity frequently 
leads to the development of several physical powers. 

Changes of colour oommonly arise; indeed, there 
does not appear to be any relation between the colour df 
a compound and that of its elements. Iodine is of a 
deep iron-grey colour ; its vapour is violet ; yet it fona 
beautifully white salts with the alkalies, a splendid red 
salt with mercury, and a yellow one with lead. The 
salts of iron vary from white and yellow to green and 
dark brown. Those of copper, a ted metal, are of a 
beautiful blue and green colour, and the anhydrous 
sulphate is white. 

Isomorphism, which appears in a very remarkable 
manner among the organic compounds,. has, under the 
head of crystallization, already had our attention. Th&e 
is also a class of bodies which are said to be isomeric; 
that is, to have the same composition, although different 
in their physical characters. But the idea that bodies 
exist, which, although of a decidedly different external 
character, are of exactly the same chemical composition 
and physical condition,* is not tenable ; and in nearly all 
the examples which have been carefully examined, a 
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deference in the aggregate number of atoms, or in the 
mode in which those atoms have respectively arranged 
themselves, or that peculiar physical difference desig- 
nated by the term alio tr opt/ y has been detected. 

Oil of turpentine and oil of lemons have the same 
composition, each being composed of five equivalents of 
carbon and four of hydrogen. These substances form, 
from the striking difference perceptible in their external 
characters, a good example of isomerism. 

The laws of organic chemistry are not, however, the 
same as those applying to inorganic combinations. Or- 
ganic chemistry is well defined by Liebig, as the che- 
i ftistry of compound radicals ; and under the influence 
of vitality, nature produces compounds which have all 
the properties of simple elements.* 

When we reflect upon the conditions which prevail 
throughout nature, with a few of which only has science 
made us acquainted, we cannot fail to be struck with 
the various phases of being which are presented to our 
observation, and the harmonious system upon which 
ftey all appear to depend. 

When we .discover that bodies are formed of certain 
determinate atoms, which unite one with another, ac- 
cording to an arithmetical system, to form molecules, 
which, combining with molecules, observe a similar law, 
i we see at once that all the harmonies of chemical combi- 
nation — the definite proportions, laws of volume, and 
the like — are but the necessary consequences of these 
simple and guiding first principles. In the pursuit of 
truth, investigators must discover still further arrange- 
ments, which, from their perfection, may be compared 
to the melodious interblending of sweet sounds, and 

* Liebig's Chemistry in its application to Agriculture and 
Physiology: translated by Lyon Playfair, Ph. D. dnimal 
Chemistry, or Chemistry in Us application to Physiology and 
Pathology: by Justus Liebig; translated by Wm. Giegory. 
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many of the apparently indeterminate combinations will r 
beyond a doubt, be shown to be as definite as any others. 
But we cannot reflect upon the fact that these atoms 
and these molecules are guided in their combinations by 
impulses, which we can only explain by reference to 
human passions, as the term elective affinity implies, 
without feeling that an impenetrable mystery of a grand 
and startling character in its manifestations surrounds 
each grain of dust which is hurried along upon the 
wind. 

We now, habitually, speak of attraction and repulsion 
—of the affinity and non-affinity of bodies. We are 
disposed, from the discovery of the attractive and re- 
pelling poles of electrified substances, to regard these 
powers in all cases as depending upon some electrical 
state, and we write learnedly upon the laws of these 
forces. After all, it would be more honest to admit, 
that we know no more of the secret impulses which 
regulate the combinations of matter, than did those 
who satisfied themselves by referring all phenomena of 
these kinds to sympathies and antipathies : terms which 
have a poetic meaning, conveying to the -mind, with 
considerable distinctness, the feet, and giving the idea 
of a feeling — a passion — involving and directing in- 
animate matter, similar to that which stirs the human 
heart, and certainly calculated to convey the impression 
that there is working within all things a living principle, 
and pointing, indeed, to "the soul of the world." The 
animated marble of ancient story is far less wonderful 
than the feet, proved by investigation, that every atom 
of matter is penetrated by a principle which directs its 
movements and orders its positions, and involved by an 
influence which extends, without limits, to all other 
atoms, and which determines their union, or otherwise. 

We have gravitation, drawing all matter to a common 
centre, and acting from all bodies throughout the wide 
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Regions of unmeasured space upon aU. We have co- 
hesion, holding the particles of matter enchained, ope- 
rating only at distances too minute for the mathematician 
to measure ; and we have chemical attraction, different 
from either of these, working no less mysteriously within 
absolutely insensible distances, and, by the exercise of 
its occult power, giving determinate and fixed forms to 
-every kind of material creation. 

The spiritual beings, which the poet of untutored 

nature gave to the forest, to the valley, and to the 

mountain, to the lake, to the river, and to the ocean, 

working within their secret offices, and moulding for 

man the beautiful or the sublime, are but the weak 

•creations of a finite mind, although they have for us a 

•charm which all men unconsciously obey, even when 

they refuse to confess it. They are like the result erf 

the labours of the statuary, who, in his high dreams of 

love and sublimated beauty, creates from the marble 

block a figure of the most exquisite moulding which 

mimics life. It charms us for a season; we gaze and 

gaze again, and its first charms vanish ; it is ever and 

ever still the same dead heap of chiselled stone. It has not 

the power of presenting to our wearying eyes the change 

which life alone enables matter to give ; and we admit 

the excellence of the artist, but we cease to feel at his 

work. The creations of poetry are pleasing, but they 

never affect the mind in, the way in which the poetic 

realities of nature do. The sylph moistening a lily is 

.a sweet dream ; but the thoughts which rise when first 

we learn that its broad and beautiful dark-green leaves, 

and its pure and delicate flower, are the results of the 

alchemy which changes gross particles of matter into 

symmetric forms, — of a power which is unceasingly at 

work under the guidance of light, heat, and electrical 

force, — are, after our incredulity has passed away — for 

it is too wonderful for the untutored to believe at once 

—of an exalting character. * 
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The flower has grown under the impulse of principle 
which hare traversed to it on the solar beam, and mil 
gled with its substance. A stone is merely a stone i 
most men. But within the interstices of the stone, art 
involving it like an atmosphere, are great and might 
influences, powers which are fearful in their grande 
operations, and wonderful in their gentler development 
The stone and the flower hold, locked up in their re 
cesses, the three great known forces — light, heat, m 
electricity: and, in all probability, others of a moi 
exalted nature still, to winch these powers are but sub 
ordinate agents. Such are the facts of science, whict 
indeed, are the true " sermons in stones," and the mos 
musical of " tongues in trees/' How weak are the crea 
tions of romance, when viewed beside the discoveries o 
science! One affords matter for meditation, and give 
rise to thoughts of a most ennobling character ; the othe 
excites for a moment, and leaves the mind vacant or dw 
eased. The former, like the atmosphere, furnishes i 
constant supply of the most healthful matter; the latta 
gives an unnatural stimulus, which compels a renews 
of the same kind of excitement, to maintain the conti 
nuation of its pleasurable sensations. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

CHEMICAL PHENOMENA. 

fater — Its Constituents — Oxygen— Hydrogen — Peroxide of Hy- 
drogen — Physical Property of Water — Ice — Sea Water — 
Chlorine — Muriatic Acid— Iodine — Bromine— Compounds of 
Hydrogen with Carbon — Combustion — Flame — Safety Lamp 
—Respiration— Animal Heat — The Atmosphere — Carbonic 
Acid— Influence of Plants on the Air— Chemical Phenomena 
of Vegetation— Compounds of Nitrogen— Mineral Kingdom, 
Ac. Ac. 

Without attempting anything which shall approach 
yen to the character of a sketch of chemical science, 
ft may be allowed, in our search after exalting truths, 
o select such examples of the results of combination as 
nay serve to elucidate any of the facts connected with 
mtural phenomena. In doing this, by associating our 
examination with well-known natural objects or con* 
htions, the interpretation afforded by analysis will be 
more evident, and the operation of the creative forces 
rendered more striking and familiar,, particularly if at 
the same time we examine such physical conditions as 
^re allied in action, and are sufficiently explanatory of 
important features. 

A large portion of this planet is covered by the waters 
of the ocean, of lakes and rivers. Water forms the best 
means of communication between remote parts of the 
earth. It is in every respect of the utmost importance 
to the animal and vegetable kingdom ; and, indeed, it 
is indispensable in all the great phenomena of the in- 
organic world. The peculiarities of saltness or freshness 
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in water are dependent npon its solvent powers. The 
waters of the ocean are saline from holding dissolved 
various saline compounds, which are received in part 
from, and imparted also to, the marine plants. Perfectly 
pure water is without taste : even the pleasant character 
of freshly-drawn spring- water is due to the admixture 
of atmospheric air and carbonic acid. The manner in 
which water absorbs air is evidently due to a peculiar 
physical attractive .force, the value of which we do not 
at present clearly perceive or correctly estimate. It is 
chemically composed of two volumes of hydrogen gas— 
the lightest body known, and at the same time a highly 
inflammable one— united with one volume of oxygen, 
which excites combustion, and continues that action, — 
producing heat andlight, — with great energy. By weight, 
one part of hydrogen is united with eight of oxygen, or 
in 100 parts of water we find 88'9 oxygen, and 11*1 of 
hydrogen gas. That two such bodies should unite to 
furnish the most refreshing beverage, and indeed the 
only natural drink for man and animals, is one of the 
extraordinary facts of science. Hydrogen will not sup- 
port life— we cannot breathe it and live i and oxygen 
would over-stimulate the organic system, and, producing 
a kind of combustion, give rise to fever in the animal 
frame; but, united, they form that drink, for a drop of 
which the fevered monarch would yield his diadem, and 
the deprivation of which is one of the most horrid cala- 
mities that can be inflicted upon any living thing. Water 
appears aa the antagonist principle to fire, and the 
ravages of the latter are quenched by the assuaging 
powers of the former; yet a mixture of oxygen and 
hydrogen gases, in the exact proportion in which they 
form water, explodes with the utmost violence on the 
contact of flame, and, when judiciously arranged, produces 
the most intense degree of heat known; — such is the 
remarkable difference between a merely mechanical 
mixture and a chemical combination. Beyond this, we 
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lave already noticed the remarkable fact that water 
deprived of air is explosive at a comparatively low tem- 
perature, less than 300° ; gunpowder requiring a tem- 
perature of nearly 1000° F. 

If we place in a globe, oxygen and hydrogen gases, 
in the exact proportions in which they combine to form 
water, they remain without change of state. They 
Appear to mix intimately; and, notwithstanding the 
difference in the specific gravities of the two gases, the 
lighter one is diffused through the heavier in a curious 
manner, agreeably to a law which has an important 
bearing on the conditions of atmospheric phenomena.* 
The moment, however, that an incandescent body, or 

* Dr. Priestley appears to have been the first to observe the 
peculiar property of the diffusion of gases. Dr. Dalton, however, 
Brat drew attention to the important bearing of this fact on natural 
phenomena, and he published his views on The Miscibility of 
Oases in the Manchester Memoirs, vol. v. The following extract 
from his memoir On the Constitution of the Atmosphere will exhibit 
its bearings: — 

It may be worth while to contrast this view of the constitution 
of the atmosphere with the only other one, as far as I know, that 
has been entertained. 

According to the other view, 
1. The volume of each gas 
found at the surface of the 
earth, multiplied by its specific 
gravity, is proportional to the 
whole weight of the respective 
atmospheres. 
Azote .... 76-6 
Oxygen .... 234 
Aqueous vapour . 083 
Carbonic acid . . 01 5 



According to one view, 
1. The volumes of each gas 
found at the surface of the earth 
are proportional to the whole 
weights of the respective atmos- 
pheres. 



Azote . . . 
Oxygen . . . 
Aqueous vapour 
Carbonic acid . 



79 
21 

1-; 



1-0 



101-43 
According to one view, 
2. The altitude of each at- 
mosphere differs from that of 
every otber, and the proportions 



100-88 
According to the other view, 
2. The altitude of each at- 
mosphere is the same, and the 
proportion of each in the com- 
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the spark from an electric machine, is brought into 
contact with the mixed gases, they ignite, explode vio- 
lently, and combine to form water. The discovery of 
the composition of water was thus synthetically made 
by Cavendish— its constitution haying been previously 
theoretically announced by Watt.* 

If, instead of combining oxygen and hydrogen in the 
proportions in which they form water, we compel the 
hydrogen to combine with an additional equivalent of 
oxygen, we have a compound possessing many properties 
strikingly different from water. This — peroxide of hy- 
drogen, as it is called — is a colourless liquid, less 
volatile than water, having a metallic taste. It is 
decomposed at a low temperature, and, at the boiling 
point, the oxygen escapes from it with such violence, 
that something like an explosion ensues. All metals, 
except iron, tin, antimony, and tellurium, have a ten- 
dency to decompose this compound, and separate it into 
oxygen and water. Some metals are oxidized during 
the decomposition, but gold, silver, platinum, and a few 
others, still retain their metallic state. If either silver, 
lead, mercury, gold, platinum, manganese, or cobalt, in 



pound atmosphere, is the same 
at all elevations. 



3. When two atmospheres 
are mixed, they continue so 
without the heavier manifesting 
any disposition to separate ana 
descend from the lighter. 



of each in the compound at- 
mosphere gradually vary in the 
ascent. 

8. When two atmospheres 
are mixed, they take their places 
according to their specific gra- 
vity, not in separate strata, hut 
intermixedly. There is, how- 
ever, a separate stratum of the 
specifically lighter atmosphere 
at the summit over the other. 

* The discussion of this question, commenced by Arago in his 
Eloge, was continued by Lord Brougham in his Lives of Watt and 
Cavendish, and by Mr. Vernon Harcourt, in his address as Presi- 
dent of the British Association, and more recently in his Letter to 
Lord Brougham. Watt's Letters on the Subject have been since 
published under the superintendence or Mr. Muirhead. 
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tHeir highest states of oxidation, are put into a tube, 
containing this peroxide of hydrogen, its oxygen is 
liberated with the rapidity of an explosion, and so much 
heat is excited that the tube becomes red hot. These 
phenomena, to which we have already referred in 
noticing catalysis, are by no means satisfactorily ex- 
plained, and the peculiar bleaching property possessed 
by the peroxide of hydrogen sufficiently distinguishes 
it from water. There are few combinations which show 
more strikingly than this the difference arising from 
the chemical union of an additional atom of one element. 
Similar instances are numerous in the range of chemi- 
cal science ; but scarcely any two exhibit such dissimilar 
properties. During the ordinary processes of combus- 
tion, it has been long known that water is formed by 
the combination of the hydrogen of the burning body 
with Hie oxygen of the air. The recent researches of 
Schonbein have shown that a peculiar body, which has 
been regarded as a peroxide of hydrogen, to which he 
has given the name of Ozone, is produced at the same 
time, and that it is. developed in a great many ways, 
particularly during electrical changes of the atmosphere* 
Thus we obtain evidence that this remarkable com- 
pound, which was considered as a chemical curiosity 
merely, is diffused very generally through nature, and 
produced under a great variety of circumstances. 
During the excitation of an electrical machine, or the 
passage of a galvanic current through water by the 
oxidation of phosphorus, and probably in many similar 
processes — in particular those of combustion, and we 
may therefore infer also of respiration — this body is 
formed. From observations which have been made, it 
would appear that, during the night, when the activity 
of plants is not excited by light, they act upon the 
atmosphere in such a way as to produce this ozone ; and 
its presence is said to be indicated by its peculiar odour 
during the early hours of morning. We are not yet 
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acquainted with this body sufficiently to speculate on its 
uses in nature: without doubt, they are important) 
perhaps second to those of water only. It is probable, 
-as we have already had occasion to remark, that ozone 
may be the active agent in removing from the atmos- 
phere those organic poisons to which many forms of 
pestilence are traceable; and it is a curious fact, that a . 
low electrical intensity, and a consequent deficiency of 
atmospheric ozone, marks the prevalence of cholera, and 
an excess distinguishes the reign of influenza.* 

Some interesting researches appear to show the pro- 
bability that ozone is simply oxygen in a state of high 
activity. It has been found, indeed, that perfectly dry 
oxygen, which will not bleach vegetable colours in the 
dark, acquires, by exposure to sunshine, the power of 
destroying them. Becquerel has proved that this 
ozonous state may be produced in dry oxygen by pass- 
ing a succession of electric sparks through it. Fremy 
passed the electric sparks on the outside of a tube which 
contained perfectly dry oxygen, and it was found to 
have acquired the properties of ozone. In this case, and 
probably in the experiments of Becquerel, the light of 
the spark, rather than the electricity, appears to have 
been the active agent in producing this change. Schon- 
bein himself does not appear disposed to regard ozone 
as being either per-oxide of hydrogen, or an alloty- 
pic oxygen. He leans to his first view of its being an 
entirely new chemical element. The energy of this 
ozone is so great, that it has been found to destroy 
almost instantaneously the Indian-rubber union joints 
of the apparatus in which it is formed, t 

* See several papers On Ozone, by Professor Schonbein, in the 
Philosophical Magazine, and in the Reports of the British 
Association. Consult a paper by the Author: Athene**, Sep- 
tember, 1849. 

f Memoire sur V Ozone; Bale 1849. PoggendorfFs Annate*, 
Ixxvii., p. 592. Ibid, lxxviii. p. 162. 
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Water, from the consideration of which a digression 
has been indulged in, to consider the curious character 
of one of its elements, — water is one of the most 
powerful chemical agents, having a most extensive 
range of affinities, entering directly into the composition 
of a great many crystaUizable bodies and organic com- 
pounds. In those cases where it is not combined as- 
water, its elements often exist in the proportions in 
which water is formed. Gum, starch, and sugar, only 
differ from each other in the proportions in which the- 
elements of water are combined with the carbon. 

In saline combinations, and also in many organic 
forms, we must regard the water as condensed to the 
solid form ; that is, to exist as ice. We well know that, 
by the abstraction of heat, this condition is produced ; 
but, in chemical combinations, this change must be the 
result of the mechanical force exerted by the power or 
the agency directing affinity. 

In the case of water passing from a liquid to a solid 
state, we have a most beautiful exemplification of the 
perfection of natural operations. Water conducts heat 
downwards but very slowly; a mass of ice will remain 
undissolved but a few inches underwater, on die surface 
of which, ether, or any other inflammable body, is 
burning. If ice (solid water) swam beneath the surface, 
the summer sun would scarcely have power to thaw it ; 
and thus our lakes and seas would be gradually con- 
verted into solid masses at our ordinary winter tem- 
peratures. 

All similar bodies contract equally during the pro- 
cess of cooling, from the highest to the lowest points to 
which the experiments have been carried. It has been 
thought that if this applied to water, the result would be 
the sudden consolidation of the whole mass. A modi- 
fication of the law has been supposed to take place to 
suit the peculiar circumstances of water. Nature 
never modifies a law for a particular purpose ; we must,. 
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therefore, seek to explain the action of the fbrtnaikm 
of ice, as we know it, by some more rational view* 

Water expands by heat, and contracts by cold ; con- 
sequently, the coldest portions of this body occupy the 
lower portions of the fluid; but it must be remembered 
that these parts are warmed by the earth. Ross, how- 
ever, states that at the depth of .1,000 fathoms the aea 
has a constant temperature of 39°. Water is said to be 
at its point of greatest density at 40° of Fahrenheit's 
thermometer; in cooling further, this fluid appears to 
expand, in the same way as if heated: and, consequently, 
water colder than this point, instead of being heavier, is 
lighter, and floats on the surface of the warmer fluid. 
It does not seem that any modification of the law is re- 
quired to account for this phenomenon. Water cooled 
to 40° still retains its peculiar corpuscular arrangement; 
but immediately it passes below that temperature, it 
begins to dispose itself in such a manner that visible 
crystals may form the moment it reaches 32°. Now, if 
we conceive the particles of water, at 39°, to arrange 
themselves in the manner necessary for the assumption 
of the solid form, by the particular grouping of mole- 
cules in an angular instead of a spheroidal shape, it will 
be clear, from what we know of the arrangement of 
crystals of water — ice — that they must occupy a larger 
space than when the particles are disposed, side by 
side, in minute spheres. Even the escape of ait from 
the water in which it is dissolved is sufficient to give an 
apparent lightness to the colder water. This expansion 
still goes on increasing, from the same cause, during the 
formation of ice, so that the specific gravity of a mass of 
frozen water is less than that of water at any tempera- 
ture below 40°. It must not be forgotten that ice 
always contains a large quantity of air, by which it is 
rendered buoyant. 

Water, at rest, may be cooled many degrees below 
the freezing point without becoming solid. This is 
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easily effecteclin a thin glass flask ; but the moment it 
is agitated, it becomes a firm mass. Here we have the 
indication of another cause aiding in producing crystals 
of ice on the surface of water, under the influence of the 
disturbance produced by the wind, which does not ex- 
tend to any depth. 

As oxygen and hydrogen gases enter largely into 
other chemical compounds besides water, it is impor- 
tant to consider some of the forms of matter into the 
composition of which these elements enter. To examine 
this thoroughly, a complete essay on chemical philoso- 
phy would be necessary ; we must, therefore, be con- 
twit with referring to a few of the more remarkable 
instances. 

The waters of the ocean are salt : this arises from 
their holding, in solution chloride of sodium (muriate 
of soda — common culinary salt) and other saline bodies. 
Water being present, this becomes muriate of soda, — 
that is, a compound of muriatic acid and soda : muriatic 
acid is hydrogen, combined with a most remarkable 
gaseous body, called, from its yellow colour, chlorine; 
and soda, oxygen in union with the metal sodium, — 
therefore, when anhydrous, culinary salt is truly a 
chloride of sodium. Chlorine in some respects re- 
sembles oxygen; it attacks metallic bodies with great 
energy ; and, in many cases, produces the most vivid 
incandescence, during the process of combination. 
It is a powerful bleaching agent, is destructive to 
animal life, and rapidly changes all organic tissues. 
There are two other bodies in many respects so similar 
to chlorine, although one is at the ordinary tem- 
peratures solid, and the other fluid, and which are 
also discovered in sea- water, or in the plants grow- 
ing in it, that it is difficult to consider them other* 
.wise than as different forms of the same principle. 
These are iodine and bromine, and they both unite 
with hydrogen to # form acids. The part which 
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chlorine performs in nature is a great and impor- 
tant one. Combined in muriate of soda, we may 
trace it in large quantities through the three kingdoms 
of nature, and the universal employment of salt as a con- 
diment indicates the importance to the animal economy 
of the elements composing it. Iodine has been traced 
through the greater number of marine plants, existing, 
apparently as an essential element of their constitution; 
in some land plants it has also been found, particularly 
in the Armeria maritima, when this plant grows near 
the sea :* it has been detected in some mineral springs, 
and in small quantities in the mineral kingdom f com- 
bined as iodide of silver, and in the aluminous slate 
of Latorp in Sweden. J Bromine is found in sea- 
water, although in extremely minute quantities, in a few 
saline springs, and in combination with silver; but we 
have no evidence to show that its uses are important in 
nature. 

Hydrogen, again, unites with carbon in various pro- 
portions, producing the most dissimilar compounds. 
The air evolved from stagnant water, and the fire-damp 
of the coal mine, are both carburetted hydrogen; ana 
the gas which we emply so advantageously for illumina- 
tion, is the same, holding an additional quantity of 
carbon in suspension. Naphtha, and a long list of 
organic bodies, are composed of these two chemical 
elements. 

These combinations lead us, naturally, to the con- 
sideration of the great chemical phenomena of combus- 
tion, which involve, indeed, the influences of all the 
pnysical powers. • By the application of heat, we pro- 

* Chemical Gazette, 1849. 

\ Iodide of silver has been found at Albarradon, near Mazapil, 
in Mexico. Iodide of mercury, of a line lemon-yellow colour, has 
been discovered in the sandstone of Oasas, Viegas, Mexico. 
Algers ; Phillips' Mineralogy. 

I Genie le's Reports of the Stockholm Academy. 
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duce an intense action in a body said to be combustible; 
it burns, — a chemical action of the most energetic 
character is in progress, the elements which constitute 
the combustible body are decomposed, they unite with 
some other elementary principles, and new compounds 
are formed, A body burns — it is entirely dissipated, or 
it leaves a very small quantity of ashes behind uncon- 
sumed, but nothing is lost. Its volatile parts have 
entered into new arrangements, the form of the body is 
changed, but its constituents are still playing an 
important purpose in creation. 

The ancient notion that fire was an empyreal element, 
and the Stahlian hypothesis of a phlogistic principle on 
which all the effects of combustion depended,* have 
both given way to the philosophy of the unfortunate 
Lavoisier — which has, indeed, been modified in our own 
times — who showed that combustion is but the develop- 
ment of heat and light under the influence of chemical 
combination. 

Combustion was, at one period, thought to be always 
due to the combination of oxygen with the body burn- 
ing, but research has shown that vivid combustion may 
be produced where there is no oxygen. The oxidizable 
metals burn most energetically in chlorine, and some of 
them in the vapour of iodine and bromine, and many 
other unions take place with manifestations of incandes- 
cence. Supporters of combustion were, until lately, 
regarded as bodies distinct from those undergoing com- 
bustion. For example, hydrogen was regarded as a 



* Stahl, taking up the obscure notions of Becher and Van Hel- 
motit, supposed the phenomena of combustion to be due to 
phlogiston. He imagined that by combination with phlogiston, a 
body was rendered combustible, and that its disengagement 
occasioned combustion, and after its evolution there remained 
either an acid or an earth : thus sulphur was, by this theory, sup- 
posed to be composed of phlogiston and sulphuric acid, and lead 
of the calx of lead and phlogiston, &c 
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combustible body, and oxygen as a supporter of com- 
bustion. Such an arrangement is a most illogical one, 
since we may burn oxygen in an atmosphere of hy- 
drogen, in the same manner as we burn hydrogen in 
one of oxygen ; and so, in all the other cases, the sup- 
porter of combustion may be burnt in an atmosphere 
formed of the, so called, combustible. The ordinary 
phenomena of combustion are, however, due to the 
combination of oxygen with the body burning ; therefore 
every instance of oxidization may be regarded as a con- 
dition of combustion, the difference being only one of 
degree. 

Common iron, exposed to air and moisture, rusts; it 
combines with oxygen. Pure iron, in a state of fine 
division, unites with oxygen so eagerly, that it becomes 
incandescent, .and in both cases oxide of iron is formed. 
This last instance is certainly a case of combustion ; but 
in what does it differ from the first one, except in the 
intensity of the action? The cases of spontaneous 
combustion which are continually occurring are ex- 
amples of an analogous character to the above. Oxygen 
is absorbed, it enters more or less quickly, according to 
atmospheric conditions, into chemical combination ; heat 
is evolved, and eventually, — the action continually 
increasing, — true combustion takes plaee. In this way 
our cotton-ships, storehouses of flax, piles of oiled-cloth, 
saw-dust, &c., frequently ignite; and to such an 
influence is to be attributed the destruction of two of 
our ships of war, a few years since, in Devonport naval 
arsenal.* 

• Being called upon by the Solicitor for the Admiralty to ex- 
amine into the causes of the fire which destroyed the image** 
and Talavera, in Devonport Arsenal, I discovered a bin under the 
roofing which covered these ships, in which there had been accu- 
mulating for a long period all the refuse of the wheelwrights' and 
painters* shop ; and it was quite evident that spontaneous com- 
bustion had taken place in the mass of oiled oakum, sawdust, anti- 
attrition, and old sail-cloth, there allowed to accumulate. 
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In the economic production of heat and light, we . 
have the combination of hydrogen and carbon with the 
oxygen of common air, forming water and carbonic 
acid. In our domestic fires we employ coal, which is 
essentially a compound of carbon and hydrogen contain- 
ing a little oxygen and some nitrogen, with some earthy 
matters which must be regarded as impurities; the 
taper, whether of wax or tallow, is made up of the same 
bodies, differing only in their combining proportions, 
and, like coal gas, these burn as carburetted hydrogen. 
All these bodies are very inflammable, having a tendency 
to combine energetically with oxygen at a certain 
elevation of temperature. 

We are at a loss to. know how heat can cause the 
•combination of those bodies. Sir Humphry Davy ha* 
shown that hydrogen will not burn, nor a mixture of it 
with oxygen explode, unless directly influenced by a 
body heated so as to emit light.* May we not, there- 
fore, conclude that the chemical action exhibited in a 
Inirning body is a development of some latent force, 
with which we are unacquainted, produced by the absorp- 
tion of light; — that a repulsive action at first takes 
place, by which the hydrogen and carbon are Separated 
from each other; — and that in the nascent state they 
are seized by the oxygen, and again compelled, though 
in the new forms of water and carbonic acid, to resume 
their chains of combining affinity ? 

Every equivalent of carbon and of hydrogen in the 
burning body unites with two equivalents of oxygen, in 
strict conformity with the laws of combination. The 
flame of hydrogen, if pure, gives scarcely any light, but 
combined with the solid particles of carbon, it increases 
in brightness. The most brilliant of the illuminating 
gases is the olefiant gas, produced by the decomposition 
of alcohol, and it is only hydrogen charged with carbon 

* Retcmrcke* ** Pkme : Sir H. Davy's Collected Works. 
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to the point of saturation. Flame is a cone of heated 
vapour, becoming incandescent at the points of contact 
with the air; a mere superficial film only being luminous. 
It is evident that all the particles of the gas are in a 
state of very active repulsion over the surface, since 
flame will not pass through wire gauze of moderate 
fineness. Upon this discovery is founded the inimitable 
safety-lamp of Davy, by means of which the explosive 
gases of a mine are harmlessly ignited within a cage of 
wire gauze. This effect has been attributed to a cool- 
ing influence of the metal ; but, since the wires may be 
brought to a degree of heat but little below redness 
without igniting the fire-damp, this does not appear to 
be the cause. The conditions of the safety lamp may 
be regarded as presenting examples exactly the converse 
of those already stated with reference to the spheroidal 
state of water ; and it affords additional evidence that 
the condition of bodies at high temperatures is subject 
to important physical changes. 

The principle upon which the safety lamp is con- 
structed is, that a mixture of the fire-damp and 
atmospheric air in certain proportions explodes upov 
coming in contact with a flame. 

This mixture passes readily through a wire gauze, 
under all circumstances, and it, of course, thus ap- 
proaches the flame of the lamp enclosed within such a 
material, and it explodes. But, notwithstanding the 
mechanical force with which the exploding gas is thrown 
back against the bars of its cage, it cannot pass them. 
Consequently, the element of destruction is caught and 
caged; and notwithstanding its fierceness and energy, it 
cannot impart to the explosive atmosphere without, any 
of its force. No combustion can be communicated 
through the wire gauze. 

The researches which led to the safety-lamp may he 
regarded as among the most complete examples of 
correct inductive experiment in the range of English 
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science, and the result is certainly one of the proudest 
achievements of physico-chemical research. By merely 
enveloping the flame of a lamp with a metallic gauze, the 
labourer in the recesses of the gloomy mine may feel 
himself secure from that outpouring current of inflam- 
mable gas, which has been so often the minister of 
death ; be may walk unharmed through the explosive 
atmosphere, and examine the intensity of its power, as 
it is wasted in trifling efforts within the little cage he 
carries. Accidents have been attributed to the " Davy/' 
as the lamp is called among the colliers ; but they may 
in most cases be traced to carelessness on the part of 
those whose duty it has been to examine the lamps, or 
to the recklessness of the miners themselves. 

That curious metal, platinum, and also palladium, 
possesses a property of maintaining a slow combustion, 
which the discoverer of the safety-lamp proposed to 
reader available to a very important purpose. If we 
take a coil of platinum wire, and, having made it red- 
hot, plunge it into an explosive atmosphere of car- 
buretted hydrogen and common air, it continues to 
glow with considerable brightness, producing, by this 
very peculiar influence, a combination of the gases, 
which is discovered by the escape of pungent acid 
vapours. Over the little flame of the safety-lamp, it was 
proposed by Davy to suspend a coil of platinum which 
would be thus kept constantly at a red heat. If the 
miner became accidentally enveloped in an atmosphere 
of fire-damp, although the flame of his lamp might be 
extinguished, the wire would continue to glow with 
sufficient brightness to light him from his danger, 
through the dark winding passages which have been 
worked in the bed of fossil fuel. This very beautifid 
arrangement has not, however, been adopted by our 
Miners. 

It is thus that the discoveries of science, although they 
t^ay appear of an abstract character, constantly, sooner 



d by Google 



310 RESPIRATION OF ANIMALS. 

or later, are applied to uses by which some branch of 
human labour is assisted, the necessities of man's con- 
dition relieved, and the amenities of life advanced. 

The respiration of animals is an instance of the same 
kind of chemical phenomena as we discover in ordinary 
combustion. In the lungs the blood becomes charged 
with oxygen, derived fromthe atmospheric air, with which 
it passes through the system, performing its important 
offices, and the blood is returned to the lungs with the 
carbonic acid formed by tne separation of carbon from 
the body which is thrown off at every expiration. It 
will be quite evident that this process is similar to that 
of ordinary combustion. In man or,animals, as in the 
burning taper, — which is aptly enough employed by 
poets as the symbol of life, — we have hydrogen and 
carbon, with some nitrogen superadded ; the hy drogen 
and oxygen form water under the action of the vital 
forces ; the carbon with oxygen produces carbonic acid, 
and, by a curious process, the nitrogen and hydrogen 
also combine to form ammonia.* 

All the carbon which is taken into the animal economy 
passes, in the process of time, again into the atmosphere, 
in combination with oxygen, this being effected in the 
body, under the catalytic power of tissues, immediately 
influenced by the excitation of nervous forces, which are 
the direct manifestations of vital energy. The quantity 
of carbonic acid thus given out to the air is capable of 
calculation, with only a small amount of error. It 
appears that upwards of fifty ounces of carbonic acid 
must be given off from the body of a healthy man in 
twenty-four hours. On the lowest calculation, the popu- 
lation of London must add to the atmosphere daily 
4,500,000 pounds of carbonic acid. It must also be re- 
membered that in every process for artificial illumination, 
and in all the operations of the manufactures in which 

* See note, ante, On the Chemical Theory of Respiration. 
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fire is used, and also in our arrangements to secure do- 
mestic comfort, immense quantities of this gas are 
formed. We may, indeed, fairly estimate the amount, 
if we ascertain the quantity of wood and coal consumed, 
of all the carbon which combines with oxygen while 
burning, and escapes into the air, either as carbonic acid 
or carbonic oxide. The former gas, the same as that 
which accumulates in deep wells and in brewers' vats, 
is highly destructive to life, producing very distressing 
symptoms, even when mixed with atmospheric air, in 
but slight excess over that proportion which it com- 
monly contains. The oppressive atmosphere of crowded 
rooms is in a great measure due to the increased proportion 
of carbonic acid given off from the lungs of those assem- 
bled, and collected in the almost stagnant air of badly 
ventilated apartments. It will be evident to every one, that 
Hnless some provision was made for removing this dele- 
terious gas from the atmosphere as speedily as it formed, 
consequences of the most injurious character to the 
animal races would ensue. It is found, however, that 
the quantity in the atmosphere is almost constantly 
about one per cent. The peculiar properties of carbonic 
acid in part ensure its speedy removal. It is among 
the heaviest of gaseous bodies, and it is readily absorbed 
by water ; consequently, floating within a short distance 
from the surface of the earth, a large quantity is dis- 
solved by the waters spread over it. A considerable 
portion is removed by the vegetable kingdom ; indeed, 
the whole of that produced by animals, and by the 
processes of combustion, eventually becomes part of 
the vegetable world, being absorbed with water by the 
roots, and separated from the air by the peculiar func- 
tions of the leaves. However, this heavy gas unites 
with the lighter atmospheric fluid in obedience to that 
law which determines the diffusion of different specific 
gravities through each other. 

The leaves of plants may be regarded as .performing 
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similar offices to the lungs of animals. They are the 
breathing organs. In the animal economy a certain 
quantity of carbon is necessarily retained, in combination 
with nitrogen and other elements, to form muscle ; but 
this is constantly undergoing change ; the entire system 
being renewed within a comparatively limited period. 
The conditions with plants are somewhat different. For 
instance, the carbon is fixed in a tree, and remains 
as woody fibre until it decays, even though the life of 
the plant may extend over centuries. 

Animals, then, are constantly supplying carbonic 
acid ; plants are as constantly feeding on it ; thus is the 
balance for ever maintained between the two kingdoms. 
Another condition is, however, required to maintain for 
the uses of men and animals the necessary supply of 
oxygen gas. This is effected by one of those wonderful 
operations of nature's chemistry which must strikfe 
every reflecting mind with admiration. During the 
night plants absorb carbonic acid ; but there is a con- 
dition of repose prevailing then in their functions, and 
consequently their powers of effecting the decomposition 
of this gas are reduced to their minimum. The plant 
sleeps, and vital power reposes; its repose being as 
necessary to the plant as to the animal. With the first 
gleam of the morning sun the dormant energies of the 
plant are awakened into full action ; it decomposes this 
carbonic acid, secretes the carbon, to form the rings of 
wood which constitute so large a part of its struc- 
ture, and pour out oxygen gas to the air. The plant 
is, therefore, an essential element in lire conditions 
necessary for the support of animal life. 

The animal produces carbonic acid ih an exact pro- 
portion to the quantity of carbonaceous matter which 
it consumes. Fruit and herbage contain a small quan- 
tity of carbon in comparison with muscle and fat. But 
let us confine our attention to the human race. Man 
within the Tropics, where the natural temperature is 
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high, does not require so great an amount of chemical 
action to go on within him for the purpose of main- 
taining the requisite animal heat; consequently his 
Maker has surrounded him with fruits and grains which 
constitute his food. 

As we advance to the colder regions of the earth 
man becomes a flesh-eater, and his carnivorous appe- 
tite increases as the external temperature diminishes. 
Eventually we reach the coldest zones, and the human 
being there devours enormous quantities of fat to 
supply the necessities of his condition. 

It must necessarily follow, that the inhabitants of the 
tropics do not produce so much carbonic acid as those 
who dwell in colder regions. In the first place, their 
habits of life are different, and they are not under the 
necessity of maintaining animal heat by the use of arti- 
ficial combustion, as are the people of colder climes. 
The vegetation of the regions of the tropics is much 
more luxuriant than that of the temperate and arctic 
zones. Hence an additional supply of carbonic acid is 
required between the torrid zones, and a less quantity 
is produced by its animals. These cases are all met by 
the great aerial movements. A current of warmed air, 
rich in oxygen, moves from the equator towards the 
poles, whilst the cooler air, charged with the excess of 
carbonic acid, sets in a constant stream towards the 
equator. By this means the most perfect equalization 
of the atmospheric conditions is preserved. 

The carbonic acid poured out from the thousand 

Souths of our fiery furnaces, ; — produced during the 
borious toil of the hard-working artizan, — and ex- 
haled from every populous town of this our island 
home, — is borne away by this our aerial currents to 
find its place in the pines of the Pacific Islands, the 
spice-trees of the Eastern Archipelago, and the cin- 
chonas of Southern America. The plants of the valley 
of the Caucasus, and those which flourish amongst 
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the Himalayas, equally with the less luxuriant vege- 
tation of our temperate climes, are directly dependent 
upon man and the lower animals for their supply of 
food. 

If all plants were removed from the earth, animals 
could not exist. How would it be if the animal king- 
dom was annihilated? — would it be possible for vege- 
tation to continue? This question is not quite so 
easily answered; but, if we suppose all the carbon- 
producing machines — the animals-- to be extinct, from 
whence would the plants draw their supply? It has 
been supposed that during the epoch of the coal for- 
mation a luxuriant vegetation must have gone on over 
the earth's surface, when the existence of animal life was 
regarded as problematical. It is supposed that the air was 
then charged with carbonic acid, and that the calamites, 
lepidodendra, and sigilaria, were employed to remove it, 
and fit the earth for the oxygen-breathing races. The 
evidence upon these points is by no means satisfactory; 
and although at one time quite disposed to acquiesce in 
a conjecture which appears to account so beautifully for 
the observed geological phenomena of carboniferous 
periods, we do not regard the necessities for such a 
condition of the atmosphere as clearly made out * 
Geological research, too, has shown that the immense 
forests from which our coal is formed teemed with life. 
A frog as large as an ox existed in the swamps, and the 
existence of insects proves the high order of organic 
creation at this epoch. 

* At the request of the British Association, a committee under- 
took the investigation of this subject. Experiments were carried 
on hy Dr. Daubeny, in the Botanic Gardens at Oxford, and by the 
Author, at his residence, Stockwell. Dr. Daubeny, in his report 
made at the meeting of the British Association at Birmingham, 
appears disposed to consider ten per cent, of carbonic acid in ex- 
cess as destructive to the growth of ferns. I found, however, that; 
by gradually increasing the quantity, the ferns would live in an 
atmosphere still more highly charged with carbonic acid. 
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In all probability the same mutual dependence which 
now exists between the animal and vegetable kingdom* 
existed from the beginning of time, and will continue to 
do so under varying circumstances through the countless 
ages of the earth's duration. 

There is yet another very important chain of circum- 
stances which binds these two great kingdoms together. 
This is the chain of the animal necessities. A large 
number of races feed directly upon vegetables; herbs 
and fruits are the only things from which they gain 
those elements required to restore the waste of their 
systems. 

These herbivorous animals, which must necessarily 
form fat and muscle from the elements of their vegetable 
diet, are preyed on by the carnivorous races ; and from 
these the carbon is again restored to the vegetable world. 
Sweep off from the earth the food of the herbivora, they 
must necessarily very soon perish, and with their disso- 
lution, the destruction of the carnivora is certainly 
ensured. To illustrate this on a small scale, it may be 
mentioned that around the coasts of Cornwall, pilchards 
were formerly caught in very great abundance,, in the 
shallow water within coves, where these fish are now but 
rarely seen. From the investigations of the Messrs. 
Couch, whose very accurate observations on the Cornish 
fauna have placed both father and son amongst the most 
eminent .of British .naturalists,* it appears that the 
absence of these fish is to be attributed entirely to the 
practice of the farmers, who cut the sea-weed from the 
rocks for the purpose of manuring their lands. By thia 
they destroy all the small Crustacea inhabiting these 
unmature marine forests feeding on the algae, and as 
these, the principal food of the pilchards, have perished 
they seek for a substitute in more favourable situations. 

* See memoir On the Pilchard, by Mr. Couch, in the Reports of 
the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society. 
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Mr. Darwin remarks, that if the immense seaweeds of 
the Southern Ocean were removed by any cause, the 
whole fauna of these seas would be changed. 

We have seen that animals and vegetables are com- 
posed principally of four elementary principles,— oxygen, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, and carbon. We have examined 
the remarkable manner in which they pass from one 
condition — from one kingdom of nature — into another. 
The animal, perishing and dwindling by decomposition 
into the most simple forms of matter, mingling with the 
atmosphere as mere gas, gradually becomes part of the 
growing plant, and by like changes vegetable organism 
progresses onward to form a portion of the animal 
structure. 
f" A plant exposed to the action of natural or artificial 
decomposition passes into air, leaving but a few grains 
of solid matter behind it. An animal, in like manner, 
is gradually resolved into "thin air." Muscle, and 
blood, and bones, having undergone the change, are 
found to have escaped as gases, leaving only " a pinch 
of dust," which belongs to the more stable mineral 
world. Our dependency on the atmosphere is therefore 
evident. We derive our substance from it — we are, 
after death, resolved again into it. We are really but 
fleeting shadows. Animal and vegetable forms are little 
more than consolidated masses of the atmosphere. The 
sublime creations of the most gifted bard cannot rival 
the beauty of this, the highest and the truest poetry of 
science. Man' has divined such changes by the unaided 
powers of reason, arguing from the phenomena which 
science reveals in unceasing action around him. The 
- Grecian sage's doubts of his own identity, were only an 
extension of a great truth beyond the limits of our 
reason. Romance and superstition resolve the spiritual 
man into a visible form of extreme ethereality in the 
spectral creations, " clothed in their own horror," by 
which their reigns have been perpetuated. 
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When Shakspeare made his charming Ariel sing — 

" Full fathom five thy father lies, 

Of his hones are coral made, 
Those are pearls that were his eyes : 

Nothing of him that doth fade, 
But doth suffer a sea change 
Into something rich and strange/' 

he painted, with considerable correctness, the chemical 
changes by which decomposing animal matter is replaced 
by a siliceous or calcareous formation. 

But the gifted have the power of looking through the 
veil of nature, and they have revelations more wonder- 
ful than even those of the philosopher, who evokes them 
by perpetual toil and brain-racking struggle with the 
ever-changing elements around him. 

The mysteries of flowers have ever been the charm of 
the poet's song. Imagination has invested them with 
a magic influence, and fancy has almost regarded them 
as spiritual things. In contemplating their surpassing 
loveliness, the mind of every observer is improved, and 
the sentiments which they inspire, by their mere exter- 
nal elegance, are great and good. But in examining 
the real mysteries of their conditions, their physical 
phenomena, the relations in which they stand to the 
animal world, " stealing and giving odours" in the mar- 
vellous interchange of carbonic acid and ammonia for 
the soul-inspiring oxygen — all speaking of the powers of 
some unseen, in-dwelling principle, directed by a supreme 
ruler — the philosopher finds subjects for deep and soul- 
trying contemplation. Such studies lift the mind into 
the truly sublime of nature. The poet's dream is the 
dim reflection of a distant star : the philosopher's, reve^ 
lation is a strong telescopic examination of its features. 
One is the mere echo of the remote whisper of nature's 
voice in the dim twilight; the other is the swelling 
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music of the harp of Memnon, awakened by the sun of 
truth, newly risen from the night of ignorance. 

To return from our long, but somewhat natural 
digression, to a consideration of the chemical phenomena 
connected with the atmosphere, and its curious and 
important element, nitrogen, we must first examine the 
evidence we have of the condition of the air itself. 

The mean pressure exerted upon the Surface of the 
earth, as indicated by the barometer, is equal to a column 
of mercury thirty inches high ; that is, the column of 
air from the surface of the ocean to its highest limits 
exactly balances that quantity of mercury. If our 
tube of mercury had the area of one square inch, 
the columns would weigh fifteen pounds, which repre- 
sents a pressure of fifteen pounds upon every square 
inch of the earth's surface. This pressure, it must be 
remembered, is the compound weight of the gaseous 
envelope, and the elastic force of the aqueous vapour 
contained in it.* If the atmosphere were of uniform 

* " This scale, in which the humidity of the air is expressed, is 
the simple natural scale in which air at its maximum of humidity 
(t. c, when it is saturated with vapour) is reckoned as = 100, and 
air absolutely deprived of moisture as = 0; the intermediate de- 
grees are given by the fraction 100 x actual tension of vapour-r 
tension required for the saturation of the air at its existing tem- 
perature. Thus, if the air at any temperature whatsoever con* 
tains vapour of half the tension, which it would contain if satu- 
rated, the degree is 50 ; if three- fourths, then 75 ; and so forth. Air 
of a higher temperature is capable of containing a greater quantity 
of vapour than air of less temperature; but it is the proportion w 
what it does contain, to what it would contain if saturated, which 
constitutes the measure of its dryness or humidity. The capacity 
of the air to contain moisture being determined by its temperature, 
it was to be expected that an intimate connection and dependence 
would be found to exist between the annual and diurnal variations 
of the vapour and of the temperature." — Sabine, O* the Meteoro* 
logy of Toronto ; Reports of the British Association, vol. xiii. p. 
47. The Temperature Tables : by Prof. W. H. Dove ; Reports for 
1847 should be consulted. 
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condition, its height, as inferred from the barometer, 
would be about five miles and a half. The density of 
the air, however, diminishes with the pressure upon it, 
so that at the height of 11,556 feet, the atmosphere is 
of half density; or one volume of air, as taken at the 
surface of the earth, is expanded into two at that height. 
Thus the weight is continually diminishing ; but this is 
regularly opposed by the decreasing temperature, which 
diminishes the rate of about one degree for every 352 
feet of ascent, although in all probability it is less 
rapid at great distances from the earth. 

It has been calculated from certain phenomena of 
refraction, that our atmosphere must extend to about 
forty miles from the surface of the earth. It may, in 
a state of extreme tenuity, extend still further ; but 
it is probable that the intense cold produced by rare- 
faction sets limits to any extension much beyond this 
elevation. 

The uses of the atmosphere are many. ' It is the 
medium for regulating the dispersion of watery vapours 
over the earth. If there were no atmosphere, and 
that, as now, the equatorial climes were hot and the 
poles cold, evaporation would be continually going on 
at the equator, and condensation in the colder regions. 
The sky of the tropical climes would be perpetually 
cloudless, whilst in the temperate and arctic zones we 
should have constant rain and snow. By having a 
gaseous atmosphere, a more uniform state of things is 
produced; the vapours arising from the earth become 
intimately mixed with the air, and are borne by it 
over large tracts of country, and only precipitated 
when they enter some stratum much colder than that 
which involves than. There are opposite tendencies in 
an atmosphere of air and one of vapour. The air cir- 
culates from the colder to the warmer parts, and the 
vapour from the warmer to the colder regions ; and as 
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the currents of the air, from the distribution of land and 
sea — the land, from its low conducting power, being 
more quickly heated than the sea — are very complicated, 
and as some force is employed in keeping the vapour 
suspended in the air, water is less suddenly deposited on 
the earth than it would have been, had not these ten- 
dencies of the air and its hygrometric peculiarities been 
such as we find them. 

The blue colour of the sky, which is so much more 
agreeable to the eye than either red or yellow, is due to 
a tendency of the mixed gas and vapour to reflect the 
blue rays rather than Ted or yellow. The white light 
which falls upon the surface of the earth, without ab* 
sorption or decomposition in its passage from the sun, 
is partially absorbed by, and in part reflected back from, 
the earth. The reflected rays pass with tolerable free- 
dom through this transparent medium, but a portion of 
the blue rays are interrupted and rendered visible to us. 
That it is reflected light, is proved by the fact of its bring 
in a polarized state.* Clouds of vapour reflect to u» 
again, not isolated rays, but the undecomposed beam, 
and consequently they appear white as snow to our 
vision. 

The golden glories of sunset, — when, "like a dying 
dolphin," heaven puts on the most gorgeous hues, which 
are continually changing, — depend entirely upon the 
quantity of watery vapour which is mixed with air, and 
its state of condensation. It has been observed, that 
steam at night, issuing into the atmosphere under a 
pressure of twenty or thirty pounds to the square inch, 
transmits and reflects orange-red light. This we may, 
therefore, conclude to be the property of such a con- 
dition of mixed vapour and air, as prevails when the 

* Sir David Brewster's Optics, and Memoirs in the Philosophical 
Transactions. Sir John Herscbel's Treatise on Light, Encyclopae- 
dia Metropolitans 
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rising or the setting son is shedding over the eastern 
or the western horizon the glory of its coloured rays.* 

Thus science points out to us the important uses of 
the air. We learn that life and combustion are entirely 
dependent on it, and that it is made the means for 
securing greater constancy in the climates of the earth 
than could otherwise be obtained. The facts already 
dwelt upon are sufficient to convince every thinking 
mind that the beautiful system of order which is dis- 
played in the composition of the atmosphere, in which 
the all-exciting element, oxygen, is subdued to a tranquil 
state by another element, nitrogen, (which, we shall 
have presently to show, is itself, under certain con- 
ditions, one of the most energetic agents with which we 
are acquainted,) indicates a supreme power, omniscient 
in the adaptation of things to an especial end. Oxygen 
and nitrogen are here mixed for the benefit of man ; 

* On the Colour of Steam under certain circumstances : by Pro- 
fessor Forbes; Philosophical Magazine, vol. xiv. p. 121, vol. xv. 
5. 25. In the first paper the foUowing remarks occur : — " I cannot 
oubt that the colour of watery vapour under certain circum- 
stances is the principal or only cause of the red colour observed in- 
clouds. The very fact that that colour chiefly appears in the pre- 
sence of clouds is a sufficient refutation of the only explanation 
of the phenomena of sunset and sunrise, having the least plausi- 
bility, given by optical writers. If the red light of the horizontal 
sky were simply complementary to the blue of a pure atmosphere, 
the sun ought to set red in the clearest weather, and then most of 
all ; but experience shows that a lurid sunrise or sunset is always 
accompanied by clouds or diffused vapours, and in a great 
majority of cases occurs when the changing state of previously 
transparent and colourless vapour may be inferred from the suc- 
ceeding rain. In like manner, terrestrial lights seen at a distance 
grow red and dim when the atmosphere is filled with vapour soon 
to be precipitated. Analogy applied to the preceding observations 
would certainly conduct to a solution of such appearances ; for I 
have remarked that the existence of vapour of high tension is by 
no means essential to the production of colour, though of course a 
proportionally greater thickness of the medium must be employed 
to produce a similar effect when the elasticity is small." 

Y 
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man unties them by the aid of powers with 'which he is 
gifted, and the consequences are of a fatal kind. iThe 
principles which the, great Chemist of. Nature renders 
mild are transformed into sources of evil by the chemist 
of tart. 

Beyond nail • this, the atmosphere produces effects' cm 
U^ht- which ..add infinkely to the beauty ©ft the world. 
Were theranou atmosphere, we^shotddonly seecthoseob- 
jects vpon^which the sun's rays directly (fell, or from which 
&$y were reflected. A ray fatting througira small hole 
into a dark room, ilkiminating one object; winch reflects 
some light wpea tanother, ; is .an apt ^ ittastration of the 
effect of light eppon the .earth, if it existed without its 
enveioping^atmGsphere. By the tdispetsive powers of 
this 'medii*m,-Bttn}ight is < -converted into daylight ;tand 
mstead- of i unbearable paraUelxrays^^himmajting toil- 
Hantly/ and scorching rap with i heat t those; parts, upon 
which they directly fall, leaving all other parts in the 
darknessuof nighty we^enjpy- the Messings,of\a diffusion 
of its. ray^.and experience theibeaniiescofieoftrBhadss 
and$skywfy^e^Mung*shadGfws. ^Witbomfcaii atmosphere, 
th&smr <6f ' the ^morning "would 7 burfet ^poirusTwith un- 
bearable brilliancy, taridl leave jus. suddenly/ afc the. close 
of ilday, « At , titnee in t utter '^darkness. tWith aan ^atmo- 
sphere we hav&the f twilight>*wii)h^aill its^ teifpc r o d' kve- 
Hnessj-^a " timeJibrpo^anade?" 

'in bhemical character^ atmo^heidc'airisccinnpofeed-of 
twenty^one. vdktmes of oxygen^and seventy name- volumes 
of nitiogen : . or oner hnndre^rainsrof .air consist offl&l 
grains oof tthe fcimer,:and '7^9'grams ^f 'the Hatter. 
Whether^ the air itf titkon J feont the^greatefet^eplhs or the 
most exalted! Ji^gbts^to which xmari has. ever raahhed^ 
iintaidabiappfipQ^^ iTfce 

am of GknibcwKOyOof the J*arid $l&sas of tjfagjpt/oftibe 
pestStenttat dMta df (the Nj^/w eron '.6f+\he±t&etiA 
atmo^hereo6f ioa!Ji^pitaJi, tffll^^ Jha^aine*!*^^ 
of these tw^gases^^wJfft&nd eriafirrgqi thdJwaiih&liffls 
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^Devonshire, or* in the air of the city of London. This 
ooflstancy in constipation leads to the supposition; thltt 
'the oxygen j and nitrogen* are chemically combined ; but 
many eminent philosophers have contended that they 
^reimerdymechanicaHy mixed; and they have shown 
that some peculiar properties prevail amongst gaseous 
bodies; which* very fully explain the equal admixture of 
two rgasest the specific gravities of < which are different. 
:TWs is particularly exemplified in the ease 6f carbonic 
wait of /which gas one per cent. r can be detected in all 
regions *>fw the air to which the investigations of man 
haverraached. This gas, although ? so heavy, is, by the 
law of diffiugibn- mixed with great <urrifonnity throughout 
titeTBitt®;* * Every ethalation from* the earth, of course, 
passes into the air; but these are generally either so 
light that * theyaarecarried * into the upper regions, and 
&eres perform their/parts in the meteorological pheno- 
mena/ -or* they :are otherwise very < readily ; absorbecl by 
water. or qgwmiag plants, ^aud thus is; the atmosphere 
preserveAin a states of purity for - the ««es of animals. 
Again, the quantity of oxygen contained in* the air, and 
its very peculiar . character, ensures " the validation of all 
the volatile organic matters which are constantly passing 
offj-aastihe 'odoriferous? principles of plants; the mias- 
niata of swamps^ andthe products of animal putrefac- 
tion ; i those i are rapidly converted • irrto*w*ter y carbonic 
**cid, or nitric acrid, and quickly enter iato new and harm- 
less combinations. The elements of ooatagion *we are 
THuicj|uaiikted* with ; butesince* the attention of \ inquirers 
J»8 beenoof ? late dkectdd fofctesimportanl7*iiiid delicate 
*4Dfc}ert,£6QiBei fight may 'possibly ;be fchrcwmttipon 4t 
before long. 
Nothm^showa-more strikingly the tidniii&Ue^apt&tion 

* 'On the Law of Diffusion of Gases := liy Thomas^rahain, M.A., 
F.R.S., &c.; Edinbiirgh" Philosophical Transactions, 1832. Sur 
^AttwriVajSOmre des Fissures, $c. : by Dbbereiner;. Annates de 
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of all things for their intended uses than the atmosphere. 
In it we find the source of life and health ; and chemistry 
teaches us, most indisputably, that it is] composed of 
certain proportions of oxygen and nitrogen gases ; and 
experience informs us that it is on the oxygen that we are 
dependent for all that we enjoy. So beautifully is the 
atomic or molecular constitution ordered, that it is impos- 
sible to produce any change in the air without rendering it 
injurious to the vegetable and animal economy. It might 
be thought, from the well-known exhilirating character 
of oxygen gas, that, if a larger quantity existed in the 
atmosphere than that which we find there, the enjoy- 
ments of life would be of a more exciting kind ; but the 
consequences of any increase would be exceedingly inju- 
rious ; and, by quickening all the processes of life to an 
unnatural extent, the animal fabric would soon decay: 
excited into fever, it would be destroyed by its own fires* 
Chemistry has made us acquainted with six other com* 
pounds of oxygen and nitrogen, neither of them fitted 
for the purposes of vitality, of which the following are 
the most remarkable : — 

Nitrous oxide, or the, so called, laughing gas, which 
contains two volumes of nitrogen to one of oxygen, 
would prove more destructive than even pure oxygen, 
from the delirious intoxication which it produces. 

Nitric oxide is composed, according to Davy, of two 
volumes of nitrogen and two of oxygen. It is of so 
irritating a nature, that the glottis contracts spasmo- 
dically when any attempt is made to breathe it; and 
the moment it escapes into the air it combines with 
more oxygen, and forms the deep red fumes of nitrous 
acid. 

Nitrous acid and the peroxide of nitrogen each con- 
tains an additional proportion of oxygen, and they are 
still more destructive to all organization. 

Nitric acid contains five volumes of oxygen united to 
two of nitrogen ; and the well-known destructive pro- 
perties of aqua fortis it is unnecessary to describe. 
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The atmosphere, and these chemically active com- 
pounds, contain the same elements, but their mode of 
combining is different; and what is, in the one case, 
poisonous to the highest degree, is, in the other, ren- 
dered salubrious, and essential to all organized beings. 

Nitrogen gas may be regarded in the fight of a diluent 
to the oxygen. In its pure state it is only characterised 
by its negative properties. It will not burn, x>r act as 
a supporter of combustion. Animals speedily perish if 
eonfined in it ; but they die rather through the absence 
of oxygen than from any poisonous property of this gas. 
Yet, in combination, we find nitrogen exhibiting powers 
of a most energetic character. In addition to the ful- 
minating compounds and the explosive substances 
already named, which are among the most remarkable 
instances of unstable affinity with which we are ac- 
quainted, we have also the well-known pungent body, 
ammonia. Prom the analogous nature of this volatile 
compound, and the fixed alkalies soda and potash, it 
was inferred that it must, like them, be an oxide of a 
metallic base. Davy exposed ammonia to the action of 
potassium, and to the influence of the voltaic arc. pro- 
duced fronr 2,000 double plates, without at all changing 
its character. From its slight tendency to combination, 
and from its being found abundantly in the organs of 
animals feeding on substances that do not contain it, it 
u, however, probably a compound body. A phenomenon 
of an obscure and mysterious character is presented, 
the formation of the "ammoniacal amalgam," as it 
called. 

Mercury, being mixed with an ammoniacal salt, is 
exposed to powerful galvanic action; and a compound, 
maintaining its metallic appearance, but of considerable 
lightness and very porous, presents itself.* This prepa- 

* Electro-chemical Researches on the Decompositions of the Earths, 
with observations on the Metals obtained from the Alkaline Earths y 
and on the Amalgam procured from Ammonia : by Sir Humphry 
Davy; Philosophical Transactions, 1808, and collected works, 
vol. v. p. 102. 
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ration has been carefully examined by Dafy/BerzeKiis,. 
and others. It ia always resolved into amnronia^and 
mereury; and, although) the latter chemist is .-strongly 
inclined to regard it as affoDding;£vidence of the com- 
pound natnre of nitrogen, — and he has, indeed, proposed 
the name nitricum for its hypothetical base, — yet, to the 
present time; we have no satisfectory, explanation of this* 
apparent metallization of ammonia. 

No, attempt will be made to describe the various ele- 
mentary, substances which come under the, class- of 
metallic bodies, much; less to enumerate their combina- 
tions. Many of the metals/, as ^silver and copper, are 
found sometimes in a native state, or * nearly rpurej but, 
for the most part, they exist, in nature, in combination 
with oxygen or sulphur; gold furnishing, a remarkable 
exception. They are occasionally found combined with 
other .bodies,— -as oxidized carbon, phosphorus, chlorine, 
&c. ; .but these cases are* by no means - so common. 
Those substances oalled, metals ace; generally found iem»- 
bedded ;in \the rocks, or deposited in fissures^ formed 
through them; but it is one* of the great disco veries of 
modern science, that those rocks themselves aremetallic 
oxides. With, metals we generally .associate the idea of 
great density ; but ^potassium •- and sodium, the metallic 
b&se& of potash and soda> ace lighlerrthan watery and 
they- consequently * float i upon; » that < fluid.: We - learn; 
therefore, from the researches oft science> that tthe crust 
of this earth is composed entirely of metals, combined 
with gaseous -elements ; and there is reason for believing 
that one, or perhaps two, of the gases we have already* 
named are also of a . metallic character,- Strangers it 
may appear, these is nothing, as will be- serai cm attest 
tive consideration^ irrational in this idea; Many of the- 
metals proper, under the influence of suchrheatmfl* 
can, by artificial means, command,. are i dissipated in vt- 
pour* and anaybe< maintained in/ this state* perfectly invi- 
sible* Indeed, the transparent space above the surface* 
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of the.memiryini;he'tube of a- barometer, known as the 
Torricellian vacuum, is*fiBed l with' the vapour of mer* 
cury* There- is, therefore* na reason « why nitrogen; or 
even hydrogen/, should »m*t be metallic molecules kept 
by the forces of- the- repulsive ppwers^of heat/ or some 
other influence, at* a great difetanoe from each other/ 
The peculiar manner in which nitrogen unites with merr 
curyj and the 'property whichl hydrogen possesses of 
combining with antimony- zinc, aroenic, pptassiumy 
sodmmy andpossibly other metals, besides its union:wil9tf 
sulphur .and carbon^— in all .which cases there is my such* 
chaagei of character as occurs when they combine^with 
oxygen?*— appear io indicatebodies whichychemioalfy/ are 
not veTydisfinmidr to those metals' "themselves/ although, 
physically, they have not 'the most remote Tesemblance. 

"We ktoown nothing^' feays Davy/ " of > the true ele- 
ments belonging ta nature; but/so fer'as c wexan^reason' 
ftomtheirlatifons of that properties -of inatter, hydrogen 
is r tfcbt substance* » whioh « approaches -nearest to what - the 
elements maybe supposed to bet > It has energetic powers 
of combination, its parts ^re^highly repulsive as to eaeW 
other, and- attract j ve of the particle8X)ft)ther matter- it 
eniiers.inta combination in a. quantity' very much 1 smaller 
than any others substance, and* in this -respect it f is 
approached byincklaownrbody:"**' 

Many vof the elements are common td the c three klng*- 
doms*)f nature': most of fthose foundin one conditions* 
organisation are discovered in * another, The- carbonates 
are an: abundant mineral class.- In the vegetable-kingdom 
we find carbon combining with osygenyhydrogeny and' 
nitrogen,! these elements, .also, constitute- the'substtace 
of animals, the • proportion ^ of riittogen* being; however/ 
mnohilaBgerr If one* element, more than another, be^ 
longs-especiallyto the' animal economy) it is phosphorus^ 
aWloughiithis is not wanting in the vegetable ^ world'* 

* Elements of Chemical Philosophy : by Sir H. Davy. 
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and it is not uncommon in the mineral. Sulphur is 
common to the three kingdoms : it is abundant in the 
mineral, being one of the products of volcanic action ; 
it is united with the metals, forming sulphurets; and is 
found in our rocks in the state of sulphuric acid or 
oxidized vapour, combined with the metallic bases of 
lime and other earths. In the vegetable kingdom we 
discover sulphur in all plants of the onion kind, in the 
mustard, and some others ; it enters into the composition 
of vegetable albumen, and appears always combined with 
albumen, fibrine, and caseine, in the animal economy. 

Chlorine is found most abundantly in combination 
with sodium, as common salt: in this state, in par- 
ticular, we may trace it from the depths of the earth, its 
waters, and its rocks, to the plants and animals of the 
surface. Iodine is most abundant in marine plants ; 
but it has been found in the mineral world, traced to 
plants, and it is indicated in the flesh of some animals. 
Bromine is known to us as a product of certain saline 
waters, and a few specimens of natural bromide of silver 
have been examined. Fluorine, the base of the acid 
which, combining with lipie, forms fluor-spar, is found 
to exist to some considerable extent in bones ; it has 
been discovered in milk and blood; and investigations 
have proved its existence in the vegetable world. It 
must not be forgotten that the earths, lime and mag- 
nesia, enter into the composition of the more solid parts 
of plants and animals. Lime is one of the principal 
constituents of animal bone and shells, and it is found 
in nearly all vegetables. 

Silica, or the earth of flints, is met with in beautiful 
transparent crystals, in the depths of the mine; in all 
rock and soils we find it. In the bark of many plants, 
particularly the grasses, it is discovered, forming the 
hard supporting cuticle of the stalk, in wheat, the Dutch 
rush, the sugar-cane, the bamboo, and many other 
plants. 
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It is thus that we find the same elementary prin- 
ciple presenting itself in every form of matter, under 
the most Protean shapes. Numerous phenomena of 
even a more striking character than those selected, are 
exhibited in every department of chemistry ; but within 
the limits of this essay it is impracticable to speak 
of any beyond those which directly explain natural 
phenomena.. 

The chemical elements, which actually exist in nature 
as simple bodies, are probably but few. Most of the 
gases are in all probability compounds of some ethereal 
ultimate principles; and with the advance of science we 
may fairly hope to discover the means of reducing some 
of them to a yet more simple state. 

Curious relations, which can be traced through certain 
bodies, lead us to believe that they may be only modified 
conditions of one element. Flint and charcoal do not at 
first appear allied; but carbon in some of its states 
approaches very near to the condition of silicon, the 
metallic base of flint. When we remember the differences 
which are evident in three forms of one body — coke, 
graphite, and diamond — the dissimilitude between flint, 
a quartz crystal, and carbon, will cease to be a strong 
objection to the speculation. 

Phosphorus, sulphur, and selenium, have many pro- 
perties in common. Iodine, bromine, chlorine, and 
fluorine, appear to belong to the same group. Iron and 
nickel, and cobalt, have a close relation. Silver and 
lead are usually combined, and exhibit a strong relation- 
ship. Gold, platinum, and the rarer metals, have so 
many properties in common, that they may form a 
separate group from all the others. 

Indeed, a philosophical examination of the elements 
now supposed to constitute the material world, enables 
us to divide them into about six well-defined groups. 
Wide differences exist within these groups ; but still we 
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find a sufficient number of rommon properties to warrant 
our classing them in one family; 

The dreamt of the*, alchemists, in the vain* endeavour 
to realise which: they exhausted their.lives and dissipated 
their weaMi r had its foundation in a natural truth. Thfe* 
transmutation of one form of matter into another may 
be beyond the power of man, but it; is certainly con* 
tinually taking place in the laboratory of natare, under 
the directing law of the great Creator of : this beautiful 
earth. 

The speculations of men, through' all ages, haveJeaned 
towards this idea, as is sshown by 'the theory . of the.fomr 
elements, — Air,Fire> Earth, and Watery — of the ancients, 
the three, — Salt, Sulphur/ and Mercury^ — of the at 
chemists, andVihe refined speculations - of New4on' and 
Boseovich on the ultimate constitution of ! matter- Ail 
experimental inquiry points towards a similarrconcltt- 
sion. It is true^ we have no direct < evidence* of any 
elementary atom actually undergoing a changetxrf states 
but when we« regard, the variations produced by -electrical 
influence/ the changes of state which* arise from the 
power t)f heat, and thef physical alterations produced by 
light, it will be difficult to come to any othfer conchteioff 
than that the particles of matter khow^to us as ultimate 
ane capable; of change/* and consequently moat; bet far 
removed from positively simple, bodies/ since the real 
elementary atom> possessing fixed properties/ cannot tbe 
supposed capable of undergoing' anjn. transmutation. 
AUotropism could inofc occur in any absolutely simple 
body* 

It will now be evident that in> all chemical phenomena 
we have the combined j exercise of the great t physical 
forjees, and evidences of some powers which are/ as yet, 
shrouded in the mystery of our ignorance. The forma* 
tion of i minerals within* the clefts of the recks, the< 
decomposition of metallid lodes, the' germination of 
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seeds, the growth of the plant, the development of its 
fruit and its ultimate decay, the secret processes of 
animal life, assimilation, digestion, and respiration, and 
all the changes of external form, which take place around 
us, are the result of the exercise of that principle which 
we call chemical. 

By chemical action plants take from the atmosphere 
the elements of their growth ; these they yield to 
animals, and from these they are again returned to the 
air. The viewless atmosphere is gradually formed into 
an organized being, the lordly tree upon whose branches 
the fowls of the air have their homes,- and the human 
animal, exalted by being charged with a spiritual soul : 
yet the* tree' and the man alike are gradually resolved 
again into thin air. The changes of the mineral world 
are of an analogous character; but we cannot trace them 
so clearly dit all their .phenomena. 

The planet on which we< live began its course charged 
with a fixed quantity of physical force, and this ha& 
remained constant to* the present moment; and will do 
so to the end of time. By influences external to this - 
eauth the* balance of these forces is continually dis— 
ttubed ; . $ad in the effort to restore the. equilibrium, 
TO hase ; the production of all the? varied forms oT* 
matter, and the manifestation] of each particular physical* 
principle, or power; As motion and attraction, balanced 
against each othery maintain (the earth in her elliptical' 
orbit, so* the oppositaon<of forces determines theexisfceHce: 
of the amorphous Took, the lighfcrefrseting crystal, thee 
fixed and flowering plant; and thfe ioconmtrretinimaL 

Aaa eternal round of chemical aotioni lis displayed, in. 
nature. Life and death are but two * phases , of its in- 
fluences*. Growth . and' : daeay ane .eqraHjnthe .resalfe^of 
Hs^power*-, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

TIME. GEOLOGICAL PHENOMENA. 

Time, an element in Nature's Operations — Geological Science- 
Its Faots and Inferences— Nebular Hypothesis applied- 
Primary Formations — Plutonic and Metamorphic Rocks- 
Transition Series-*- Palaeozoic Bocks — Commencement of 
Organic Arrangements — Existence of Phosphoric Acid in 
Plutonic Rocks — Fossil Remain s — Coal Formation — Sand- 
stones — Tertiary Formations— Eocene, Miocene, and Pliocene 
Formations— Progressive changes now apparent — General 
Conclusions— Physics applied in explanation. 

« 

The influence of time, as an element, in producing 
certain structural arrangements, by modifying the opera- 
tions of physical force, under whatever form it may be 
exerted, has scarcely been sufficiently attended to in th6 
examination of cosmical phenomena. Every particle of 
matter is, as it were, suspended between the agencies to 
which we have been directing our attention. Under the 
influences of the physical powers, sometimes exerted in 
common, but often with a great preponderance in favour 
of one of them, every accumulated heap of mud or sand 
is slowly cohering, and assuming the form of a rock 
possessing certain distinguishing features, as it* regards 
lamination, cleavage, &c. 

The minute particles of matter are necessarily but 
slightly influenced by the physical forces : their action 
in accordance with the laws which determine physical 
condition is manifested in ah exceedingly modified' 
degree. But in all the operations of nature, what ia 
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deficient in power is made up in time, and effects are 
produced during myriads of ages, by powers far too weak 
to give satisfactory results by any experiments which 
might be extended even over a century. 

If, with the eye of a geologist, we take but a cursory 
glance over the Earth, we shall discover that countless 
ages must have passed during the progress of this planet 
to its present state. This is a fact written by the finger 
of nature, in unmistakeable characters, upon the mighty 
tablets of her mountains. 

The superficial crust of the earth, — by which is meant 
only that film, compared with its diameter, which is 
represented by a few miles in depth — is composed of dis- 
tinct mineral masses, exhibiting peculiar physical con- 
ditions and a certain order of arrangement. These rocks 
appear to have resulted from two dissimilar causes; in 
one class the action of heat is evident, and in the other 
we have either the slow deposition of matter suspended 
in water, or crystallization from solution ; an aqueous* 
origin is indicated by peculiarities of formation in all the 
more recent rocks. 

There are few branches of science which admit of 
speculation to the extent to which we find it carried in 
geology. The consequences of this are shown in the 
popular character of the science. A few observations, 
are made over a limited area, and certain structural con-, 
ditions are ascertained, and at once the mind, "fancy 
free," penetrates the profound depths of the earth, and 
imagination, having " ample room and verge enough/* 
creates causes by which every effect is to be interpreted. 
Such students, generally ignorant of the first principles 
of physics, knowing little of mineralogy, and less of 
chemistry, to say nothing of palaeontology, having none 
of the requisites for an observer, boldly assume premises- 
which are untenable, and think they have explained a 
phenomenon, — given to the world a truth, — when they 
have merely promulgated an unsubstantiated specula- 
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tkm, which may have occasional marks of ingenuity, and 
bnfc little else. 

The carefhllyuniade< observations off those who, with 
unwearying industry, have traversed hill and valley, 
marked and measured the various characters; thicknesses, 
iachnations, iand positions of rocks; ^ho have^watched 
the influences of heat in changing, of wafter in wearing, 
and the results of; precipitation' in forming, strata ; who 
have traced the mechanical effects 6f earthquake strag- 
glings and of volcanic eruptions; and/ reasoning from an 
immense mass of accumulated facts, dedtteed certain 
^general conclusions, — are, however, of a. totaUy different 
character ; and it is such observers as- these who induced 
Herschel to say truiy, that' " geology,; in the- magnitude 
vand . sitblimity of' the objects of winch it r treats, un- 
idoubtedly ranks; in ' the scale of' the sciences, next to 
astronomy."* 

'The origin of this planet is involved in grektrobscmrity, 
which the powers of the most gifted are unable to- pene- 
trate. ' It stands the* work' of an Almighty and- Eternal 
mind, the beginning of which we cannot oozsprehend, 
nor can we define the period of itsf termination. 

It may, probably, be safe to<Bpeculate ihat there was 
.a c time when this globe consisted ' of only one homo- 
geneous stratum. Whether this • remains,— Whether, in 
4mm phttonicrocks, our granites, • or our porphyries, we 
have any indications of the primitive state of the world, 
or* whether vumerous changes took place bfcforeeven our 
unsteytified ; formations had birth, ^are ^ae&tkms we 
cannot answer. ' The geologist looks back into the* vfefca 
of time,4ind reckons, by phenomena; the progress 6f the 
*wo»id?s mutations. The 'stsatifidd formations -must 
have occupied: thousatfdscof ages ; : but before these were, 
jdmiiig^ period extwwlin^X)ver countless bhoasands/ the 

*** Preliminary Discourse / Sir J. F. W. * Herschel. ' Lardner's 
€Mrine« Cyclopaedia. 
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unstratified roeks.oaiay have been variously metamor- 
phosed. It matters not/whether we admit i the nebular 
hypothesis or &ot,— -a time must have been when all these 
bodies which now form the mass of this globe existed in 
the most simple estate. We have already shown that 
very remarkablet changes in • external character and . in 
<3hemical i relations are induced, in the same simple 
element, by its.ihaving been exposed to some v peculiar 
and Afferent conditions ; and already have we speculated 
-on; the 'probability that the advanceof science wall enable 
us to reduce the numerous elements we now reckon, to 
two or three. It is, therefore^ by no means an irrational 
thought {which must, however, be held an the light jofc a 
pore conjecture), to suppose that at the beginning a 
mighty mass of matter, in the most attenuated state; was 
produced in -space, and » was gradually, amder- the in- 
fluence <)£ gravitation, of cohesive force, and oft chemical 
aggregation, ^moulded into the form of a r sphere. 
Ascending to themtmost refinement of physics^ we Tnay 
suppose that this mass was of one uniform ■ character, 
and that it became in dissimilar parts — its surfaces land 
towards its ueentore-— differently constituted, under the 
influences of rthe same powers itehich'wenow T find pro- 
dnoing> out *>f the same ;bodyy charcoal andiheihamond, 
and creating the multitudinous forms of organized 
.creations. These t conditions being esfcabHshed, and 
•carried to an * extent of which, as yet, science 'has 
afforded us jao evidence, chemical' intecmixtnreimayhave 
taken place, and a new series of compounds have Ibeetn 
formed, which, by again cconbining^gave rise^ta -another 
and more complex class of bodies. 

The foundation, of , the < superficial crust of. the earth 
appearsUa>be fomnedv>of t acclass*.ef yvoaks which "have 
reacted "from Ae^slow cooling of an » immense mass of 
ite&tdd matter. '*Theserockahave?been cbMA igneous ; 
but are i now more, generally termedr'P/tt/oaic^BUch as 
granites, syenites, &c.) Immediately above 'Jhase, *we 
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find rocks which have resulted by deposition from 
water. These masses, having been exposed to the action 
of the heat below, have been considerably changed in 
their character, and hence they are often called meta- 
morphic ; but metamorphic rocks may, however, be of 
any age. The rocks formerly termed the transition 
series — from their forming the connecting link between 
the earlier formations — are now, from the circumstance 
of their being fossiliferons, classed under the general 
term of palaeozoic rocks, to distinguish them from the 
rocks in which no organic remains have been found. 
Above these are found the secondary strata, and, still 
more recently produced, we have a class now usually 
denominated the tertiary formations. " Eternal as the 
hills" is a poetic expression, implying a long duration; 
but these must, from the nature of things, eventually 
pass away. The period of time necessary for the dis- 
integration of a granite hill is vastly beyond the powers 
of computation, according to our conception of the 
ordinary bounds of finite things. But a consideration 
of the results of a few years, — under the influence of 
the atmosphere and the rains, — as shown in quantity of 
solid matter carried off by the rivers, and deposited at 
their mouths, will tend to carry conviction to every 
mind, that a degrading process is for ever in action on 
the surface of the earth. The earth itself may be 
eternal, but the surface is continually undergoing mn- 
tation, from various causes, many of which we must 
briefly consider.* 

In regarding geological phenomena, the absence of 

* Geological Researches ; by Sir Henry De la Beche, C.B. 
(Degradation of Mountains, p. 167.) Geological Manual, p. 184. 
Principles of Geology ; by Sir Charles £yell, 7th Edition, p. 
150, 686. On the Denudation of South Wales, and the adjacent 
countries of England; by Professor Andrew Bamsay; Memoirs 
of the Geological Snrvey and Museum of Practical Geology, 
vol. i. p. 297. 
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any fossil remains ;has>oftanibeen~supposed t€ indfcatem 
period* £re«ous to any oc^apiic^ f(H«natiorHa." Theinoi* 
ganic constituents of nmtto;ai«:probably^|>rior ocigin 
tOL thet organic combinations j the ve«el wasc oiy rtf aol Sd, 
upon which tie organic f creitionoraa to float tin spftee* 
before t any > vital organisms were created® . Thesnpposed 
evidences inifarouiiof the ^assumption that there wms&HK 
orgaaicKlife during: the formatiomoftke oldest Tooksw«» 
know y are* in some respects doubtfol^ and we can<>w*H 
imderatandf that; changes may imwTbeenindttoed'bi* the' 
eariier reokformationa, by heat .or ib$y other, powersy quite 
sufficient t to destroy all traces of organised forms. It 
was long- thought that phosphorioeacid Jwaa. not t& be* 
detected in rocks which; aj»regarded< ka of igneous origin; 
and since this acid is pecuhailjhaJCOiiBtFtnenttof organic 
bodies, this liaa been ^duoedi^a^roofthattheplutoiiic 
recks must haye cexistedvprifffiouB^r to the^ appearance 06 
vegetables animaJJife vuponthe(surfeoe ©f theg tobet The' 
researches of modern chemists have, however, showvtha*" 
pjiospjmriaacid is to beifound in fornmtionssof, granitic 
origin, inpo^hyxy; basa^andhcffmblende^rooks^ 11/ 
therefore^ wecace to rcgardthis substance? as of organic 
orgln^ the rational in&ence is against the speetdatitap; 
butAhere ia^iDAmorecnecessityforjsupposing? phoephbrwr 
to be formed in the animali economy ta^ irotheinineraL 
kingijom^ fromo whiohuittwiH pr^ablyvbevfbunn/'th6^ 
animal obtained' it. 

Without attempting *io enter into any account tof,tfe 
apparent cprogress . of •* life- over the ^ eaatiti,, it s appears** 
desirable that seme description should be jgivenoftthfe' 
kinds of- plants and aniniEds which we knoW'to'*haw 
existed; at different epochs. We shall thus iearay at least/ 
some of theiprevaiHng characteristics of theearth during 

*'F6Wnes; On 1 tte E&ttence of Thosph6ric Acid in Rocks 0/ 
IfiumtoOtfjpn ; Vmi' Trans.- 1844, p; 5». Nfesbitir, Quwrtoty; 
Jowmtd of the €hmkak6&Utyi 
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its transitions, and be in a better condition for applying 
our knowledge of physical power to the explanation of 
the various geological phenomena. * 

Among the earliest races we have those remarkable 
forms, the trilobites, inhabiting the ancient ocean. 

These Crustacea bear some resemblance, although a 
very remote one, to the common wood-louse, and, like 
that animal, they* had the power of rolling themselves 
into a ball when attacked by an enemy. The eye of the 
trilobite is a most remarkable, organ ; and in that of one 
species, Phacops caudatus, not less than two hundred and 
fifty lenses have been discovered. This remarkable 
optical instrument indicates that these creatures lived 
under similar conditions to those which surround the 
Crustacea of the present day. 

At the period of the trilobites of the Silurian rocks, 
all .the animals contemporaneous with them had the 
organs necessary for the preservation of life in the 
waters. 

Next in order of time to the trilobite, the most singular 
animals inhabiting those ancient seas, whose remains 
have been preserved, are the Cephalopoda, possessing 
some traces of organs which belong to vertebrated 
animals. There are numerous arms for locomoiion and 
prehension, arranged in a centre round the head, which 
is furnished with a pair of sharp, horny mandibles, 
embedded in powerful muscles. These prehensile arms 
are provided with a double row of suckers, by which the 
animal seized its prey. Of these cephalopodous animals 
there are many varieties, but all of them appear to be 
furnished with powers of rapid locomotion, and those 
with shells had an hydraulic arrangement for sinking 
themselves to any depth of the seas in which, without 
doubt, they reigned the tyrants. 

Passing by without notice the numerous fishes, which 
appear to have exhibited a similar order of progression 
to the other animals, we must proceed to the more 
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remarkable period when the dry land first began to 
appear. 

All the anitnals found in the strata we have mentioned 
are such as would inhabit the seas ; but we gradually 
arrive at distinct evidence of the separation of the land 
from the water, and the "green tree yielding, seed" 
presents itself to our attention ; not that the strata 
earlier than this are entirely destitute of any remains 
indicating vegetable growth, but those they exhibit are 
such as, in all probability, may be referred to marine 
plants. 

Those plants, however, which are found in the car- 
boniferous series are most of them distinguished by all 
the characteristics of those which grow upon the land ; 
we, therefore, in the mutilated remains of vegetation left 
us in our coal-formations, read the history of our early 
world. 

Then the reed-like calamite bowed- its hollow and 
fragile stems over the edges of the lakes ; the tree-ferns 
grew luxuriantly in the shelter of the hills, and gave a 
wild beauty to the humid valleys ; the lepidodendrons 
spread themselves in mighty forests along the plains, 
which they covered with their curious cones ; whilst the 
sigillariae extended their multitudinous branches, wreath- 
ing like serpents amongst the luxurious vegetation, and 
embraced, with their roots (stigmariae), a most extensive 
space on every aide.* 

The seas and lakes of this period abounded with 
minute animals nearly allied to the coral animals, which 
are now so actively engaged in the formation of islands 
in the tropical and southern seas. During the ages 
which passed by without any remarkable disturbance of 

* On the Vegetation of the Carboniferous Period as compared with 
that of the present day ; On some peculiarities in the structure of 
Stigmaria ; Remarks on the Structure and Affinities of some Lepi- 
dostrobi : by Dr. Hooker; Memoirs of the Geological Survey, 
&c„ vol. ii. pp. 387, 431, 440. 
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the sucfeee of the earth, the* many bands of mountain! 
limestone were formed by the ceaseless activity of these 
minute architects. Encrinrtea (creatures in some respects 
resembling: star-iish) existed? in vast numbers in the 
oceans of this time ; and the great variety of bivalve 
shells, and those of a spiral character, discovered in the 
rocks of this period, show the waters of the*newer palae- 
ozoic period to have been instinct with life. 

In the-world then, as it does now, water acting oil 
the dry land produced remarkable changes. We have? 
evidence of extensive districts over which the most 
luxuriant vegetation must have spread for ages, — from 
the remains of plants in every state of decay,-— which w 
find went to form our great coal-fields. These,- by some, 
changes in the relative levels of land and. water, became- 
covered with' this fluid; and over this mass of decaying 
organic matter, sand and mud were for ages being.de*- 
pointed. At length, rising above the surface, it becomes- 
covered with' vegetation, which is, after a period, sub* 
merged:* the same. deposition 1 of sand and mud; again, 
takes plaoe, it is once more fitted for ^vegetable growth; 
and thus, cycle after tgrcle, we see the dry land and the- 
water changing places <; with * each other. This -- will be* 
evident to* every one who will carefully contemplate a 
section of bne of the coal-fields of Great Britain. We 
find a stratum of icoal lying upoma bed of under clay> and 
above it an extensive stratum of shale or sandstone, pro*-/ 
bably formed by the denudation of the neighbouring 
hills j and in this manner we have manystrataVof coal* 
shald, clay, ironstone, and sandstone alternating with 
each, other ; the coal-formations of the<SouthfWales coaU 
field having the extraordinary^thickkess *o£ tlSOO feet 
The lowest bed of this extensive series must at one time 
have been exposed as the surface of tthe country. 

Ascending in the series, we haue now formations of a* 
morejecent character, in which fishes of a, higher orddr: 
of organization, creeping and flying saurians, crocodiles, 
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-and lizards, > tortoises, serpents, and • frogs, are found. 
The lias formations (a tevm corrupted from luyers)) oan- 
sfeting of > strata i in which an argillaceous C character 
; prevails, fetand next in series. * in these^we have* animals 
preserved in atfoss&Btate; of a distmguishingly different 
^character Aom those of the inferior strata. We meet 
-Trith extended . beds * of pentacrinites, some ; inches in 
thickness ; and then? remains ara often- so very complete 
ihat every part of the skeleton-can be made out, although 
sbo complicated that it cannot consist of less than 150,000 
parts. Tin these formations we often find the auriously 
beautifal remains of the ammonites, of which a great 
Tairietynhave been discovered. Of the belemnites — 
^animals furnished \with the bh&ll and the ink-bag of the 
cuttle-fish, with which > it darkened the <water to / hide 
itself from -enemies/ numerous varieties .have also* been 
disentombed, with the ink-bag so well; preserved, that 
the- story of the remarkabld fossil has been^wiitten with 
* its nmn ink. ; In addition to these we find nautili ; and 
dbcty species »of" extinct fishes haare beenJdescribed by 
AgaWz? front the ilias »6fi Lyme* Regis alone. 

When these rocks* were m'the^proggess of formation, 
there existed the ichthyosaurus, or afish-:lizard, which 
iappears, in many respects, to have resembled^ the croce- 
idile of the Nile. It wasauprfdatoiycwakure of enor- 
mous power, andjmuBtJbavebeent*hetyrantaand terror 
•of the seas which it inhabited. Its aUigator-Mkeiaws, 
its powerful eye, its fishwlikefin^andtuiMeuKke padflles, 
were all formed to facilitate its progress as. a. destructive 
minister. ThQplesiosauruswas r if possible, a still more 
^extraordinary creation. To < the head oof ai lizard • was 
united' an enormously long neek, a .smallaand fishi-like 
body, and the tail of a orooodile : \ it appear s^ formed for 
existence in shallow waters, so that, when moving at 
the bottom, it could lift its head above ' Ihe surface ' for 
irir, or in search 6f its food. 'The flora of this^ period 
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must hare been extensive ; and it resembled the vegeta- 
tion which exists at present in Tropical regions. 

We pass now to a new epoch, which is well distin- 
guished by its animals from all that had preceded 
it. Races of reptiles still have place upon the earth, 
and we have now the megalosaurian remains; these 
animals possessing a strength and rapacity which would 
render them objects of terror as well as astonishment, 
could they be restored to the world which they once 
ravaged. An enormous bat-like creature also existed 
at this time — the pterodactyl — which, in the language 
of Cuvier, was, " undoubtedly, the most extraordinary 
of all the beings of whose former existence a knowledge 
is granted to us, and that which, if seen alive, would 
appear most unlike anything that exists in the present 
world." " You see before you," says the same writer, 
" an animal which, in all points of bony structure, from 
the teeth to the extremities of the nails, presents the 
well-known saurian characteristics, and of which no one 
can doubt that its integuments and soft parts, its scaly 
armour and its organs of circulation and reproduction, 
are likewise analogous. But it was, at the same time, 
an animal provided with the means of flying ; and, when 
stationary, its wings were probably folded back like 
those of a bird, although, perhaps, by the claws attached 
to its fingers, it might suspend itself from the branches 
of trees."* 

From the disintegration of the older rocks have no 
doubt arisen those formations which are known as the 
oolitic series. In these strata are preserved the remains 
of plants and animals more resembling those which now 
exist upon the earth ; and, for the first time, — unless 
the evidence of the footsteps of birds on the new red 

* See Owen, Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society, No. 6, 
p. 96. Dr. Buckland, Geological Transactions, vol. iii. p. 220 
The Wonders of Geology : by Dr. Mantell, vol. ii. p. 493. 
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sandstone of America be accepted, — we meet with the 
remains of the feathered tribes. 

In these formations we discover animals belonging to 
the class Mammalia, — the amphitherium and the phas- 
colotherium, — which appear to have resembled, in many 
respects, the marsupial animals of New Holland.* 

The wealden formations, which are the next in order 
of position, are a series of clays and sands, with sub- 
ordinate beds of limestone, grit, and shale. These have, 
in some instances, been formed in the sea; but they are 
usually regarded as fresh-water deposits. All the older 
rocks bear evident marks of marine origin, unless, some 
of the coal-measure strata may be regarded as other- 
wise; but nearly all the wealden series contain the 
remains of land, fresh- water, and estuary animals, and 
of land vegetables. The creatures which we discover, 
preserved, to tell the history of this period, are nume- 
rous, and have marked peculiarities to distinguish them 
from those already described, or from any now existing 
on the earth. We find land saurians of a large kind) 
and animals of all sizes ; even insects, of which a great 
variety are found in the wealds. The remarkable 
iguanodon was an animal which, even by the cautious 
measurement of Professor Owen, must have been at 
least twenty-eight feet long ; and this enormous creature 
was suspected, by Cuvier, and has been proved by Owen, 
to have been an "herbivorous saurian for terrestrial 
life "t Dr. Mantell calculates that no less than seventy 
individuals of the iguanodon of all ages have come 
under his notice ; and the bones * of a vast number of 
others must have been broken up by the workmen in 

* Report on British Fossil Mammalia : by "Richard Owen, Esq., 
F.R.S. ; British Association Reports, vols. xi. xii. 

f Notice on the Iguanodon, a newly discovered fossil reptile from 
the sandstone of Tilgate Forest, in Sussex: by Gideon Mantell, 
Esq , F.R.S., &c. ; Philosophical Transactions, vol. cxv. p. 179. 
On the Structure of Teeth, SfC. ; by Professor Owen. 
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the few quames of Tilgafcafrit ; so that these creatures 
were by no means rare at the period of their existence * 

-The uppermost of these eeoondaiy formations is the 
cretaceous oir chalk group, whibh spreads over a large 
^portion of soirtLheasteim England, and is-met*MKbin dl 
parts *>f JSurope. This chalk; winch is a carbonate 6f 
dime, oappears to hare been < slowly precipitated from 
trancpiQ water; as, ^according to* Sir. Henry D^ia ; Becbe, 
^wrganioremainajge beautifully preserved- in ^ it. Sub- 
stances of no greater solidity thancoommon sponges 
retain theinforms, delicate shells remain Tmb^keti, fish 
cwen.jre frequency jinot»tflirttened, aild altogether -we 
■have the tappearanees ^MchiJB&tky^nELS^inoondfidH^ 
r ihat,j:8meei theses organic exuviae v were -efctombed, Ihey 
&ave>beenMprotccted from pressure* by ihe consUidaikm 
oft the tofek aronnd fehem.f 

1 Beneath the* chalk easts Mat has been caflle*!, from 

Ttroolcmr-^derived from ^a Plicate *># the iiprotsaride-tif 

iuoDj— *grecn sandy and «was, no 'dotobt; formed * by depo- 

Mtion firom the 8ame^w*ter in whioh^he-cartxmftte of 

, Jime *was i suspended,— tfhe f gr ee n ^saiid f fsfilmg to the 

batten more i readily from its- greater specific gravity. 

u t l Bhertranquilhty/' obeerree : 8ar Henry Be J 4a*Beehe, 

u < vhibh eeems to have . prevailed < during tthis »grefct 

jwoumulation of sfliceo^calcareoHs matter, whether it 

jnay:have ibeen ;a idepeeiti&om <water; kr«WhicKdt<was 

meohanicaHy suspended, * partly 1 the ^work • of mitring 

^creatures, or inra great measure ^chemicid, is very 

-w*arkaHe."i 

im%he.chtdk, the remains offthe leaves of ^diootjde- 
donous: plants and fragments of wood are fouild more 
abundantly than in the earlier strata, many of which 

* Dr. Manteli; Winders of Geology. f Geology 6f the* Soutfcvtit 
tfEnykmld. 

*^&&hoiekl*Rt$e*nkea: BeMgichl MxnuUl; by*Sir~HeniT 
Thos, Be la Bechej C.B., Ac. 

I Ibid. 



d by Google 



SUBSTITUTION OP SILICA. 345 

are marked with the 4 perforations of marine wornag, 
indicating, that they had floated for «ome time in the 
ocean. . It should, however, be remembered, that these 
are not the first indications of vegetable > life, — leaves 
have been found. in the new red sandstone; and' the 
flara^of c the coal formation .must not be fargbtten. The 
manner in> which silica* has deposited itself on-organic 
bodies— rsucli as the sponges—- is curious; the whole ;of 
the organized .tissue • being often . removed,: and flint 
iaviijgLtaken itsr place. : Flints formed by- such a process 
as this. abound in the: upper: chalk. The* association of 
carbon and silicon, oombined with oxygen; as we find 
them in the cretaceous fonmations, is .most interesting, 
and naturally gives, me to some speculation on the 
relation of these two elements. Both. carbon and 
-silicon, a as • has been ^already ••. shown, exist in several 
allotropic conditions; and, .although the r (statements 
made by Dr~ Brown relative to the conversion of carbon 
into* silicon are proved to be grounded on experimental 
error, it is not improbable that a very intimate relation 
may exist between these elements.* * The probability is, 
that the sponge^ animal ihas the power of- secreting silica 
to-^give strength to its form. "Many species/ 7 says 
Rymer Jones/ speaking of recent sponges, ^exhibiting 
. the same porous structure, have none of the elasticity of 
the. Officinal sponge-^a circumstance which is due to the 
difference observable in the composition « of their 
skeletons -or ramified, framework. , In , such the living 
ccHStforans within , its substance not only tenacious 
bands of .animal matter, but great quantities of crystal- 
's* B^ermentaV^sewrckes^ on the; production of* Silicon ' from 
' Paracpmnopm : by Samtfel Brown, . M.D. ; ' Transactions of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh y vol. xv. p. 229. ^E xpe ri ment s on the 
alleged conversion of Carbon into Silicon : by R. H. Brett, Ph.D., 
and* J. Denham Smith, Esq. ; Philosophical Magazine, vol. xix 
p. 295, New Series. - See also Dr. Brown's reply to> the above, 
ibid, p. 388. 
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Used spicula, sometimes of a calcareous, at others of a 
siliceous, nature." Thus, a frame of siliceous matter 
being formed by the living animal, a deposition of the 
same substance is continued after death. 

Sea-urchins and star-fish, and numerous fossil shells, 
are found in these beds, which, however, differ materially 
from the remains of the same animals found in the 
earlier formations. A vast number of new species and 
genera of fish are also discovered in the chalk. 

Nearly all the animals and plants which existed up to 
this period- are now extinct, although they have some 
imperfect representatives at the present day. 

The uppermost group, which has been called the 
supercretaceous or tertiary formation, appears in our 
island to have been formed during four great eras, as 
we find fresh-water deposits alternating with marine 
ones. The term eocene, which is the first or oldest 
deposit ; miocene, which is the second ; pliocene, which 
is the third ; and the newer pliocene, which is the fourth 
and last, have been applied to these formations, the 
names referring to the respective proportions of existing 
species found among their fossil shells.* 

All these formations show distinct evidence of their 
having been deposited from still or slowly-flowing deep 
waters. Thus the eocene appears in the Paris basin,— 
formed clearly at an estuary, in which are mingled some 
interesting fresh-water deposits; — in the lacustrine 
formations in Auvergne ; also at Aix ; and in the north 
of Italy. It appears probable that, in the formations 
generally termed eocene, both fresh-water and marine 
deposits have been confounded, and several formations 
of widely-different eras regarded as the result of <» e - 
We have not yet been furnished with any distinct and 
clear evidence to show that the deposits of the Paris 

* Geology, Introductory, Descriptive, and Practical: by rW 
Ansted, vol. ii. p. 22. 



d by Google 



PLIOCENE FORMATIONS. 847 

basin, and those of Auvergne, are of the same age. 
At all events, it is sufficient for our present purpose to 
know that they are the result of actions which are now 
as general as they were when the plastic clay of Paris, 
and its sulphate of lime, or the London clay, were slowly 
deposited. 

As a general conclusion, we may decide that, at the 
eocene period, existing continents were the sites of vast 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries, and were inhabited by quad- 
rupeds, which lived upon their thickly-wooded margins. 
Many remains, allied to those of the hippopotamus, have 
been found in the subsidences of this period. 

Examples of the miocene or middle tertiary era are 
to be found in Western France, over the whole of the 
great valley of Switzerland, and the valley of the Danube. 
In these deposits we find the bones of the rhinoceros, 
elephant, hippopotamus, and the dinotherium, an extinct 
animal, possessing many very distinguishing features.* 

The pliocene period has been termed the age of 
elephants, and is most remarkable for the great mas- 
todons and gigantic elks, with other animals not very 
unlike those which are contemporaneous with man. 

In the superficial layers of the earth, the diluvium, 
alluvium, peat and vegetable soil, we have a continuation 
of the history of the mutations of our globe and of its 
inhabitants, which has been here so briefly sketched. They 
bring us up to the period when man appeared in the 
world, since whose creation it is evident no very exten- 
sive change has been produced upon the surface. We 
have viewed the phenomena of each great epoch, marked 
as they are by new creations of organized beings, and it 
would appear as if, through the whole series, from the 

* The Wonders of Geology : by Dr. Mantell, vol. i. p. 162. 
Bridgewater Treatise : by Dr. Buck] and. Dr. J. J. Kemp, and 
Dr. A. V. Klipstein, On the Dinotherium; Darmstadt, 1836. 
Cuvier and De Blainville have also carefully described the fossil 
remains of this animal. 
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^primary rocks up to the modern alluvial deposits,^ pro- 
gressive improvement of the earth's surface; had been 
effected, to fit it .at last for the. abode of the human 
Tace. 

Thus have «we preserved: for us, in a natural manner, 
evidences which, if we read them aright, must convince 
\*us that the laws by which creation has ever, been . regu- 
lated are- as constant and (unvarying as the Eternal nnnd 
by whibhf theyare -decreed. • Ouirearth/ we find, by the 
Tecords preserved in the foundation-Stones of heu jnoun- 
* tains, has existed through countless .ages,; and r through 
them all exhibited the same-active energies Khatnprevail 
vat the present moment. :By precisely sixnilat influences 
■to those now in operation, Jiave; rocks been ^formed, 
which,- under like agencies, haare *been covered «with 
vegetation, and sported over* by; touus^stemge varieties 
of animal life. fEvery plant that -has grown upon the 
earliest rocks which • presented > their ifaoes to the life- 
giving sun, has: had its influence on. the. subsequent 
Changes of our planet. Each trilobitey each saurian, 
tand every >one of the rmammalia> which: exist in the fosil 
state/ 'have been small laboratories <hr which the great 
work »6f eternal change has been earned forward, and, 
under the compulsion of the Wrong laws of creation, 
' they have been made ministers to the great enclbf form- 
ing a world Which might be fitting for the presence *6f a 
creature endued with a spark taken from the- celestial 
flame of intellectual life . 

'For a few momentswe will return to a consideration 
•of the operations at present exhibiting their phenomena, 
and examine what bearing they have upon *rar •Jknoir- 
ledge 6f geological 'formations. 

During periods of immense, but unknown, duration, 
'the ocean and the dry land are seen t to have* changed 
their places. Enormous deposits, formed at the bottom 
•of the sea, are lifted by some mechanical, probaHy 
Tolcanic, force, above the waters, and the land, like the 
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ocean surrounding hV teems with life. This state of 
things lasts for agesj but the time arrives when the 
ocean again; floods the land, and a new state of things, , 
over ^particular district, has a beginning. 

It must not be imagined that the changeswhich wehhve . 
spoken of, as if they were the result of slow decay and 
gradual* deposit,: wore effected without occasional violent : 
convulsions. Many of .the strata which were- -evidently 
deposited, at the bottom of the sea, and, of course* as, 
horizontal beds, ane now found 1 nearly vertical. We 
have evidence of strata of immense thickness having'; 
been subjected to forces that have twisted' and contorted : 
them in a. most remarkable manner. Masses of solid: 
rock, many thousand feet deep, are irequently bent and 
fractured, throughout their whole extent.: Mountains 
have been upheaved •« by internal .forces and' immense; 
districts have suddenly sunk far below their usual leveL 
Bf the expansive force due to that temperature whichi; 
must be required to melt basaltic and trap- rocks, titer 
whole of the superficial crust of a country has been 
headed to a great height, immense fissures have, been 
formed by the breaking -of '■ the mass/ and -the meltfed' 
matter has been forced 'through thb opening, and' over- 
flowed extensive districts, or volcanoes have beenformed, 
and wide'aseas hfevebeen buried under the ashes ejected 
from- them.* "Withe the cause of these* convulsions w&: 
are at present unacquainted.* 

We have eviddnce.of. the, extent to which these forces* 
may be exerted^ in the catastrophes which have occurred' 
within historical tines, and which haver happened \ even i 
in . our own driy. Herculaineunr and : Pbmpeii^ buried s 
under the lava and ashes of Vesuvius, in an. hour when 
the inhabitants of .these cities were unprepared for such, 
a fearful visitation, — the, frightful earthquakes which* 
have/ from thne to time, occurred ins South America— - 
are evidence*, of the. existence of hidden forces which 
shake the firm-set earth.. , Similar ravaging catastrophes- 
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may have often occurred, and, involving cataclysms, 
swept the surface to produce the changes we detect over 
every part of the earth, compared with which the earth- 
quakes and floods of history are but trivial things. 
Evidence has been adduced, to show that the mountains 
of the Old World may have approached in height the 
highest of the Andes or Himalayas, and these have not 
been destroyed by any sudden effect, but by the slow 
disintegrating action of the elements.* All these 
phenomena are now in progress: the winds and the 
rains wear the feces of the exposed rock ; their debris, 
mixed with decayed vegetable and animal matter, are 
washed off from the surface, and borne away by the 
rivers, to be deposited in the seas. Thus it is that the 
great delta of the Ganges is formed, and that a continual 
increase of matter is going on at the mouths of rivers. 
The Amazon, the Mississippi, and other great rivew, 
bear into the ocean, daily, thousands of tons of matter 
from the surface of the earth.f This is, of course, de- 
ft See Professor Ramsay's memoir On Denudation: Memoirs 
of the Geological Survey of Great Britain. 

f " The distances to which river water, more or less charged 
with detritus, would flow over sea water, will depend upon a variety 
of ohvious circumstances. Captain Sahine found discoloured water, 
* supposed to be that of the Amazons, three hundred miles distant 
in the ocean from the embouchure of that river. It was about 
126 feet deep. Its specific gravity was = 1*0204, and the specific 
gravity of the sea- water = 1-0262. This appears to be the 
greatest distance from land at which river water has been detected 
on the surface of the ocean. If rivers, containing mechanically 
suspended detritus, flowed oversea-water in lines which, in general 
terms, might be called straight, the deposit of transported matter 
which they carried out would also be in straight lines. If, 
however, they be turned .aside by an ocean current, as was the 
case with that observed by Captain Sabine, the detritus would be 
thrown, and cover an area corresponding in a great degree with 
the sweep which the river has been compelled to make out of the 
-course, that its impulse, when discharged from its embouchure, 
might lead it to take : supposing the velocity with which this river 
water was moving has been correctly estimated at about three 
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posited at the bottom of the sea, and it must, in the 
process of time, alter the relative levels of the ocean 
and the land. Islands have been lifted by volcanic 
power from the bottom of the sea, and many districts 
in South America have been depressed by the same 
causes. 

Changes as extensive have been, in all probability, 
effected by forces " equally or more powerful, but acting 
with less irregularity, and so distributed over time as to 
produce none of those interregnums of chaotic anarchy 
which we are apt to think (perhaps erroneously) great 
disfigurements of an order so beautiful and harmonious 
as that of nature."* These forces are, without doubt, 
even now in action. 

Had it not been for these convulsive disturbances of the 
surface, the earth would have presented an almost uni- 
form plain, and it would have been ill-adapted for the 
abode of man. The hills raised by the disturbances of 
nature, and the valleys worn by the storms of ages, 
minister especially to his wants, and afford him the 
means of enjoyment which he could not possess had the 
surface been otherwise formed. The " iced mountain 
tops," condensing the clouds which pass over them, send 
down healthful streams to the valleys, and supply the 

miles per hour, it is not a little curious to consider that the agi- 
tation and resistance of its particles should be sufficient to keep 
finely comminuted solid matter mechanically suspended, so that \% 
would not be disposed freely to part with it, except at its junction 
with the sea-water over which it flows, and where, from friction, 
it is sufficiently retarded. So that a river, if it can preserve a 
given amount of velocity flowing over the sea, may deposit no 
very large amount of mechanically suspended detritus in its course 
from the embouchure, where it is ultimately stopped. Still, how- 
ever, though the deposit may not be so abundant as at first sight 
would appear probable, the constant accumulation of matter, how- 
ever inconsiderable at any given time, must produce an appreciable 
effect during the lapse of ages."— Sir Henry De la Beche's Geo- 
logical Researches, p. 72. 

* Sir J. F. W. Herschel : Preliminary Treatise. 
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springs of the earth, thus securing the fertflit^vaad. 
salubrity of the distant plains. The severities of climate 
ace mitigated by these conditdDns, and bothi.the people 
of the tropica and. those dwelling near the >polea>aie 
equally benefited by them. 

Gravitation, cohesion, motion, chemical force, ,hea% 
and electricity, must/ fitomrthat hypothetical time when 
the earth floated a cloud of nebulous vapour; in a state 
of graduaLcondensatiDniip to» the present moment, have 
been exsrcvmig their poweray and regulating the muta- 
tions *of- matter. 

When the dry ldndtwws beneath the waters, and whfen 
darkness wna upon the face of the deep^ the. same great 
operations as those which are now in^progress in the 
depths of. thee Atlantic, or inr^the stillr waters- of our 
inland lakes, wtre in: full activity :\ At length! the dry 
land appears; : and — mystery/ of' mystoykafch ^-it soon 
b^come^^eeniingTwsdi lifeintmlLlhfefoians; of vegetable 
and animal beanty> under (the aspect x>f the beams of a 
gjbrious^un. 

GWology rteachesTis to >regawl our -position; upon r the: 
earthlas ^nefar in-jadvance of fall former creations; It 
bida^us look baekiihroughf thfetenormous vista of time> 
and: see, shining, still in- therremotest distance* the light 
which exposes to our vision many of nature's holy 
wonders. The elements which now make up this 
strangely beautiful 'fabric v of innscle > nerves,; #nd bone, 
have passed .through many ordeals, pre. yet. in became 
fashioned ta. hold the human soul.- No gramr of matter 
has been added i.6* the planet, smceHtowas weighedina 
balance, and poised Iwith other worlds. No grain of 
matter can be removed Irom it* . But hx virtua of .those 
forces which seenrto.originate ini:theisun, "'the • seal of 
the great «arth/ r a - succession of mew forms has been 
produced, as the old; things have passed away ; 

Under the forces ive have been considering, acting as 
so many contending; armies,^ matter passes from i one 
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condition to another, and what is now a living and a 
breathing creature, or a delicate and sweetly-scented 
flower, has been a portion of the amorphous mass which 
once lay in the darkness of the deep ocean, and it will 
again, in the progress of time, pass into that condition 
where no evidences of organization can be found, — again, 
perhaps, to arise clothed with more exalted powers than 
«ven man enjoys. 

When man places himself in contrast with the Intelli- 
gences beyond him, he feels his weakness; and the 
extent of power which he can discover at work, guided 
by a mysterious law, is such, that he is dwarfed by its 
immensity. But looking on the past, surveying the 
progress of matter through the inorganic forms up to 
the higher organizations, until at length man stands 
revealed as the chief figure in the foreground of the 
picture, the monarch of a world on which such elaborate 
care has been bestowed, and the absolute ruler of all 
things around him, he rises like a giant in the conscious 
strength of his far-searching mind. That so great, 
so noble a being, should suffer himself to be degraded by 
the sensualities of life to a level with the creeping things, 
upon which he has the power to tread, is a lamentable 
spectacle, over which angels must weep. 

The curious connection between the superstitions of 
races, the traditionary tales of remote tribes, and the 
developments of the truths of science, are often of a 
very marked character, and they cannot but be regarded 
as instructive. In the wonders of " olden time" fiction 
has ever delighted ; and a thousand pictures have been 
produced of a period when beings lived and breathed 
upon the earth which have no existence now. 

Hydras, harpies, and sea-monsters, figure in the myths 
of antiquity. In the mythology of the northern races 
of Europe we have fiery flying dragons, and Poetry has 
placed these as the guardians of the "hoarded spirit" 
and protectors of the enchanted gold. 

AA 
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Through, tic whole of the romance period of European 
literature, nothing figures' but serpents, " white and 
red," toiling and fighting underground, — thus producing 
earthquake!, as in the story of Merlin and the building 
of Stonehenge. Hying monsters, griffins and others,, 
which now live only in the meaningless embellishment* 
of heraldry, appear to have been conceived by the earlier 
races of men as the representatives of powfcr. Curious 
is it, too, to find the same class of ideas prevailing in 
the East. The monster dragons of the Chinese, blazoned 
on their standards and ornamenting their temples; — 
the Buddaical superstition that the world is supported 
on a vast elephant, which stands on the back of a tor- 
toise, which again rests on a serpent, whose movements 
produce earthquakes and violent convulsions ; — the rude 
decorations also of the temples of the Aztecs, which 
have been so recently restored to our knowledge by the 
adventurous travellers of Central America* — all give 
expression to the same mythological idea. 

Do not these indicate a faint and shadowy knowledge 
of a previous state of organic existence ? The process 
of communion between man of the present, and the 
creations of a former world, we know not; it is 
mysterious, and for ever lost to us. But even the most 
ignorant and uncultivated races of mankind have figured 
for themselves the images of creatures which, whilst 
they do really bear some resemblance to things which 
have for ever pasjsed away, do not, in the remotest 
degree, partake of any of the peculiarities of existing 
creations. 

The ichthyosaurus, and the plesiosaurus, and the 
pterodactylus, are preserved in the rude images of 
harpies, of dragons, and of griffins ; and, although the 
idea of an elephant standing on the back of a tortoise 
was often laughed at as an absurdity, Captain Cautley 
and Dr. Falconer at length discovered in the hills of 
Asia the remains of a tortoise in a fossil state of such a. 
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a&e that aii elephant comU easily have performed the 



Of the .ammonites, we have more exact evideaee ; 
they woe observed by oar forefathers, and called by 
them snake-stones. According to the legends of Catho- 
lic sainte -they were considered as possessing a stored 
diairacfcer :— 

" Of these and snakes, each one 
Was changed into a coil of stone 
When holy Hilda prayed." 

And in addition to this petrifying process, one of 
decapitation is said to have been effected; hence the 
reason why these snake-stones have no heads. 

We also find, in the northern districts of our island, 
that the name of " St. Cuthbertfs beads " is applied to 
the fossil remains of encrinites. 

Thus we learn that, to a great extent, fiction is 
dependent upon truth for its creations; and we see that 
when we come to investigate any wide-spread popular 
superstition, although much distorted by the medium of 
error through which it has passed, it is frequently 
founded upon some fragmentary truth. There are float- 
ing in the minds of men certain ideas which are not the 
result of any associations drawn from things around ; 
we reckon them amongst the mysteries of our being. 
May they not be the truths of a former world, of which 
we receive the dim outshadowing in the present, like the 
faint lights of a distant Pharos, seen through the mists 
of the wide ocean ? 

Man treads upon the wreck of antiquity. In times 
which are so long past, that the years between them 
cannot be numbered by the aids of our science, geology 

* Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis. Being the Fossil Zoology of the d 

Sewalik Hills in the North of India: hy Hugh Falconer and Proby 
T. Cautley. 1844. 
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teaches us that forms of life existed perfectly fitted for 
the conditions of the period. These performed their 
offices in the great work ; they passed away, and others 
succeeded to carry on the process of building a world 
for man. The past preaches to the present, and from 
its marvellous discourses we venture to infer something 
of the yet unveiled future. The forces which have 
worked still labour: the phenomena which they have 
produced will be repeated. 

Ages on ages slowly pass away, 
And nature marks their progress by decay. 
The plant which decks the mountain with its bloom, 
Finds in the earth, ere long, a damp dark tomb : 
And man, earth's monarch, howe'er great and brave- 
Toils on— to find at last a silent grave. 
The chosen labours of his teeming mind 
Fade by the light, and crumble 'neath the wind ; 
And e'en the hills, whose tops appear to shroud 
Their granite peaks deep in the vapoury cloud, 
Worn by tempests — wasted by the rains, 
Sink slowly down to fill wide ocean's plains. 
The ocean s breast new lands again display, 
And life and beauty drink the light of day : 
The powers whioh work at great creation's wheel, 
Will from the wrecks of matter still reveal 
New forms of wondrous beauty — which will rise 
Pure as the flame of love's youn* sacrifice, 
Beaming with all the pristine hues of youth, 
Robed by the day, and crowned by holy truth. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

PHENOMENA t>P VEGETABLE LIFE, 

Psychology of Flowers — Progress of Matter towards Organiza- 
tion — Vital Force— Spontaneous Generation — The Vege- 
table Cell — Simplest Development of Organization — The 
Crystal and the Cell — Primitive Germ — Progress of Vege- 
tation — Influence of Light — Morphology— Germination— . 
Production of Woody Fibre — Leaves--Chlorophylle— De- 
composition of Carbonic Acid — Influence of Light, Heat, 
and Actinism on the Phenomena of Vegetable life— Flowers 
and Fruits — Etiolation— Changes in the Sun's Rays with the 
Seasons — Distribution of Plants — Electrical and Combined 
Physical Powers 

The variety of beautiful forms which cover the surface 
of this sphere, serve, beyond the physical purposes to 
which we have already alluded, to influence the mind, 
and give character to the inhabitants of every locality. 
There are men who appear to be dead to the mild 
influences of flowers; but these sweet blossoms — the 
stars of our earth— exert a power as diffusive as their 
pervading odours. 

The poet tells us of a man to whom 

The primrose on the river's brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more. 

But it was something more. He, perhaps, attended not 
to the eloquent teaching of its pure, pale leaves : he 
might not have been conscious of the mysterious singing 
of that lowly flower : he might, perchance, have crushed 
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it beneath his rude foot rather than quaff the draught 
of wisdom which it secreted in its cell ; but the flower 
still ministered to that mere sensualist, and in its 
strange, tongueless manner, reproved his passions, and 
kept him "a wiser and a better man/' than if it 
had pleased God to have left the world without the 
lovely primrose. 

The psychology of flowers has found many students — 
than whom not one read them more deeply than that 
mild spirit who sang of the Sensitive Plant, and in 
wondrous mamitt foreshadowed his own mefamdriy 
fate.* That martyr to sensibility, Keats* who longed to 
feel the flowers growing above him, drew the strong 
inspiration of his volant muse from those delicate 
creations which exhibit the passage of inorganic matter 
into life ; and other poets will hanre their sensibilities 
awakened by the aesthetics of flowers,, and find a mirror 
of truth in the crystal dew-drop which clings so lovingly 
to the purple violet, and draws fresh beauties from its 
coloured petals. 

If we examine carefoMy aft the conditions of rotter 
which we have made the subject of our studies we 
cannot but perceive how gradual is the pvegreaa of the 
involved actum erf the physical forces, as we adianee 
from the nwlecute — the mere particle of matter — op to 
the ovgurie combination. At first we detect only the 
action of cohesion in foraring the rude mass; then we 
have the influence of the crystallogenic power* giving 
a remarkable regularity to bodies ; we next Aiaearer the 
influences of heat and electrical force in determining 
condition, and of chemical action as controlled by them. 
Yet, still we have a body without organization. Light 
exerts its mysterious powers, and the same elements 
assume as organised form; and, in addition to Ae 
recognised agevcies, we dnaly perceive others ok wwca 

* Percy Bysatae Sbefley. 
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vitality evidently depends. These empyreal influences 
became more and more complicated to us : ascending in 
the scale, they rise beyond our science ; and, at length, 
we find them guiding the power of intelligence, whik 
instinct and reason are exhibited in immediate depend- 
«ence upon them. 

Let it not be imagined that this riew has any tendency 
to materialism. The vital energy is regarded as a 
sjaritualiaation, and reason as a divine emanation; but 
they are connected with materialities, on which they 
act, and by which they are themselves controlled. The 
organic combinations, and the physical powers by which 
these unions of matter are effected and retained, have a 
direct action over that ethereality which is life, and the 
powers erf life again control these move material forces. 
The spirit, in whatever state, when connected with mat- 
tar, is, like Prometheus chained to his rwk, in a constant 
struggle to escape from its shackles, and assert the full 
power of its divine strength. 

We have seem variety enough in die substances which 
make up die inorganic part of creation; but infinitely 
more varied are the forms of organization. In the 
vegetable world which is immediately around us, from 
the green slime of our marshes to die lustrous flowers 
of our gardens and the lordly trees of our forests, what 
an extraordinary diversity of form is apparent t From 
the infusoria of an hour, to the gigantic elephant roam- 
Jag in his greatness in the forests of Siam — the noble 
lion of the caves of Senegal — the mighty condor of the 
Andes — and onward to man, the monarch of diem all, 
how vast are the differences, and yet how complete are 
they in their respective conditions ! In the creation we 
Tiave examined, we have had conclusive evidence, that 
from the combination of atoms every peculiar form has 
teen produced. In the creation we are about to 
examine, we shall discover that all the immense diversity 
<rf form, of colour, and condition which is spread over 
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the world in the vegetable and animal kingdoms, results 
from the combination of cells. The atom of inorganic 
nature becomes a cell in organic creation. This cell 
must be regarded as the compound radical of the chemist, 
and by decomposing it, we destroy the essential element 
of organization. 

With the mysterious process by which the atom is 
converted into a*cell, or a compound radical, we are unr 
acquainted; but we must regard the cell as the organic 
atom. It is in vain that the chemist or the physiologist 
attempts to examine this change of the inorganic elements 
to an organized state ; it is one of the mysteries of 
creation, which is to be, in all probability, hid from our 
eyes, until this "mortal coil" is shaken oflf, and we 
enjoy the full powers of that intelligence which we 
are promised we shall enjoy in an immortal state. 

Again and again has the attention of men been 
attracted to the generatio cequivoca ; they have some- 
times thought they have discovered a generatio primitka 
or spontanea ; but a more careful examination of these 
organisms has shown that an embryo existed — a real 
germination has taken place. 

Count Rumford* stated that threads of silk and 
wool had the power of decomposing carbonic acid 
in water in the sunshine; and hence some have re- 
ferred organization to a mere chemical change pro- 
duced by luminous excitation ; and we have heard of 
animal life resulting from pounded siliceous matter. AB 
such statements must be regarded as evidences of imper- 
fect investigation. 

Dr. Cams, alluding to the experiments of Gruithuisen, 
Priestley, and Ingenhousz,t says : — "These show, more 

♦ Experiments on the production of dephlogisticaied air from 
water with various substances: by Lieut-General Sir Benjamin, 
Count of Rumford ; Phil. Trans., vol. Ixxvii. p. 84. 

t Experiments upon Vegetables, discovering their great power of 
purifying the common air in the Sunshine, and of injuring it in the 
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than any other experiments, that, in the purest water, 
under the influence of air, light, and heat, beings are 
farmed, which, oscillating as it were between the animal 
and the plant, exhibit the primitive germs of both king- 
doms/'* Treviranusf repeated, and appeared to con- 
firm these results ; but in these experiments we have no 
evidence that the germ did not previously exist in the 
spring-water which was employed. 

Some have regarded the cell as a crystal ; they see 
the crystal forming, by the accumulation of atoms, into 
a fixed form, under the influence of an "inner life;" 
and, advancing but a step, they regard the cell as the 
result of an increased exercise of the physical in- 
fluences. J We have referred crystalline form to certain 
magnetic conditions ; and it is evident that the atomic 
cell is influenced by similar forces ; but if we place a 
crystal in its natural fluid, though it increases in size, it 
never alters in form : whereas, if we examine a cell in 

Shade and at Night ; to which is joined, A new method of examining 
the accurute degrees of Salubrity of the Atmosphere, by John Ingen- 
housz, Councillor of the Court, and Body Physician to their Im- 
perial and Royal Majesties, F.R.S., &c. London : printed for P. 
famsley, in the Strand, and H. Payne, Pall Mall, 1779. 

* The Kingdoms of Nature, their life and affinity : by Dr. C. G. 
Cams; Scientific Memoirs, vol. i. p. 223. 

+ In Biologic, by G. It. Treviranus, vol. ii. p. 302, the following 
passage occurs :— " If we expose spring water to the sun in open 
or even closed transparent vessels, after a few days bubbles rise 
from the bottom, or from the sides of the vessel, and a green crust 
is formed at the same time. Upon observing this crust through 
a microscope, we discover a mass of green particles, generally of a 
round or oval form, very minute, and overlaid with a transparent 
mucous covering, some of them moving freely, whilst others, per- 
fectly similar to these, remain motionless and attached to the sides 
of the vessel. This motion is sometimes greater than at others. 
The animalcules frequently lie as if torpid, but soon recover their 
former activity." 

{ On the Structure of the Vegetable Cell: by Mohl.— Scientific 
Memoirs, vol. iv. p. 113. Outlines of Structural and Physical 
Botany : by Henfrey. 
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its natural position, it gives indications of motion, it 
produces other cetts> and we bare a development of 
organs which are in no respect the same in form as 
the original. From a vesicle floating invisible to. 
the nnaided human sense in its womb of fluid, is pro- 
duced a plant p o s se ss i ng strange powers, or an animal 
gifted with volition. The idea, that two kinds cf 
polarity — light on one side, and gravitation on 0$ 
other — prodnce the two peculiar developments of roots 
and brandies, can only be regarded as one of those 
fanciful analogies which prove more imagination thai 
philosophy.* 

The conditions are, however, most carious ; they de- 
serve very attentive study; but in examining the pheno- 
mena, the safest course is to allow the effects as they 
arise to interpret to us, and not admit the love of hypo- 
thesis to lead us into bewildering analogies ; or uncertaua 
phenomena to betray us to hasty inferences. It is of this 
evil that Bacon speaks, in his "Advancement of Learn- 
ing." He says : — 

"The root of this error, as of aD others, is this, 
that men, in their contemplations of nature, are 
accustomed to make too timely a departure, and too 
remote a recess from experience and particulars, 
and have yielded and resigned themselves over to 
the fumes of their own fancies and popular argu- 
mentations/' 

Without venturing, therefore, to speculate on the 
origin of the primitive cell, or unit of organic life, which 
involves the problem of the metamorphosis of a rude 

* Br. Cams* in the memoir already quoted* says: — " But sine* 
io the organisation- of the earth, light and air T as coastitutiag * 
second integrant pari, stand opposed to gravitation, and sines 
the plant hears a relation, not only to gravitation, hut to light also, 
when its formation is complete it will necessarily present a setond 
anatomical system, namely, that of the spiral vessels^ which hsre 
heen reiy justly considered, of late, as tho organs thai perform ia 
plants the functions of nerves." 
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mags — the primitive trais&rmation of the rudimentary 
atoms into organic farm, — we mast admit that the 
highly organized plant of animal is but an aggregation 
<rf cells; their arrangement being dependent upon 
certain properties peculiar to them, and the exercise of 
forces such as we have been studying,— aft of which 
appear to act externally* to the plant or animal itself. 

Experiments have been brought forward, in which 
it appeared that, after all organization which couM by 
any possibility have existed, had been destroyed by the 
action of fire, solutions of flint and metallic salts, 
have, under the influence of electric currents, exhibited 
s%ns of organic formations, and that, indeed, insects — 
* species of acari — have been developed in them. The 
experiments were said to have been made with care, and 
aiany precautions taken to # shut out all chances of any 
error, but not all the precautions required in a matter of 
such exceeding- delicacy; and we are bound not to 
receive the evidence afforded as the true expression of a 
feet without much furtherinvest^ation. AH experience, 
—setting aside the experiment named, — is against the 
supposition that pounded ear dissolved ffint could by any 
artificial means be awakened into life. Ova may 
have been conveyed into the vessels which contained 
the solutions under experiment; and in due time, 
•akbongh possibly quickened by electric excitation, 
the animals — the most common of insects — came into 
existence.* 

The rapid growth of conferva upon water has often 
tan brought forward as evidence of a spontaneous 
{-^ration, or the conversion of inorganic elements into 
wganie forms ; but it has been most satisfactorily proved 
that the genu must be present, otherwise no evidence of 

* Mr. Crosse V Experiments in the Journal of the London. 
Electrical Society, and Mr. Weekes in the Electrical Magazine, 
*od a eoramHBication appended to EaepkmaHonf : a Sequel to the 
Vtstijesef the Nmtural History tfCreotio*. 
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anything like organization will be developed. All the 
conditions required for the production of vegetable life 
appear to show, that it is quite impossible for any kind 
of plant, even the very lowest in the scale, to be formed 
in any other way than from an embryo in which are 
contained the elements necessary for it, and the arrange- 
ments required for the various processes which are con- 
nected with its vitality. 

The earth is now covered with vegetable life, but 
there must have existed a time when "darkness was 
upon the face of the deep," and organization had not 
yet commenced tracing its lovely net- work of cells upon 
the bare surface of the ocean-buried rock. At length 
th6 mystery of organic creation began : into this 
science dares not penetrate, but it is privileged to begin 
its search a little beyond* this point, and we are 
enabled to trace the progress of organic development 
through a chain of interesting results which are con- 
stantly recurring. 

If we take some water, rising from a subterranean 
spring, and expose it to sunshine, we shall see, after a 
few days, a curious formation of bubbles, and the 
gradual accumulation of green matter. At first we 
cannot detect any marks of organization — it appears a 
slimy cloud of an irregular and undetermined form. 
It slowly aggregates, and forms a sort of mat over the 
surface, winch at the same time assumes a darker green 
colour. Careful examination will now show the original 
corpuscles involved in a net-work formed by slender 
threads, which are tubes of circulation, and may be 
traced from small points which we must regard as the 
compound atom, the vegetable unit. We must not 
forget, here, that we have to deal with four chemical 
elements, — oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, and nitrogen, 
which compose the world of organized forms, and that 
the water affords us the two first as its constituents, 
gives us carbon in the form of carbonic acid dissolved 
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in it, and that nitrogen is in the air surrounding it, and 
frequently mixed with it also. 

Under the influence of sunshine, we have now seen 
these elements uniting into a mysterious bond, and the 
result is the formation of a cellular tissue, which pos- 
sesses many of the functions of the noblest specimens of 
vegetable growth. But let us examine the progress. 
The bare surface of a rock rises above the waters # 
covered over with this green slime, a mere veil of deli- * 
cate net-work, which, drying off, leaves no perceptible 
trace behind it ; but the bads of a mighty growth is 
there, and under solar influence, in the process of time, 
other changes occur. 

After a period, if we examine the rock, we shall find 
upon its face little coloured cups or lines with small 
hard discs. These, at first sight, would not be taken for 
plants, but on close examination they will be found to be 
lichens. These minute vegetables shed their seed and 
die, and from their own remains a more numerous crop 
springs into life. After a few of these changes, a sufficient 
depth of soil is formed, upon which mosses begin to 
develope themselves, and give to the stone a second 
time a faint tint of green, a mere film still, but indicating 
the presence of a beautifal class of plants, which, under 
the microscope, exhibit in their leaves and flowers many 
points of singular elegance. These mosses, like the 
lichens, decaying, increase the film of soil, and others of 
a larger growth supply their places, and run themselves 
the same round of growth and decay. By and by, 
funguses pf various lands mingle their little globes and 
umbrella-like forms. Season after season plants, perish 
and add to the soil, which is at the same time increased 
in depth by the disintegration of the rock over which 
it is kid, the cohesion of particles being broken up by 
the operations of vegetable life. The minute seeds of 
the ferns floating on the breeze, now find a sufficient 
depth of earth for germination, and their beautiful 
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frond*, eventually, wave in loveliness to fke 
winds. 

Vegetable forms of a higher and a higher order 
gradually succeed each other, each series perishing ia 
due season, aad giving to the aofl. additional desserts 
far the growth of plants of their own species or those of 
others. Flowering herbs find a genial home on the 
once bare rock ; and the primrose pale, the pnple fox- 
* glove, or die gaudy poppy, open their flowers to the joy 
of light. The shrub, with its hardy roots interlaced 
through the soil, and binding the very stones, grows 
rich in its bright greenery. Eventually the tree springs 
from the soil, and where once the tempest beat on tb& 
hare cold rock, is now the lordly and branching monarch 
of the forest, with its thousand leaves, affording shelter 
from the storm for bird and beast. 

Such are the conditions which prevail throughout 
nature in the progress of vegetable growth ; the green 
matter gathering on a pond, the mildew accumulating 
on a shaded wall, being the commencement of a process 
which is to end in the development of the giant trees of 
the forest, and the beautifully tinted flower of nature's 
most chosen spot. 

We must now consider closely the phenomena con- 
nected with the growth of an individual plant, which 
will illustrate the operation of physical influences 
throughout the vegetable world. The process by which 
the embryo, secured in the seed, is developed, is our 
first inquiry. 

A seed is a highly carbonized body, consisting of 
integuments and embryo : between these, in most seeds, 
lies a substance called the albumen, or perisperm. The 
embryo contains the dements of the future plant — the 
cotyledons, the plumule, and the radicle; the former 
developing into stalk and leaves, the latter into roots. 
This embryo hides the living principle, for the develop* 
ment of which it is necessary that the starch and gluten 
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undergo a chemical change, and that an deration of 
temperature is produced. The vital power is dormant — 
it sleeps — in the seed until the proper conditions are 
produced. It has been proved, that the powers of 
maintaining life in the seed are very great ; excessive 
cold, sufficiently intense to freeze mercury, will not kill 
•eed, and they resist a comparatively high temperature. 
It is probable that heat only destroys seeds by drying 
them too completely. The temperature at which 
seeds germinate is exceedingly varied, — those belonging 
to our own clime will germinate when the thermometer 
rises above -40° F., but the seeds erf tropical plants 
demand that a temperature of from 70° to 84i°, or even 
to 90°, be steadily applied to them. In some cases it 
has been found that even boiling the seeds has been 
advantageous to the future process of germination m 
the soil. But let us take the seed of some ordinary 
plant, and trace its progress, - 

An apparently dead grain is placed in the soil. If 
the temperature is a few degrees above the freezing point, 
and the sou holds a due quantity of water, the integument 
of the seed imbibes moisture and swells ; the tissue is 
softened, and the first effort of vital force begins. The- 
seed has now the power of decomposing water, the 
oxygen combines with some of the carbon of the seed, 
uid is expelled as carbonic acid. Saussure's experiment* 
prove this. The air above the soil in which a horse- 
bean was placed to germinate, gave, before the ex- 
periment, nitrogen 210*26, and oxygen 56*29, and after 
germination, nitrogen 209*41, oxygen 44*38, and car- 
bonic acid 11*27. This part of the process is but little 
removed from the merely chemical changes which we 
have already considered. We find the starch of the 
seed changed into gum and sugar, which affords nutritive 
food for the developing embryo. The seed now 
lengthens downwards by the radicle, and upwards bjr 
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the cotyledons, which, as they rise above the earth, 
acquire a green colour. Here the first stage of vege- 
table life ends, the chemically exciting process is at an 
end, and a new stimulus is required to continue in full 
activity the vital powers. Carbonic acid is no longer 
given off. 

The cotyledons, which are two opposite roundish 
leaves, act as the lungs ; by them carbonic acid taken 
from the atmosphere is absorbed and carried by a circu- 
lating process, now in full activity, through the young 
plant. The carbonic acid, a compound of carbon and 
oxygen, is decomposed; it is deprived of its carbon, which 
is retained by the plant, and oxygen is exhaled. The 
plant at this period is little more than an arrangement 
of cellular tissue, a very slight development of vascular 
and fibrous tissue appearing as a cylinder lying in the 
centre of the sheath. At this point, however, we begin 
more distinctly to trace the operations of the new 
power ; the impulses of life are strikingly evident. 

The young root is now lengthening, and absorbing 
from the moisture in the soil, which always contains 
some soluble salts, a portion of its nutriment, which is 
impelled upwards by a force — probably capillary attrac- 
tion and endosmose action combined — to the point from 
which the plumule springs. Capillary force raises the 
fluids through the tubes in the stalk, and conveys 
them to the veins in the leaves, while the endosmose 
force' diffuses them through the vegetable tissues. The 
plumule first ascends as a little twig, and, at the same time, 
by exerting a more energetic action on the carbonic 
acid than the cotyledons have done, the carbon retained 
by them being only so much as is necessary to form 
chlorophylle, or the green colouring matter of leaves, 
some wood is deposited in the centre of the radicle. 
From this time the process of lignification goes on 
through all the fabric, — the increase, and indeed the 
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life, of the plant depending upon the development of a 
true leaf from the plumule. 

It must not be imagined that the process consists, in 
the first place, of a mere oxidation of the carbon in the 
seed, — a slow combustion by which the spark of life iff 
to be kindled; — the hydrogen of the water plays an 
important part, and, combining also with the carbon, 
forms necessary compounds^ ted by a sectmdary pro* 
ies» gives rise again to water by combination with 
oxygen in the cells 5 of the germinating grain. Nor 
most we regard the second class of phenomena aft mere 
mechanical processes for decomposing carbonic acid/but 
the result of the combined influences of all the physical 
powers and life superadded. 

This elongating little twig, the plumule, at length 
lupoids itself, and the branch is metamorphosed -into a 
leaf. The leaf aerates the sap it receives, effects the 
decomposition of the carbonic acid, the water, and in ail 
probability the ammonia which it derives from the air, 
and thn* returns to the pores, which comnronieate with 
the pneumatic arrangements of the plant, the necessary 
secretion* for the formation of bark, wood, and the 
various proximate principles whieh it contains* 

After the first formation of a leaf, others successively 
appear, all constructed alike, and performing similar 
functions. The leaf is the principal organ to the tree * 
and, indeed, Linnaeus divined, and Goethe demonstrated, 
the beautiful fact, that the tree was developed from this 
curiously-formed organ. 

"Keeping in view," says the poet-philosopher, "the 
observations that have been made, there will be no 
difficulty in discovering the leaf in the seed- vessel, not- 
withstanding the variable structure of that part and its 
peculiar combinations. Thus the pod is a leaf which is 
folded up and grown together at its edges, and the capsules 
consist of several leaves grown together, and the com- 

B B 
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pound fruit is composed of several leaves united round 
a common centre, their sides being opened so as to 
form a communication between them, and their edges 
adhering together. This is obvious from capsules which, 
when ripe, split asunder, at which time each portion is 
a separate pod. It is also shown by different species 
of one genus, in which modifications exist of the prin- 
ciple on which their fruit is formed ; for instance, the 
capsule of nigilla orientals consists of pods assembled 
round a centre, and partially united; in nigilla darnas- 
cena their union is complete."* 

Professor Lindley thus explains the same view: — 
" Every flower, with its peduncle and bracteolse, being 
the development of a flower-bud, and flower-buds being 
altogether analogous to leaf-buds, it follows as a corol- 
lary that every flower, with its peduncle and bracteolse, 
is a metamorphosed branch. 

" And, further, the flowers being abortive branches, 
whatever the laws are of the arrangement of branches 
with respect to each other, the same will be the laws of 
the flowers with respect to each other. 

" In consequence of a flower and its peduncle being 
a branch in a particular state, the rudimentary or meta- 
morphosed leaves which constitute bracteae, floral en- 
velopes, and sexes, are subject to exactly the same laws 
of arrangement as regularly-formed leaves."f 
. The idea that the leaf is the principal organ of the 
plant, and that from it all the other organs are probably 
developed, is worthy the genius of the great German 
poet. 

Every leaf, a mystery in itself, is an individual gifted 
with peculiar powers ; they congregate in families, and 
each one ministers to the formation of the branch on 

* Die Metamorphose der Pflanzen : Goethe, sect. 78. 
f Lindley's Elements of Botany. 
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which it tangs, and to the main trunk of the tree of 
which it is a member. The tree represents a world, 
every part exhibiting a mutual dependence. 

"The one red leaf, the last of its clan, 
That dances as often as dance it can ; 
Hanging so light and hanging so high, 
On the topmost twig that looks up at the sky/' 

is influenced by, and influences, the lowest root which 
pierces the humid soil. Like whispering voices, the 
trembling leaves sing rejoicingly in the breeze and 
summer sunshine, and they tremble alike with agony 
when the equinoctial gale rends them from the parent 
stalk. The influences which pervade the whole, making 
np the sum of vital force, are disturbed by every move- 
ment throughout the system ; a wound on a leaf is 
known to disturb the whole, and an injury inflicted on 
the trunk interferes with the processes which are the 
functions of every individual leaf.* 

The consideration of the physical circumstances 
necessary to germination and vegetable growth, brings 
us acquainted with many remarkable facts. At a tem- 
perature below the freezing point, seeds will not eermi- 
nate; at the boiling point of water, a chemical cnange 
is produced in the grain, and its power of germinating ' 
is destroyed. Heat, therefore, is necessary to the de- 
Telopment of the embryo, but its power must only be 
exerted within certain prescribed limits : these limits 
are only constant for the same class of seeds, they vary 
with almost every plant. This is apparent to every one, 
in the different periods required for germinatiou by the 
seeds of dissimilar vegetables. 
• The seed is placed in the soil; shade is always — 

* See the very carious experiments of C. Matteucci. Traduit 
at extrait du " Cimento" — Archives des Sciences Physiques et 
Katurelles; Quelques Experiences sur la Respiration des Plant es. 
Kov.J846. 
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absolute darkness sometimes — necessary for the success 
of tEe germinating process. We have seen that the 
first operation of nature is purely a chemical one, but 
this manifestation of affinity is due to an exertion of 
force, which is directly dependent upon solar power. The 
seed is buried in the soil, when the genial showers of 
spring, and the increasing temperature of the earth, 
furnish the required conditions for this chemistry of 
life, and the plant eventually springs into sunshine. 
Thus we obtain evidence that even through some depth 
of soil the solar power, whatever it may be, is efficient, 
and that under its excitement, the first spring of life, 
in the. germ, is effected. 

The cotyledon* and the plumule being formed, the 
plant undergoes a remarkable change. The seed, like 
an animal, absorbed oxygen and exhaled carbonic acid; 
the first leaves secrete carbon from carbonic acid in- 
spired, and send forth, as useless to the plant, an excess 
of oxygen gas. 

This power of decomposing carbonic acid is a vital 
function which belongs to the leaves and bark. It 
has been stated, cm the authority of Liebig, that during 
the night the plant acts only as a mere bundle of fibres, 
— that it allows of the circulation of carbonic acid and 
its evaporation, unchanged. In his eagerness to support 
his chemical hypothesis of respiration, the able chemist 
neglected to inquire if this was absolutely correct. The 
healthy plant never ceases to decompose carbonic acid 
during one moment of its existence ; but during the 
night, when the excitement of light is removed, and the 
plant reposes, its vital powers are at their minimum of 
action, and a much less quantity is decomposed than 
when a stimulating sun, by the action of its rays, is 
compelling the exertion of every vital function. 

During this process, we have another example of 
natural organic chemistry. The four inorganic elements 
of which the vegetable kingdom is composed-roxygea* 
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hydrogen, ntrogen, and carbon — are absorbed as air or 
moisture by the leaves and through the roots, and tfce 
great phenomenon of vegetable life is the c o nv ers i on of 
these to an organic condition. Sugar and gnm are 
constantly produced, and from these, by combination 
with atmospheric nitrogen, a proteine compound is 
farmed, which is an essential element in the progress of 
development.* 

Plants growing in the light are beautifully green, the 
intensity of colouring increasing with the brilliancy of 
the light. Those whidh are grown in the dark are etio- 
lated, their tissues are weak and succulent, their leaves 
of a pale yellow. It is, therefore, evident that the' for- 
mation of this chlorophylle — as the green colouring 
matter of leaves is called — results from some action 
determined by the sun's rays. 

Chlorophylle is a carbonaceous compound formed in 
the leaves, serving, it would appear, many purposes in 
the process of assimilation. In Hie dark the plant still 
requires carbon for its farther development, and growing 
slowly, it removes it from the leaves, decomposing the 
dflorophylle, and supports its weak existence by preying 
on parts of its own structure, until at length, tins being 
exhausted, it actually perishes of starvation. 

Plants always turn towards the light : the guiding power 
we know not, but the evidence of some impulsive or at- 
tracting force is strong ; and the purpose for which they 
are constituted to obey it, is proved to be the dependence 
of vegetable existence upon luminous power. 

light is not, however, alone sufficient to perfect the 
plant : another ■agent is required to aid in the production 
of flowers and fruits, and this power is proved to be 
heat — «nd heat, peAsps, in some peculiar condition. 
Having reached that point of development when the 

* Consult Rural Economy, by J. B. Boussingauit ; The Chemical 
and Physiological Balance of Organic Nature, "by Dumas and 
Boussingauit; and Jgricuttnral Chemistry, by Liebig. 
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reproductive functions are, by another change in the 
chemical operations going on within the vegetable 
structure, to be called forth, it has been found that the 
heat rays become in a remarkable manner effective. It 
has also been observed that plants bend from the red, 
or calorific rays, instead of towards them, as they are 
found to do to every other ray of the spectrum. From 
this we may argue that the influence of these rays is to 
check the vegetation, and thus to ensure the perfection 
of the reproductive processes. 

It has already been stated that we have the means of 
separating, to a considerable extent, the three principles 
which we discover in the sunbeam, from each other, by 
the use of absorbent media. 

By a peculiar yellow glass we cut off the chemical 
principle of the sunbeam, and admit the passage of the 
luminous rays only — Light. 

By a cobalt blue glass we obstruct the light, but 
allow the chemical agent to pass through freely, without, 
indeed, any loss— Actinism. 

By a glass coloured deep blood-red by oxide of gold 
we obstruct the chemical principle and much of the 
light, but such a medium is perfectly transparent to 
Heat. 

Therefore, this gives us the means of experimenting 
with either of these principles, and of examining the 
parts which they respectively play in the work of 
organization. 

Some seeds being placed in the soil, in every respect 
in their natural conditions, duly supplied with moisture, 
and a uniform and proper temperature maintained, we 
place above the soil the three media above named, and 
allow one portion to be exposed to all the ordinary 
influences of the solar rays. 

The result will be, tha;t the seeds under the blue glass 
will germinate long before those which are exposed to 
the combined influences of the sunshine : a few of the 
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seeds will struggle into day under the red glass, but the 
process of germination is entirely checked under the 
yellow glass. Here we see that the chemical radiations 
have quickened the chemical changes, and accelerated 
the process, under the red glass, through which rays 
having some peculiar chemical action pass ; the germi- 
nating process, though checked, is not entirely stopped. 
Whereas, it would appear that under the influences of 
light winch has been deprived of chemical power, this 
conversion of the starch into gum and sugar, which 
appears to be necessary, is entirely prevented. 

If the experiment is continued, it will be found that 
under the blue glass the plants grow rapidly, but weakly ; 
and that instead of producing leaves and wood they 
consist chiefly of stalk, upon which will be seen here 
and there some abortive attempts to form leaves. 
When the process of germination has terminated, if the 
young plant is brought under the yellow glass, it grows 
most healthfully, and forms an abundance of wood, the 
leaves having an unusually dark green colour, from the 
formation of a large quantity of chlorophylle. Plants 
do not, however, produce flowers with readiness under 
this medium; but if, at the proper period, they are 
brought under the red glass, the flowering and fruiting 
processes are most effectively completed.* 

* The practical value of the discovery now described, will ho 
best understood from the following letter from Mr. Lawson, of 
Edinburgh :— 

Edinburgh, 1, George the Fourth's Bridge, 
Sept. 8, 1853. 

My deak Sib, — I am favoured with yours of the 5th, relative 
to my practical experience in the effect of the chemical agency of 
coloured media on the germination of seeds and the growth of 
plants. 

I must first explain that it is our practice to test the germi- 
nating powers of all seeds which come into our warehouses before 
we sena them out for sale ; and, of course, it is an object to dis- 
cover, with as little delay as possible, the extent that the vital 
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These experiments, simple as tfeey are, prove to ns 
the importance of light: the luminous principle of the 
sunbeam is exciting the vital powers of the plant to 
decompose carbonic acid and form wood; and the 
calorific agent, possibly under those modifications which 
have already been noticed as belonging to the para- 
thermic rays, is essential to the production of flower and 
fruit. 

Observations, which have been extended over many 
years, prove that with the seasons these solar powers are, 

principle is active, as the value comes to be depreciated in the 
ratio it is found to be dormant For instance, if we sow 100 
seeds of any sort, and the whole} germinate, the seed will be the 
highest current value ; hut if only 90 germinate, its value is 10 
per eent less ; if 80, then its value falls 20 per cent. 

I merely give this detail to show the practical value of this 
test, and the influence it exerts on the fluctuation of prices. 

Our usual plan formerly was to sow the seeds to be tested in a 
hot-bed or frame, and then watch the progress and note the results. 
It was usually from eight to fourteen days before we were in a 
condition to decide on the commercial value of the seed under 
trial. 

, My attention was, however, directed to your excellent work, 
" On the Physical Phenomena of Nature," about five years ago, 
and I resolved to put your theory to a practical test I accordingly 
had a case made, the sides of which were formed of glass coloured 
blue or indigo, which case I attached to a small gas stove for 
engendering heat ; in the case shelves were fixed in the inside, on 
which were placed small pots wherein the seeds to be tested were 
sown. 

The results were all that could be looked for : the seeds freely 
germinated in from two to five days only, instead of from eight to 
fourteen days as before. 

I have not carried our experiments beyond the germination of 
seeds, so that I cannot afford practical information as to the effect 
of other rays on the after culture of plants. 

I have, "however, made some trials with the yellow ray in pre- 
venting the germination of seeds, which have been successful ; 
and I have always found the violet ray prejudicial to the growth 
of the plant after germination.— I remain, my dear Sir, 
Very faithfully yours, 

Chables Lawson- 
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relatively to each other, subject to an interesting change. 
In the spring, die actinic or chemical power prevails, 
and during this period its agency is required for the 
vitalization of the germ. At the summer comes on, 
the actinic rays diminish, and those of light increase. 
Perhaps it would be more strictly correct to say that 
the luminous intensity being increased, the chemical 
power was retarded ; the former expression implies a 
variation in quantity, which may not be correct. We 
see the necessity for this, since luminous power is re- 
quired for the secretion of the carbon, with which the 
woody fibre is formed, and also for the elaboration of 
the proximate principles of tie pknt. Autumn, the 
season of fruit, is characterized by an increase of the 
heat rays, and a diminution of the others : this change 
being necessary, as science now teaches us, for the due 
production of flower and fruit. 

The calorific rays of the solar beam, to which the 
autumnal phenomena of vegetation appear particularly 
to belong, are of a peculiar character. They have been 
called the Parathermic rays, and exhibit a curious 
compound nature, To these rays we may refer the 
ripening of fruit and grain, and the browning of the leaf 
before its falL .May not the rise of the sap in spring 
be traced to the excitement of either light or actinism, 
and its Recession, in the autumn, to that power from 
which the pknt is found to bend, and which appears to 
be their modified form of heat ? 

There can be no doubt that the varieties of climate 
and the peculiarities of countries, as it regards their 
animal and vegetable productions, are dependent on the 
same causes. The distribution of species has been 
referred by some to specific centres of creation around 
which the plants and animals have spread, without 
reference to physical conditions. Although centres of 
creation may be admitted, these centres themselves 
have been determined by the physical fitness of eacb 
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centre to the conditions of the creation, and in like man* 
ner the migration of tribes is solely due to these 
physical forces we have been considering. In every 
zone we find that vegetable organization is peculiarly 
fitted for the considerations by which it is surrounded. 
Under the equator we have the spice-bearing trees, the 
nutmeg, the clove, the cinnamon, and the pepper-tree ; 
there we have also the odoriferous sandal, the ebony, 
the banyan, and the teak : we have frankincense, and 
myrrh, and other incense-bearing plants; the coffee- 
tree, the tea-plant, and the tamarind. 

A little further north we have the apricot, the citron, 
the peach, and the walnut. In Spain, Sicily, and Italy, 
we have the orange and lemon-tree blooming rich with 
perfume, and the pomegranate and the myrtle growing 
wild upon the rocks. Beyond the Alps the vegetation 
again changes ; instead of the cypress, the chesnut, and 
the cork-tree, which prevail to the south of them, we 
have the hardier oak, the beech, and the elm. Still further 
north, we have the Scotch and spruce fir and larch. 
On the northern shores of the Baltic, and in tha( line of 
latitude, the hazel alone appears ; and" beyond this the 
hoary alder, the sycamore, and the mountain ash. 
Within the Arctic circle we find the, mezereum, the 
water-lilies, and the globe-flowers; and, when the 
weakness of the solar radiations becomes too great even 
for these, the reindeer moss still lends an aspect of 
gladness to the otherwise sterile soil. 

The cultivation of vegetables depends on the tern* 
perature of the clime. The vine flourishes where the 
mean annual temperature ranges between 50° and 73°, 
.and it is only cultivated profitably within 80° S. and 50° 
N. of the equator. To the same limits is confined 
the cultivation of maize and of olives. Cotton is grown 
profitably up to latitude 46° in the Old World, but only 
up to 40° in the New. We have evidence derived from 
photographic phenomena, that the constitution of the 
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solar rays varies with the latitude. The effects of the , 
sun's rays in France and England in producing chemical 
change are infinitely more decided than, with far greater 
splendour of light, they are found to be in the lands 
under or near the equator. Indeed, the remarks made 
on the variations in the character of the sunbeam with 
the changing seasons, may apply equally to the variations 
in latitude. 

Fungals are among the lowest forms of vegetation, but 
in these we have peculiarities which appear to link them 
with the animal kingdom. Marcet found that mush- 
rooms absorbed oxygen, and disengaged carbonic acid. 
In all probability tins is only a chemical phenomenon 
of a precisely similar character to that which we know 
takes place with decaying wood. In the conversion of 
wood into humus, oxygen is absorbed, and combining with 
the carbon, it is evolved as carbonic acid. Of course we 
have the peculiar condition of vitality to modify the 
effect, and we have, too, in this class of plants, the ex- 
istence of a larger quantity of nitrogen than is found in 
any other vegetating substance. 

These few sketches of remarkable phenomena con- 
nected with vegetation are intended to show merely the 
operations of the physical powers of the universe, so far 
as we know them, upon these particular forms of 
organization. During the process of germination, 
electricity is, according to Pouillet, evolved ; and again, 
in ripening fruits, there appears to be some evidence of 
electrical currents. Vegetables are, however, in the 
growing state, such good conductors of electricity, that 
it is not, according to the laws of this force, possible 
that they should accumulate it; so that the luminous 
phenomena stated to have been observed cannot be due 
to this agency. We know, however, that under every 
condition of change, whether induced by chemical or 
calorific action, electricity is set in motion; and we 
have reasons for believing that the excitation of light 
will .also give rise to electrical circulation. 
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, The question, whether plants possess sensation, 
whether they hare any disposition of parte at all 
analogous to the nervous system of animals, has been 
often put forward, but as yet the answers have been 
mnBati s&ctory. The point is one well worthy all the 
attention of the vegetable physiologist ; but regarding 
plants as the Knk between the animal and ike mineral 
kingdom, — booking upon phyto-chemistry, as exhibited 
by' them, as the means employed to produce those more 
complex organizations which exist in animals, — we 
necessarily consider plants as mere natural machines 
for effecting organic arrangements, and, as such, that 
they cannot possess any nervous sensibility. Muscular 
contraction may be represented in many of their marvel- 
lous arrangements; and any disturbance produced by 
natural or artificial means would consequently effect a 
change in the operations of those forces which combine 
to produce vegetable life* Indeed, the experiments of 
Carlo Matteucci, already referred to, prove that an 
incision across a leaf, the fracture of a branch, or the 
mere bruising of any part erf the plant, interferes with 
the exercise of that power which, under the operation of 
luminous agency, decomposes carbonic acid, and effects 
the assimilation of the other elements. 

To recapitulate. A plant is an organized creation ; it is 
so in virtue of certain strange phyto-ehemical operations, 
which are rendered active by the solar influences 
involved in the great phenomena of light, and by the 
excitation of caloric force and electrical circulation. It 
ia a striking exemplification of the united action of 
certain empyreal powers, which give rise to the com- 
bination of inorganic principles under such forms that 
they become capable of obeying the mysterious impulses 
of life, 

The poet has imaged the agency of external powers in 
Tarious shapes of spiritualized beauty. Prom the god- 
dess Mora, and her attendant nymphs, to the romantic 
enchantress who called up flowers by the light touch of 
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her wand, we hare, in all these creations, foreshadowing* 
of the discovery of those power* which science has shown, 
are essential to vegetable life. A power from without 
influences the plant ; but the animal is dependent upon 
a higher agency which is potent within hira. 

The poet's dream pleases the imaginative mind; and, 
associating in oar ideas all that is graceful and loveable 
in the female form, with that diviner feeling which 
impresses the soul with the sense of some unseen 
spirituality, we pereexve in the goddess, the enchantress^ 
or the sylph, pure idealizations of the physical powers. 
The spirit floating over these forms of beauty, and 
adorning them with all the richness of colour — painting 
the rose, and giving perfume to the violet — is, in the 
poet's mind, one which ascends to nearly the highest 
point of etherealization, and which becomes, indeed, to 
him a spirit of light ; they ride upon the zephyrs, and 
they float, in all the luxury of an empyreal enjoyment, 
down to the earth upon a sunbeam. Such is the work 
of the imagination. What is the result of the search of 
plodding science after truth ? The sunbeam has been 
torn into rays, and every ray tasked to tell of its 
ministry. 

Nature has answered to some of the interrogations ; 
and, passing over all the earth, echoed from plant to 
plant, we have one universal cry proclaiming that every 
function of vegetable life is due to the spirits of the 
sun. 

The mighty Adansonia of Senegal, hoary with the 
mosses of five thousand years, — the Pohon upas in their 
deadly valleys, — the climbing lianas of the Guiana 
forests, — the contorted serpent-cactus on the burning 
hills, — the oaks, which spread their branches in our 
tempered climes,— -the glorious flowers of the inter- 
tropical regions, and those which gem our virent plains, — 
the reindeer lichen of northern lands, and the confervas 
of the silent pool, — the greatest and humblest creations' 
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of the vegetable world, — all proclaim their direct 
dependence upon the mysterious forces which are bound 
together in the silver thread of Light. 

These undulations, pulsations too refined for mortal 
ears, which quicken and guide these wonderful organ- 
isms, may be indeed regarded as sphered music for ever 
repeating the Divine command, " Let there be Light," 
by the creation of which, a dark and dreary chaos was 
moulded into a star of beauty, capable of radiating bright- 
ness to other space-wandering worlds. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



PHENOMENA OP ANIMAL LIPE. 



Distinction between the Kingdoms of Nature — Progress of Ani- 
mal Life — Sponges — Polypes — Infusoria — Animalcula — 
Phosphorescent Animals — Annelidans — Myriapoda — Ani- 
mal Metamorphoses — Fishes — Birds — Mammalia — Ner- 
vous System — Animal Electricity — Chemical Influences — 
Influence of Light on Animal Life— Animal Heat — Mecha- 
nical Action— Nervous Excitement — Man and the Animal 
Races, &c. 

"A stone grows; plants grow and live; animals grow, 
Kve, and feel." Such were the distinctions made by 
Linnseas, between the conditions of the three kingdoms 
of nature. We cannot, however, but regard them as 
in all respects illogical. The stone — a solid mass of 
unorganized particles — enlarges, if placed in suitable 
conditions, by the accretion of other similar particles 
around it; but it does not, according to any meaning- 
in which we use the word, grow. Plants and animals 
grow; and they differ, probably, only in the phenomena 
of sensation. Yet, the trembling mimosa, and several 
other plants, appear to possess as much feeling as 
sponges and some of the lower classes of animals. By 
this definition, however, of the celebrated Swedish 
naturalist, we have a popular and simple expression of.a 
great fact. 

As we have only to examine the question of the 
agency of the physical forces upon animal life, we must 
necessarily confine our attention to the more striking 
phenomena with which science has made us acquainted : 
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and, having briefly traced the apparent order in which 
the advance of organization proceeded, we must direct 
our few concluding remarks to the physico-physiological 
influences, which we must confess to know but too 
imperfectly. 

We learn that, during the states of progress which 
geology, looking into the arcana of time, has made us 
acquainted with, a great variety of animal forms were 
brought into existence. They lived their periods. The 
conditions of the surface of the earth, the sea, or the 
atmosphere, were altered ; and, no longer fitted for the 
enjoyments of the new life, these races passed away, and 
others occupied their places, which, in turn, went 
through all the stages of growth, maturity, and decay ; 
until at length, the earth being constituted for the 
abode of the highest order of animals, they were called 
into existence ; and man, the intellectual monarch of 
the world, was placed supreme amongst then* all. Types 
of nearly all those forma of life which are found in the 
fossil state are how in existence ; and if we examine tie 
geographical distribution of animals — the zones of 
elevation over the surface of the earth, and the zones of 
depth in the ocean, — we shall find, now existing, animal 
•creations strikingly analogous to the primitive forn» 
and conditions of the earth's inhabitants. Prom the 
depths of the ocean we may even new study — as that 
most indefatigable naturalist, Professor Edward Forbes, 
has done — the varying states of organisation under the 
circumstances- of imperfect light and varying tem- 
perature.* 

The gradual advance of animal life in the ascending 
strata has led to many speculations^ ingenious, and 

* Report* eftke Faema of the JBgeem: by Professor Forbes.— 
Reports of the British Association. On the Physical Conditio** 
■affecting the Distribution 0/ Life in the Sea and the Mtnoephere* $c : 
by Dr. Williams. Swansea. 
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refined, on the progressive development of animals. 
That the changes of the inorganic world have impressed 
new conditions on the organic structures of ainmak, to 
meet the necessities of their being, must be admitted. 
Comparative ^anatomy has demonstrated that such sup- 
posed differences really existed between the creatures of 
secondary formations — those of the tertiary and the 
present periods. It has been imagined, but upon de- 
batable foundations, that the atmosphere, during the 
secondary periods, was highly charged with carbonic 
acid ; and, consequently, that though beneficial to the 
growth of plants, and peculiarly fitted for the conditions 
required by those which the fossil flora makes us ac- 
quainted with, it was not adapted to support any animals 
above the slow-breathing, cold-blooded fishes and reptiles. 
Under the action of the super-luxuriant vegetation of 
these periods, this carbonic acid is supposed to have been 
jemoved, an addition of oxygen furnished ; mad thus, 
consequently, the earth gradually fitted for the abode of 
warm-blooded and quick-breathing creatures. We do, 
indeed, find a very marked line between the fossil 
remains of the has formations which enclose the 
saurians, and the wealden, in which birds make their 
appearanee more numerously than in any previous for- 
mation. 

Founded upon these facts, speculations have been put 
forth on the gradual development of animals from the 
lowest up to the highest orders. Between (the polype 
.and man a continuous series has been imagined, every 
link; of the chain being traced into connection with the 
one immediately succeeding it; and, through all the 
divisions, zoophytes, fishes, amphibia, reptiles, birds, and 
mammalia are seen, according to tins hypothesis, to be 
derived by gradual advancement from the preceding 
orders. The nrst having given rise ito amphibia, — the 
amphibion gives birth to the reptile, — the reptile ad- 
vances to the bird, — -and from tins class is developed the 

c c 
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mammal. A slight investigation will convince us that 
this view has no foundation. Although a certain re- 
lationship may be found between some of the members 
of one class, and those of the other immediately joining 
it, yet this is equally discovered to exist towards 
classes more remote from each other ; and in no one 
instance can we detect anything like the passage of an 
animal of one class into an animal of another. Until 
this is done, we cannot but regard the forms of animal 
life as distinct creations, each one fitted for its state of 
being, springing from the command of the great Firsrt 
Cause.* 

But it is time to quit these speculative questions, and 
proceed to the examination of the general conditions of 
animal life at the present time. 

Lowest in the scale of animals, and scarcely distin- 
guishable from a vegetable, we find the sponge, attached 
to and passing its life upon a rock, exhibiting, indeed, 
less signs of feeling than many of the vegetable tribes. 
The chemical differences between vegetables and sponges 
are, however, very decided ; and we find in the tissues 
of the sponge a large quantity of nitrogen, a true animal 
element, which exists, but in smaller quantities, in 
vegetables. 

These creations, standing between vegetable and 
animal life, possess the singular power of decomposing 
carbonic acid, as plants do ; and the water in which they 
live always contains an excess of free oxygen. 

The polypes are a remarkably curious class. " Fixed 
in large arborescent masses to the rocks of tropical seas, 
or in our own climate attached to shells or other sub- 
marine substances, they throw out their ramifications in 
a thousand beautiful and plant-like forms ; or, incrusting 
the rocks at the bottom of the ocean with calcareous 
earth, separated from the water which bathes them, they 

* The Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation. 
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silently build up reefs and shoals, justly dreaded by the 
navigator; and sometimes giving origin, as they rise 
to the surface of the sea, to islands, which the lapse of 
ages clothes with luxuriant verdure, and peoples with 
appropriate inhabitants."* 

Most of the polypes are fixed and stationary ; but the 
hydra and some others have the power of changing their 
positions, which they do in search of the light of the 
sun. They do not appear to have organs of sight re- 
quiring light ; but still they delight in the solar influences. 
The most extraordinary feet connected with the hydra 
is its being multiplied by division. If an incision be 
made in the side of a hydra, a young polype soon de- 
velopes itself; and if one of these creatures be divided, 
it quickly restores the lost portion of its structure* The 
varieties of the polypes are exceedingly numerous, and 
many of them are in the highest degree curious, and 
often very beautiful. The actiniae, like flowers, appear 
to grow from the rocks, unfolding their tentacula to the 
light ; and, in the excitement due to their eagerness for 
prey, they exhibit a beautiful play of colours and most 
interesting forms. Microscopic zoophytes of the most 
curious shapes are found,— all of which attest, under 
examination, the perfection of all created things. 

Infusoria and animalcula, — animals, many of them, 
appearing under the microscope as little more than a 
transparent jelly, — must be recognized as the most 
simple of the forms of life. They exist in all waters 
in uncountable myriads ; and, miuute creatures as 
they are, it has been demonstrated that many of the 
great limestone hills are composed entirely of their 
remains. 

The acalephse, or the phosphorescent animals of the 
ocean, are no less curious. From creatures of the most 

* General Outline of the Animal Kingdom : by Professor Thomas 
E-yraer Jones, F.Z.S, 
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minute size, they extend to a considerable magnitude,, 
yet they appear to be little more than animated masses 
of sea-water. If any one of these sea-jellies, or jelly- 
fishes as they are often called (even the largest varieties 
of them), is cast upon the shore, it is soon, by the in- 
fluence of the sun, converted into a mere fibre no thicker 
than a cobweb : an animal weighing seven or eight 
pounds is very soon reduced to as many grains. There 
are numerous kinds of these singular creatures, most of 
which are remarkable for the powerful phosphorescent 
light they emit. The heroes and the ptthnoniprade Bhine 
with an intense white light many feet below the surface, 
whilst the Cesfum Veneris, or girdle of Venus, gliding 
rapidly along, presents, on the edge of the wave, an xm- 
dulatihg riband of £ame of considerable 'length. There 
can be no doubt that this arises from the emission of 
phosphorescent matter of an unknown kind from the 
bodies of these animals. 

The microscope has made us familiar with the mys- 
teries of a minute creation which we should not other- 
wise have comprehended. These creatures are found 
inhabiting the waters and the land, and they exist in 
the intestinal structure of plants and animals, preying 
upon the nutritive juices which' pass through their 
systems. Although these bangs are so exceedingly 
small that even the most practised observer cannot 
detect them with the naked eye, they are proved, by 
careful examination under the microscope, t© be in many 
cases elaborately organized. Ehrenberg has discovered 
in them filamentary nerves and nervous masses, and 
even vessels appropriated to the circulation of fluids, 
showing that they belong really to a high condition of 
existence. 

Passing over many links in that curious chain which 
appears to bind the animal kingdom into a complete 
whole, we come to the articulata of Cuvier — the homo- 
gangliata of Owen. 
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All those creature* which we have been hitherto con- 
•sidering are too imperfect in the construction of their 
simple organizations to maintain a terrestrial existence ; 
they are, therefore, confined to a watery medium. In 
the articulate we hare evidences of higher attributes, 
and indications of instincts developed in proportion to 
the increased perfection of organization. Commencing 
with the annelidans, all of which, except the earth- 
worms, are inhabitants of the waters, we proceed to the 
myriapoda, presenting a system intermediate in every 
respect between that of worms and insects ; we then 
find embraced in the same order, the class insecta, 
which includes flies and beetles of all kinds; and, 
as lie fourth division of articulated beings, the acach- 
nidans or spiders ; and, lastly, the marine tribe of crus- 
taceans. 

The most remarkable phenomena connected with 
these animals are the metamorphoses which they 
undergo. The female butterfly, for instance, lays eggs, 
which, when hatched, produce caterpillars : these live 
in this state for some time, feeding upon vegetables, 
and, after casting their skins as they increase in size, 
at last assume an entirely different state, and, dormant 
in their oblong case, they appear like dead matter. 
This chrysalis, or pupa, is generally preserved from 
injury by being embedded in the earth, from which, 
after a season, a beautifully perfect insect escapes, and, 
floating on the breeie of summer, enjoys its sunshine, 
and revels amidst its flowera. 

No less remarkable ia the metamorphosis of the ca* 
ducibranchiate amphibia, passing through the true fish 
condition of the tpdpole to the perfect air-breathing 
and four-footed animal, the frog; 

A metamorphosis of the crustaceans, somewhat similar 
to that which takes place m insects, has been of late 
.years creating much discussion amongst naturalists r 
but the question appears to be now settled by the 
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careful and long^continued observations of Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. R. C. Couch. 

A wide line of demarcation marks thp separation of 
the invertebrata from the four great classes of vertebrate 
animals — fishes, reptiles, birds, and mammalia. Every 
part of the globe, — the ocean and the inland lake, — the 
wide and far- winding river, and the babbling stream, — 
the mountain and the valley, — the forest with its depth 
of shade, and the desert with its intensity of light, — 
the cold regions of the frost-chained north, and the 
fervid clime within the tropics — presents for our study 
innumerable animals, each fitted for the conditions to 
which it is destined ; and through the whole we find a 
gradual elevation in the scale of intelligence, until at 
last, separated from all by peculiar powers, we arrive at 
man himself. 

In each of these four classes the animals are fur- 
nished with a bony skeleton, which is in the young 
animal little more than cartilage ; but, as growth in- 
creases, lime becomes deposited, and a sufficient degree 
of hardness is thus produced to support the adult for- 
mation. Some anatomists have endeavoured to show 
that even in the mechanical structure of the bony fabrics 
of animals, we are enabled to trace a gradual increase 
in 'the perfection of arrangement, from the fish until the 
most perfect is found in man. Many of the mammalia, 
however, are furnished with skeletons which really 
surpass that of man. These belong to animals which 
depend for subsistence upon their muscular powers, and 
with whom man is, in this particular, on no equality. 
What is the lord of the creation, compared with the 
antelope for fleetness, or with the elephant and many 
other animals for strength? 

As we ascend the scale of animal life we find a more 
perfectly developed nervous system; and the relative 
size of the brain, compared with that of the brute, is 
found progressively to increase, until it arrives at the 
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utmost perfection in man. On the system of nerves 
depends sensation, and there can be no doubt that the 
more exalted the order of intelligence displayed, the 
more exquisitely delicate is the nervous system. Thus, 
in this world, refined genius must necessarily be at- 
tended with a condition of sensibility which, too fre- 
quently, to the possessor is a state of real disease. 

It must be evident to every reader that but very few 
of the striking features of animal life have been men- 
tioned in the rapid survey which has been taken of the 
progress of animal organization. The subject is so 
extensive that it would be quite impossible to embrace 
it within any reasonable limits; and it furnishes 
matter so carious and so instructive, that, having once 
entered on it, it would have been difficult to have made 
any selection, and we must have devoted a volume to 
the aesthetics of natural science. Passing it by, there- 
fore, with the mere outline which has been given, we 
must proceed to consider some of the conditions of 
Titality. 

Bell has proved that one set of nerves is employed in 
conveying sensation to the brain, and another set in 
transferring the desires of the will to the muscles. By 
the separation of a main branch of one of the nerves 
of sensation, although all the operations of life will still 
proceed, the organ to which that nerve goes is dead to 
its particular sense. In like manner, if one of the 
nerves of volition is divided, the member will not obey 
the inclination of the brain. It is evident, therefore, 
although many of the great phenomena of vital force 
are dependent on the nervous system, and the paralysis 
of a member ensues upon the separation or the disease 
of a nerve, that the nerves are but the channels through 
which certain influences are carried. The vis vita or 
vital principle — for we are compelled by the imperfection 
of our knowledge to associate under this one term the 
ultimate causes of many of thd phenomena of life — is i 
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power -which, although constantly employed, ha* the 
capability of continually renewing itself by aome inex- 
plicable connection existing between it and many- 
external influences* We knew that certain conditions 
are necessary to the health of animals. Diseased diges- 
tion, or any interruption in the circulation of the blood, 
destroys the vital force, and death ensues* The pro* 
cesses of digestion and of the circulation are perfectly 
understood, yet we are no nearer the great secret of the 
living principle. 

Animals are dependent on several external agents for 
the support of existence. The oxygen ef the air is 
necessary for respiration. Animal heat, as will be 
shown presently, is in a great measure dependent upon 
it The external heat is so regulated that aariinmft 
existence is comfortably supported. Electricity is 
without doubt an essential element in the living pro- 
cesses; and, indeed, many physiologists have been 
inclined to refer vital force to the development of elec- 
tricity by chemical action in the brain. This view^has, 
however, no foundation in experiment beyond that 
afforded by the appearance of electric currents, whoa 
the brain is excited. This proves no more than thai 
the operations of mind develope physical power in the 
matter with which it is mysteriously connected. 

The phenomena of the Torpedo and Gymnotus we 
hove already noticed,* and there are other erestuses 
which certainly possess the power of secreting and dis- 
charging electricity. Galvanfs experiments, and thoee 
of Aldini, appear to show — and the more delicate 
researches of Matteueci have satismctoriry determined 

* Is addition to the memoirs already referred to, Note p. 211, 
see Carlisle, On the battery of the Torpedo* governed b$ a volmntarf 
muscle. — Phil. Trans., vol. xcv. p. 11. Todd, Experiments on the 
Torpedo of the Cape of Good Hope. — Ibid., vol. cvi. p. 120. Todd, 
Experiments on the Torpedo Eleetrieus at La BocheUe.—IbitiL, 
voL cviL p. 82. 
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— that currents of electricity are always circulating in 
the animal frame ; — that positive electricity is constantly 
passing from the interior to the exterior of a muscle. 
Matteucci, by arranging- a series of muscles, has formed 
an electric pile of some energy.* These currents 
hape been detected in man, in pigeons, fowls, eels, and 
frogs. 

In the human body it is evident a large quantity of 
electricity exists in a state of equilibrium. Du Bois 
Raymond has shown that we may by mere muscular 
motion give rise to electric currents which can be 
measured by the galvanometer. This, however, may be 
said of every substance. It is perhaps more easily dis- 
turbed in the human system ,* indeed, the manifestation 
of sparfa from the hah- and other parts of the body: by 
friction is not uncommon. Every chemical action, it 
has been already shown, gives rise to electrical mani- 
festations ; and the animal body is a laboratory, beauti- 
fully fitted with apparatus, in which nearly every 
chemical process is going on. It has been proved that 
add and alkafine principles are constantly acting upon 
each other through the tissues of the animal frame ; 
and we have the curious phenomena of endosmose and 
exosmose in constant effort, and catalysis or surfaee/brce, 
operating in a mysterious manner, f 

With the refined physiological questions connected 
with the phenomena of sensation we cannot deal, nor 
will any argument be adduced for or against the hy- 

* For a concise account of these experiments see Element* of 
Natural Philosophy : by Golding Bird, A.M., M.D., &o. 3rd Edir 
tion, chap, xx p. 336. In this work all the most recent researches 
are given, and the authorities referred to ; see also Matteuocf s 
interesting papers already quoted. 

\ On the laws according to which the mining of fluids, and their 
penetration into permeable substances, occurs, with special referenm 
to the processes in the Human and Animal Organism, by Julius 
Vogel, of Giessen : translated for the Cavendish Society. *Liebig, 
On the Motion of the Mee* in the Animal Body. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



894 LIGHT, AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT. 

pothesis which would refer these phenomena to some 
extraordinary development of electric force in the brain. 
The entire subject appears to stand beyond the true 
limits of science, and every attempt to pass it is in- 
variably found to lead to a confused mysticism, in which 
the real and the ideal are strangely Unfounded. Science 
stops short of the phenomena of vital action. 

We cannot, however, but refer to the idea entertained 
by many that the brain is an electric battery, and the 
nerves a system of conductors. On this view Sir John 
Herschel remarks: — If the brain be an electric pile 
constantly in action, it may be conceived to discharge 
itself at regular intervals, when the tension of the elec- 
tricity reaches a certain point, along the nerves which 
communicate with the heart, and thus excite the pul- 
sation of that organ." Priestley, however, appears to 
have been the first to promulgate this idea. 

Light is an essential element in producing the grand 
phenomenon of life, though its action is ill understood. 
Where there is light, there is life, and any deprivation 
of this principle is rapidly followed by disease of the 
animal frame, and the destruction of the mental faculties. 
We have proof of this in the squalor of those whose ne- 
cessities compel them to labour in places to which the 
blessings of sunshine never penetrate, as in our coal- 
mines, where men having everything necessary for health, 
except light, exhibit a singularly unhealthy appearance. 
The state of fatuity and wretchedness to which those 
individuals have been reduced who have been subjected 
for years to incarceration in dark dungeons, may be re- 
ferred to the same deprivation. Again, in the peculiar 
aspect of those people who inhabit different regions of 
the earth under varying influences of light, we see evi- 
dence of the powerful effects of solar action. Other 
forces, as yet undiscovered, may, in all probability do, 
exert decided influences on the animal economy ; but* 
although we recognize many effects which we cannot 
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refer to any known causes/ we are perfectly unable to 
imagine the sources from which they spring. 

It will be interesting now to examine the phenomena 
of animal heat, the consideration of which naturally leads 
us to consider the digestive system, the circulatory pro- 
cesses, and the effects of nervous excitation. 

The theory, which attributes animal heat to the 
combination of the carbon of the food taken into the 
stomach with the oxygen of the air inspired through 
the lungs, has become a very favourite one. It must, 
however, be remembered that it is by no means new. 
The doctrines of Brown, known as the Brunonian 
system, and .set forth in his Elementa Medicina, are 
founded upon similar hasty generalizations. Although, 
without doubt, true in a certain degree, it is not so to 
the extent to which its advocates would have us believe. 
That the carbonaceous matter received into the stomach, 
after having undergone the process of digestion, enters 
into combination with the oxygen breathed through the 
lungs or absorbed by the skin, and is given off from 
the body in the form of carbonic acid, and that, during the 
combination, heat is produced, by a process similar to 
that of ordinary combustion, is an established fact ; but 
the idea of referring animal heat entirely to this chemical 
source, when there are other well-known causes pro- 
ducing calorific effects, is an example of the errors into 
which an ingenious mind may be led, when eagerly 
seeking to establish a favourite hypothesis. 

Animal and vegetable diet, which is composed largely 
of carbon and hydrogen, passes into the digestive 
system, and becomes converted into the various matters 
required for the support of the animal structure. The 
blood is the principal fluid employed in distributing over 
the system the necessary elements of health and vigour, 
and for restoring the waste of the body. This fluid, in 
passing through the lungs, undergoes a very remarkable, 
change, and not merely assumes a different colour, but 
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really acquires new properties, from its exposure to the 
air with which the cells of these organs axe filled. By 
a true chemical process, the oxygen is separated from 
the air, that oxygen is made to combine with the carbon 
and hydrogen, and carbonic acid and water are formed. 
These are liberated and thrown off from the body either 
t&rough the lungs or by the skin. In the processes of 
life, as far as we are enabled to trace them, we see 
actions going on which are referred to certain causes 
which we appear to explain. Thus, the combination of 
the oxygen of the air with the carbon of the blood is 
truly designated a case of chemical affinity; and we 
find that in endeavouring to imitate the processes of 
nature in the laboratory, we are, to a certain extent, 
suoeessftil. We can combine carbon and oxygen to 
produce carbonic acid ; and we know that the result of 
that combination is the development of certain definite 
quantities of heat. Let us examine the conditions of 
this chemical phenomenon, and we shall find that in the 
natural and artificial processes, — for we must be allowed 
to make that distinction, — there are analogous circum- 
stances. If we place a piece of pure carbon, a lump of 
charcoal or a diamond, in a vessel of air, or even of pure 
oxygen gas, no change will take place in either of these 
elements, and, however long they may be kept together, 
they will still be found as carbon or diamond,, and 
oxygen gas. If we apply heat to the carbon until it 
becomes incandescent, it immediately begins to com- 
bine with the oxygen gas, — it burns; — after a little 
time all the carbon has disappeared, and we shall find, 
if the experiment has been properly made, that a gas is 
left behind which is distinguished by properties in every 
respect the reverse of those of oxygen, supporting neither 
life nor combustion, whereas oxygen gives increased 
vigour to both. We have now, indeed, carbonic acid 
.gas formed by the union of the two principles. 

A dead mass of animal matter may be placed in 
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oxygen gas, and, unless some peculiar conditions are in 
some way brought about, no change will take place ; 
but, if it were possible to apply the spark of life to it, 
as we light up the spark in the other case, or if, as that 
is beyond the power of man, we substitute a living 
creature, a combination between the carbon of the 
animal and the gas will immediately begin, and carbonic 
acid will be formed by the waste of animal matter, as 
in the other case it is by the destruction of the carbon ; 
and, if there is not a fresh supply given, the animal 
must die, from the exhaustion of its fabric. Now, in 
both these cases, it is clear that, although this chemical 
union is a proximate cause of heat, there must be 
existing some power superior to it, as the ultimate cause 
thereof. 

The slow combustion (eremacausis) of vegetable 
matter, decomposing under the influence of moisture 
and the air, does not present similar conditions to those 
of the human body, although it has been insisted upon: 
to be in every respect analogous. That the results 
resemble each other is true, but we must carefully dis- 
tingukh between effects and causes ; and the results of 
chemical decomposition in inert matter differ from those 
in the living organism. The vegetable matter has lost 
the principle of organic life, and, that gone, the tendency 
of all things being to be resolved into their most simple 
forms, a disunion of the elements commences : oxygen, 
hydrogen, and carbon pass off either in the gaseous 
state or as water, whilst some carbon is liberated in a 
very finely-divided condition, and enters slowly into 
combination with oxygen supplied by the water or the 
air. Hydrogenous compounds are at the same time 
formed, and, under all these circumstances, as in all 
other chemical phenomena, an alteration of temperature 
results. Heat results from the chemical changes, and 
eventually true combustion begins. 

The animal tissue may act in the same way as platina 



d by Google 



398 MYSTERIES OF LITE. 

has already been shown to act in producing combination 
between gases; but of this we have no proof. We 
know that electricity is capable of producing the 
required conditions, and we also learn, from the beau- 
tiful researches of Faraday, that the quantity of elec- 
tricity developed during decomposition is exactly equal 
to that required to effect the combination of the same 
elements. Thus it is quite clear that, during the com- 
bination of the carbon of the blood with the oxygen of 
the air, a large amount of electricity must become 
latent in the compound. The source of this we know 
not : it may be derived from some secret spring within 
the living structure, or it may be gathered from the 
matter surrounding it. There is much in nervous exci- 
tation which appears like electrical phenomena, and 
attempts have been frequently made to refer sensation 
to the agency of electricity. But these are the dreams 
of the ingenious, for which there is but little waking 
reality. 

Every mechanical movement of the body occasions 
the development of heat ; every exertion of the muscles 
produces sensible warmth ; and, indeed, it can be shown 
by experiment that every expansion of muscular fibre is 
attended with the escape of caloric, and its contraction 
with the absorption of it. There are few operations of 
the mind which do not excite the latent caloric of the 
body, and frequently we find it manifested in a very re- 
markable manner by a suddenly-awakened feeling. The 
poet, in the pleasure of creation, glows with the ardour 
of Ins mind, and the blush of the innocent is but the 
exhibition of the phenomenon under some nervous ex- 
citation, produced by a spirit-disturbing thought. Thus 
we see that the processes of digestion and respiration 
are not the only sources of animal heat, but that many 
others exist to which much of the natural temperature 
of the body must be referred. 

So much that is mysterious belongs to the phenomena 
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of life, that superstition has had a wide scope for the 
exercise of its influence ; and through all ages a powerful 
party of mankind have imagined that the spirit of 
human curiosity must be checked before it advances to 
remove the veil from any physiological causes. Hence 
it is that even at the present day so much that stands 
between what, in our ignorance, we call the real and the 
supernatural, remains uninvestigated. Even those men 
whose mind are sceptical upon any development of the 
truths of great natural phenomena, — who, at all events, 
will have proof before they admit the evidence, are 
ready to give credit to the grossest absurdities which 
may be palmed upon them by ingenious charlatans, 
where the subject is man and his relations to the 
spiritual world. 

Man, and the races of animals by which he is sur- 
rounded, present a very striking group, consider them 
in whatever light we please. The gradual improvement 
of organic form, and the consequent increase of sen- 
sibility, and eventually the development of reason, are 
the grandest feature of animated creation. 

The conditions as to number even of the various 
classes are not the least remarkable phenomena of life. 
In the lowest orders of animals, creatures of imperfect 
organization, — consequently those to whom the condi- 
tions of pain must be nearly unknown, — increase by 
countless myriads. Of the infusoria and other beings, 
entire mountains have been formed, although micro- 
scopes of the highest powers are required to detect an 
individual. Higher in the scale, even among insects, 
the same remarkable conditions of increase are observed. 
Some silkworms lay from 1,000 to 2,000 eggs; the 
wasp deposits 3,000; the ant from 4,000 to 5,000. 
The queen bee lays between 5,000 and 6,000 eggs 
according to Burmeister ; but Kirby and Spence state 
that in one season the number may amount to 40,000 or 
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50,000. But, *bove all, the white ant (7brme$fataR$ 
produces 86,400 eggs each day, which, continuing for a 
hmar month, gives the astonishing number of 2,419^00, 
a number far exceeding that produced by any known 
animal. 

These may appear like the statements in which i 
fictiamst might indulge, but they axe the sober truths 
discovered by the most palms-taking and cwtioti* 
observer*. And it is necessary that such condition* 
should prevail. These insects, and all the lower-tribes 
of the animal kingdom, furnish food for the more 
elevated races. Thousands are born in an hour, and 
milhans upon millions perish in a day. for the sup* 
part of organic life, like matter is required; and we 
find that the creatures who are destined to became the 
prey of others are so constituted that they pass from 
life with a perfect unconsoionsnees of suffering. As the 
animal creation advances in siae and strength, their 
increase becomes limited; and thus they are prevented 
from maintaining by numbers that dominion over the 
world which they would be enabled from their powers 
to do, were their bands more numerous than we now 
find them* 

The comparative strength, too, of the insect tsibes has 
era* been a subject of wonder and of admiration to the 
naturalist. The strength of these minute creatures is 
enormous; their muscular power, in relation to their 
siae, far exceeds that of any other animal. The grass- 
hopper will spring two hnncteed times the length of its 
own body. The dragonfly, by its strength of wing, wffl 
sustain itself in the air for a long summer day with 
unabated speed. The house-fly makes six hundred 
strokes with its wings, which will cany, it five feet, 
every second. The stag-beetle, were it the size of the- 
elephant, would be able to tear up the largest mountains. 

Such are the wonders of the natural world ; f ram the 
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zoophyte, growing like a flowering plant* upon an 
axis filled with living pith — a small remove from the 
conditions of vegetable life, upwards through the myriads 
of breathing things — to man, we see the dependence 
of all upon these physical powers which we have been 
considering. 

To trace the effects of those great causes through all 
their mysterious phases is the work of inductive science ; 
and the truths discovered tend to fit us for the enjoy- 
ment of the eternal state of high intelligence to which 
every human soul aspires. 

That which the ignorant man calls the supernatural, 
the philosopher classes amongst natural phenomena. 
The ideal of the credulous man becomes the real to him 
who will bend his mind to the task of inquiry. There- 
fore to attempt to advance our knowledge of the un- 
known, to add to the stores of truth, is an employment 
worthy the high destiny of the human race. Remem- 
bering that the revelations of natural science cannot in 
any way injure the revelation of eternal truth, but, on 
the contrary, aid to establish in .the minds of the doubt* 
ing a firm conviction of its Divine origin and of man's 
high position, we need never fear that we are proceeding 
too far with any inquiry, so long as we are cautious to 
examine the conditions of our own minds, that they 
be not made the dupe of the senses. 

In the fairies of the hills and valleys, in the gnomes 
of the caverns, in the spirits of the elements, we have 
the attempts of the mind, when the world was young, 
to give form to the dim outshadowings of something 
which was then felt to be hidden behind external 
nature. 

In the Oread, the Dryad, and the Nereid, we have, in 
like manner, an embodiment of powers which the poet- 
philosopher saw in his visions presiding over the moun- 

* A General Outline of the Animal Kingdom: by Thomas Rymer 
Jones, p. 54, et seq. 

D D 
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tain, the forest, and the ocean. Content with these, 
invested as they were with poetic beauty, mm for ages 
held them most religiously sacred ; but the progress of 
natural science has destroyed tins diss of creations. 
" Gtaeat Pan is dead," but the mountains are 1 not voice- 
less; they speak in a more convincing tone; andy 
instead of the ear catching the dying echo of an obscure 
truth, it is gladdened with the foil, dear mote of natuue 
in the sweetest voice proclaiming secrets which were 
unknown to the dreams of superstition. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

GENEBAL CONCLUSIONS. 

The Changes produced on Physical Phenomena, by the Move- 
ment of the Solar System considered— Exertion of tbe 
Physical Forces through the Celestial Spaces — The Balance 
of Powers— Varieties of Matter — Extension of Matter — 
Theory of Nonentity — A Material Creation an indisputable 
fact — Advantages of th Afcdy of Science — Conclusion. 

We hare examined terrestrial phenomena under many 
of the harmonious conditions which, with our limited 
intelligence, we can reach by the aid of science. From 
the first exhibition of force, in the cohesion of twer 
atoms, onward to the full development of organic form 
in the highest order of animals, we h*ve observed 
strange mfmences. We have seen the solitary molecule 
invested with peculiar properties, and regulated by 
mighty forces; we have learned that the modes of 
motion given to this beautiful sphere produce curious 
•changes in the operation of these powers; and we may 
with safety infer that every atom constituting this globe 
is held in wonderful suspension against every atom of 
every star, in the celestial spaces, even to that bright 
orb in the centre of the Pleiades, around which the 
entire system of created worlds is supposed to rolL 

As we move around our own sun — in the limited 
period of 365 days, and round our own axis in 24 hours 
— we experience transitions from heat to cold, depend- 
ent upon our position in regard to that luminary and 
the laws which regulate the reception and retention of 
certain physical forces. May we not therefore conclude, 
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without being charged with making any violent deduc- 
tion, that in the great revolution of our system around 
the centre of space, we are undergoing gradual changes, 
which are essential to the great scheme of creation,, 
though at present incomprehensible to us? 

In our consideration of the influence of time on the 
structure of the earth as we find it, we discovered that, 
in ages long past, the vegetation of the tropics existed 
upon these northern parts of the globe ; and geological 
research has also proved that over the same lands the 
cold of an arctic winter must have long prevailed — the 
immense glaciers of that period having left the marks of 
their movements upon the face of the existing rocks.* 
We know that during 3,000 <f£ars no change of tem- 
perature has taken place iri^he European climate. 
The children of Israel found the date and the vine 
flourishing in Canaan ; and they exist there still. 
Arago has shown that a trifling alteration of tempera- 
ture would have destroyed one or the other of these: 
fruit-bearing trees, since the vine will not ripen where 
the mean temperature of the year is higher than 84°, or 
the date flourish where it sinks below that degree. 

How immense, then, the duration of time since these 
changes must have taken place ! The 432,000 years of 
Oriental mythology is a period scarcely commensurable 
with these effects ; yet, to the creature of three-score 
years, that period appears an eternity. The thirty-three 
millions of geographical miles which our solar system 

* " As to the polishing and grooving of hard rocks, it has lately 
been ascertained that glaciers give rise to these effects when 
pushing forward sand, pebbles, and rocky fragments, and causing- 
them to grate along the bottom. Nor can there be any doubt that 
icebergs, when they run aground on the floor of the ocean, imprint 
similar marks upon it" — Principles of Geology, or the modern* 
changes of the Earth and its Inhabitants considered as illustrative 
of Geology : by Charles Lyell, M.A., F.R.S. Travels through the 
Alps of Savoy , and other parts of the Pennine Chain, with Obser- 
vations on the Phenomena of Glaciers : by James D. Forbes„F.R.&. 
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traverses annually, if multiplied by three thousand years, 
during which we know no change has taken place, give 
us 99,000,000,000 as the distance passed over in that 
period. How wide, then, must have been the journey 
of the system in space to produce tl^e alteration in the 
physical powers, by which these changes have been 
effected ! 

We have an example, and a striking one, of the varia- 
tions which may be produced in all the physical con- 
ditions of a world, in those disturbances of Uranus which 
led to the discovery of Neptune. For thirty years or 
more certain perturbations were observed in this distant 
planet, the discovery of Sir William Herschel, and 
calculation pointed to some still more remote mass of 
matter as the cause, which has been verified by its actual 
discovery. But now Uranus is at rest ; — quietly that 
star progresses in its appointed orbit, — Neptune can no 
longer, for the present, cause it to move with greater or 
less rapidity — they are too remote to produce any sensible 
influence upon each other. Consequently, for thirty years, 
it is evident, phenomena must have occurred on the surface 
of Uranus, which can be no longer repeated until these 
two planets again arrive at the same positions in their 
respective paths which they have occupied since 1812. 
These considerations assist us in our attempts to com- 
prehend infinite time and space ; but the human mind 
fails to advance far in the great sublimity. 

Through every inch of space we have evidence of the 
exercise of such forces as we have been considering. t 
Gravitation chains world to world, and holds them all 
suspended from the mystic centre. Cohesion binds 
every mass of matter into a sphere, while motion exerts 
a constant power, which tends to alter the form of the 
mass. The earth's form — a flattened spheroid — the 
rings of Saturn and of Neptune are the donsequences 
of motion in antagonism to cohesion. Heat, radiating 
from one planet to another, does its work in all, giving 
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variety to matter. Light seeks out every worldr— eack 
trembling star tells of the mystery of its presence. 
Where fight and heat are, chemical .action, as an 
1 associated power, must he present; and electricity 
must do its wondjyras duties amongst them all. Modi- 
fied by peculiar properties of matter, they may not 
manifest themselves in phenomena like those of our 
terrestrial nature ; but the evidence of light is a sufficient 
proof of the presence of its kindred elements ; and it is. 
difficult to imagine all these powers in action without 
producing some fbrm of organization. In the rounded 
pebble which we gather from the sea-shore, in the me- 
dusa floating bright with all the beauty of prismatic 
colour in the sun-lit sea, — in the animal, mighty in his 
strength, roaming the labyrinthine forests, or, great in. 
intelligence, looking from this to the mysteries of other- 
worlds, — in all created things around us, we see direct 
evidence of a beautiful adjustment of the balance of 
forces, and the harmonious arrangement of properties. 

One atom is removed from a mass and its character- 
is changed ; one force being rendered more active than 
another, and the body, under its influence, ceases to be 
the same in condition. The regulation which disposes 
the arrangements of matter on this earth, must exist 
through the celestial spaces, and every planet bears the 
same relation to every other glittering mass in heaven's 
overarching canopy, as one atom bears to another in the 
pebble, the medusa, the lion, or the man. An indis- 
jsoluble bond unites them all, and the grain of sand 
which lies buried in the depth of one erf our primary for- 
mations, holds, chained to it by these all-pervading 
forces, the uncounted worlds which, like luminous sand, 
are sprinkled by the hand of the Creator through the 
universe. Thus we advance to a conception of the one- 
ness of creation. 

The vigorous mind of that immortal bard who sang* 
"of man's first disobedience," never, in the highest 
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rapture, the holiest trance of poetic conception, dreamed 
of any natural truths bo sublime as those which science 
has revealed to us. 

The dependence of all the systems >ef worlds upon 
each other, every dust composing each individual globe 
being " weighed in a balance/' the adjustment of the 
powers by which every physical condition is ordered, the 
disposition of matter in the mass of the earth, and the 
close relation of the kingdoms of nature, — *ane all reve- 
lations of natural truths, exalting the mind to the divine 
conception of the universe. 

There is a remarkable antagonism displayed in the 
operation of many of these forces. Gravitation and 
cohesion act in opposition to the repellent influences of 
caloric. Light and heat are often associated in a very 
remarkable manner; but they are certainly in their 
radiant states in antagonism to dienaeal action, whether 
produced by the direct agency of actinic farce, or through 
the intermediate excitement jof the electrical current.* 
And in relation to chemical force, as manifested in or- 
ganic ^combinations, we have the all-powerful operation 
of lhs preventing any exercise of its decomposing 
power. f As world is balanced against world in the 

* This may be readily proved by fhe following simple but in- 
structive experiment: — Take two pairs of watch-glasses; into one 
pair put a solution of nitrate of silver, into the other a weak so- 
lution of iodide of potassium ; connect the silver solution of each 
pair with the potash one by a film of cotton, and carry a platina 
wire -from one glass into the other. Place one series in sunshine, 
and the other in a dark place. After a few hours it will be found 
that the little galvanic arrangement in the dark will exhibit, around 
the platina wire, a very pretty crystallization of metallic silver, 
hut no such change is observable in the other exposed to light. 
If a yellow glass is interposed between the glass ana the sunshine, 
the action proceeds as when in the dark. This experiment is 
naturally suggestive of many others, and it involves some most 
important considerations. 

f In cases of violent death it is often found the gastric juice 
has, in a fiswhonn, dissolved.peiJtiansolfthesteHMehi — Br.Eudd's 
Lecture before the College of Physicians. 
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universe, so in the human fabric, in the vegetable struc- 
ture, in the crystallized gem, or in the rude rock, force 
is weighed against force, and the balance hangs in tran- 
quillity. Let but a slight disturbance occcasion a vibra- 
tion of the beam, and electricity shakes the stoutest 
heart with terror, at the might of its devastating power.* 
Heat melts the hardest rocks, and the earth trembles 
with volcanic stragglings; and actinic agency, being 
freed from its chains, speedily spreads decay over the 
beautiful, and renders the lovely repulsive. 

We know matter in an infinite variety of forms, from 
the most ponderous metal to the lightest gas ; and we 
have it within our power to render the most solid bodies 
invisible in the condition of vapour. Is it not easy, then, ' 
to understand that matter may exist equally attenuated 
in relation to hydrogen, as that gas itself is, when com- 
pared with the metal platinum? A doubt has been 
raised against this view, from the difficulty of accounting 
for the passage of the physical elements through solid 
masses of matter. If we, however, remember that the 
known gases have the power of transpiration through 
matter in a remarkable degree, f and that the passage of 
water through a sieve may be prevented by heat, it will 
be at once apparent that the permeation of any radiant 
body through fixed solid matter is entirely a question 
of conditions. 

We can form no idea of the size of the ultimate atom ; 
we cannot comprehend* the degree of etherealization to 
which matter may be extended. Our atmosphere, 
we have seen, is only another condition of the same 
elements which compose all the organized forms of 
matter upon the earth, and, at the height reached by 
man, it is in a state of extreme attenuation. What 

♦ Faraday's Experimental Researches! vol. i. ; from which a 
quotation has already been made, showing the enormous quantity 
of electricity which is latent in matter. 

t On the Motion qf Gate*: by Professor Graham, F.R.S.— Phil. 
Trans., vol. cxxxvi. p. 573. 
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must be its condition at the distance of forty miles from 
the earth? According to known laws, certain phe- 
nomena of refraction have led us to set these bounds to 
the matter constituting our globe : but it may exist in 
such a state of tenuity, that no philosophical instrument 
constructed by human hands could measure its refracting 
power ; and who shall declare with certainty that matter 
itself may not be as far extended as we suppose its 
influences to be ? 

" Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth ? de- 
clare if thou knowest it all. 

"Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? Canst 
thou set the dominion thereof in the earth ?" 

A cheerless philosophy, derived from the transenden- 
talism of the German schools, by an unhappy metaphy- 
sical subtlety, and grafted upon what professes to be a 
positive philosophy, but which is not so, is spreading 
amongst us, and would teach us to regard all things 
as the mere exhibition of properties, a manifestation 
of powers; it believes not in a material creation. 
The grandeur of the earth, and the beautiful forms 
adorning it, are not entities. Yonder exquisite specimen 
of the skill of man, in which mind appears to shine 
through the marble, — that distant mountain which 
divides the clouds as they are driven by the winds across 
it, — those trees, amid whose branches the birds make 
most melodious music, — this flower, so redolent of per- 
fume, so bright in colour, and so symmetric in form, — 
and that lovely being who, a model of beauty and 
grace, walks the earth an impersonation of love and 
charity blended, making, indeed, "a sunshine in a 
shady place," are not realities. Certain forces combine 
to produce effects, all of which unite to deceive poor 
man into the belief that he is a material being, and 
the inhabitant of a material world. There maybe 
ingenuity in the philosophy of this school ; its meta- 
physics may be of a high order; but it evidently 
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advances from the real to the ideal with such rapidity^ 
that every argument is based on an assumption without 
a proof; every assumption being merely a type of the 
philosophy itself, — a baseless fabric, a transcendental 
vision. 

A material creation surrounds us. This earth, 
all that it contains, and the immense hosts of stellar 
worlds, are absolute entities, surrounded with, and in- 
terpenetrated by, certain exhibitions of creative intelli- 
gence, which perform, according to fixed laws, the 
mighty labours upon which depend the infinite and 
eternal mutations of matter. The origin of a grain of 
dust is hidden from our finite comprehensions ; but its 
existence should be a source of hope, that those minds 
which are alowed the privilege of tracing out its mar- 
vellous properties,— of examining the empyreal prin- 
ciples upon which its condition, .as a grain of dust, 
depends, — and even of reducing these giant elements to 
do our human bidding, — may, after a period of proba- 
tion, be admitted to the enjoyment of that infinite 
power to which the great secrets of creation will be 
unveiled. 

Every motion which the accurate search of the experi- 
mentalist has traced,, every principle or power which the 
physicist has discovered, every combination which the 
chemist has detected, every form which the naturalist 
has recorded, involves reflections of an exalting character, 
which constitute the elements of the highest poetry. The 
philosophy of physical science is a grand epic, the record 
of natural science a great didactic poem. 

To study science far its useful atpphcations merely, ia 
to limit its advantages to purely sensual ends. To 
pursue science for the sake of the truths it may reveal, 
is an endeavour to advance the elements of human 
happiness through the intelligence of the race. To 
aroil ourselves of facts far the improvement *>f art and 
manu factures, is the duty of ^every nation moving in the 
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advance of civilization. But to draw from the great 
truths of science intelligible inferences and masterly 
deductions, and from these to advance to new and beau- 
tiful abstractions, is a mental exercise which tends to 
the refinement and elevation of every human feeling. 

The mind thus exercised during the mid-day of life, 
will find in the twilight of age a divine serenity ; and, 
charmed by the music of nature, which, like a vesper 
hymn poured forth from pious souls, proclaims in devo- 
tion's purest strain the departure of day, he will sink 
into the repose of that mysterious night which awaits 
us all, tranquil in the happy consciousness that the sun 
of truth will rise in unclouded brilliancy, and place him 
in the enjoyment of that intellectual light, which has. 
ever been among the holiest aspirations of the human 
race. 

The task of wielding the wand of science, — of standing 
a scientific evocator within the charmed circle of its 
powers, is one which leads the mind through nature up 
to nature's God. 

Experiment and observation instruct us in the dis- 
covery of a fact; — that fact connects itself with natural 
phenomena, — the ultimate cause of which we learn from 
Divine revelation, and receive in full belief, — but the 
proximate causes are reserved as trials of man's intelli- 
gence ; and every natural truth, discovered by induction, 
enables the contemplative mind to deduce those perfect 
laws which are exemplifications of the fresh-springing 
and all enduring Poetry op Science. 
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Absorption of heat by air, water, 
and earth, 74. 

— of light, 125. 

Acalephte, or phosphorescent animals, 

387. 
Actinism, 166. 

— producing chemical change, 174. 

— and light antagonistic, 177* 
— , iufluence of, on plants, 372. 
Action of presence— Catalysis, 280. 
•' Active principles" of Newton, 11. 
Adams on planet Neptune, 32. 
Adiathermic bodies, 95. 

JEreal currents dependent on heat, 80. 

— chemical, 274. 
Affinity, 292. 

Age of the world, 404. 
Aggregation, attraction of, 48. 
— , crystalline, 58. 
Agonic lines, 244. 
Air, absorption of heat by, 74. 

— density of the, 319. 
Alchemy, Nature's, 293. 
Aldinion animal electricity, 393. 
Allotropic conditions of atoms, 43. 
Allotropism, 330. 

Allotropy, 291. 

Alum, opacity to heat rays, 65. 
Alpinus' theory of matter, 47. 
Ammonites of the lias, 841. 
Ammoniacal amalgam, 325. 
Ampere's theory of magnetism, 239. 
. Analogy, dangers of reasoning by, 152. 
Ancients' knowledge of magnetism, 

235. 
Animals, phosphorescence of, 154. 

— respiration of, 310. 

— articulated, 388, 
Animal magnetism, 267. 



Magnetic electricity, 211, 392. 

— life, progress of, 338. 
— , phenomena of, 383. 

Arago on the surface of the sun, 123. 

— on copying the Egyptian temples, 
177. 

— on magnetic variation, 246. 
Arbor Diana — silver tree, 261. 
Aristotle on motion, 10. 
Atmosphere, uses of the, 310. 
Atmospheric refraction, 322. 
Atomic theory, 278. 

— volumes, 287. 

Atoms, allotropic state of, 43. 
Atom, the organic, 360. 
— , ultimate size of, 408. 
— , the, and its powers, 3. 
Attraction, chemical, 275. 
Aurora of the sun, 186. 

Back's account of Aurora, 249. 
Balance of forces, 14. 
Bartolin on Iceland spar, 140. 
Bcccaria, Father, on phosphorescence, 

160. 
Beccmerers experiments on electricity,, 

227. 

— ou ozone, 800. 

Bell on the nerves, 391. 
Belemnites, 341. 
Berkeley, Bishop, on molion, 10. 
Berzelius on allotropy, 44 . 

— on catalysis, 281. 
Biela's comet, %• 

Biot on polarization, 145. 

Bolognian stone, 161. 

Bouguer on the absorption of light by 

the atmosphere, 126. 
Boutigny on heat, 107. 
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Boletus igniaritiSy 102. 
Boyle on motion, 9. 
Brain and nerves, 391. 
Brahminical philosophy, 245. 
Brewster, Sir D., refers magnetism to 
the son, 263. 

— on magnetism, 247. 
Brown's doctrines of life, 395. 
Butterfly, metamorphosis of, 389. • 

Caignard de la Tour state, 106. 
Calorific transparency, 65. 

— influence on plant*, 376; 
Calotype, the, 174. 
Canton's phosphorus, 161. 
Carbon, allotropic state of, 43. 
Carboniferous plants, fossil, 339. 
Carbonie acid, solid, 111. 

— quantity in atmosphere, 311. 
Cassini on magnetic variation, 246. 
Catalysis, 280. 

Cell, organic, 361. 

Cellini, Benvenuto, on the carbuncle, 

159. 
Central sun, doctrine of a, 27. 
Changes, physical, 299. 
Chemical phenomena' developing heat, 

42. 

— decomposition producing heat, 97* 

— combination by heat, 98. 

— affinity suspended by heat, 109. 

— radiations, 166. 

— power of solar rays in the Tropies, 
177. 

— agency of luminous rays, 178. 

— action influenced by magnetism, 
262. 

— forces, 270. 

— elements, 272. 

— proportions, 285. 

— metamorphose*, 289. 

— phenomena, 295. 

— composition of atmosphere, 323. 

— rays, action of, on germination, 375. 
Chemistry, Electro, 206. 

— of Nature, 27Q. 

— Animal, 896. 

Chinese knowledge of magnet, 23$. 



Chlorophylle, formation of, 373. 

Chloride of sulphur, transparency of, 
to heat, 65. 

Chlorine and hydrogen combine by 
light, 171. 

CUorine in the ocean, 303. 

Cholera and electricity, 215. 

Choroid coat, the, 149. 

Chromatic lines on the earth, 133. 

Clay converted into slate by elec- 
tricity, 227. 

Climate of the earth, 350. 

Clock, Electrical, 233. 

Coal formation, theory of, 314. 

Cohesive force opposed to gravitation, 
33. 

Cohesion and gravitation, 49. 

— distinguished from crvstalHzstion, 
51. 

Cold, extreme, 110. 
Colour of bodies, 132. 

— changes of, in chemical combi- 
nations, 290. 

— bine, of sky, 820. 

— of steam, 321. 

Colours, Newton's theory of, 135. 
Coloured heat rays, 86. 
Combining equivalents, 273. 

— forces, 292. 
Combination, laws of, 286. 

— of forces, 380. 
Combustion, 805. 
Comets, 26. 

Condensation of gases, 290. 
Conduction- of heat, 69. 
Conducting power of bodies for heat, 

89. 
Condition, change of chemical, 271. 
Conversion of motion, 16. 
Convection of heat, 6*9. 
Cotyledons, use of the, 368. 
Conlomh on repulsion of atoms, 47* 
Creation*, oneness of, 40& 
Cretaceous formations, 844. 
Crosse on electricity, 227* 
Crustaceans, metamorphosis of, 389* 
Crust of the earth, 338. 
Crystals, pseudomorphous, 54. 
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^Crystals, size o£ 56. 
Crystallogenic forces, 50* 
Crystalline bodies, magnetic influence 

of, 260. 
•Cudworth's "PlaeticNatare," 10. 
Current, electric, speed o£ 231. 
— , electricity, magnetic, 239. 
<Jrystallization, 50. 
Cultivation, limits of, 379, 
Currents of electricity around the 

earth, 224. 
Cyanite, a true magnet, 48. 

Daguerre's discovery, 170. 
Daguerreotype, the, 172. 
Ballon on Aurora Borealis, 248. 

— on liquefaction, 287. 
Dalton's atomic theory, 278. 
Daniel on incandescence, 100. 
Dark lines of spectrum, 125. 
Darwin on sea>weeds of the Southern 

Ocean, 316. 
Davy, Sir H., on the elements, 328. 

— on flame, 307- 

— discovers the alkaline metals, 325. 
Decomposition, eleetro-ehemical, 208, 
De la Tour, Cagmard's experiments, 

105. 

Delaroche on heat, 93. 

Density of the earth, 31. 

Development, animal, 384 

Dew, formation o^ 8L 

Diamond, allotropic carbon, 43. 

— , phosphorescence of* 160. 

Diamagnetism, 253. 

Diamagnetic nature of gaassy 259. 

Diathermic bodies, 94* 

Diffusion of gases, 3&3u 

Digestio* a cause of heat, 105* 

Dip of magnetic needle* 2&7. 

Dimorphism in crystals^ 55i 

Directive power of a magnet on crys- 
tals, 261. 

Distribution of element*, 32&. 

Divisibility of matter, 38; 

Doebereiner's lamp* 281. 

Dispersion of light, 129. 

Draper on incandeacenee r 100. 



Dumas on atoms, 39. 
Dust, a grain of, 2. 

Earth, physical, the, 1. 

— density of, 31, 

— the revolution of the, 77. 
— , geological formation of, 333. 
Earth's, motion, 11. 

— temperature dependent on the 
sun, 63. 

Effects produced by less of heat, 6& 

Eggs, number o^ laid by insects, 398* 

Elective affinity, 292. 

Electricity, 193. 

Electricity and light influencing crys- 

tallizatiou, 57. 
— , kinds of, 195. 

— contained in water, 208. 

— developed by chemical action, 204* 
— , velocity of, 231* 

— of plants, 380. 

Electric condition of matter, 5. 

— telegraph, the, 28-1. 

— affinity, 273. 

Electrical phosphorescence, 160. 

— action influenced by actinism, 183. 

— radiations, 190. 

— clock, 233. 
Electro-chemistry, 206. 
Electro culture, 23& 
Electrotype, the, 229, 
Electro-chemical decomposition^ 208. 
Electro-magnetism, 240. 
Electrum, 193. 

Elements, chemical, 37, 272. 
— , atmospheric, 325. 
— . interchanges o£ 319. 
Englefield on heat rays, 67. 
Eocene formations, 34& 
Equinoxes, precession of the, 244. 
— , the vernal and autumnal, 77. 
Epicurus' booked atoms, 48. 
Epipolic phenomena* 129. 
Eremaeatnisy 105* 
Ether, hypothesis of an, 120. 
Examples of crystallization, 59. 
Expansion of bodies by heat, 96* 
Eye, mechanism o£ 49L 
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Faraday on Magnetism of Crystals, 

— oa solidification of gases, 112. 
«— • on magnetisation of light, 147* 

— on the gymnotus, 211. 

— on dia-magnetism, 254. 
Ferro-magnetic bodies, 255. 
Fish Lizard, the, 341. 
Fixed stars, light of, 122. 

Flint glass, permeability to heat, 65, 

Flora, fossil, 345. 

Flowers, influences of, 317. 

Fluid, raaguetic theory of, 252. 

Fluorescence of light, 130. 

Forbes, Prof. Jas., ou vibrations of 

heated metals, 97. 
Forbes, Prof. Edward, on zones of 

life in the ocean, 127. 
Forbes on colour of steam, 321. 
Force producing motion, 9. 

— a cause of motion, 17. 

— molecular, 40. 

— of crystallization, 61. 
Forces, active, in matter, 3. 

— balance of, 14. 

— in antagonism, 407. 
Form, change of, 2. 

— of surface, influence of, on cK- 
mate, 351. 

— variety of vegetable, 359. 
Foster describes Northern Lights, 249. 
Fox, R. W., on temperature of Cor- 
nish mines, 91. 

Franklin on atoms, 47. 
Franklin's kite experiment, 214. 
Freezing mixtures, 110. 
Freezing, remarkable phenomena of, 
112. 

— of water, 302. 
Friction, 17. 

Frictional electricity, 199. 
Fraunhofer's dark lines, 125. 
Franklin's experiment on heat, 75. 
Fusion influenced by pressure, 107. 

GALVANfSM, 201. 
Galvani's experiment, 201. 
Gases, condensation of, 111, 290. 



Gases, magnetism of, 259. 
Gaseous constitution, 317* 
Gauss's theory of magnetism, 243. 
Generation, spontaneous, 363. 
Geological phenomena, 332. 
Germ, Treviranus on the, 361. 
Germination of seeds, 367. 
Glass,coloured, transparency to heat,65. 
Goethe's theory of colour, 139. 
Goethe on phosphorescence, 157. 

— on the leaf, 369. 
Graham's law of diffusion, 323. 
Gravitation, 21. 

Growth explained, 52. 
— , progress of, 364. 

— defined, 388. 

Grove decomposes water by heat, 98. 
Gulf stream, the, 81. 
Gulielmini on crystallisation, 50. 
Gnn cotton, 103. 
Gymnotus electricns, 211. 
Gyroscope, the, 14. 

Hansteen and Arago on Northern 

Lights, 248. 
Hansteen on magnetism,* 244. 
Heat, solar and terrestrial, 62. 
— , conductors of, 90. 
— , ray 8 absorbed by atmosphere, 63, 

73. 

— and light, their relations, 64. 
— , radiation of, 82. 

— rays, coloured, 85. 

— lessens chemical affinity, 88. 

— latent, 101. 

— , decomposition by, 109, 276. 
— , scientific knowledge of, 114. 

— developed by combustion of wood 
equivalent to heat absorbed in 
growth, 116. 

— , influence of, on magnetism, 241. 

— action of, on water, 302. 

— , influence of on plants, 371. 

— essential to life, 895, 
Heliography of M. Niepce, 170. 
Herbivorous animals, 315. 
Herschel on the nebula?, 24. 
Herschel, Sir W., on heat rays, 67. 
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Hobbes on the properties of matter, 8. 
Hopkins on the temperature of fu- 
sion, 107. 
Huvghens on double refraction, 140. 
Hydra, the, 387. 
Hydrogen, peroxide of, 298. 

— and oxygen, 289, 297. 
Hydro-carbons, 297. 
Hydro-carlwn compounds, 308. 
Hypnotism, Mr. Braid on, 269. 

Ice, 801. 

Ichthyosaurus, the, 341. 

Igneous rocks, 835. 

Ignition by chemical action, 102. 

Iguanodon, the, 343. 

Incandescence, temperature of, 69-100. 

Influences of matter on heat, ?9. 

Infusoria and animalculee, 387* 

Interference of light, 138. 

Intensity, magnetic, 247. 

Invisible light, Moser on, 188. 

Iodide of silver found natural, 304. 

Iodine, 304. 

Iridescent paper, 137. 

Iron, magnetic, 235. 

— , soft, rendered magnetic, 241. 

— , rusting, 306. 

Isomeric compounds, 291. 

Isomorphism, 290. 

Isothermic lines, 92. 

Isodynamic lines, 247. 

Jokes, Rymer, on sponges, 345. 
Joule on anhydrous salts, 287. 

— on heat and motion, 18. 

Kibcheb's Magnetism, 264. 
Kupflar on magnetic storms, 249. 

Lamination of clay by electricity, 226. 
Land and sea, alternations of, 340. 
Laplace's theory of the universe, 23. 
Latent heat, 101. 

Lavoisier's theory of combustion, 305, 
Law of gravitation, 30. 
Lawson, letter from Mr., on germina- 
tion of seeds, 875. 



Leaf, the functions of the, 869. 

Leaves of plants, action on air of, 311. 

Le Verrier on planet Neptune, 32. 

Leyden jar, the, 198. 

Lias formations, 841. 

Liebig and organic chemistry, 284. 

Life and light, 52. 

— , influence of light on, 158. , 

— dependent on light, 164. 
— , vegetable, 862. 

— , mysteries of, 898. 
light, 118. 

— essential to life, 89. 

— of fixed stan, 122. 
— , transparency to, 124. 

— , transmission of, through different 

media, 128. 
— , absorption of* 125. 
— , interference of, 188. 
— , polarized condition of, 141. 
— , magnetisation of, 146. 
— , artificial, 162. 
— » influence of, on plants, 373. 

— and heat, correlation of, 64. 
Lightning conductors, 215. 
Lindley on the leaf, 870. 
Lubbock, Sir J., on shooting stars, 22, 
Lodes, mineral, electricity ©^ 225. 
Luminous and actinic rays distin- 
guished, 176. 

Machine electricity, 209. 
Magellanic clouds, 25. 
Magnetic curves, 236. 

— iron ore, 287. 

— polarity, 237. 

— points of convergence, 244. 

— poles of the earth, 245. 

— intensity, 247- 

— storms, 249. 

— lines of no variation, 243. 
Magnetism, 235. 

— induced, 238. 

— influenced by heat, 242. 
— , universality of, 258. 

— of gases, 259. 

— induced by solar, rays 268. 
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Magnetism and electricity, correlation 
of, 289. 

— and crystallisation, 57. 
Magneto-electrical decomposition,230. 
Magnetisation of light, 146. 
Mangauesiate of potash, 171. 
Mammalia, fossil, 343. 

Man, temperature of, 105. 

Mains on polarisation, 139. 

Mantell, Dr., on the ignanodon, 843. 

Mariotte on seat of vision, 149. 

Matter, its general conditions, 1. 

— , forms of, 21. 

— , transmutation of, 37. 

— , divisibility of, 38. 

— , solid, absorption of heat by, 75. 

— , influence of, on light, 162. 

— , polarity of, 265. 

— and its properties, 409. 
— , entity of, 410. 

— , varied condition of, 86. 

Mayer's hypothesis of three colours,138 
f Mechanism of the eye, 149. 
' Media, influence of, on light, 128., 

Medusae, phosphorescence of, 159. 

Mechanical force and heat, 103. 

Melloni on coloured heat rays, 85. 

— on new nomenclature for heat, 95. 
Mesmer and electricity, 222. 
Metamorphic rocks, 336. 
Metamorphoses of animals, 389. 
Mexico, Gulf of, warmth of the, 81. 
Mica, black, transparency to heat, 66. 
Miller, Dr. on dark lines of the spec- 
trum, 126. 

Mines, Cornish, temperature of, 91. 
Mineral veins, electricity of, 225. 
Miocene formations, 346. 
Mirrors, magic, 191. 
Mitscherlich on expansion of crystals 

by heat, 257. 
Molecular forces, 85, 40. 
— , compound action of, 279. 
Molecules, Dumas on, 39. 

— combination, 277. 

Morichini and Carpi on magnetism of 

violet rays of light, 263. 
Moser on invisible light, 189. 



Motion, 7. 

— a property of matter, 8. 
— , principles of, 10. 

— of the earth, 12. 

— round an axis shows the earth's 
motion, 13. 

— influence of, on form, 32. 
Mountain ranges probably determined 

by magnetic force, 262. 
Multiplication of life, 399. 
Musical notes produced by hear, 97. 
Muscular contraction by electricity, 

202. 
Muschenbrock of Leyden, 198. 
Mythology, ancient, probable origin 

of, 353. 

Natueax polarization, 145. 
Nebulous state of matter, 23. 
Neptune, discovery of, 32. 
Newton on gravitating force, 49. 
Newton on motion, 9. 
Newton's hypothesis of matter, 4. 

— theory of heat, 115. 

— theory of light, 120. 

— theory of colours, 135. 

Niepce on the chemical radiations, 168. 
Nitrogen, magnetic neutrality of, 259. 
— , combinations of, 324. 
— , supposed metallic nature of, 325. 
Nocturnal radiation, 83. 
Northern lights, the, 268. 

Obsidian transparency to heat, 66. 

Ocean, waters of, 303. 

Oersted discovers electro-magnetism, 

238. 
Orders of animals, 386. 
Organic creation, influence, 185. 

— compounds, 283. 

- compounds, influence of light on 
them, 181. 

— chemistry, 331. 
cell, 360. 

— remains, 837. 

Organized forms, varieties of, 35. 

bodies, heat o£ 104. 
Organization, progress of, 885. 
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Oxides, metallic, 826. 
Oxidizable metals, 305. 
Oxygen gas magnetic, 259. 

— and nitrogen, uses of, 321. 

— and carbon in animals, 396. 
Ozone, 299. 

— and electricity, 217. 

Palladium maintaining slow com- 
bustion, 309. 
Parathermic rays, 74. 

— rays, influence in nature, 377. 
Particles, Dnmas on, 39. 

Peach on phosphorescence of the sea, 

159. 
Pearsall on phosphorescence, 160. 
Pendulum, oscillation of, indicates the 

earth's motion, 13. 
Perkins on repulsion of heat, 108. 
Permeation of heat, 96. 
Perturbations of Uranus, 31. 
Pestilential diseases, 216. 
Phenomena of vision, 148. 
— , natural, of electricity, 194. 
— , recent geological, 849. 
Phosphorescence of animals, 154. 

— of plants, 156. 

. Phosphorescent spectrum, 184. 
Phosphoric acid detected in the oldest 

rocks, 337. 
Photosphere of the sun, 123. 
Photography, 170. 
— , its importance, 180. 
Physiological influences of electricity, 

219. 
Physical forces, action of, 4, 45. 

— forces, modes of motion, 7. 

— properties of polarized light, 142. 
Physiological influences of magnetism, 

268. 
Pilchard, on the, by Couch, 315. 
Plants, distribution of, dependent on 

light, 133. 
— , phosphorescence of, 156. 

— respiration of, 312. 

— and animals, dependence of, 313. 
— ■, growth of; 368. 

— bend to the light, 373. 

— distribution of, 378. 



Plants of the Tropics, 881. 

Plane polarization, 141. 

" Plastic nature" of Cudworth, 10. 

Plateau's experiment on bodies relieved 
from gravitation, 33. 

Platinum maintaining slow combus- 
tion, 309. 

Plato on motion, 10. 

— on light, 119. 
Plesiosaurus, the, 341. 
Pliocene formations, 346. 

Pliicker oncrystaUo-magneticforce,57. 

— on diamagnetic bodies, 256. 
Plumule, use of, 369. 
Plutonic rocks, 334. 
Polarization, circular and elliptical, 

143. 
Polarization of light, 139. 
Polar condition of matter, 265. 
Polypes and infusoria, 387. 
Porosity of matter, 41. 
Porta, Baptista — camera obscura, 149. 
Powers, active, in nature, 405. 
Prevost, theory of, on heat, 96. 
Primary origin of our planet, 334. 
Principles of motion, 10. 
Prismatic refraction, 121. 

— rays, heat of, 67. 

— analysis of sunbeam, 134. 
Principle of gravitation, 29. 
— , elementary, 38. 
Properties, essential, of matter, 5. 
Pseudomorphism, 54. 
Psychology of flowers, 857. 
Pterodactyl, the, 342. 
Pythagorean doctrine of motion, 10. 

Quinine, solution, influence of, on 
light, 129. 

Radiant heat, 69. 

Radiation and absorption of heat, 77. 
— , nocturnal, 83. 
Raia torpedo, 211. 

Raymond, Da Bois, on animal elec- 
tricity, 221. 
Refrangibility, rays of high, 130. 

— of solar forces, 168. 
Refraction, prismatic, 121. 
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Races, dependence of, 315. 
Repulsion of heat, 108. 
Respiration of animals, 310. 

— plants, 812. 

Rest, absolute and relative, 15. 
Respiration a cause of heat, 105. 
Retina, the, 149. 
Revelations of nature, 401. 
Revolution of magnetic poles, 246. 
Robinson on decomposition by heat, 

98. 
Rock formations, 835. 
Rocks, conducting power of, 224. 
Rosse's, Lord, telescopes, 25. 
Rumford, Count, experiments on heat, 

18. 

— on chemical properties of light, 
99. 

Rings, Newton's, 137. 

Safety lamp of Davy, 309. 
Salt rock, transparency to heat, 65. 
Saturn's ring explained, 34. 
Savart on vibrating plates, 257. 
Seasons, influence of heat on the, 70. 
Sea, phosphorescence of, 158. 
Schdnbein on ozone, 299. 
Schwabe on solar spots, 243. 
Seebeckonthermo-electricity,211,248. 
Selenite and alabaster, 60. 
Slnarmont on conducting power of 

crystals for heat, 257. 
Shooting stars, 21. 
Silicon, allotropic state of, 43. 
Silica, substitution of, 345. 
Simple bodies, chemical, 329. 
Sky of tropical climes, 319. 
Blow combustion in animals, 397. 
Smee on electricity and vitality, 219. 
Solar system, motion of, 11. 

— disc, light from, 185. 

— influence on magnetism, 263. 
Solidification of gases by Faraday, 

112. 

Solstices, summer and winter, 77. 

Solar spots connected with magne- 
tism, 243. 

Solar phosphori, 161. 



Somerville, Mrs., 
by light, 263. 

Sound and light, analogy of, 151. 

Spectra produced by polarization of 
light, 144. 

Spectrum, dark lines of, 125. 

Spheroidal condition of fluids, 107. 

Spontaneous ignition, 307. 

Stahl on phlogiston, 305. 

Stars, shooting, theories of, 21. 

Steel ornaments incandescent, 137. 

Stereoscope, the, 151. 

Stokes, Prof., on fluorescence, 130. 

Stratified formations, 334. 

Substitution, chemical, 279. 

— , law of, 288. 

Substances, all, electric, 197. 

Subterranean temperature, 91. 

Sulphuric acid, permeability to heat, 
65. 

Surfaces, action of, 282. 

Strength of animals, 400. 

Structure, influence of, on magnetism, 
256. 

— , relation of, to physical pheno- 
mena, 257. 

Strove* on motion of solar system, 12. 

Sulzar on galvanism, 201. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen, solid, 111. 

Sun, the central, 28. 

— , the source of light, 121. 

— , physical state of the, 123. 

— , a magnetic centre, 265. 

Tadpole, metamorphosis of, 389. 
Talbot's sensitive photographic process, 

178. 
Telegraph, electric, 231. 
Temperature of incandescence, 68. 
Temperature, subterranean, 91. 
Terrestrial currents of electricity, 224. 
— magnetism, 255. 
Thales of Miletus discovers electricity, 

193. 
Theories of light, £6, 118. 
Thermography, 188. 
Thermometric examination of the 

temperature of flowers, 76. 
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Thermo-electricity, 209. 

Theory of motion producing force, 15. 

Thilorier on solid carbonic acid, 111. 

Time, inflnence of, 832. 

Tissues, catalytic power of, 310. 

Tourmaline, action of, on light, 142. 

Trade winds, 81. 

Transition series of rocks, 336. 

Transparency, calorific, 67. 

— , luminous, 124. 

Transmutation of matter, 37. 

Transmission of light, 128. 

Transcalescent bodies, 94. 

Trevelyan, Mr., on vibration of heated 
metals, 97. 

Tyndale proves the influence of struc- 
ture on magnetism, 258. 

Type, elements of the organic, 289. 

Undulations producing colour, 131. 
Undulatory theory of heat, 115. 
— theory of light, 121. 
Uranus, discovery of, 31. 
Uranium glass, influence of, 'on light, 
129. 

Vapoue, elastic force of, 818. 
Variation, magnetic, 244. 
Vegetables conductors of electricity, 

379. 
Vegetable life, phenomena of, 857. 
Vegetation of .carboniferous epoch, 339. 
Velocity of electricity, 281. 
Vertebrate animals, 390. 



Vision, phenomena of, 148. 

Vis vitas, vital principle, 391. 

Vision single with a pair of eyes, 150. 

Vitality superior to physical force, 53. 

Vision, seat of, 149. 

Volume, doctrine of, 287. 

Volcanic action referred to chemical 

action, 271. 
Volatilization of matter, 27. 
Voltaic electricity, 201. 

Water, absorption of heat by, 74. 

— frozen free of air, 112. 

— free of air, peculiar state of, 113. 
— , electricity in a drop of, 204. 

— composition of, 296. 
Wargentin's notice of aurora, 248. 
Wave movement of heat and light, 

68. 

Wealden formations. 343. 

Wedgwood on incandescence, 100. 

Wells, Dr., on dew, 84. 

Wiedman on electrical vibrations, 257. 

Wenzel's proportional numbers, 277. 

Winds dependent on heat, 80. 

Wollaston notices dark lines in spec- 
trum, 125. 

World, its age, 404. 

Young on molecular forces, 49. 

Zodiacal light, 25. 
Zoophytes, microscopic, 387. 



THE END. 
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